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Al  C.  Hansen,  Mgr.  Al  C.  Hansen  Shows 
recently  sent  us  a  neatly  printed  route  card 
of  the  locations  played  by  this  Company 
during  the  1933  amusement  season.  The 
statement  across  the  top  of  the  route  card 
reads  as  follows:  "The  following  Cities  and 
Auspices  made  1933  a  banner  season." 
Al  C.  Hansen  is  Manager,  Ernie  Hansen, 
Secretary-Treasurer  and  Harry  L.  Small, 
General  Agent  of  this  successful  Amusement 
Company. 


at  the  628  foot  level,  watching  the  lights  of 
the  City  of  Chicago  and  of  the  World's  Fair 
being  lighted.  A  most  beautiful  sight  jast  at 
night-fall. 

If  time  and  conditions  permit,  we  suggest 
if  you  did  not  visit  A  Century  of  Progress  in 
1933,  that  you  plan  to  do  so  in  1934.  It  is  a 
very  worth  while  and  wonderful  Fair.  We 
hope  to  get  back  for  a  short  visit  this  year  to 
see  some  of  the  exhibits  that  were  missed 
during  our  hasty  visit  in  October,  1933. 


Sky-Ride  Tower,  A  Century  of  Progress,  1933 


Our  readers  will  recognize  in  the  accompanying" 
photograph  a  portion  of  the  Sky  Ride,  the 
feature  ride  attraction  at  A  Century  of  Pro- 
gress in  1933  which  will  be  repeated  in  1934. 
This  photograph  gives  a  fair  idea  of  the 
mammoth  steel  towers  with  the  scenic  plat- 
forms 628  feet  above  the  ground,  reached  by 
Otis  Elevators.  The  Sky  Ride  cars  traveling 
by  cable  system  from  one  tower  across  the 
Lagoon  to  the  other  tower  were  reached  by  a 
separate  set  of  elevators  and  the  cars  were 
at  a  218  foot  level.  It  was  our  privilege  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  late  in  October  to  ride  these 
cars  from  the  main  land  to  the  Island  and 
then  take  the  elevators  to  the  scenic  tower 


In  a  recent  letter  from  ride  owner  Arthur 
G.  Wilbur  of  North  Adams,  Massachusetts 
he  reports  many  cotton  mills  in  that  territory 
running  two  shifts,  also  adds  that  the  shoe 
factories  have  orders.  Woolen  Mill  is  sold 
up  to  capacity  and  electric  specialities  man- 
ufacturers are  going  full,  with  the  Biscuit 
Factory  always  busy.  This  sounds  like  re- 
turning prosperity  and  that  Mr.  Wilbur's 
territory  should  be  better  this  year  than  for 
several  past  years.  He  is  now  planning  his 
route  for  the  season  of  1934,  for  operating 
his  BIG  ELI  No.  5,  Tilt-A-Whirl  and  Spill- 
man   Carousselle. 
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It  was  our  privilege  while  attending  the 
Illinois  Fair  Secretaries  Meeting  at  Spring- 
field on  January  4th  to  have  a  little  visic 
with  our  old  time  friend,  F.  W.  Wadsworth 
of  Princess  Olga  Shows.  We  have  spent  many 
happy  hours  on  the  Midway  of  the  Princess 
Olga  Attractions  and  hope  it  will  be  possible 
some  time  the  coming  season  to  again  see 
\our   friends   connected   with   that   Company. 

/^  Manager  F.  M.  Sutton  writes  us  that  1934 
>will  be  the  27th  annual  tour  of  the  Sutton 
,  Attractions.  Mr.  Sutton  states  he  will  have  a 
Janice  Show  this  year  and  is  interested  in 
"  booking  a  Tilt-A-V/hirl  on  the  Sutton  Midway. 
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r<  GOLDEN 

Another  old  time  Amusement  Man  has  crossed 
the  dark  river  from  whose  bourn  no  traveler 
returns.  M.  B.  (Duke)  Golden  who  was  a 
successful  general  agent  and  later  a  ride 
owner  died  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  January 
16th,  1934.  Mr.  Golden's  home  was  in 
London,  Ohio,  where  last  services  were  held 
and  interment  made.  We  met  Mr.  Golden 
several  times  during  the  December  Chicago 
Meetings  and  always  found  him  a  quiet, 
likeable  gentleman,  unassuming  and  yet  with 
years  of  experience  in  the  outdoor  amusement 
business,  that  indicated  his  ability.  He  will 
be  greatly  missed  from  the  ranks  of  the  out- 
door amusement  field  and  as  a  riding  device 
owner. 


Plenty  of  work  has  been  and  is  going  on  at 
Winter  Quarters  of  Sol's  Liberty  Shows, 
Streator,  Illinois  for  the  1934  Amusement 
Season.  Truck  and  Trailer  work  adding  new 
units  with  the  general  overhauling  of  all  truck 
motors.  Riding  Device  engines  repaired,  and 
general  re-finishing  of  equipment  including 
Merry-Go-Round  horses.  The  Show  will 
be  ready  for  the  1934  season  when  opening 
time  arrives. 

Manager  Sam    Solomon  recently  returned 

from    Wisconsin    Fair    Secretaries'    Meeting 

and  reports   Sol's   Liberty   Shows  will   again 

play  the  Wisconsin  A  Circuit  of  Fairs. 

^\  On    another    page    of    this    magazine    we 

y\liow  a  24  ft.   BIG   ELI  Van  Type  Trailer 

^  that    will   travel    with    Sol's    Liberty    Shows 

^during  the  1934  season. 


John  F.  Reid  of  the  Dumas  &  Reid  Happy- 
land  Shows,  Detroit,  Michigan  writes  they 
have  booked  several  Fairs  in  that  State  for 
the  coming  season.  Manager  Reid  adds, 
"With  good  weather  breaks  we  are  looking 
forward  to  a  good  season."  Mr.  Reid  has 
indicated  it  might  be  possible  for  him  to  visit 
BIG  ELI  Factory  before  the  opening  of  the 
1934  season. 


J.  R.  Strayer,  General  Manager,  Strayer 
Amusement  Company,  Memphis,  Tennessee 
writes,  "I  can't  help  but  think  we  will  see  a 
big  improvement  in  our  business  the  coming 
year."  And  then  as  Mr.  Strayer  mentions 
activities  at  Winter  Quarters  he  says,  "We 
are  getting  along  very  good  in  Winter  Quarters 
and  my  rides  are  going  out  in  better  shape  than 
in  the  past  four  years,  they  needed  this  work 
badly. 


W.  L.  Weiseman,  Owner  The  Georgia  At- 
tractions which  have  been  operating  con- 
tinuously this  winter  recently  sent  us  the 
following  unsolicited  testimonial  from  the 
officials  in  one  of  the  recent  towns  played. 

"TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN: 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  Georgia  At- 
tractions, Mr.  W.  L.  Weiseman,  Manager 
closes  one  week  of  operation  in  our  City 
tonight  and  that  it  has  been  a  real  pleasure 
to  have  them  with  us,  as  we  find  them  to 
be  upright  and  at  all  times  standing  for 
the  clean  things. 

Hoping  to  have  the  honor  of  a  visit  from 
them  sometime  in  the  future,  we  are  with 
best  wishes  to  Mr.  Weiseman  and  his 
outfit. 

Yours  very  truly, 

A.  L.  Hughes,  Mayor 

C.  M.  Head,  Chief  of  Police." 

A  very  fine  recommendation  for  any  show 
and  Mr.  Weiseman  has  the  right  to  be  proud 
of  his  little  amusement  company,  which 
includes  a  BIG  ELI  No.  5,  Chairplane,  several 
shows  and  concessions. 
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Manager  Wm.  R.  Snapp  writes  us  work  has 
started  at  Winter  Quarters  in  Joplin,  Missouri. 
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J.  L.  Landes  Shows  at  a  Kansas  Fair,  1933 


The  accompanying  picture  shows  a  portion 
of  the  Midway  at  a  Kansas  Fair  in  1933. 
The  amusement  equipment  shown  is  owned 
by  the  J.  L.  Landes  Shows  and  the  BIG 
ELI  Wheel,  as  usual,  has  a  commanding 
position  of  the  Midway  and  the  entire  Fair 
Grounds.  Manager  J.  L.  Landes  reports 
having  already  booked  a  number  of  Fair 
and  Celebration  dates  for  the  1934  amusement 
season. 

Capt.  C.  E.  Pearson,  Owner  and  Manager 
C.  E.  Pearson  Shows  of  Ramsey,  Illinois 
who  has  been  ill  a  number  of  months,  at  last 
report  was  somewhat  improved.  Mr.  Lee 
SuUivan  of  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  visited 
Capt.  Pearson  at  his  home  on  Monday, 
January  29th. 


BIG  ELI  Wheel  Owner  Abe  Margulis  has 
spent  the  winter  in  the  south  operating 
kiddie  automobiles.  At  last  report,  Mr. 
Margulis  was  on  his  way  home  to  St.  Louis, 
Missouri  where  he  plans  to  get  ready  for  1934 
amusement  season  with  his  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
in  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

Abe  reports  operating  in  southern  territory 
all  winter  isn't  what  he  expected  it  to  be. 


R.  C.  Lee  of  Hendersonville,  North  Carolina 
who  paid  us  a  friendly  visit  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  recently  reports  a  very  good  season 
of  1933  and  says  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  is  still 
holding  its  own  as  a  popular  ride  and  a  money 
getter  with  the  Lee  Attractions  each  year. 


In  a  letter  some  days  ago  from  Walter  Hart- 
sock,  Kansas  City,  Missouri  he  indicated 
he  intended  to  soon  be  in  Winter  Quarters 
of  the  Superior  Shows  at  North  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  preparing  the  BIG  ELI  No.  5  for 
the  1934  season.  Walter  says  he  is  getting 
anxious  for  the  season's  opening  and  hopes 
for  an  improvement  in  business  throughout 
the  year  of  1934. 

In  a  recent  letter  from  our  friend  W.  O. 
Brown  he  included  this  statement,  "I  sincerely 
trust  you  will  have  a  big  year  this  year  and 
that  I  may  have  the  privilege  of  seeing  you 
some  time."  W.  O.  says  he  expects  business 
this  year  to  be  better  than  the  past  few. 

Ride  Owner  Brown's  health  has  not  been 
the  best  during  the  past  few  months  but  we 
wish  for  him  improvement  and  rapid  recov- 
ery from  his  recent  illness. 
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Crude  Ferris  Wheels,  Dacca,  Bensal^  India 


We  show  on  this  page  an  unusual  photo- 
graph ot  three  crude  wooden  ferris  wheels 
operating  in  Dacca,  Bengal,  India.  These 
Wheels  are  operated  in  the  Indian  bazaars 
and  market  places  where  a  small  charge  is 
made  to  the  children  of  the  community  who 
care  to  ride.  When  the  smaller  children  are 
afraid  to  ride  the  ferris  wheel  then  father  or 
uncle  accompanies  them  and  from  some  of  the 
expressions  in  the  original  photograph  we 
believe  the  older  children  (or  grown-ups) 
enjoy  the  rides  more  than  the  small  children. 

We  are  informed  these  Wheels  are  indivi- 
dually owned,  are  operated  by  hand  and  the 
owners  secure  a  small  profit  or  livelihood  from 
the  income  of  the  ride. 

Whether  the  celebration  is  for  the  Hindu, 
Mohammedan  or  Christian,  for  the  black, 
brown,  or  white  man  the  ferris  wheel  is  a 
popular  attraction. 

In  the  City  of  Bombay,  India,  a  No.  12 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  has  operated  continuously 
since  1923,  Owner  Mr.  N.  E.  Bharucha  has 
been  very  successful  with  this  ride.  So  while 
in  the  rural  communities  of  India  they  have 
small  crude  ferris  wheels,  in  the  great  City 
of  Bombay  is  at  least  one  BIG  ELI,  pleasing 
its  patrons  and  making  profits  for  its  owner. 
We  acknowledge  the  courtesy  and  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Bengalese  Magazine  of  Washington, 
D.  C.  who  so  kindly  loaned  us  the  picture 
and  furnished  much  of  the  information  re- 
garding these   crude   Indian   Ferris   Wheels. 


Roy  Gray  writes  us  from  Houston,  Texas 
that  he  expects  to  open  about  April  1st.  He 
says  he  has  booked  a  number  of  Fairs  for  his 
Shows  in  the  State  of  Texas  this  year. 


Our  long  time  friend  Wm.  Gause  of  Roann, 
Indiana  states  he  expects  to  operate  his  rides 
in  a  Wisconsin  Park  the  early  weeks  of  the 
1934  season  and  then  play  some  celebra- 
tions during  the  latter  portion  of  the  season. 


Mrs.  Dave  Dedrick  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri 
advises  she  has  sold  the  No.  12  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  owned  by  the  late  Dave  Dedrick  to 
Mrs.  Bessie  Nelson  of  Collinsville,  111.  This 
sale  was  necessary  in  the  settlement  of  the 
ertate  of  Mr.  Dedrick  who  was  an  old  time 
ride  man  and  a  member  of  the  BIG  ELI 
Family  for  many  years. 


During  a  recent  business  trip  to  Kansas  City, 
Missouri  the  Writer  had  the  pleasure  of  a 
short  visit  with  a  long  time  friend  Ray  Arm- 
strong. Ray  came  into  the  Coates  House  and 
we  visited  fast  and  furious  for  the  short  time 
he  could  stay.  Ray  states  he  and  Mrs.  Arm- 
strong have  been  enjoying  life  at  their  home 
in  Belton,  Missouri  this  winter  and  looking 
forward  to  the  1934  amusement  season  with 
their  BIG  ELI  No.  5  and  Allan  Herschell 
Little  Beauty  Swing  in  the  States  of  Kansas 
and  Nebraska  where  they  have  successfully 
operated  during  the  past  several  years. 
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CLARA  BOW 

HOOPLA 
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A  Midway  and  Picture  Show  Hook-up,  Phoenix,  Arizona 


This  picture  taken  in  front  of  the  Fox  Phoe- 
nix Theatre,  Phoenix,  Arizona  in  November, 
was  loaned  us  by  BIG  ELI  Owner  Frank 
Burke,  whose  Wheel  is  shown  in  the  picture. 
Mr.  Burke  is  the  man  in  the  picture  on  the 
right  facing  the  camera.  In  addition  to  his 
riding  devices  a  number  of  concessions  were 
used  and  the  street  blocked  off  in  front  of 
the  Fox  Theatre  as  a  feature  for  the  Clara 
Bow  picture  "Hoopla"  which  carries  a  carni- 
val background. 

Mr.  Burke  indicates  the  carnival  atmosphere 
increased  the  interest  and  business  at  the 
Fox  Theatre  and  also  that  the  other  amuse- 
ment equipment  made  money,  during  the 
special  celebration.  Such  a  tie-up,  between 
motion  picture  theatre  and  carnival  attrac- 
tions is  quite  unusual. 


J.  J.  Colley,  Manager  CoUey  Shows  at  Minco, 
Oklahoma  advises  us  his  step-son  Burchell 
Patterson,  ten  years  of  age  passed  away  on 
February  5th  as  the  result  of  a  few  days 
illness  with  pneumonia.  As  Mr.  Colley  was 
very  much  attached  to  the  boy  he  keenly 
felt  the  loss.  We  express  sympathy  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Colley  in  their  bereavement. 


H.  A.  Ferguson  of  Grayson,  Louisiana  will 
be  BIG  ELI  Operator  in  charge  of  No.  5 
Wheel  with  B  &  B  Shows  during  the  1934 
amusement  season. 


A  BIG  ELI  Owner  who  we  had  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  at  the  Kansas  City  Convention 
in  December  was  K.  G.  Clapp  of  Fort  Smith, 
Arkansas.  Mr.  Clapp  has  been  a  BIG  ELI 
Owner  for  several  years  but  this  was  our  first 
opportunity  for   a   personal   visit   with   him. 


A  man  pinned  under  his  car  after  an  accident 
was  being  questioned  by  a  policeman. 

"Married?" 

"No,"  said  the  man.  "This  is  the  worst 
fix  I  was  ever  in." — Annapolis  Log 


MORE  FITTING 

A  young  man  mailed  his  sweetheart  a  high 
priced  fancy  brassiere  for  a  birthday  present. 
In  a  few  days'  time  he  received  the  brassiere 
back  through  the  mail  with  the  following  note 
attached: 

Dear  Bill:  If  you  don't  mind,  please  take 
this  back  where  you  bought  it,  and  get  the 
money,  and  send  it  to  me  as  I  am  "flat  busted." 

— Yellow  Strand 
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AMUSEMENT    PARKS 


BIG  ELI  WHEEL,  An  Attractive  Ride 
for  any  Park 


We  recently  received  a  fine  letter  from  BIG 
ELI  Owner  Wm.  Foster  of  St.  Kilda,  Australia. 
Mr.  Foster  owns  a  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
that  has  successfully  operated  at  St.  Kilda 
for  many  years.  In  his  letter  Mr.  Foster  says, 
"The  Wheel  has  been  in  operation  for  over 
twenty-one  years  and  still  draws  a  crowd." 
He  has  promised  to  send  us  some  photo- 
graphs of  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  for  printing  in 
BIG  ELI  News.  So  the  Wheel  continues  as  a 
popular  ride  not  only  in  North  America  but 
in  many  other  countries  including  far  away 
Australia. 


A  1934  Model  BIG  ELI  Wheel  will  be  one 
of  the  attractions  offered  to  Patrons  of  East- 
wood Park,  Gratiot  Avenue  and  Eight  Mile 
Road,  East  Detroit,  Michigan  the  coming 
season.  Eastwood  Coaster  Company  are 
installing  this  Wheel,  adding  it  to  their  other 
extensive  amusement  attractions  at  the 
Park  mentioned. 

The  Editor  visited  Eastwood  Park  in 
early  January  and  appreciates  the  courtesies 
extended  him  by  Mr.  Rilia  McLain  and  Mr. 
Charles  Rosenzweig  of  Eastwood  Coaster 
Company.  Their  BIG  ELI  Wheel  will  be 
shipped   from   the   Factory  early  in    March. 


BOOKING    LISTS 


The  Following  Park  and  Amusement  Companies  want  to  book  BIG  ELI  Wheels  and 
Tilt-A-Whirls  for  the  Season  of  1934.  We  do  not  guarantee  these  locations  other 
than  to  give  their  names,  addresses  and  such  data  as  has  been  furnished  us 


TILT-A-WHIRLS 

Great  Sutton  Shows 


BIG  ELI  WHEELS 

New  England  Shows 
Wonderland  Park 
Luna  Park 
Perry  Park 

NOTICE  TO  PARK  &  AMUSEMENT  COMPANIES 

This  list  will  appear  in  BIG  ELI  NEWS  issues  March-April  and  May-June.  Send  for  Booking 
Coupon  and  ask  to  be  placed  on  our  BOOKING  LIST — no  charge  for  this  service.  Just  state 
whether  you  desire  to  book  a  BIG  ELI  WHEEL  or  Tilt-A-Whirl,  that  the  proper  Booking 
Coupon  may  be  sent  to  you.  Each  year  we  bring  many  Ride  Owners  in  touch  with  Location 
Managers  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  both  contracting  parties. 


8 


Big  Eli  News 


January 


Volume  19 


1934 


No.  1 


A  bi-monthly  magazine  for  the  benefit  of  those 
interested  in  the  riding  device  business.  For 
ten  yearb ,  this  magazine  was  called  The 
OPTIMIST.  Now  there  is  nothing  new  but 
the  name.  BIG  ELI  is  our  registered  trade 
mark,  hence,  BIG  ELI  NEWS  is  protected 
by  the  use  of  the  words  BIG  ELI.  The 
magazine,  supporting  clean  amusements,  pub- 
lished in  the  interest  of  ELI  BRIDGE 
COMPANY,  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  U.  S.  A. 
Builders   of   the   Famous   BIG    ELI    Wheel. 

LEE   A.   SULLIVAN President 

J.  L.  SULLIVAN Vice  President 

L.  L.  SULLIVAN Secretary-Treasurer 

BEN.  O.  ROODHOUSE Sales  Manager 


As  this  is  written  we  are  near  the  125th 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the  great  com- 
moner Abraham  Lincoln.  One  writer  has  said 
of  him,  "Perhaps  a  greater  man  never  ruled 
in  this  or  any  other  nation." 

In  a  Lincoln's  Birthday  address,  Senator 
John  M.  Thurston  said:  "I  am  to  speak  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  simplest,  serenest,  sub- 
limest  character  of  the  ages.  Seventy  millions 
of  people  join  in  commemorating  his  greatiless. 
It  is  not  my  purpose  to  review  his  life,  that  is 
too  much  a  part  of  history.  The  story  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  citizen,  president,  liberator 
and  martyr  should  be  in  the  heart  of  every 
American  child." 

Lincoln  is  credited  with  this  statement. 
"The  Lord  surely  loved  common  people  for 
he  made  so  many  of  them." 

In  making  that  statement,  Lincoln  was 
speaking  of  himself  as  one  of  the  masses. 
Born  in  a  rude  log  cabin  near  Hodgensville, 
Kentucky,  February  12th,  1809,  he  was  self- 
educated  and  thru  the  sheer  power  of  ability 
and  personality  literally  pushed  himself  up 
the  ladder  to  the  highest  place  in  our  govern- 
ment and  into  the  hearts  of  people  of  all  ages 
in  every  nation  on  earth.  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  truly  a  man  of  the  people. 


Who  makes  up  the  large  majority  of  the 
population  of  this  nation,  yes  of  this  world? 
The  common  people,  even  you  and  I.  In  our 
family  associations,  social  life,  and  business 
we  deal  with  the  great  middle  class  of  working 
folk.  During  the  past  few  years  many  of  us 
have  been  under-dogs,  striving  to  keep  afloat 
in  a  sea  of  economic  chaos.  We  again  see  a 
brighter  outlook  and  arise  to  our  own  level, 
we  will  not  be  denied. 

The  workers  of  this  nation  and  world  de- 
serve to  retain  their  place  in  the  Sun.  Your 
business,  my  business,  in  fact  all  things  will 
be  better  when  the  workers  are  again  work- 
ing and  incomes  are  again  circulating  in  busi- 
ness channels. 

Referring  again  to  the  words  of  the  great 
Commoner  we  quote,  "With  malice  toward 
none,  with  charity  for  all,  with  firmness  in  the 
right  as  God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  us 
strive  on  to  finish  the  work  we  are  in;  to  do 
all  which  may  achieve  and  cherish  a  just  and 
lasting  peace  among  ourselves  and  with  all 
nations."   Thus  truly  spoke  Abraham  Lincoln. 


During  recent  weeks  we  have  been  getting 
many  encouraging  reports  from  difi'erent 
parts  of  our  country  of  improved  business 
conditions  in  various  localities.  The  Writer 
visited  Kansas  City  in  late  December  and 
Detroit,  Michigan  in  early  January  and  was 
encouraged  with  the  optimistic  outlook  of 
customers  and  business  men  with  whom  I 
talked. 

Detroit  was  showing  a  very  definite  pick 
up  at  that  time  and  in  a  recent  letter  from 
there  a  customer  says:  "Things  are  sure 
looking  fine  now.  Some  of  the  Factories  are 
working  full  time."  Well,  when  the  wheels  of 
industry  are  turning,  workmen  are  on  regular 
schedule  drawing  weekly  salaries  and  that 
means  improved  amusement  business  the  same 
as  other  lines.  When  folks  are  working  they 
require  some  amusement  which  the  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  and  other  riding  devices  can 
give  them. 

Just  keep  on  looking  ahead  and  pushing 
toward  that  goal  of  better  conditions  and 
some  day,  when  we  hardly  realize  the  change 
we  will  have  again  reached  normal  state  and 
the  subnormal  conditions  will  have  been  so 
far  behind  us  we  will  forget  to  remember 
them. 
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BABY  ELI  WHEEL 

A    Kiddie    Ride    with    a    1933    Reputation 


At  'A  Century  of  Progress,'  1933,  the 
BABY  ELI  carried  124,955  passengers. 
The  Official  Report  from  the  Exposi- 
tion  Company  follows: 

May  26th  to  June  1st I     97.45 

Month  of  June 966.55 

Month  of  July 1286.55 

Month  of  August 1636.50 

Month  of  September 1046.15 

October  1st  to  30th,  inc. 714.55 

TOTAL 45747.75 

(Official    Signed    Statement    from    'A 
Century  of  Progress'  filed  in  our  office.) 


^^' 


fe 


*4^  */ 


^f7i^. 


» f>* 


These  figures  indicate  the  earning  Power  of  this  Attractive  little  Ride: 


BABY  ELI  WHEEL— 15  feet,  7  1-2  inches  high— equipped  with  6  miniature  BIG  ELI 
Seats — operated  with  2  h.p.  electric  motor — weight  with  full  equipment  2594  lbs. 
Furnished  complete  with  electric  lights,  tools  and  ticket  box.  Ready  to  erect  and 
operate. 


ASK  US  TO  TELL   YOU  MORE  ABOUT  THE  BABY  ELI 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

BUILDERS 

ILLINOIS 


JACKSONVILLE 
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20  foot  BIG  ELI  SEMI-TRAILER 


It  is  with  no  little  satisfaction  that  we  realize 
in  slightly  more  than  one  and  one-half  years 
the  place  which  BIG  ELI  Trailers  have 
taken  in  the  transportation  field.  A  number 
of  substantial  amusement  men  have  stand- 
ardized on  BIG  ELI  Equipment  and  it  hasn't 
failed  them  at  any  time. 

No  Guess  Work  in  BIG  ELI  Equipment 

The  success  of  BIG  ELI  Trailers  has  not  been 
caused  by  guess  work  or  chance.  No  formal 
announcement  of  these  Trailers  was  made 
until  July  1932  but  for  months  prior  to  that 
date  we  had  been  putting  these  Trailers  thru 
severe  tests  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  under 
heavy  loads,  over  rough  roads  and  especially 
prepared  locations.  Trying,  if  possible,  to 
find  weak  places  in  the  Trailers'  construction 
before  offering  them  to  our  customers  as  a 
finished  BIG  ELI  product. 

The  fact  is,  these  tests  brought  BIG 
ELI  Semi-Trailers  on  the  market  with  the 
proven  assurance  of  satisfactory  service  to 
owners. 

Compare  Our  Specifications  with  Others 

If  you  are  the  owner  of  one  or  more  BIG  ELI 
Semi-Trailers  you  know  their  ability  for 
handling  heavy  loads  and  doing  their  work 
satisfactorily.   If  you  do  not  own  any  Trailers 


and  are  considering  buying  some  of  this 
equipment,  we  ask  you  to  compare  specifica- 
tions of  BIG  ELI  Trailers  with  any  other 
similar  equipment  on  the  market.  Later  in 
this  article  we  shall  give  you  specifications 
of  standard  BIG  ELI  Trailers  in  20  and  24  ft. 
lengths  and  ask  you  if  the  first  grade  material 
used  all  the  way  thru  these  Trailers  can  really 
mean  anything  for  continuous  long  years  of 
service. 

Experiences  of  Satisfactory  Service 

When  experienced  Amusement  men  like 
C.  W.  Webb  of  Russell  Bros.  Circus,  Sam 
Solomon  of  Sol's  Liberty  Shows,  J.  L.  Landes 
of  J.  L.  Landes  Shows  and  Dee  Lang  of  Dee 
Lang  Shows  standardize  on  BIG  ELI  Trailer 
equipment  these  Trailers  must  prove  satis- 
factory or  these  men  would  use  some  other 
Trailer  equipment.  Three  new  Trailers  have 
this  winter  been  delivered  to  the  Solomon 
Winter  Quarters,  two  new  ones  to  Russell 
Bros.  Circus  and  Mr.  Lang  has  indicated 
his  intention  of  adding  more  Trailers  as  the 
season  gets  under  way. 

First  Quality  Materials  Used 

Remember  BIG  ELI  Trailers  are  ALL  equip- 
ped with  Timken  Tubular  Axles  and  Timken 
Bearings,   genuine  Bendix  Brakes  controlled 
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by  B-K  two-line  vacuum  air  system.  All 
structural  steel  frames  are  hot  riveted.  Floor 
boards  run  length-ways  and  are  continuous 
being  steel  bound  on  all  four  sides  and  having 
flat  side  of  a  T  iron  between  each  board  laying 
over  the  joints  to  protect  the  flooring  for 
heaving  loading  and  unloading. 

Standard  BIG  ELI  Trailers  have  removable 
end  gates  and  removable  panel  sides  for 
easy  loading  and  unloading.  All  Trailers 
are  finished  complete  when  tney  leave  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory,  the  last  coat  of  paint  being 
genuine  Sherwin  Williams,  Kem  Enamel, 
specially  made  for  outdoor  finish  and  service. 

Overload  Capacity  Built  In 

Built  in  to  each  BIG  ELI  Trailer  which  has  a 
nominal  load  capacity  of  six  tons,  is  a  reason- 
able over-load  capacity  without  injury  to  the 
Trailer.  Like  in  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  there  is 
a  high  factor  of  safety  in  the  over-load  built 
into  BIG  ELI  Trailers,  (ask  us  to  explain  this) 


Thirty-four  years  of  experience  in  the  out- 
door amusement  business  has  taught  us  the 
requirements  of  amusement  men.  We  have 
built  into  BIG  ELI  Trailers  what  it  takes 
to  handle  their  amusement  equipment  quick- 
ly and  economically  from  one  location  to 
another. 

Look  over  the  specifications  which  follow 
and  notice  the  quality  built  into  BIG  ELI 
Semi-Trailers. 

Move  your  amusement  equipment  faster, 
safer  and  more  economical  the  BIG  ELI 
Trailer  way  in  1934.    Let  us  tell  you  about  it. 

Yours  for  money-getting  riding  devices  and 
practical   transportation   equipment. 


^2^  C  /f^^^^^^^cL...^ 


Sales  Manager 


BIG   ELI   TRAILER   SPECIFICATIONS 


NOMINAL  CAPACITY 
TRAILER  AXLE,   RATING 
FRAME  LENGTH 
FRAME  SIZE,  STRUCTURAL 
CROSS  MEMBERS 


TRUSS  RODS 
AXLE 
BEARINGS 
AXLE  THREAD 
SPRINGS 

SPRING  HANGERS 

LUBRICATION 

WHEELS 

TIRES 

BRAKES 

FIFTH  WHEEL 

STANDARD  BODY 


STANDARD  7-20  FOOT 

6  tons 

10,000  pounds 

20  feet 

6  inch  steel  channels 


STANDARD    7-24    FOOT 

6  tons 

10,000  pounds 

23  feet  6  inches 

6  inch  steel  channels 


Same  on  both  lengths — Floor  Sills  2x2x1-4  inch — 
Angles.  Truss  Angles  1  3-4  x  1  3-4  x  1-4  inch  (all  hot 
riveted  to  main  frame). 


None 

Timken  Tubular,  4  inch 

Timken,  Roller 

64  inches 

3x3-8  inch,  13  leaves 

(Silico  Manganese  Steel) 

Malleable 

Alemite 

Budd,  Heavy  Duty 


7-8  inch  Round  Steel 

Timken,  Tubular  4  inch 

Timken,  Roller 

64  niches 

3x3-8  inch,  13  leaves 

(Silico  Manganese  Steel) 

Malleable 

Alemite 

Budd,  Heavy  Duty 


Same  on  both  lengths— 7.50x20  Truck  Balloons  Dual 
(recommended)  32x6  High  Pressure  (optional). 
Same  on   both  lengths — Bendix,   Built  in  2   1-2  x  16 
inch  B-K  Vacuum  Air — 2  line  control  system. 
Same    on    both    lengths— BIG    ELI    Ball    and    Socket 
Malleable  with  29  inch  steel  retaining  circle. 
Stake    Rack,   67   inches   high    boxed   solid    21    inches, 
then  4  inch  slats  to  top.     Removable  rear  and  side 
panels.       (other    body    designs   can    be   furnished    on 
Special  Order) 
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DUPLEX  BIG  ELI  WHEELS  are  GROWING  IN  POPULARITY 


In  spite  of  economic  conditions  that  have 
held  conditions  back  the  past  few  years, 
interest  in  duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels  has  in- 
creased. This  became  more  noticeable  with 
the  announcement  of  the  four-in-line  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  by  the  Royal  American  Shows 
in  1933  and  following  that  Mr.  Sedlmayr's 
article  in  the  Christmas  issue  of  the  Billboard 
magazine.  At  this  time  we  know  of  at  least 
ten  BIG  ELI  Wheel  owners  who  are  con- 
sidering duplexing  their  Wheels  for  the 
celebration  season  of  1934. 

An  Old  Time  Amusement  Man 

Favors  Duplex  Idea 

Recently  a  letter  came  from  our  friend 
Mike  T.  Clark,  for  many  years  General  Agent 
of  the  Brundage  Shows.  In  his  letter  Mr. 
Clark   says: 

"This  is  the  age  of  duplex,  triplex,  and 
quad  Wheels.     Twenty-eight  years  ago,  the 


first  year  I  was  with  Brundage  and  Fisher 
Amusement  Company  I  saw  an  opening  for 
more  than  one  Wheel  with  that  small  show. 
I  could  never  get  S.W.B.  to  see  it.  He  argued 
that  we  stayed  a  week  and  that  all  would  have 
a  chance  to  ride  before  the  week  was  over.  I 
contended  that  if  we  had  two  Wheels  they 
would  ride  them  several  times  whereas  they 
would  only  ride  one  Wheel  one  time  on  account 
of  limited  capacity.  I  sure  argued  this  as  I 
saw  so  many  folks  standing  in  line  for  the 
single  Wheel.  With  more  than  one  Wheel  it 
would  encourage  more  riders  and  these  would 
ride  more  often  had  they  the  chance.  With  the 
pleasant  comfortable  and  enjoyable  features 
of  the  Ferris  Wheel  it  will  always  be  a  popular 
ride  for  all,  old  and  young.  With  best  regards 
to  the  BIG  ELI  Family, 

Sincerely  yours, 

Mike  T.  Clark." 
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Plan  of  Adding  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
Steadily  Growing 

As  has  already  been  stated  and  the  fact  is 
common  knowledge  the  Royal  American 
Shows  lead  American  Midway  Attractions 
with  four-in-line  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheels. 
Following  close  behind  them  a  smaller  motor- 
ized Show — Sol's  Liberty,  with  three  No.  5 
BIG  ELI  Wheels  and  for  their  celebrations 
a  BABY  ELI  Wheel. 

Following  these  come  Roy  Gray,  Capt 
Latlip,  Castle  &  Hirsch,  F.  E.  Gooding, 
Miller's  Attractions,  J.  C.  Weer  and  others 
with  their  Duplex  outfits. 

Operate  Your  Wheels  in  a  Way 
that  Best  Suits  Your  Patrons 

Some  owners  advocate  separating  the  Wheels> 
putting  them  in  different  locations  on  the 
Midway.  Others  say,  operate  the  Wheels 
together  but  face  one  one  way  and  the  other 
the  other  way  operating  these  Wheels  in 
opposite  directions.  Then  some  other  owner 
says  operate  one  Wheel  at  a  moderate  speed 
and'  the  other  faster.  Our  suggestion  is,  try 
out  these  methods  and  use  the  plan  that 
best  suits  your  Midway  patrons.  After  all, 
THEY  must  be  pleased  if  you  are  to  get 
increased  business  from  the  additional  Wheel 
equipment. 


Adding  Another  Ride 

Placing  an  additional  BIG  ELI  Wheel  on 
your  Midway  increases  the  ride  line-up, 
allowing  the  count  of  another  ride  which  to 
some  Fair  Secretaries  is  quite  an  important 
item  when  booking.  But  the  principal  reason 
for  adding  another  Wheel  is  increased  interest 
and  business.  This  may  be  had  by  painting 
the  Wheels  up  flashily,  adding  plenty  of  light 
to  the  rides,  the  space  between  them  and  an 
entrance  which  can  be  designed  and  framed 
with  plenty  of  lights. 

Reason  for  Adding  Another  Wheel — 
More  Profits 

Remember  we  are  ready  to  consider  with 
you  the  additional  BIG  ELI  Wheel  to  operate 
with  your  present  equipment.  All  sizes  of 
standard  BIG  ELI  Wheels  are  in  stock,  so 
communicate  with  us  when  you  are  ready  for 
the  second  BIG  ELI.  The  interest  of  many 
Wheel  owners  proves  the  consistent  pop- 
ularity and  profit  earning  ability  of  the  single 
Wheel,  or  these  owners  would  never  consider 
additional  investments  in  BIG  ELI  Wheels. 

Whether  you  are  considering  investing 
in  your  first  Wheel  or  adding*  Wheels  ask  for 
full  information,  details  and  prices  of  the 
BIG  ELI  for  1934. 


PAINT    UP    TIME    IS    HERE 

We  sell  everything  you  need  to  Paint  up  the  BIG  ELI  WHEEL.  Only  highest 
Grade  paints  are  furnished.  Genuine  Sherwin-Williams  Kem  Enamel  Colors 
and  Varnishes — ELI  Special  Aluminum  Enamel  (Best  by  Test). 

ELI  Special  Aluminum  Enamel,  gallon $3.65 

(2  1-2  gallons  required  for  Average  size  Wheel) 

Orange  Yellow  Color  Varnish,  gallon 3.25 

Gray  Primer  for  Steel,  gallon 3.60 

Black  Pantasote  Upholstering  Refinish,  quart 1.25 

Red  Color  and  Varnish,  quart 1-65 

Green  Color  and  Varnish,  quart 1-65 

Spar  Varnish,  Clear,  quart 1-65 

Two  and  one-half  inch  Gold  Transfer  Numbers  for  Seats — 

For  No.  16  Wheel,  per  set 4.60 

For  No.  5  and  No.  12  Wheels,  per  set 3.60 

For  No.  10  Wheel,  per  set 2.65 

ORDER  YOUR  REQUIREMENTS  NOW— SHIPMENTS    MADE  PROMPTLY 
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A  few  days  ago  I  had  some  trouble  with  my 
teeth.  I  did  not  go  to  a  general  physician, 
my  surgeon,  nor  the  eye  doctor,  but  to  my 
friend  the  dentist  who  specializes  in  know- 
ing how  to  repair  and  treat  teeth.  Now  days 
if  we  want  special  work  done  we  call  upon  a 
specialist  whether  he  be  an  automobile  me- 
chanic, tire  repair  man,  surgeon   or  dentist. 

If,  in  the  past  thirty-four  years,  our  Com- 
pany have  specialized  in  anything  it  has  been 
the  riding  device  business.  An  Operator 
came  to  us  a  few  days  ago  asking  the  factory 
time  for  erecting  and  taking  down  a  BIG 
ELI  Wheel.  We  told  him  that  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  under  all  favorable  conditions,  four 
experienced  expert  BIG  ELI  Wheel  men 
erected  a  No.  5  in  one  hour  and  fifty-two 
minutes,  and  took  the  same  Wheel  down  in 
one  hour  and  seventeen  minutes. 

Such  speed,  however,  is  not  required  of  an 
operator  on  the  road.  While  reasonably  good 
time  in  erecting  and  taking  down  riding  de- 
vices is  expected  by  the  owner,  he  much 
prefers  his  operators  to  use  care  and  attention 
to  the  protection  of  the  ride  equipment. 

Be  a  specialist  in  the  handling  of  your 
riding  device.  Know  your  work  thoroughly. 
Handle  the  ride  with  that  sure  hand  that 
signifies  knowledge,  but  don't  try  to  be  so 
speedy  with  your  work  as  to  defeat  more 
important  requirements  that  make  up  a  first 
class   Operator. 


Some  operators  are  already  getting  their 
rides  ready  for  work  of  the  1934  amusement 
season  approaching.  Others  will  soon  give 
this  their  attention.  Look  over  the  ride 
thoroughly.  In  arranging  to  repaint  and  brush 
up  the  equipment  see  that  worn  parts  are 
replaced,  secure  equipment  to  replace  any 
that  are  missing.  See  that  the  engine  is  tuned 
up  and  in  tip-top  shape.  Give  the  ride  a 
chance  to  do  a  real  season's  work  for  you. 
Don't  say,  "Oh,  that's  good  enough,  it  will 
pafs,"  buc  make  it  the  best  possible.  Present 
indications  are  the  1934  ami^sement  season 
will  show  much  improvement,  so  whether 
your  ride  is  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  Merry-Go- 
Round,  Tilt-A-Whirl,  Chair-plane  or  some 
other  equipment,  have  it  ready  for  continuous 
work  without  a  break-down.  You  owe  it  to 
your  employer,  who  owns  the  ride,  to  the 
ride  itself,  and  to  your  own  best  interests 
to  do  this. 


As  this  article  is  being  written,  1934  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  parts  price  lists  are  being  mailed 
to  every  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Owner  whose 
address  we  have.  Parts  price  lists  will  also 
be  mailed  to  Operators  who  request  them. 
If  you  would  like  to  have  one  of  these  parts 
lists  for  handy  reference  throughout  the  year, 
a  government  postal  card  with  your  name 
and  address  will  bring  you  one  of  these  lists 
free  of  charge.  Just  ask  for  it  and  tell  us  what 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  you  will  operate  the  coming 
season. 


Of  late  we  have  received  requests  for  a 
number  of  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Operator's  Lapel 
Buttons.  Our  explanation  to  every  Operator 
is  that  to  receive  a  Lapel  Button  he  must 
be  properly  recommended  by  one  or  more 
Wheel  Owners  for  whom  he  has  worked  and 
who  knows  of  his  ability  to  manage  and  suc- 
cessfully operate  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  Some 
Operators  have  furnished  us  these  necessary 
recommendations. 

Recently  our  supply  of  Operator's  Lapel 
Buttons  became  exhausted  and  to  date  we 
have  not  purchased  a  new  supply  as  these  are 
bought  in  quite  large  quantities,  and  require 
considerable  financial  outlay.  Sometime 
later  in  the  year  we  hope  to  have  more  of 
these  Lapel  Buttons  and  to  furnish  them  to 
Operators  who  are  entitled  to  them.  We 
feel  a  word  of  explanation  on  this  page  to  be 
practical  at  this  time,  so  explain  it  to  all 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  Operators. 


One  Operator  recently  wrote  us  to  know  the 
proper  method  of  re-roping  the  drive  sheave. 
Another  wanted  to  know  how  to  re-fill  the 
wood  drive  rims.  Then  another  asked  the 
proper  way  to  thread  the  drive  cable  on  the 
sheave  wheel.  Still  another  asked  about  the 
proper  way  to  true  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  Your 
problem  may  not  be  just  like  these  but  if  you 
have  some  slight  difficulty  and  would  like 
to  know  our  method  of  solving  the  problem 
you  have  but  to  ask  us  and  we  will  write 
you  fully  about  it.  It  is  our  desire  to  have  this 
department  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS  really  help 
you  become  a  more  efficient  operator  of  the 
BIG  ELI  Wheel. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  R.  Snapp  stopped  in  for      days  visit  in  the  former  home  at  Monticello, 


a  few  hours  visit  on  January  17th.  They  were 
enroute  from  their  home  at  Georgetown, 
Illinois  to  winter  quarters  of  Snapp  Attrac- 
tions, Joplin,  Missouri.  <  Mrs.  Snapp  has 
recently  recovered  from  a  serious  illness 
but  was  looking  fine  on  their  visit  here. 


Iowa. 


Messrs.  Peterson  and  Fast  of  Russell  Bros. 
Circus  were  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  January 
31st  and  February  1st  where  they  took  de- 
livery of  two  24  ft.  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers 


Van  Type  BIG  ELI  SEMI-TRAILER  for  Sol's  Liberty  Shows 


The  accompanying  picture  taken  on  January 
15th  shows  the  24  ft.  Trailer  which  will 
house  "Hollywood  Gold  Diggers"  with  Sol's 
Liberty  Shows  just  ready  to  leave  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory.  This  Van  type  Trailer  with 
side  doors  and  rear  doors  is  finely  finished  in 
ivory  enamel  trimmed  in  red  with  gold  letter- 
ing. It  is  a  finely  finished  outfit  and  a  real 
flash  for  the  advertisement  of  any  show 
between  locations  on  regular  moves. 


which  are  added  to  the  equipment  of  the 
Russell  Bros.  Circus  for  the  1934  season. 
Twelve  BIG  ELI  units  will  appear  as  part  of 
the  motorized  equipment  on  this  Circus  for 
1934  season.  Russell  Bros.  Circus  Winter- 
quarters  address  is  Rolla,  Missouri. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Lee  recently  called 
at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  for  a  short  visit 
with  us.  They  were  on  their  way  home  to 
Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  after  several 


Albert  Latto  of  Chicago,  Illinois  and  Sam 
Solomon  of  Streator,  Illinois  visited  at  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory  January  5th.  They  came 
over  from  the  Illinois  Fair  Secretaries' 
Meeting  at  Springfield,  Illinois.  Mr.  Latto 
returned  to  Chicago  that  night  and  Mr. 
Solomon    drove    to    Streator    the    next    day. 
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Practical  Power  for 
Riding  Device  Operation! 


SPECIFICATIONS 


MOTOR — Heavy  duty,  four  cylinder 
Bron^e-back  removable  connecting  rod 
bearings,  removable  babbitt  crank- 
shaft bearings.  Self-oiling  in-built 
Governor  maintains  speed  regardless 
of  load. 

LUBRICATION— Splash  to  cylinders- 
constant  level  type.  Oil  forced  by 
pump  to  all   bearings  and   gears. 

RADIATOR— ELI     Design,     built     for 

heavy  service. 

COOLING— Thermo    Syphon    system. 

FAN — Four    blade,    heavy    duty    type, 

adjustable  equipped  with  hyatt  roller 

bearings. 

IGNITION — Eisemann     high     tension 

GL-4  Magneto  with  low-speed  winding 

to  insure  hot  spark  for  starting. 


CARBURETOR— Zenith  Model  94-TO 
with  hot  air  stove  and  centrifugal  air- 
cleaner. 

MUFFLER— LeRoi,  A13-38  simple  but 
effective. 

RIGHT  ANGLE  DRIVE— ELI  Special 
design.  Nickel  steel,  machine  cut 
gears  mounted  on  alloy  steel  shafts 
with  ball  bearings.     Runs  in  oil. 

DRIVE  PULLEY— 18"  x  6",  cash  iron 

keyed    to    shaft    for    standard    e<iuip- 

ment. 

HORSE  POWER— 16  (brake  h.p.) 

TRUCK— Standard   ELI   engine   truck 

— measurements  3  ft.  wide,  6  ft.  8  in. 

long  (will  load  crossways  on  truck  or 

Trailer.) 

WEIGHT— Complete  on  truck  1184  lbs. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Builders     of     Dependable    Products    for    34    Years 


JACKSONVILLE 


ILLINOIS 
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Caceres'  Rides  at  Merida,  Yucatan,  Mexico 


This  picture  was  sent  us  by  our  friend  Simon 
Caceres  of  Merida,  Yucatan,  Mexico.  Mr. 
Caceres'  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  Carouselle 
and  Airplane  Swing  are  popular  rides  in  terri- 
tory where  he  operates.  This  picture  was 
taken  in  his  home  City.  Read  his  statements 
in  the  letter  accompanying  the  picture. 
"Esteemed  friends, 

"I  am  very  pleased  to  send  you  a  photograph 
of  part  of  my  apparatus  in  which  my  BIG 
ELI  No.  12  occupies  a  prominent  place.  The 
installation  is  in  the  principal  Plaza  of  this 
City  where  there  is  being  held  a  National 
Industrial  and  Agricultural  Exposition  in 
honor  of  the  National  Presidential  candidate, 
Gral  Lazaro  Cardenas,  who  enjoys  con- 
siderable popularity  and  who  surely  will  be- 
come the  President  of  our  Republic.  The 
building  which  can  be  seen  in  the  left  fore- 
ground is  the  Palace  of  the  Governor  of 
Yucatan. 

"My  BIG  ELI  is  in  spic  and  span  condi- 
tion with  a  new  coat  of  paint  and  it  looks 
like  new.  This  is  the  result  of  good  care 
and  attention,  never  failing  to  give  it  a  coat 
of  paint  at  least  every  six  months. 

Your  very  sincere  friend, 

Simon  Caceres  B." 


Mr.  Caceres  has  owned  this  amusement 
equipment  a  number  of  years  and  has  been 
quite  successful  with  it,  in  his  home  Country, 

Mexico.  

W.  L.  Weiseman,  Manager  Georgia  At- 
tractions states  he  has  moved  his  equipment 
into  the  State  of  South  Carolina  where  he  is 
finding  conditions  somewhat  improved  with 
the  outlook  for  business  better  as  the  year 
progresses.  The  Georgia  Attractions  include 
BIG  ELI  No.  5,  Chairplane,  several  Shows 
and  concessions. 

J.  Harry  Six  Attractions  opened  the  season 
at  Mt.  Washington,  Kentucky,  Saturday, 
April  14.  Just  before  this  opening.  Mana- 
ger Six  wrote:  "Conditions  look  good  in 
this  territory,  lots  of  people  working  and  to- 
bacco brought  a  good  price.  We  hope  for  a 
bigger  season  than  the  past  several  have 
been  and  surely  are  due  for  a  break  now." 


Reid  Greater  Shows  have  been  operating 
several  weeks  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina. 
Ride  equipment  on  this  Show  includes  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Earl  Reid's  7-car  Tilt-A-Whirl 
and  Mrs.  Mabel  Reid's  No.  12  BIG  ELI 
Wheel. 


April 


Bis  Eli  News 


19 


The  official  staff  consists  of  Orville  and 
Harry  Hennies,  Owners  and  Managers, 
Noble  C.  Fairly,  General  Representative, 
Col.     Dan     MacGugin,     Secretary-Treasurer. 


Noble  C.  Fairly 

Noble  C.  Fairly,  whose  picture  appears  on 
this  page  has  been  employed  as  general  rep- 
resentative of  Hennies  Bros.'  Shows  wnich 
made  their  opening  bow  in  the  outdoor 
amusement  business  at  Wichita,  Kansas, 
week  of  April  23.  Mr.  Fairly's  long  years  of 
experience  in  the  outdoor  amusement  business 
will  be  very  valuable  in  guiding  this  new 
Amusement  Compan:.  during  this  year  of 
1934. 

The  Fairly  r^des  consisting  of  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  and  Chairplane  began  the  season 
with  Hennies  Bros'  Shows  and  their  7-car 
Tilt- A- Whirl  being  operated  by  Mrs.  Fairly 
on  the  J.  Crawford  Francis  Shows  will  be- 
come a  part  of  the  Hennies'  Midway  at  El- 
dorado, Kansas,  week  of  May  7. 

The  line-up  of  rides  on  the  Hennies'  Mid- 
way consists  of  BIG  ELI  No.  5,  7-car  Tilt-A- 
Whirl,  Merry-Mix-Up,  Dodgem,  Whip,  Merry- 
Go-Round  and  three  kiddie  rides.  Ten  shows 
and  25  concessions,  two  free  acts,  Capt 
E.  H.  Hugo's  High  Dive  and  Madam  Flor- 
ence's high  pole  act  with  Earl  Strout's  band 
completes  the  Midway. 

This  entire  amusement  outfit  will  be  moved 

Cicks  and  trailers. 


Reports  coming  to  us  from  Zeiger  United 
Shows  indicate  they  opened  early  in  April 
and  are  operating  in  New  Mexico.  C.  F. 
Zeiger,  Manager,  one  of  our  long  time  friends, 
is  owner  of  a  BIG  ELI  No.  5  and  seven  car 
Tilt- A- Whirl. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Work,  Manager  R.  H.  Work 
Amusement  Company  writes  his  Company 
will  open  the  season  in  or  near  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania  early  in  May.  Manager  Work 
has  spent  the  past  winter  in  the  State  of 
Texas. 


In  several  recent  letters  from  Arthur  G. 
Wilbur,  Ride  Owner  of  New  England,  he 
reports  a  very  cold  winter  at  his  home  address. 
North  Adams,  Massachusetts.  He  tells  us 
the  ground  was  frozen  to  a  depth  of  8  ft. 
and  many  of  the  City  Water  Pipes  froze  and 
bursted.  Mr.  Wilbur  works  during  winters 
in  the  Cloth  Print  Mill  of  North  Adams  and 
has  given  us  a  very  interesting  story  of  how 
the  work  is  done. 

At  last  report  he  was  making  his  plans 
for  the  1934  amusement  season  in  New 
England  territory,  and  is  looking  forward  to 
a  year  of  better  business  on  the  BIG  ELI 
No.  5,  Spillman  Carouselle,  and  7-car  Tilt- 
A-Whirl.  Ride  Owner  Wilbur,  while  having 
seen  years  of  experience  in  the  amusement 
business  is  still  young  in  spirit. 

C.  E.  Pearson  Shows  of  Ramsey,  Illinois 
will  open  the  1934  season  on  May  26.  Capt. 
C.  E.  Pearson  who  has  been  ill  for  a  number 
of  months  is  still  confined  to  his  home  but  is 
making  all  plans  for  the  season's  opening  and 
work  on  schedule.  Mrs.  Pearson  is  assisting 
her  husband  in  the  necessary  pre-season 
detail  planning,  and  will  be  in  charge  of 
activities  on  the  Show  throughout  the  season. 


Mrs.  Josephine  James  Flournoy's  No.  12 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  is  operating  this  season 
on  Swisher  Bros.  Shows,  opening  at  Galena, 
Kansas,  April  28.  This  wheel  is  under  the 
management  of  W.  J.  Swisher. 
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Bharucha's  BIG  ELI   No.   12,  Fairyland  Carnival,  Surat,  India 


In  BIG  ELI  NEWS  for  January-February 
we  reproduced  a  picture  of  crude  wooden 
ferris  wheels,  delighting  their  patrons  in 
Dacca,  Bengal,  India.  The  accompanying 
picture  in  contrast  is  a  No.  12  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  owned  by  Novelty  Exhibition  Com- 
pany, Mr.  N.  E.  Bharucha,  Proprietor  with 
headquarters  in  Bombay,  India.  This  pic- 
ture was  taken  in  Surat,  India  and  is  called 
Fairyland  Carnival  including  other  attrac- 
tions operating  in  connection  with  the  BIG 
ELI  Wheel. 

In  the  letter  accompanying  several  photo- 
graphs, Mr.  Bharucha  says: 

"As  you  know  I  am  the  proud  owner  of  a 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  No.  12  which  I  ordered 
out  in  1914  and  which  I  ran  for  seventeen 
years  at  one  place  iu  Bombay.  For  the 
last  three  years  I  have  been  traveling  with  it 
together  with  side  shows  and  other  carnival 
attractions.  I  have  been  to  some  of  the 
queerest  places  in  India  where  they  had 
never  seen  anything  like  the  BIG  ELI, 
and  wherever  I  went  the  trusty  BIG  ELI 
was  a  favorite  hit  with  the  people. 

"The  last  place  I  visited  was  Kabul, 
Afghanistan,  an  absolutely  different  place 
altogether,   some   1500   miles  from   Bombay. 


We  had  to  go  by  Rail  up  to  Peshawar  a  dis- 
tance of  about  1200  miles  from  here  and  from 
Peshawar  we  had  to  take  our  things  on  motor 
lorries  for  a  distance  of  some  300  miles  of 
rocky  mountains  and  the  most  dangerous 
passes.  We  had  to  cross  the  Frontier  of  the 
Afghan  Government  at  Torkham  after  which 
our  difficulties  began  because  nobody  could 
understand  our  language  and  we  could  not 
understand  theirs.  After  a  lot  of  difficulties 
we  at  last  reached  Kabul  full  of  dust  where 
we  were  received  and  treated  very  well  by 
the  State. 

"This  place  is  some  7000  feet  above  Sea 
level  and  is  very  cold,  snowing  almost  all 
the  year  round.  There,  we  had  an  engage- 
ment of  ten  days.  They  had  never  seen  a 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  and  when  we  were  erecting 
it  they  flocked  around  us  making  a  thousand 
guesses  as  to  the  nature  of  the  structure  be- 
ing erected.  Some  saying  it  was  a  wind  mill, 
some  saying  it  was  a  Power  House,  etc.  W^hen 
it  was  completed  how  they  flocked  and  rushed 
to  get  a  first  seat  on  the  BIG  ELI  which  was 
a  rage  amongst  them  for  the  ten  days  we 
stayed  there  and  cleared  a  good  round  sum. 

"My  son  Purvez  has  been  conducting  the 
whole    Show   for   the   last   few   years   and   I 
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N    E.  Bharucha 

just  accompany  him  whenever  I  feel  tired  of 
doing  nothing.  He  has  erected  the  Wheel 
here  at  a  sea  side  place  called  Chowpatty 
where  he  is  doing  very  well  at  present  and  is 
thinking  of  t;:oing  again  on  tour. 

"There  is  one  thing  about  the  BIG  ELI, 
which  is,  that  wherever  we  have  taken  it, 
it  has  been  the  nost  favorite  with  the  public 
out  of  all  the  oth-^r  various  attractions. 

Yours  faithfully, 

N.  E.  BHARUCHA" 

Above  we  show  you  a  picture  of  Mr.  Bharu- 
cha, the  owner  of  the  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
which  has  been  a  successful  attraction  for 
him  for  twenty  years  in  the  far  away  country. 


J.  A.  Montgomery  reports  a  fair  season's 
opening  with  his  riding  devices  on  the  Page 
Shows  at  Rome,  Georgia.  The  official  open- 
ing was  April  6,  continuing  in  that  location 
until  the  14th.  Although  weather  condi- 
tions were  not  ideal  throughout  the  eight 
days,  business  was  so  far  ahead  of  last  year 
Mr.  Montgomery  is  very  optimistic  regarding 
the  season's  prospects  for  business. 


Reports  on  rides  coming  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  show  marked  improvement  over  the 
same  period  in  1933  and  many  optimistic 
statements  come  to  us  regarding  prospects 
for  this  season.  The  amusement  business 
will  improve  with  better  general  conditions 
and  the  prospect  for  that  improvement  seems 
to  be  here  and  now. 


T.  L.  SNODGRASS 
1876—1934 

Thomas  L.  Snodgrass,  Manager  Snodgrass 
Shows  of  Clinton,  Missouri  passed  away  at 
his  home  in  that  City  March  10,  1934.  Mr. 
Snodgrass  had  been  ill  for  three  years,  during 
a  portion  of  that  time  confined  to  his  bed  or 
wheel  chair. 

Mr.  Snodgrass  had  been  a  member  of  the 
BIG  ELI  Family  of  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Owners 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  always  upright 
in  his  business  dealings  desiring  to  handle 
all  matters  of  business  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  under  existing  conditions. 

T.  L.  Snodgrass  was  a  member  of  B.P.O.E. 
and  A.F.  &  A.M.  fraternal  orders.  Final 
memorial  services  were  held  March  12  and 
interment  was  in  Englewood  Cemetery, 
Clinton,  Missouri. 

The  widow,  Mrs.  Nona  Snodgrass  will 
continue  operating  the  amusement  company 
of  which  her  late  husband  was  Manager 
for  so  many  years. 

Dee  Lang,  Manager  Dee  Lang  Shows  reports 
from  Arkansas  business  fair  when  weather 
conditions  are  favorable.  They  have  had 
much  rain  in  that  State  that  seriously  inter- 
ferred  with  business. 

Dee  Lang  Shows  will  be  in  Missouri  during 
the  early  weeks  of  May  and  later  enter  the 
State  of  Illinois. 


The  Al  C.  Hansen  Shows  began  the  1934 
season  in  Bessemer,  Alabama  the  first  week 
in  April  and  after  two  locations  in  that  State, 
jumped  into  Kentucky  and  at  this  writing 
are  working  rapidly  north.  In  a  recent  letter 
from  Manager  Hansen  he  says:  "How  are 
conditions  up  your  way?  People  thru  this 
section  are  in  much  better  spirits  than  they 
have  been  in  several  years."  Our  report  to 
Mr.  Hansen  was  that  the  same  conditions 
prevail  generally  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
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W.  O.  BROWN 

1876—1934 

William  O.  Brown,  riding  device  owner  for 
twenty-five  years,  passed  away  Tuesday, 
March  20th  at  the  American  Hospital,  Chi- 
cago, Illinois.  Mr.  Brown  had  been  seriously 
ill  for  a  number  of  weeks  with  a  complica- 
tion of  diseases. 

W.  O.  Brown  was  a  native  of  McMinn- 
ville,  Tennessee  and  for  a  number  of  years 
during  the  younger  period  of  his  life  followed 
the  printers  trade.  Entering  the  riding 
device  business  about  1909  he  was  for  a  time 
associated  with  E.  W.  Weaver  and  later  with 
Clyde  R.  Leggette,  their  amusement  com- 
pany being  known  as,  Leggette  and  Brown 
Shows.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  an 
independent  riding  device  man  of  Chicago; 
Mr.  Brown  was  also  later  associated  with 
Clyde  R.  Leggette  and  spent  some  time  during 
the  past  two  years  on  the  Leggette  Shows. 

He  is  survived  by  his  Mother,  Mrs.  Betty 
Brown,  two  brothers,  A.  B.  Brown  of  Mc- 
Minnville  and  E.  B.  Brown  of  Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

Final  services  in  memory  of  the  late  W.  O. 
Brown  were  held  at  the  Hursen  Funeral 
Chapel,   1820  South   Michigan  Avenue,   Chi- 


cago, Illinois  on  March  23,  1934.  Inter- 
ment was  in  Showmen's  Rest,  Woodlawn 
Cemetery,   Chicago. 

To  know  W.  O.  Brown  was  to  love  him- 
He  was  a  real  business  man  and  a  true  friend- 
In  addition  to  his  connections  in  the  riding 
device  business  he  was  a  member  of  the 
MaJ0^ic  Fraternity,  a  past  President  and 
active  member  of  Showmen's  League  of  Amer- 
ica from  which  organization  he  will  be  greatly 
missed. 

"We  are  born  for  a  higher  destiny  than 
that  of  earth.  There  is  a  realm  where  the 
rainbow  never  fades,  where  the  stars  will  be 
spread  before  us  like  islands  that  slumber 
on  the  ocean  and  where  the  beings  that  pass 
before  us  like  shadows  will  stay  in  our  pres- 
ence forever." — Lytton 


The  BIG  ELI  Wheel  pictured  on  the  front 
cover  of  this  issue  will  again  be  located  on 
the  Rubin  &  Cherry  Exposition  which  will 
open  soon  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey.  Operating 
with  this  Wheel  will  be  another  No.  5  BIG 
ELI  to  complete  a  Duplex  Unit  on  this 
Midway. 

Then  on  the  Model  Shows  (another  Gru- 
berg  organization)  will  be  two  No.  12  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  in  Duplex  formation.  The 
Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheel  arrangement  is 
fast  gaining  popularity  and  many  of  the 
larger  amusement  companies  will  operate 
Wheels    under    this    arrangement    for    1934. 


We  are  glad  to  welcome  into  the  BIG  ELI 
Family  a  new  member,  Mr.  John  F.  Cunning- 
ham of  New  Matamoras,  Ohio.  Mr.  Cunning- 
ham came  after  his  BIG  ELI  Wheel  with 
two  trucks  on  April  19.  This  was  our  first 
personal  meeting  and  a  very  pleasant  one. 
He  impressed  us  as  a  successful  amusement 
man,  conscientious,  honest  and  industrious. 
He  operates  his  amusement  company  in 
Eastern  Ohio. 


BIG  ELI  Owner  R.  0.  Couch,  of  Monteith, 
Iowa  included  this  statement  in  a  recent 
letter:  "We  are  getting  things  in  shape  for 
the  coming  season  and  look  for  it  to  start 
better  than  last.  While  we  could  not  complain 
on  last  season,  we  could  have  done  much 
more  on  the  same  overhead  expense." 
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Frank  Burke,  ride  owner  of  Arizona  writes: 
"Wish  you  could  come  out  and  see  our 
outfit.  We  would  show  you  some  mountains 
out  this  way  and  you  would  wonder  how 
we  can  move  these  rides  in  these  hills.  All 
I  want  now  is  a  couple  of  your  Trailers  and 
we  will  move  faster  than  we  do  now.  We  will 
be  fixed  up  one  of  these  days  to  get  the  money 
and  have  the  equipment  to  get  it  with.  In 
addition  to  the  Wheel  and  Tilt-A-Whirl  I 
have  John  Bridges  with  his  Baby  Ride  and 
Mr.  Seifer  with  the  Chairplane. 

Sincerely  yours,  Frank  Burke" 


R.  S.  Frederick,  Manager  Frederick  Amuse- 
ment Company,  Gothenburg,  Nebraska,  writ- 
ing under  date  of  February  27  says:  "We 
would  like  to  book  a  Tilt-A-Whirl  for  the 
1934  season.  We  have  four  rides,  six  shows 
and  about  twenty  concessions.  Our  rides 
consist  of  Merry-Go-Round,  BIG  ELI  Wheel, 
Merry-Mix-Up  and   Miniature  Train. 

"Would  like  to  subscribe  for  BIG  ELI 
NEWS  for  the  coming  year." 

Mr.  Frederick  was  of  course  immediately 
placed  on  the  NEWS  mailing  list  to  receive 
future  copies  of  this  magazine  at  his  home 
address. 


AMUSEMENT    PARKS 


BIG  ELI  Owner  Bertram  Mace  of  Penns- 
grove.  New  Jersey  advises  he  will  again 
operate  his  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  at  High- 
land Park  for  1934. 


Wm.  J.  Hocking  of  Chester,  West  Virginia, 
will  operate  his  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel  at 
Idlewild  Park,  Ligonier,  Pennsylvania  for  the 
coming  season.  Mr.  Hocking's  Wheel  has 
formerly  been  located  at  Rock  Springs 
Park  in  Chester.  Both  of  these  Parks  are 
under  the  able  management  of  C.  C.  Mac- 
donald. 

Wheel  Owner  R.  S.  Coffin  of  Bangor,  Maine 
writes  he  has  again  leased  his  No.  12  BIG 
ELI  to  Mr.  L.  Larrabee  for  operation  at 
Salisbury  Beach,  Massachusetts  for  the 
coming  season. 


In  a  letter  recently  received  from  Mr.  Rilia 
McLain,  Eastwood  Park,  Detroit,  Michigan, 
he  says:  "We  desire  to  inform  you  we  have  the 
Ferris  Wheel  structure  complete.  The  Wheel 
looks  very  neat  and  attractive. 

We  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thank- 
ing you  for  promptness  in  which  you  took 
care  of  our  needs  and  also  wish  to  compliment 
your  firm  for  the  manner  in  which  you  do 
things.  The  easy  way  you  make  for  your 
clients  in  erecting  the  rides." 

As  already  recorded  in  the  columns  of 
BIG  ELI  NEWS,  Eastwood  Coaster  Com- 
pany have  installed  a  new  Wheel  at  their 
Detroit,  Michigan  Park.  We  appreciate 
their  mention  of  BIG  ELI  Service  rendered. 
It  is  always  our  desire  to  work  with  our 
friends  for  tne  successful  operation  of  BIG 
ELI   Wheels. 


BOOKING    LISTS 


The  Following  Park  and  Amusement  Companies  want  to  book  BIG  ELI  Wheels  and 
Tilt-A-Whirls  for  the  Season  of  1934.  We  do  not  guarantee  these  locations  other 
than  to  give  their  names,  addresses  and  such  data  as  has  been  furnished  us 


BIG  ELI  WHEELS 

1.  New  England  Shows 

2.  Wonderland  Park 

3.  Luna  Park 

4.  Perry  Park 

5.  Atlas  Amusement  Company 

6.  Luna  Amusement  Park 

7.  Liberty  Amusement  Shows 

8.  New  Manhattan  Beach  Amusement  Park 


9.  Sandel  Amusement  Company 

10.  Whalom  Park 

11.  Mississippi  Beach  Park 

TILT-A-WHIRLS— 

1.  Great  Sutton  Shows 

2.  Liberty  Amusement  Shows 

3.  Whalom  Park 

4.  Frederick  Amusement  Company 
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EDITORIAL 

"A  good  reputation  is  my  greatest  asset." 
This  is  substantially  the  thought  in  a  state- 
ment made  to  me  by  a  friend  who  recently 
visited  the  BIG  ELI  Factory.  While  this 
man  is  just  a  new  BIG  ELI  Owner,  he  has 
owned  and  operated  other  amusement  equip- 
ment for  several  years.  When  we  investigated 
his  references  before  the  Wheel  contract  was 
completed  some  of  the  finest  statements  we 
ever  read  were  made  about  this  man. 

In  my  conversation  with  him  he  informed 
me  he  was  still  able  to  ask  his  local  Banker 
for  a  short  time  loan  and  receive  it  without 
question.  He  added,  "of  course,  I  can't  get 
money  in  the  amounts  I  have  formerly  se- 
cured it,  but  even  to  be  able  to  borrow  on 
personal  note  under  present  financial  condi- 
tions is  a  real  satisfaction  to  me." 

Then  he  went  on  to  say,  at  any  time  we 
desired  to  further  investigate  him,  he  would 
give  us  the  names  of  committees  and  Fair 
Secretaries  where  he  had  worked  in  past  years, 
where  he  can  always  go  back  with  his  little 
Amusement  Company  and  be  welcome. 

The  thought  has  come  to  us  in  this  con- 
nection, that  life  after  all  is  built  on  faith. 


If  we  keep  faith  with  our  fellow  men,  the 
world  is  rather  a  good  place  to  live  in  after 
all.  This  man  bespoke  the  thoughts  of  many 
others  that  personal  faith  and  confidence  in 
one's  honesty  and  square  dealings  are  worth 
more  than  great  riches. 

There  are  men  of  our  acquaintance  who, 
at  the  beginning  of  every  year,  would  like 
to  erase  from  all  memory  their  actions  of  the 
year  before.  They  would  like  to  start  new 
again.  Ah,  but  that  is  impossible.  Reputa- 
tion follows  you  from  place  to  place,  month 
upon  month  and  year  upon  year. 

Back  in  war  time  history,  there  is  an  inci- 
dent of  an  Army  retreating,  being  closely 
pressed  by  the  victorious  opposing  forces.  The 
Leader  of  the  retreating  Army  fearing  early 
capture  gave  orders  to  burn  all  bridges  as 
soon  as  his  men  had  passed  over  them. 
Whether  that  saved  his  Army  I  cannot  at 
this  time  say,  but  I  do  know  in  life,  burning 
one's  bridges  behind  him  cannot  be  successfully 
accomplished.  Deeds  done  cannot  be  erased 
— our  deeds  do  follow  us. 

Amusement  men  may  consider  themselves 
transients  in  certain  territories,  but  this 
isn't  such  a  Big  World  after  all.  Before 
many  months  you  may  desire  to  return 
through  these  same  territories.  It  pays 
to  leave  your  towns  and  committees  satisfied. 

An  unfavorable  reputation,  not  only  fol- 
lows, but  many  times  travels  ahead  of  you. 
May  we  call  your  attention  to  the  opening 
statement  of  this  Editorial?  "A  good  repu- 
tation is  my  greatest  asset."  Take  this  as 
your  personal  motto,  and  live  by  it.  You 
can  then  not  only  rest  with  a  clear  con- 
science, you  will  also  gain  by  it.  As  our 
friend,  the  late  W.  E.  Sullivan  has  many  times 
said,  "It  is  not  only  proper  to  do  right,  it 
pays  financially."  And  let  me  add  here  it 
gives  you  a  feeling  of  being  able  to  look  the 
world  in  the  face  and  command  the  respect 
of  one's  fellow  men. 


An  honest  reputation  is  within  the  reach 
of  all  men;  they  obtain  it  by  social  virtues, 
and  by  doing  their  duty.  This  kind  of  repu- 
tation, it  is  true  is  neither  brilliant  nor 
startling,  but  it  is  often  the  most  useful  for 
happiness. — Selected 
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For   Ride,   Carnival   or   Circus   Transportation 

BIG  ELI  SEMI-TRAILERS  HAVE  PROVEN  THEMSELVES  WORTHY  OF  THE  MANY 
FAVORABLE  STATEMENTS  MADE  ABOUT  THEM  BY  TRAILER  USERS 
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Experienced  Amusement   Men  after  Inspecting   BIG  ELI  Trailers  are  convinced  of 
their  Durability  and  Practical  Construction  for  heavy  hauling. 


us: 


An  Old  Time  Ride  Owner,  who  was  recently  here  to  see  these  Trailers,  just  wrote 

"All  we  want  now  is  two  of  your  BIG  ELI  TRAILERS,  then  we  will  move 
faster  than  we  do  now." 


LET    US   TELL    YOU    MORE    ABOUT    BIG    ELI   TRANSPORTATION    EQUIPMENT 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Builders     of     Dependable    Products    for    34    Years 


JACKSONVILLE 


ILLINOIS 
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The  seven-car  Tilt-A-Whirl  has  been  a 
consistently  popular  ride,  and  last  year, 
along  with  other  attractions,  started  climbing 
back  to  its  rightful  place  among  profit  earners 
on  Midways  throughout  the  country. 

The  following  figures  are  taken  from  our 
files  on  various  locations  in  widely  separated 
areas  where  the  Tilt-A-Whirl  played  still 
dates,  summer  celebrations  and  fall  fairs  in 
1933. 

The  first,  a  five  day  still  date  in  a  South- 
eastern State,  one  day  rainy,  another  threat- 
ening and  three  days  of  fair  weather.  Receipts 
as  follows: 

Tuesday $  28.50 

Wednesday 44 .  80 

Thursday 35.80 

Friday 57.60 

Saturday 148.50 

Total $315.20 

A  six  day  mid-summer  celebration  in  a 
Southwestern  State. 

Sunday $  90.60 

Monday 124.30 

Tuesday 149.70 

Thursday 32 .  70 


Friday 42.00 

Saturday 33.00 

Total $472.30 

Now  we  move  to  a  Mid-summer  celebration 
in  the  Northwest.  One  day  of  showers,  five 
days  of  good  weather.  Report  reads  as 
follows: 

Monday $177.75 

Tuesday 162.15 

Wednesday 35.10 

Thursday 31.65 

Friday 27.15 

Saturday 22.20 

Total $456.00 

A  five  day  Fair  in  a  Mid-western  State.  One 
day  of  rain,  four  days  of  ideal  weather. 

Monday $249.30 

Tuesday 100.70 

Wednesday 98.60 

Thursday 10.10 

Friday 41.00 

Total $499.70 

And  last,  a  three  day  Fair  in  an  Eastern  State, 
weather  conditions  ideal. 
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Thursday $137.00 

Friday 157.10 

Saturday 119.60 

Total $413.70 

While  none  of  these  reports  particularly 
show  the  exceptional  big  business,  which  we 
had  grown  to  expect  in  the  years  prior  to 
1929,  yet  they  do  show  a  healthy  increase, 
not  in  one  locality,  but  in  all  parts  of  the 
country. 

A  Tilt-A-Whirl   for  1834 

Are  you  considering  adding  another  ride  to 
your  Midway?  One  that  will  require  a  reason- 
able investment  and  pay  you  a  real  return? 
If  so,  let  us  tell  you  about  the  seven-car 
Tilt-A-Whirl,  it  is  a  type  of  Ride  that  is 
not  competition  to  your  Merry-Go-Round 
or   BIG    ELI   Wheel   business   but   will   give 


added  interest  to  your  celebration  spots 
for  1934. 

Late  Improvements 

Worth  while  improvements  on  1934  Tilt-A- 
Whirls  include:  Power  Jack  on  its  own  truck; 
Cars  upholstered  in  genuine  black  pantasote; 
decorative  inside  crestings,  wired  for  lights. 
An  attractive  ride  that  will  get  money. 

As  standard  equipment  on  the  seven-car 
Tilt-A-Whirl  we  offer  an  enclosed  type 
ELI  Power  Unit  mounted  on  steel  truck. 
Let  us  tell  you  more  about  the  Tilt-A-Whirl 
for  1934. 

Yours  for  profitable  amusements, 


^2^  C  /yof6,cL^_^ 


Sales  Manager 
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Eli  Power  Unit 

FM  BRIDGE   C0MPAf4Y 
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ti-tt:    MX. 

Practical    Power    for 
Riding   Device   Operation  I 
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ONE  BIG  ELI  WHEEL  OWNER  SAYS:  "In  1925  I  got  an  ELI  Power  Unit  with 
my  WheeL  I  must  say  this  Power  Unit  has  been  a  faithful  friend,  and  it  is 
still  SOME  ENGINE." 

Hundreds  of  satisfied  owners  are  Boosters  for  BIG  ELI  POWER.  Ask  about 
the  reliable  ELI  POWER  UNIT— it  will  end  your  Power  worries. 
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A  Kiddie  Ride  that  Pleased  Children  Patrons  at  the  Chicago  World's  Fair,  1933 


A  first  essential  of  any  amusement  attraction 
is  its  popularity  with  patrons.  BABY  ELI 
has  proven  its  ability  to  interest  children  and 
really  earn  big  money  in  a  week,  month,  or 
season's  time. 

Operating  as  one  of  a  large  group  of  rides 
on  Enchanted  Island  at  A  Century  of  Pro- 
gress last  year  in  a  possible  158  operating  days, 
the  BABY  ELI  grossed  $5747.75.  Here  is  a 
table  showing  receipts  by  month,  total  num- 
ber of  days  in  that  period  and  the  average 
receipts  per  day: 


Of  course  it  was  understood  that  many  days 
were  larger  than  the  average  and  particularly 
on  each  Friday  which  was  Children's  Day 
at  the  Fair.  Mr.  R.  C.  Illions,  Superintendent 
of  mechanical  rides  on  Enchanted  Island 
told  me  that  a  number  of  days  BABY  ELI 
had  grossed  in  excess  of  $250  at  5  cents  per 
passenger.  5  cents  was  the  universal  charge 
and  throughout  the  Fair  the  BABY  ELI 
handled  124,955  children. 

While  a  number  of  other  rides  have  been 
removed  from  Enchanted  Island,  BABY 
ELI  is  one  of  the  kiddie  rides  to  be  retained 
there  for  the  season  of  1934.  It  is  expected  that 
Children's  Day  at  the  Fair  will  again  be  a 
feature  one  day  each  week  and  that  Enchanted 
Island  location  will  be  very  popular  especially 
on  that  day. 


Ride  Owner  Ed  Corey  has  this  to  say  about 
his  BABY  ELI  Wheel: 

"Replying  to  your  letter  regarding  the 
BABY  ELI  Wheel,  satisfied  would  be  ex- 
pressing it  mildly.  Wheel  grossed  more  the 
first  season  (from  opening  of  season  to  closing 
date)  than  the  purchase  price.  Its  popularity 
is  beyond  question.  I  operate  the  No.  5 
and  BABY  ELI  Wheel  together.  No  BIG 
ELI  Owner  should  be  without  a  BABY  ELI. 
(signed)  Ed  Corey" 


W.  K.  Davison  has  been  the  owner  of  a 
BABY  ELI  Wheel  for  a  number  of  years. 
This  season  he  operates  the  little  Wheel 
with  other  Kiddie  rides  on  Sol's  Liberty 
Shows.  With  plenty  of  Big  Ride  competition 
he  had  a  very  nice  celebration  season  with 
the  little  ride  last  year. 


Number  of 

Average  Receipts 

Month 

Total 

Operating  Days 

per  day 

May  26  to  June  1 

$     97.45 

6 

$16.24 

June 

966.55 

30 

32.21 

July 

1286.55 

31 

41.50 

August 

1636.50 

31 

52.72 

September 

1046.15 

30 

34.87 

October  1  to  30 

714.55 

$5747.75 

30 
158 

23.81 

Grand  Total 
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Then  to  be  practical  the  kiddie  ride  should 
be  properly  built.  Notice  the  general  speci- 
fications of  BABY  ELI. 

SpeciFications 

BABY  ELI  Wheel  is  15  ft.  7  1-2  in.  high.  It 
is  constructed  practically  throughout  of 
Bessemer  Steel  which  has  been  selected  for 
strength  and  durability.  Carries  six  finely 
finished  sturdy  miniature  BIG  ELI  Seats. 
These  are  steel  reinforced  for  maximum  load. 
The  finish  is  in  alternate  colors  three  green 
and  three  red  seats  in  each  set.  They  are  up- 
holstered in  genuine  pantasote,  each  seat  has  a 
capacity  of  from  two  to  three  children  twelve 
years  old. 

Operating   Machinery 

BABY  ELI  Clutch  is  an  exact  miniature  of 
standard  BIG  ELI  Clutch.  It  is  built  and 
fitted  in  our  own  machine  department  and 
will  give  years  of  steady  service.  Other 
operating  parts  consist  of  drive  and  idler 
sheave,  master  and  pinion  gears.    BABY  ELI 


Wheel  is  cable  driven,  the  same  as  the  large 
standard  BIG  ELI. 

Power 

Power  equipment  consists  of  2  h.p.  110-220 
volt  electric  motor  or  2  1-2  h.p.  gasoline 
engine.  Type  of  power  furnished  is  optional 
with  the  purchaser. 

Complete   Machinery 

Electrical  equipment  includes  12,  25-watt 
Mazda  lamps  with  necessary  wiring.  Other 
accessories  are  all  tools  needed  to  erect  and 
operate  the  Wheel,  crates  and  boxes  for 
moving  or  storing  the  ride,  protection  covers 
for  the  seats,  open  type  ticket  box  and  loading 
platform,  all  a  part  of  standard  equipment. 
The  outfit,  complete  ready  to  erect  and  op- 
erate weighs  2594  lbs.  You  are  invited  to 
thoroughly  investigate  the  BABY  ELI  Wheel. 
Being  a  real  attraction  for  A  Century  of 
Progress  Exposition,  it  will  certainly  add  to  the 
attractiveness  of  YOUR  Park  or  Carnival 
Midway.  Write  for  full  information  on  this 
well  built,  popular  kiddie  ride. 


DRESS     UP     THE     RIDES 


This  Flashy  BIG  ELI  Ticket  Office  will  add  to  the 
appearance  of  your  Ride  Outfit. 

Built  to  stand  roufth  usage  of  Portable  Handling. 
Wired  for  10  lights.  Finished  Red  or  Green  outside. 
Stone  Gray  inside.  Total  shipping  weight  260  lbs. 
Sturdy,  easily  handled  and  best  of  all — let's  your 
your   Patrons    know   you    have   an   uptodate   outfit. 


PRICE  ON  APPLICATION 


FINISHED  OFFICES  IN  STOCK 
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Statements  in  past  issues  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS 
in  the  Operators'  Department  no  doubt 
inspired  the  letter  recently  coming  to  us 
from  BIG  ELI  Operator  H.  A.  Ferguson  of 
the  B  &  B  Shows.    Mr.  Ferguson's  letter  says: 

"I  would  certainly  like  to  get  your  definition 
of  a  100%  Efficient  Operator.  Not  that  we 
expect  any  one  man  to  be  that,  but  Mr. 
Bolt  and  myself  would  like  to  know  just 
exactly  what  you  would  call  the  very  best. 

"Tell  us  the  shortest  possible  time  that  a 
BIG  ELI  No.  5  can  be  erected  in  and  the 
fastest  time  that  the  same  Wheel  can  be 
torn  down  ready  to  load. 

"We  expect  to  have  a  double  Wheel  later 
in  the  season  and  the  equipment  shall  be 
kept  in  the  best  possible  shape  as  to  repairs  and 
paint.  I  will  send  pictures  if  you  can  use  them. 

Sincerely  yours, 
H.  A.  Ferguson" 

Believing  our  readers  will  be  interested  in  a 
portion  of  our  answer  to  Mr.  Ferguson's 
letter  it  is  quoted  for  your  consideration. 

"May  I  call  your  attention  to  page  14  of 
the  January-February  BIG  ELI  NEWS.  In 
the  first  column,  paragraph  two  we  state 
that  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  has  been  erected 
in  one  hour  fifty-two  minutes  complete  and 
the  same  Wheel  torn  down  in  one  hour 
seventeen  minutes  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory. 
That's  what  you  call  speed,  but  we  do  not 
recommend  it  generally  to  operators  regularly 
handling  BIG  ELI  Wheels  week  after  week. 

"Reasonably  good  time  in  erecting  and  tak- 
ing down  a  Wheel  should  be  required  by  the 
Wheel  Owner,  but  go  slow  enough  to  take  care 
of  the  property  and  handle  the  Wheel  care- 
fully. The  proper  erection  of  the  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  at  all  times;  see  that  it  runs  perfectly 
true;  all  the  pins  are  in  place  and  the  mechan- 
ical mechanism  of  the  Wheel  operating  satis- 
factorily. A  clean  engine  that  shows  some 
attention  and  not  neglect.  The  operator  should 
be  neat  and  clean,  not  wearing  expensive 
clothes,  but  of  an  inviting  appearance.  He 
should  be  able  to  handle  the  public  and 
please  them.  These  are  very  necessary  re- 
quirements of  a  good  Operator.  Then  the 
Operator's  moral  habits  should  be  above 
reproach.  We  have  a  good  many  times  seen 
operators  who  know  how  to  manage  men,  erect 
and  take  down  the  Wheel  carefully  and  with 


reasonable  speed.  This  same  operator  knows 
how  to  take  care  of  nis  engine  and  mechanical 
parts  of  the  Wheel,  keeping  them  in  good  con- 
dition at  all  times.  Also  he  knows  how  to 
handle  the  public,  but  in  many  cases  the 
draw-back  is  in  his  personal  appearance  and 
habits.  Personal  appearance  of  an  Operator 
has  much  to  do  with  the  public's  idea  of  his 
efficiency.  A  Wheel  Owner  cannot  absolutely 
control  his  Operator's  actions  while  he  is  not 
on  duty,  yet  the  Operator  should  do  nothing 
that  will  be  detrimental  to  his  efficiency 
when  on  duty.  For  that  reason,  moral  habits 
should  be  clean  and  above  reproach. 

We  wouldn't  say  that  these  qualifications 
make  a  100%  efficient  operator,  yet  they 
go  a  long  ways  toward  doing  so  if  we  are 
judging  operating  ability." 


An  interesting  letter  was  recently  received 
from  a  former  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Owner  who  is 
still  interested  in  the  outdoor  ride  business. 
He  called  attention  to  a  recent  test  of  riding 
devices  required  in  a  western  City  and  asked 
our  opinion  regarding  the  strength  of  BIG 
ELI  Seats. 

This  city  inspection  department  used  for 
the  test  lead  bars  weighing  82  lbs.  each, 
consisting  of  concentrated  weight  with  small 
bulk.  They  were  using  a  high  factor  of  safety 
requiring  a  test  load  of  450  lbs.  for  each 
passenger  to  be  carried.  Considering  a 
maximum  passenger  capacity  of  three  adult 
persons  this  would  require  in  each  seat  a 
total  weight  of  1350  lbs. 

If  BIG  ELI  Wheel  seats  have  been  kept 
in  first  class  condition,  thoroughly  inspected 
and  painted  with  due  regularity  we  don't 
doubt  but  that  they  would  stand  this  test 
satisfactorily.  Here  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
we  have  never  been  able  to  break  down  a 
BIG  ELI  Seat  with  all  the  weight  we  could 
load  in  it  and  the  Wheel  structure  has  always 
stood  every  load  test  placed  upon  it. 

If  you  are  a  BIG  ELI  Operator  in  charge  of 
a  Wheel,  we  ask  you:  "Is  that  Wheel  ready 
for  an  inspection  test  at  any  time  it  should 
be  required?"  If  not,  the  ride  should  be 
carefully  gone  over  and  thoroughly  repaired 
without  delay.  Such  action  is  good  mechanical 
judgment. 
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John  F.  Reid 
and  Wm.  Du- 
mas, Mana- 
gers, Happy- 
land  Shows, 
Detroit,  Mich- 
igan, visited 
with  us  March 
25th  and  26th. 
They  came  to 
buy  a  BIG 
ELI  No.  5 
toDuplexwith 
their  present 
Wheel  and  will  operate  double  Wheels  on  their 
Midway  the  coming  season. 

Dumas  &  Reid  also  ordered  BIG  ELI 
Trailer  equipment  intending  to  take  delivery 
of  Wheel  and  Trailers  during  the  month  of 
May. 


Two  24  foot  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  were 
recently  delivered  to  Sol's  Liberty  Shows 
Winter  Quarters,  Streator,  Illinois.  Mr. 
Solomon  sent  his  Chevrolet  trucks  here  for 
installation  of  control  valves  for  brakes  and 
then  arranged  with  our  men  to  de'iver  these 
Trailers  in  time  for  season's  opening  of  the 
Sol's  Liberty  Shows.  The  opening  took  place 
on  the  streets  at  Streator,  Illinois,  Merchants' 
Trade  Week,  April  14  to  21. 


Lester  and  Babe  Hutchinson  of  Russell 
Bros.  Circus,  RoUa,  Missouri  spent  the  day 
of  April  12th  in  Jacksonville.  The  opportunity 
for  an  old  fashioned  visit  with  them  was  very 
limited  because  they  were  continuously  busy 
while  here.  The  Clark  Body  Shop  of  this 
City  had  just  completed  their  new  "Home 
on  Wheels"  an  up-to-date  Semi-Trailer; 
Les  and  Babe  were  here  to  take  delivery  of  it. 
The  portable  home  is  now  in  regular  service 
with  Russell  Bros.  Circus.  At  first  opportun- 
ity we  expect  to  accept  their  invitation  for  a 
visit  with  them  enroute. 


BIG  ELI  Owner  Mrs.  Josephine  James 
Flournoy  stopped  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory, 
March  24.  She  was  enroute  from  Chicago, 
Illinois  to  the  home  of  her  Daughter  in  Bart- 
lesville,  Oklahoma,  so  combining  business 
and  pleasure  spent  a  few  hours  with  us. 


A  BIG  ELI  Truck  and  Trailer  Unit  has 
returned  from  two  trips  into  Iowa  where 
two  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheels  were  loaded 
and  returned  to  our  Factory.  These  Wheels 
have  been  factory  rebuilt  for  re-sale  and  one 
has  been  sold  for  early  shipment,  the  other 
will  no  doubt  soon  be  sold  as  we  have  several 
real  prospects  for  it. 


BIG  ELI  Owners  Ed  Corey  of  Troy  and 
Jack  Nelson  of  Collinsville,  Illinois  spent  a 
few  hours  with  us  April  17.  Mr.  Nelson 
has  recently  purchased  a  used  No.  12  BIG 
ELI  and  needed  a  few  repair  parts  for  it.  We 
were  glad  to  have  a  visit  from  our  long  time 
friend  Ed.  Corey  and  have  the  opportunity 
of  first  acquaintance  with  Jack  Nelson. 


Another  factory  rebuilt  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
in  first  class  condition  has  left  our  plant, 
John  F.  Cunningham  of  New  Matamoras, 
Ohio  arrived  with  his  trucks  on  April  19. 
Accompanying  him  were  BIG  ELI  Operator 
C.  L.  Hoskins  and  ride  assistants  0.  C.  Shaw 
and  Bruce  English. 

The  two  trucks  reached  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  about  7  a.m.  and  before  11  were 
loaded  and  enroute  back  to  New  Matamoras. 
Mr.  Cunningham  operates  his  own  Amusement 
Company.  BIG  ELI  No.  5,  Chairplane,  and 
Kiddie  Auto  Ride  with  four  Shows  and  fifteen 
concessions  make  up  the  Midway. 


The  attention  of  our  ride  owner  readers  is 
called  to  our  booking  list  appearing  on  page  23 
of  this  issue.  If  you  have  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  or 
Tilt-A-Whirl  that  is  not  located  for  the 
coming  season,  ask  us  for  complete  informa- 
tion and  addresses  of  those  listed  on  the 
booking  list  desiring  these  rides  for  the 
coming  season.  Our  booking  service  is  free 
to  ride  owners  or  attractions  managers  who 
desire  to  book  BIG  ELI  Wheels  or  Tilt-A- 
Whirls.     Write  us. 


The  boys  in  the  factory  are  doing  some  hust- 
ling these  days.  Wheels  being  painted  for 
shipment.  Trailers  being  built.  Sure  we're 
busy.  Looks  like  old  times  at  the  House  of 
Eli. 


BABY     ELI     WHEEL 
AT  A  CENTURY  OF  PROGRESS,  1933 
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Handled  124,955  Children  from  May  26  to  October  30th. 

That  was  the  Record  of  BABY  ELI  on  Enchanted  Island  at  last  Year's  Chicago  World's 
Fair. 

At  5  cents  per  passenger  total  gross  receipts  were  $5747.75.     More  than  4  times  the 
original  investment  for  this  Ride  Outfit. 

BABY  ELI  Wheel  will  again  entertain  Enchanted  Island  visitors  for  1934. 

Why  not  consider  this  Kiddie  Ride  for  your  Midway?    Weighs  less  than  2600  pounds; 
has  real  earning  capacity;  a  proven  popular  Children's  Ride. 

Ask  for  information  and  prices. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Builders    of    Dependable    Products    for    34    Years 

JACKSONVILLE  ....  ILLINOIS 


Jacksonville,  Illinois 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 


OUR  FRONT  COVER 

The  front  cover  picture  of  this  issue  was 
taken  in  Jacksonville  Saturday  night  June  2 
and  shows  the  Dee  Lang  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  during  capacity  business  hours.  This 
Wheel  had  a  waiting  line  a  good  part  of  the 
evening  and  the  entire  Midway  did  fair 
business  on  the  Saturday  night  engagement 
here. 

The  Dee  Lang  Shows  were  operating  on 
the  Cannon  lot  in  Jacksonville,  behind  a 
gate,  under  auspices  of  the  D.O.K.K.  or- 
ganization. Fair  summer  weather  prevailed 
all  week  and  the  business  done  was  satis- 
factory to  both  the  show  management  and 
the  local  Lodge  organization. 

A  Norge  Rollator  electric  refrigerator  was 
given  away  at  a  drawing  late  Saturday 
night  and  one  of  the  local  Jacksonville  resi- 
dents held  the  lucky  number. 

Mr.  Lang's  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  is  equip- 
ped with  white  seats  and  special  decorations, 
plenty  of  lights  with  an  electric  sign  on  the 
front. 

The  entire  midway  was  well  lighted  and 
equipped  to  please  amusement  patrons  of 
Jacksonville.  Dee  Lang  Shows  travel  on 
motorized  equipment  and  the  engagement 
following  Jacksonville  was  at  Quincy,  then 
on  up  the  State  and  into  Iowa. 


Harry  H.  Kinsey's  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
and  D.  W.  Leslie's  Tilt-A-Whirl  are  booked 
with  Miller  Bros.  Shows  operating  in  the 
vicinity  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  Both 
ride  owners  report  business  fair  so  far  this 
season,  with  the  expectation  of  continued 
improvement  as  the  year  progresses. 


On  Friday  night,  June  1,  President  Lee  A. 
Sullivan  and  the  Writer  enjoyed  a  very  fine 
visit  on  Crowley's  United  Shows  where  we 
were  royally  entertained  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
G.  C.  Crowley  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Barnett.  It  was  a  real  old  fashioned  friendly 
visit  that  extended  into  the  wee  hours  of 
early  morning. 

The  Crowley  Show  was  having  satisfactory 
business  at  Mexico,  Missouri  and  we  were 
privileged  to  look  over  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel, 
^ilt-A-Whirl  and  other  riding  device  equip- 


ment all  of  which  are  kept  in  good  condition, 
flashily  lighted  to  earn  profits  for  the  Crowley 
management. 

Crowley  United  Shows  travel  on  their 
own  trucks  and  trailers  and  have  been  operat- 
ing in  the  State  of  Missouri  since  their  open- 
ing this  season.  We  were  invited  back  for 
another  visit  and  may  accept  that  invitation 
before  this  season  closes. 


1 


Mrs.  Roth's  BIG  ELI  No.  5  with 
Gibson's  Blue  Ribbon  Shows 

When  sending  us  the  accompanying  picture 
of  her  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  Mrs.  L.  E. 
Roth  wrote:  "Have  decided  to  send  you 
photograph  of  my  pet  ride,  that's  what  our 
boys  call  it,  and  of  course  it  is  really  my 
favorite.  We  have  the  usual  run  of  rides,  that 
is  Tilt-A-Whirl,  Chairplane,  Merry-Go-Round, 
Pony  Ride,  and  last  but  not  least  our  BIG 
ELI.  I  bought  the  Wheel  in  1928  and  really 
wish  you  could  see  that  ride,  it  looks  as  though 
it  just  came  from  the  Factory.  I  keep  a  first 
class  operator  at  all    times  and   have  never 
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allowed  the  Wheel  to  be  thrown  around.  Of 
course  we  want  a  certain  amount  of  speed 
but  I  find  a  good  steady  man  is  much  more 
valuable  than  a  speedier  one.  My  Wheel 
hasn't  a  dent  in  it  nor  a  crooked  spoke. 

I  am  very  proud  of  my  Wheel  for  I  know  it 
is  always  ready  when  we  are.  Our  other 
rides  are  kept  in  perfect  condition  also,  but 
I  wanted  you  to  know  how  I  feel 
about  this  Wheel.  We  think  it  is  beauti- 
ful and  hope  you  will  like  the  appearance. 
Left  to  right  in  the  picture  are:  George  Temple, 
Operator,  Mr.  L.  E.  Roth,  myself,  and  Wm. 
Wethy,  both  boys  are  Wheel  Operators  and 
this  is  their  second  year  with  us. 

Sincerely  yours,  Mrs.  L.  E.  Roth." 

We  are  pleased  to  have  this  picture  for 
use  in  BIG  ELI  NEWS  and  to  quote  Mrs. 
Roth's  letter  about  her  Wheel.  Always  glad 
to  hear  from  BIG  ELI  boosters. 


A.  L.  Althoff,  Watertown,  South  Dakota, 
advises  they  have  started  the  season  and  are 
hoping  for  a  better  summer  than  last  year. 
Mr.  Althofif  operates  his  Wheel  at  Stony 
Point  Park,  Watertown,  while  his  Father, 
C.  H.  Althoff  has  a  Merry-Go-Round  in  the 
same  location. 


Two  1934  Model  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
were  shipped  on  May  12  and  13th  to  Century 
Ferris  Wheels,  Inc.,  A  Century  of  Progress, 
Chicago,  Illinois  and  at  this  time  these 
Wheels  are  in  service  on  the  Midway  of  the 
World's  Fair. 

While  we  have  had  no  official  report  as  to 
business,  if  word  coming  to  us  from  various 
sources  is  correct  these  Wheels  are  enjoying 
favorable  patronage. 

Later  we  hope  to  give  you  more  definite 
information  on  this  and  show  pictures  in 
this  magazine  of  the  Wheels  in  actual  service. 


Dumas  &  Reids'  BIG  ELI  No.  5  and  24  foot  Trailer  Enroute  Jacksonville  to  Detroit 


The  accompanying  picture  was  taken  on 
May  9  just  as  BIG  ELI  Operator  V.  L.  Dickey 
and  George  AUsup  of  Dumas  &  Reid's  Happy- 
land  Showswere  leaving  theBIG  ELI  Factory 
with  a  new  24  ft.  Trailer  and  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheel.  This  equipment  was  transported 
to  Detroit,  Michigan  where  the  Wheel 
worked  on  several  Detroit  lots.  Duplex  with 
Dumas  &  Reid's  original  BIG  ELI.  The 
entire  Happyland  Shows  opened  at  Royal 
Oaks,  Michigan  on  June  2  with  favorable 
business.  This  Show  has  a  number  of  cele- 
brations and  Fairs  in  the  automobile  manu- 
facturing State.  They  expect  to  add  additional 
transportation  equipment  as  the  season 
progresses. 


Fred  Christ,  Manager  Christ  United  Shows 
wrote  us  from  Pennsylvania  on  May  24, 
"So  far  the  season  has  not  been  so  bad.  Dad 
and  I  have  got  our  own  Shows  out  this  year 
and  we  have  a  nice  little  outfit  together. 
Four  rides,  five  Shows  and  fifteen  concessions. 
We  are  headed  for  Ohio  where  we  have  some 
Street  celebrations." 

Fred  Christ  and  his  Father  David  Christ 
have  had  many  years  experience  in  the  out- 
door amusement  business  so  we  wish  for  them 
a  successful  year  operating  their  own  Christ 
United  Shows. 
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J.  F.  Lumby's  BIG  ELI  No.  5,  Christ  Church,  New  Zealand 


The  accompanying  picture  taken  in  Christ- 
church,  New  Zealand  shows  the  J.  F.  Lumby 
No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  with  Lumby  Attrac- 
tions, Limited  in  that  Country.  In  any  local- 
ity of  the  U.S.A.  or  in  far  away  countries  BIG 
ELI  has  proven  a  real  attraction  and  a 
money-getter. 


H.  T.  Freed  of  Daily  Bros.  Amusement  writes 
from  Oklahoma  he  is  enjoying  good  business 
and  getting  the  rides  in  condition  for  his 
celebrations.  Under  date  of  June  6  he  says: 
"I  have  the  Wheel  all  painted  except  the 
seats  which  I  am  working  on  now.  Have 
just  built  a  fine  front  for  my  Merry-Mix-Up, 
also  have  it  painted  and  getting  along  well 
with  the  Merry-Go-Round."  Mr.  Freed 
reports  some  good  celebrations  for  the  future 
weeks  of  this  season. 


During  middle  May  we  enjoyed  a  few  days 
visit  with  Hal  and  Florence  Graham  who 
were  here  with  their  up-to-date  house  car 
Trailer  enroute  to  the  north  part  of  the 
State  and  Indiana. 

Hal  reports  he  does  not  expect  to  operate 
his  rides  this  season  but  if  conditions  show 
continued  improvement  he  may  open  them 
for  the  1935  season.  His  riding  device  equip- 
ment is  stored  in  the  State  of  Iowa  for  the 
past  three  years. 


Winter  Quarters.  As  this  amusement  Com- 
pany has  a  number  of  good  celebration 
dates  booked  they  look  forward  to  an  im- 
provement in  business  throughout  the  1934 
season.  Manager  F.  E.  Gooding  is  right  on  the 
job  looking  after  details  of  rebuilding  as  well 
as  the  booking  part  of  the  business.  Mr. 
Gooding  is  an  extensive  owner  of  various  riding 
devices  including  a  number  of  BIG  ELI 
Wheels.  He  expects  to  Duplex  at  least  one 
set  or  possibly  two  sets  of  Wheels  for  the 
celebration  season. 

BIG  ELI  Owner  J.  J.  Colley,  of  J.  J.  Colley 
Shows  reports  business  in  the  State  of  Okla- 
homa just  fair  with  some  future  celebrations 
that  should  show  general  improvement  for 
the  rides  and  Shows.  The  J.  J.  Colley  Com- 
pany opened  early  in  April,  having  been  out 
a  number  of  weeks  at  this  writing. 


F.  E.  Gooding  Amusement  Company  of 
Columbus,  Ohio  have  been  doing  extensive 
rebuilding    work    on    their    various    rides    at 


The  N.  S.  Dispensa  Family  consisting  of  Mr- 
and  Mrs.  Dispensa,  Joe,  John,  Paul  and  the 
little  folks  were  with  us  May  18th  and  20th 
coming  with  trucks  and  transporting  their 
No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  and  seven  car  Tilt-A- 
Whirl  from  our  Factory  to  Chicago  where 
they  opened  the  season  late  in  May  with  their 
riding  device  equipment. 

The  Dispensa  Family  all  work  together 
and  now  have  Two  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheels, 
two  seven  car  Tilt-A-Whirls,  Allan  Herschell 
Little  Beauty  Merry-Go-Round  and  Kiddie 
Auto  Ride.  They  are  a  hustling  pleasant 
family  and  we  enjoyed  their  visit  with  us. 
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Midway  of  Sol's  Liberty  Shows,  1934 


This  picture  taken  on  the  Sol's  Liberty  Shows 
this  season  shows  in  the  background  three 
No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheels  and  in  the  foreground 
W.  K.  Davison's  BABY  ELI  Wheel  and 
BABY  Allan  Herschell  Carousselle. 

In  addition  to  operating  Kiddie  Rides,  Mr. 
Davison,  long  experienced  in  the  riding  de- 
vice business,  has  charge  of  the  three  No.  5 
Wheels  on  this  Midway. 

At  this  time  Sol's  Liberty  Shows  are  op- 
erating in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  where  their 
Fair  dates  are  located. 


J.  R.  Edwards,  General  Manager  J.  R. 
Edwards  Attractions,  of  Wooster,  Ohio  re- 
cently wrote:  "I  have  been  enjoying  fairly 
satisfactory  business  so  far  this  year  and 
believe  this  year  will  be  a  good  one."  That's 
our  hope  too,  Mr.  Edwards,  we  wish  for  you 
a  successful  season. 


Noble  C.  and  Viola  Fairly  have  been  two 
very  busy  folks  since  the  opening  of  Kennies 
Bros.  Shows,  where  the  Fairly  BIG  ELI 
Wheel,  Tilt-A-Whirl  and  Chair-plane  are 
in  operation.  Noble  acting  as  General  Rep- 
resentative has  been  very  busy  arranging  for 
celebration  dates  of  the  Kennies  Bros.  Com- 
pany. Viola  is  looking  after  the  rides  on  the 
Midway  and  both  have  been  almost  too 
busy  to  write.  They  are  looking  forward  to 
some  real  business  when  their  celebration 
season  starts  the  first  week  in  July. 


A  1934  Model  enclosed  type  ELI  Power  Unit 
was  shipped  by  Express  to  Mr.  A.  L.  Mans- 
field, Wilmington,  North  Carolina  on  June  8. 
Mr.  Mansfield  wanting  the  best  in  power 
equipment  decided  to  end  his  power  troubles 
with  an  up-to-date  ELI  Power  Unit,  that  is 
real  power  for  riding  d'evice  operation. 

A  similar  outfit  complete  on  truck  was 
shipped  May  29  to  Mrs.  Mabel  Reid,  Myrtle 
Beach,  South  Carolina.  This  engine  will  be 
used  for  operating  Mrs.  Reid's  No.  12  BIG 
ELI  Wheel. 

Thus  we  add  more  satisfied  members  to 
the  BIG  ELI  Power  Unit  family. 


West  Bros.  Amusement  Company  were  located 
in  Jacksonville  on  the  Cannon  lot  behind  a 
pay  gate  under  the  Auspices  of  the  American 
Legion  April  30  to  May  5.  Weather  was 
favorable  but  business  was  not  big  so  early 
in  the  season.  The  West  Show  at  the  present 
writing  are  in  the  State  of  South  Dakota 
making  celebrations  and  Fairs.  They  are 
looking  forward  to  a  good  celebration  season 
with  their  rides  and  Shows.  J.  W.  Laughlin 
is  Manager,  Mrs.  Virginia  Laughlin,  Secretary- 
Treasurer  and  the  Midway  includes  BIG 
ELI  No.  5,  Tilt-A-Whirl,  Chairplane,  Pony 
Ride,  Kiddie  Auto  Ride,  and  the  usual 
number  of  Shows  and  concessions.  This 
outfit  is  transported  by  their  trucks  and 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers. 
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Robert  E.  Bollinger 

It  was  our  pleasure  recently  to  acknowledge 
the  accompanying  photograph  of  our  friend 
Robert  E.  Bollinger  of  Portland,  Oregon. 
Along  with  this  came  an  announcement  of 
Robert's  graduation  from  University  of 
Oregon,  commencement  exercises  taking  place 
on  June  11  in  the  City  of  Eugene,  that  State. 
In  his  letter,  Robert  says: 

"No.  12  BIG  ELI  and  No.  6  BABY  ELI 
Wheel  paid  my  way  through  college.  Not 
many  boys  can  say  they  are  owners  of  No.  12 
and  No.  6  Wheels  all  paid  for.  Six  years  ago 
my  father,  E.  H.  Bollinger  and  Managers  of 
ELI  BRIDGE  COMPANY  made  it  possible 
for  me  to  purchase  a  No.  12  Wheel,  later  a 
No.  6.  I  have  operated  them  during  the  park 
seasons.  The  earnings  of  the  two  Wheels 
have  paid  for  themselves  and  have  also  paid 
all  my  expenses  in  College  with  a  Bank  bal- 
ance besides.  For  all  I  thank  my  Father  and 
the  Management  of  ELI  BRIDGE  COM- 
PANY. 

"The  question  asked  me  now  is  'What  are 
you  going  to  do  that  you  have  gone  through 


College?'  My  father  has  been  in  Oaks  Park 
for  29  years,  I  have  been  in  the  Park  since  I 
was  four  months  old,  was  born  on  the  season's 
closing  day,  September  19,  1909.  Have  worked 
in  the  Park  all  my  life.  My  first  money  earned 
was  selling  newspapers  at  the  Park.  This 
summer  I  will  release  my  Father  of  his 
worries  as  Manager  of  Oaks  Park.  The  season 
opened  May  5.  Our  skating  rink  and  dance 
hall  run  all  year;  the  rink  every  night;  dance 
Wednesday,  Friday  and  Saturday;  rides 
only  during  the  Park  season. 

"Again  I  want  to  thank  you  for  all  your 
good  advice  and  good  wishes. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Robert  E.  Bollinger" 


1934  BIG  ELI  Wheel  at  Eastwood  Park 
Detroit,  Michigan 


This  picture  showing  the  new  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  at  Eastwood  Park,  Detroit,  Michigan 
is  used  through  the  courtesy  of  Operator 
James  Helms  who  has  charge  of  the  Wheel 
for  this  season.  The  picture  of  Mr.  Helms 
(appearing  on  the  Efficient  Operator's  page 
in  this  issue  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS)  is  the  first 
one  we  have  ever  had  the  privilege  of  using. 
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Duplex  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheels 

On  the  Midway  at  'A  Century  of  Progress  1934'  indicates  an  Interest  in  this  Plan 
among  Amusement  Men  everywhere. 


These  Amusement 
Men,  recognizing  the 
many  possibilities  of 
more  than  one  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  on  their 
Midway  are  this  year, 
operating  two  or  more 
Standard  Size  Wheels: 


ROYAL  AMERICAN  SHOWS  -  SOLS  LIBERTY  SHOWS  -  BECKMANN  &  GERETY 
SHOWS  -  RUBIN  &  CHERRY  SHOWS  -  HAPPYLAND  SHOWS  -  CAPT.  LATLIP 
ATTRACTIONS,    F.    E.    GOODING   AM.    GO.    -   CHAS.    E.    MILLER   ATTRACTIONS 


You  may  be  considering  Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels  for  your  Fairs.    Let  us  tell  you  how 
another  Wheel  may  be  added  to  your  present  equipment. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Builders     of     Dependable    Products    for    34    Years 


JACKSONVILLE 


ILLINOIS 
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No.  3 


A  bi-monthly  magazine  for  the  benefit  of  those 
interested  in  the  riding  device  business.  For 
ten  years ,  this  magazine  was  called  The 
OPTIMIST,  Now  there  is  nothing  new  but 
the  name.  BIG  ELI  is  our  registered  trade 
mark,  hence,  BIG  ELI  NEWS  is  protected 
by  the  use  of  the  words  BIG  ELI.  The 
magazine,  supporting  clean  amusements,  pub- 
lished in  the  interest  of  ELI  BRIDGE 
COMPANY,  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  U.  S.  A. 
Builders   of   the    Famous    BIG    ELI    Wheel. 

LEE   A.   SULLIVAN President 

J.  L.  SULLIVAN Vice  President 

L.  L.  SULLIVAN Secretary-Treasurer 

BEN.  O.  ROODHOUSE Sales  Manager 


EDITORIAL 

Recently  an  interesting  visitor  came  to  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory,  Mr.  Louis  J.  Nieberle  of 
Florida  Amusement  Company.  This  was  our 
first  acquaintance  with  him  as  all  previous 
dealings  had  been  by  correspondence.  We 
found  him  a  very  conservative  and  capable 
gentleman. 

Although  Mr.  Nieberle  was  only  here  a 
comparatively  short  time  he  told  us  some 
interesting  facts  regarding  his  past  experience. 

Thirty-two  years  ago  in  his  home  country 
of  Austria  he  built  a  wooden  ferris  wheel 
27  feet  high  and  operated  it  for  some  time  in 
the  neighborhood  of  his  home  to  please  amuse- 
ment going  patrons.  This  was  rather  a  double 
wheel  effect,  using  three  wooden  towers  with 
two  axels  and  two  wheels.  The  spokes  were 
wooden,  four  spokes  to  the  Wheel  while  each 
Wheel  carried  a  boat  shaped  seat,  thus  a 
total  of  eight  boats  and  a  normal  capacity 
of  sixteen  passengers.  These  wheels  were 
operated  by  man  power  using  crank  handles 
for  turning. 

Just  nine  years  before  Mr.  Nieberle's 
experience,  the  giant  ferris  wheel  enjoyed 
its  most  successful  year  at  the  World's 
Columbian  Exposition  in  1893.  This  wheel, 
a   mammoth   steel   structure    268   feet    high. 


carrying  36  enclosed  steel  cars  with  a  capacity 
of  2160  passengers  at  each  trip,  as  each  car 
had  a  maximum  capacity  of  sixty  adult  pas- 
sengers. However,  even  in  this  country  there 
were  wheels  built  before  that  and  as  early' 
as  1868  a  small  wooden  wheel  was  constructed 
and  operated  by  its  owner. 

Just  two  years  before  Mr.  Nieberle's 
experience  in  Austria,  Mr.  W.  E.  Sullivan 
had  completed  and  started  his  first,  all  steel 
BIG  ELI  Wheel.  Mr.  Sullivan's  Wheel  was 
immediately  placed  in  portable  operation 
and  during  the  first  few  years  of  its  existence 
moved  through  several  States  playing  at 
celebrations  and  with  amusement  companies. 

Since  those  early  years  other  makes  of 
Wheels  have  come  into  existence  and  have 
now  passed  into  history.  BIG  ELI  Wheel  is 
still  here  going  strong  and  earning  profits  for 
its  owner.  So  in  this  year  1934,  Mr.  Nieberle 
has  added  a  latest  model  BIG  ELI  Wheel  to 
his  equipment. 

For  several  years  he  has  been  the  owner 
of  an  up-to-date  seven  car  Tilt-A- Whirl. 
He  also  has  a  fine  German  made  band  organ, 
beautifully  carved  and  transported  on  its 
own  wagon.  This  organ  will  furnish  music  for 
the  two  rides,  Tilt-A-Whirl  and  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  and  he  will  operate  these  rides  exclu- 
sively in  the  Sunshine  State  of  Florida. 

L.  J.  Nieberle  is  an  up-to-date  ride  man 
although  with  years  of  experience  in  this 
business  he  is  considerate,  careful,  and  mechan- 
ically minded.  He  has  seen  many  rides  come 
and  go  and  now  selects  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  as  a 
properly  built  money-getting  portable  ride. 
We  consider  his  a  real  endorsement  for  the 
old  reliable  BIG  ELI  and  will  watch  with 
interest  his  experience  with  it. 

It  is  our  prediction  that  Louis  J.  Nieberle 
will  continue  as  a  successful  ride  man.  His 
mechanical  ability  and  care  of  his  equipment 
insures  for  him  interested  patronage  and 
incidentally  an  adequate  income.  After  all, 
how  much  more  successful  can  any  business 
man  be  than  this. 


Amusement  Parks  of  the  country  have  had 
their  ofl!icial  opening  and  reports  indicate 
business  so  far  experienced  and  the  outlook 
for  the  season  is  much  better  than  during  the 
past  two  or  three  years.  We  have  reports 
from  some  parks  indicating  business  very 
good  so  far  this  season. 


lune 


Bi's  Eli  News  41 

Announcing  the  BIG  ELI  Annual 
Fourth  of  July  Contest 

This  is  our  twenty-second  annual  Fourth  of  July  Contest.  These  contests  have  been 
conducted  every  year  since  1913.  If  the  hopes  and  plans  of  many  ride  owners  come 
true  the  results  of  this  year's  contest  Will  be  for  bigger  than  1932  and  1933.  However, 
just  remember  this,  TIME  IS  SHORT,  4th  of  July  will  be  with  us  almost  before  we 
realize  it.  Some  have  already  entered  the  Contest,  if  you  have  not  done  so  send  in 
your  entry  card  now  before  you  lay  this  copy  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS  aside. 

While  the  number  of  entries  for  1933  were  not  so  great  as  previous  years,  we  had  a 
very  successful  contest  and  the  reports  of  '33  exceeded  those  of  1932.  This  year  let 
us  have  more  entries  and  more  reports.  The  more  reports  we  get  the  more  spirited 
the  contest  and  we  want  as  many  taking  part  in  these  contests  each  year  as  possible. 

IT  COSTS  YOU  NOTHING  TO  ENTER,  EVERY  ENTRY  IS  ELIGIBLE  FOR  A 
PRIZE,  JUST  FILL  OUT  THE  ENCLOSED  ENTRY  CARD  AND  MAIL  IT  TO  US. 
THEN  AFTER  JULY  4,  WE  WILL  SEND  YOU  A  REPORT  BLANK  TO  FILL  OUT 
OUT  AND  RETURN  TO  US. 

All  entry  cards  must  be  postmarked  not  later  than  midnight,  July  3.  Canadian 
rides  may  also  enter  and  as  their  celebration  day  is  held  Dominion  Day,  July  1st, 
the  entry  card  must  be  postmarked  not  later  than  midnight  June  30.  Owners  of 
Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels,  must  divide  the  receipts,  reporting  only  on  a  single  BIG  ELI 
Wheel.  Thus  a  single  Wheel  owner  will  be  in  fair  competition  with  other  Wheel 
owners  even  though  some  may  operate  two,  three,  or  four  BIG  ELI  Wheels  on  the 
same   Midway. 

Every  ride  owner  who  enters  and  sends  in  his  report  will  receive  a  worth  while 
souvenir.  We  appreciate  your  interest  in  these  contests  during  past  years  and  want 
your  continued  support  for  1934. 


CONTEST  NO.  1,  the  six  BIG  ELI  Wheel      CONTEST  NO.  2,  for  riding  devices  other 
owners   whose   Wheels   have   the    highest       than   BIG   ELI   Wheels.     The  six  owners 


receipts  on  July  4,  1934  (or  if  in  Canada  on 


whose  rides  have  the  highest  receipts  on 
July  4  (or  if  in  Canada  on  July  1)  from 
July  1)  from  7  A.M.  to  12  Midnight  will      ^  ^  j^     ^^   j2    Midnight   will  receive   the 

receive  the  following  cash  prizes:  following  cash   prizes: 

First $5.00  First $5.00 

Second 3.00  Second 3.00 

Third 2  00  Third 2.00 

Fourth 1.00  Fourth 1.00 

Fifth 1.00  Fifth 1.00 

Sixth 1.00  Sixth 1.00 


REMEMBER  THERE  IS  NO  CHARGE  FOR  ENTRY,  YOU  MAY  BE  A  PRIZE  WINNER. 
TIME  IS  SHORT,  FILL  OUT,  SIGN,  STAMP  AND  MAIL  YOUR  ENTRY  CARD  NOW: 
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BIG  ELI  TALKS 


A  WELL  LIGHTED 

BIG  ELI  WHEEL 

IS  A  GOOD 

ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR  THE 

MIDWAY 


No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  is  a  ride  that  has 
continued  as  a  money-getter  during  the  last 
three  below-normal  years.  Many  owners  have 
told  us  that  BIG  ELI  paid  expenses  and  moved 
the  show  week  after  week.  It  is  true  the 
profits  were  small  but  now  with  conditions 
improving  and  celebrations  coming  on  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  will  again  be  a  leader  among  mid- 
way profit  earners. 

In  last  year's  July  4th  Contest,  two-thirds 
of  the  prize  winners  were  No.  5  Wheels. 
In  the  past  seven  annual  contests  85%  of 
all  prizes  were  won  with  No.  5  Wheels.  We 
are  expecting  some  real  reports  from  the 
No.  5  size  this  year.  Long  experienced  ride 
men  like  L.  J.  Nieberle,  N.  S.  Dispensa,  and 
John  F.  Reid  select  the  No.  5  as  the  leading 


money-getter  among  Wheels. 

Prior  to  1912,  (that  year  No.  5  became  a 
standard  size)  our  No.  10  BIG  ELI  was  the 
leading  favorite.  Gradually  the  No.  5  took 
its  place,  until  1925  we  discontinued  the 
No.  10  size  because  it  was  no  longer  in  de- 
mand. 

Of  554  BIG  ELI  Wheels  built  and  shipped 
from  our  Factory  to  date,  380  of  these  were 
No.  5  Wheels,  the  other  174  being  No.  10, 
No.  12,  and  No.  16  size.  This  proves  beyond 
question  of  a  doubt  that  No.  5  has  been  the 
leader  among  BIG  ELI  Wheels  since  it  was 
designed  in   1912. 

T.  J.  Todd  and  Son  were  the  purchasers 
of  the  first  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  This 
1912  Model  was  Serial  Number  39  and  upon 
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retirement  from  the  amusement  business 
Mr.  Todd's  Family  sold  their  Wheel.  It  is 
now  operating  on  the  Bach  Shows  being  the 
property  of  Mr.  O.  J.  Bach.  As  already 
stated,  Mr.  Louis  J.  Nieberle  is  the  latest 
purchaser  to  date,  his  Wheel  is  No.  5,  Serial 
No.  554,  1934  Model. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  J.  Kennedy,  No.  5  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  owners  in  a  western  State  report 
at  a  recent  one-day  celebration  their  Wheel 
earned  $262.60  with  some  unfavorable  weather 
during  the  day. 

Another  owner  Mr.  J.  F.  Lumby  of  far 
away  New  Zealand  in  writing  us  says,  "You 


will  notice  the  good  old  Wheel  is  still  doing 
its  stuff." 

Give  the  BIG  ELI  a  chance  and  it  will 
earn  profits  for  you.  After  34  years  in  the 
field  it  is  still  a  leading  money  getter.  That 
indicates  the  permanency  of  its  ability  to 
please  amusement  patrons  everywhere. 

A  well  kept,  flashily  painted,  properly 
powered  and  well  lighted  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
is  an  asset  to  any  Midway. 

Yours   for   the   old   standby   ride, 


'cJje^ 


<^^ 


o 


,o  O 


Sales  Manager 


Paint  Up  ror  the  Fairs 

WE  USE  AND  SELL  GENUINE  Sherwin-Williams  KEM  ENAMEL  COLORS 

Green,  Color  and  varnish,  for  Seats,  quart $1.65 

Red,  Color  and  varnish,  for  seats,  quart 1.65 

Spar  varnish,  clear,  for  seats,  quart 1.65 

Orange-Yellow  color  varnish.,  for  crates  and  boxes,  gallon 3.25 

ELI  Special  Aluminum  Enamel,  for  Steel,  gallon 3.65 

Gray  Enamel,  for  Power  Unit,  quart 1.30 

Black  Pantasote  Upholstering  refinish,  quart 1.25 

We  recommend  2  1-2  Gallons  aluminum  enamel  for  covering  steel  frame  of 
No.  5  BIG  ELI  WHEEL,  3  Gallon  for  No.  12  Wheel.  One  quart.  Red,  One  quart 
Green  and  1-2  gallon  clear  varnish  to  refinish  12  seats.  Two  gallon  Orange- 
Yellow  will  repaint  all  crates  and  boxes.  One  quart  refinish  will  cover  up- 
holstering of  12  seats  one  coat. 

ORDER    YOUR   REOUIREMENTS   NOW    -    IT   PAYS   TO    BUY   THE    BEST 

We  Ship  Promptly 
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BIG  ELI  SEMI-TRAILERS 


Four  of  the  Dee  Lang  Shows'  Trucks  and  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers 


Our  Trailer  business  for  this  year  has  been 
moving  forward  in  a  very  satisfactory  way. 
1934  will  undoubtedly  be  our  biggest  year 
so  far  for  selling  this  equipment.  While 
we  entered  the  Trailer  business  in  a  year  when 
subnormal  conditions  were  at  their  lowest, 
yet  even  in  1932  and  last  year  we  were 
gratified  the  way  our  customers  purchased 
BIG  ELI  Trailer  equipment. 

The  number  of  experienced  amusement 
men  who  have  placed  their  endorsement  on 
BIG  ELI  Trailers  have  pleased  us  very 
much.  Mr.  C.  W.  Webb  of  Russell  Bros. 
Circus  has  purchased  a  number  of  these 
Units  and  when  three  more  24  foot  Trailers 
now  being  completed  for  him  are  delivered  he 
will  have  a  total  of  15  BIG  ELI  Units  for 
transporting  his  up-to-date  circus  equipment. 

The  full  page  Chevrolet  ad  appearing  in 
the  Billboard  issue  of  June  23  includes  a 
very  good  picture  of  two  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailers  on  Mr.  Webbs  Circus.  No.  54  is 
the  specially  built  drop  frame  elephant 
trailer,  No.  44  a  round  front  end  kitchen 
trailer.  The  Chevrolet  Company  are  proud 
that  this  circus  is  powered  with  Chevrolet 
trucks  while  we  take  pride  that  it  is  being 
transported  almost  entirely  on  BIG  ELI 
Semi-Trailers. 

At  this  time  10  BIG  ELI  Trailers  are  a 
part    of  ithe    motorized    equipment    of    Sol's 


Liberty  Shows. 

Dee  Lang,  General  Manager  Dee  Lang 
Shows  now  has  five  BIG  ELI  Trailer  Units. 
Four  of  these  are  shown  in  the  accompanying 
picture.  The  fifth  unit  was  in  service  when 
this  photograph  was  taken  and  was  not 
available  to  be  included  in  the  line-up.  Notice 
the  truck  and  trailer  on  the  right  are  brand 
new  units.  This  outfit  was  bought  June  1 
and  made  its  first  move  transporting  the  Dee 
Lang  Shows  from  Jacksonville  to  Quincy, 
Illinois. 

An  interesting  fact  is  that  of  all  BIG  ELI 
Trailer  business  contracted  for  in  1934 
68%  is  repeat  business.  In  other  words,  more 
than  two  thirds  of  all  our  Trailer  orders 
received  this  year  come  from  customers  who 
have  been  using  these  units  in  previous  years. 
This  proves  to  us  that  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers 
are  giving  the  service  for  which  they  were 
designed  and  built,  transporting  amusement 
equipment,    circus,   carnivals,   riding  devices. 

Other  amusement  Companies  using  BIG 
ELI  Trailers  exculsively  are  C.  E.  Pearson 
Shows,  J.  L.  Landes  Shows,  and  West  Bros. 
Shows.  Other  amusement  men  who  have 
decided  in  favor  of  these  Trailers  this  year 
are  Fred  Zschille,  Amusement  man  of  St. 
Louis,  Missouri.  Ray  Marsh  Brydon,  R.  W. 
Rocco  of  Sol's  Liberty  Shows,  Oscar  Bloom's 
Gold    Medal    Shows    and    Dumas    &    Reid's 
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Happyland  Shows. 

Thirty-four  years  in  the  amusement  manu- 
facturing business  has  taught  us  many 
things  about  the  amusement  man's  problems 
so  we  should  know  what  is  required  for 
transporting  riding  devices  and  other  show 
property  economically  and  safely. 


BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  are  built  for 
years  of  satisfactory  service.  An  exclusive 
feature  is  an  all-steel,  hot  riveted,  straight 
underframe  with  no  wood  below  the  floor  of 
these  Trailers.  Write  for  specifications  and 
prices  and  ask  about  our  terms  on  summer 
weekly  payment  plan. 


RAILWAY  EXPRESS  AGENCY  EXTENDS  THEIR  SERVICE 


Attention  of  BIG  ELI  Operators  and  Owners 
is  called  to  a  recent  extension  in  the  service 
of  Railway  Express  Agencies  throughout  the 
country.  Local  Agent  A.  R.  Eyre  of  the 
Jacksonville  Office  calls  to  our  attention  that 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  are  now 
sub-agents  to  handle  Express  business  when 
the  main  Express  Office  in  any  town  is 
closed.  Mr.  Eyre's  letter  to  us  on  this  sub- 
ject follows: 

June  11,  1934 
ELI  BRIDGE  COMPANY, 
Jacksonville,  Illinois 
Gentlemen : 

For  our  mutual  benefit  I  would  like  to  sug- 
gest that  you  call  the  attention  of  your 
customers,  through  whatever  medium  you 
may  choose,  to  the  fact  that  recently  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Co.  and  our  Company  per- 
fected a  joint  agreement  whereby  the  former 
will  act  as  sub-agents  for  us. 

Inasmuch  as  most  Western  Union  offices 
are  open  evenings,  and  many  of  them  all 
night,  the  thought  occurred  to  me  that  your 
customers,  who,  I  understand,  are  for  the 
most  part  in  the  amusement  business,  might 
find    this    after-hours-service    obtainable    at 


the   Western   Union   offices   very  convenient. 
Yours  very  truly, 
A.  R.  Eyre,  Agent 

Further  explanation  brings  out  the  fact 
that  if  you  have  an  outgoing  shipment  after 
the  main  express  office  is  closed  and  while  the 
Western  Union  Office  is  still  open  for  busi- 
ness you  may  deliver  this  shipment  to  and 
secure  a  receipt  from  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Office. 

Or  if,  in  an  emergency  you  have  a  ship- 
ment coming  in  by  Express  that  arrives  after 
the  main  Express  Office  is  closed,  you  may, 
by  calling  at  the  Western  Union  Office,  have 
these  sub-agents  communicate  with  the 
Express  Agent  and  arrange  with  him  to  secure 
immediate  delivery  of  the  shipment.  This 
phase  of  the  service,  however,  should  only 
be  used  in  actual  emergencies. 

The  Railway  Express  Agency  desires  to 
fully  serve  its  customers  and  through  this 
new  arrangement  with  Western  Union  they 
believe  their  service  will  be  better  than  in 
the  past.  We  pass  this  information  on  to 
readers  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS  for  their  own 
future  use. 


Cable  Insurance 

Carrying  an  extra  Drive-Cable  insures  uninterrupted  Operation.    No  loss  of 
time  caused  by  broken  drive  Cable  while  waiting  for  a  replacement. 

These  prices  are  in  effect  now: 

No.  6  BABY  ELI  Wheel  Drive  Cable $12.00 

No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Drive  Cable 22.40 

No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Drive  Cable 24.00 

No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Drive  Cable 27.50 

All  quotations  f.  o.  b.  our  Factory         -         Orders  shipped  same  day  Received 
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Operator  James  Helms 

On  another  page  of  this  magazine  we 
have  briefly  mentioned  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
Operator  James  Helms  and  on  this  page  we 
desire  to  show  you  his  picture  and  to  ack- 
nowledge his  long  years  of  service  in  charge  of 
BIG  ELI  Wheels.  James  Helms  has  worked 
for  a  number  of  Wheel  owners  some  of  them 
over  a  period  of  several  years.  This  spring 
he  took  charge  of  a  new  No.  5  BIG  ELI  at 
Eastwood  Park,  Detroit,  Michigan  although 
there  were  a  number  of  applicants  for  the 
position.  We  have  every  reason  to  believe 
he  is  giving  first  class  service  and  will  look 
after  the   Wheel   carefully  throughout   1934. 


Occasion  has  recently  required  us  to  give 
several  individual  customers  information  on 
proper  care  of  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  drive 
cable.  As  such  an  explanation  may  be  val- 
uable to  many  Wheel  Operators  we  repeat  it 
here  to  you. 

The  drive  cable  on  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  should 
be  wrapped  on  the  sheave  wheels  right  handed. 
That  is  starting  with  the  cable  coming  down 


from  the  back  of  the  Wheel,  it  should  be  double 
wrapped  around  the  sheave  wheels  until  the 
final  strand  coming  off  the  idler  sheave  goes 
to  the  front  of  the  Wheel  and  should  be 
nearest  the  Operator  who  is  facing  the  sheave 
wheel  as  he  wraps  it.  That  is  the  correct 
way,  but  many  Operators  wrap  these  cables 
left  handed  which  is  detrimental  to  the 
cable  itself. 

Then  because  the  cable  has  a  hemp  core 
which  is  saturated  with  oil,  the  wire  strands 
of  the  cable  when  it  comes  to  the  purchaser 
many  times  have  considerable  oil  on  them. 
This  naturally  gives  the  cable  a  tendency  to  slip 
on  the  wood  rims,  then  the  Operator  tightens 
it  to  prevent  slipping  which  causes  a  very 
tight  cable  and  this  is  detrimental  to  the 
splice.  The  cable  should  always  be  run 
as  loose  as  possible  and  liberally  supplied 
with  pine  tar  which  may  be  dripped  on  the 
cable  as  it  runs  around  the  Wheel.  Stand 
directly  over  the  sheave  wheel  and  allow  a  fine 
stream  of  pine  tar  to  drop  on  the  cable  while  it 
is  running.  With  plenty  of  pine  tar,  the 
cable  run  loosely,  properly  wrapped  on 
the  sheaves  and  carefully  protected  when  tak- 
en off  and  put  on  the  Wheel  and  moved, 
the  cable  should  give  many  weeks  of  first  class 
service   without   signs   of  wear  or   breakage. 

To  the  average  Operator  this  cable  propo- 
sition may  be  a  small  matter,  but  cables 
cost  money;  sometimes  a  breakage  during 
operating  hours  means  loss  of  time,  so  it 
pays  to  protect  the  cable  and  give  it  all  the 
chance  possible  for  maximum  service.  We 
hope  this  brief  explanation  will  assist  some 
Operators  and  owners  to  get  longer  service 
from  drive  cables. 


Work  at  the  home  of  BIG  ELI  Wheels  has 
been  progressing  nicely  for  a  number  of 
weeks.  BIG  ELI  Wlieels  and  BIG  ELI 
Trailers  have  been  leaving  with  due  regularity 
this  spring.  V.  L.  Dickey  and  George  Allsup  of 
the  Happyland  Shows  brought  their  truck 
to  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  on  May  9  and  drove 
away  with  a  24  ft.  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer 
carrying  Dumas  &  Reid's  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheel.  Then  that  order  for  those  two  No.  16 
Wheels  to  be  used  at  A  Century  of  Progress 
came  along,  followed  by  Nick  Dispensa  and 
family  of  Chicago  to  get  their  rebuilt  No.  5 
BIG  ELI  and  seven  car  Tilt-A-Whirl. 
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The  Dee  Lang  Shows  were  located  on  the 
Cannon  lot  in  Jacksonville,  week  of  May  28 
to  June  2  under  the  D.O.K.K.  organization 
of  this  City.  They  had  a  fair  week  here 
and  much  visiting  was  done  between  mem- 
bers of  both  organizations.  While  here  Mr. 
Lang  took  delivery  of  another  24  ft.  BIG 
ELI  Semi-Trailer  which  makes  five  of  these 
Semi-Trailer  outfits  on  his  Show  at  the 
present  time.  Manager  Lang  reports  business 
fair'  so  far  this  season;  the  week  prior  to 
Jacksonville  they  operated  on  the  Streets  in 
Roodhouse  to  satisfactory  business. 


On  Thursday,  June  14,  Mr.  Louis  J.  Nieberle, 
Owner  Florida  Amusement  Company,  Tren- 
ton, Florida  drove  to  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
where  his  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  1934  Model 
was  loaded  and  transported  back  to  the 
Show.  Accompanying  Mr.  Nieberle  was 
Mr.  Frank  Ferari,  long  time  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
Operator. 

Mr.  Nieberle  brought  with  him  four  fine 
watermelons,  fresh  from  the  Florida  fruit 
belt  and  these  were  greatly  enjoyed  at  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory. 


Fred  Zschille's  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer 


The  Trailer  shown  in  this  picture  was  re- 
cently completed  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
and  delivered  to  Mr.  Fred  Zschille  at  St.  Louis, 
Missouri.  A  20  ft.  enclosed  Trailer,  steel  finish 
outside,  inside  lined  with  pressed  wood, 
canvas  roof  painted  aluminum,  rear  opening 
doors  and  inside  lights.  Trailer  painted,  red, 
trimmed  black.  Mr.  Zschille  uses  this  for 
transporting  concession  equipment  and  stock. 


Mr.  Browning  does  not  forget  us  from  year 
to  year  and  the  1934  cherries  ripened  about 
three  weeks  ahead  of  time,  we  ordinarily 
do  not  get  them  until  about  July  1.  Anyway, 
they  were  of  fine  quality  and  we  appreciate 
the  annual  remembrance  from  Fred  Browning. 
He  was  personally  thanked  by  letter  but  this 
is  our  public  announcement  of  appreciation 
to  Mr.  Browning  who  is  a  member  of  the 
BIG  ELI  Family  of  Wheel  owners. 
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Power  that  Proves 

its  Worth 


Beginning  with  the  Celebration  season  your  Power  equipment  will  be  given  a  real 
test;  this  means  long  hours  of  continuous  Operation. 

Are  you  worrying  for  fear  the  old  engine  isn't  equal  to  the  Task?  An  ELI  POWER 
UNIT  will  insure  you,  NO  LOSS  OF  TIME.  It  is,  Edonomical,  Powerful,  Simple  to 
Operate,  and  is  light  weight  for  Portable  use.  It's  4  cylinders  give  you  smooth,  quiet, 
continuous  power.    Recent  Power  Unit  Shipments  were  made  to — 

Mrs.  Mabel  Reid,  Myrtle  Beach,  S.  G. 
Mr.  A.  L.  Mansfield,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Join  the  family  of  satisfied  ELI  POWER  users.     Engines  in  Stock  ready  for  prompt 
shipment.    Sold  with  or  without  steel  Truck.    Ask  about  them  today. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Builders    of    Dependable    Products    for    34    Years 


JACKSONVILLE 


ILLINOIS 
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Jacksonville,  Illinois 
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OUR  FRONT  COVER 

This  night  picture  of  Duplex  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  is  sent  us  by  Dumas  &  Reid,  Pro- 
prietors Happyland  Shows  and  the  picture 
was  taken  at  one  of  their  good  celebration 
spots  in  the  State  of  Michigan  this  year.  If 
space  had  permitted  using  the  entire  picture, 
a  fine  crowd  on  the  Midway  would  be  shown, 
showing  all  attractions  really  doing  business 
in  a  big  way. 

Dumas  &  Reid  have  been  the  owners  of  a 
No.  5  Wheel  for  a  number  of  years  and  at 
the  beginning  of  this  season  purchased  from 
us  another  No.  5  Wheel  to  make  the  Duplex 
Unit,  being  the  first  all  Michigan  Amusement 
Company  using  Duplex  Wheels  permanently. 
These  BIG  ELI  Wheels  on  July  4th  grossed 
$351.50.  As  the  Happyland  Shows  are  just 
entering  their  celebration  dates,  no  doubt 
other  good  reports  will  come  from  these  No. 
5's  as  the  season  progresses. 
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Wm.   G.   Dumas  and  John  F.   Reid 

We  also  show  you  a  picture  of  Wm.  G. 
Dumas  left,  and  John  F.  Reid  in  the  door- 
way of  the  Happyland  Shows  Office  Trailer. 
These  boys  are  the  owners  of  this  successful 
Amusement  Company.  They  are  live-wire 
business  men,  keeping  up  to  the  minute  with 
their  attractions  and  playing  successful  cele- 
bration dates. 

At  the  present  time  the  Happyland  Shows 
are  using  one  BIG  ELI  Trailer  to  assist  in 


transporting  their  equipment  and  expect 
later  to  add  other  Trailer  Units. 

On  another  page  of  this  magazine  we  show 
a  partial  view  of  the  Happyland  Shows  Mid- 
way in  the  day  time  with  a  good  crowd  in 
evidence.  In  this  picture  may  be  seen  Chair- 
plane  in  the  foreground,  Tilt-a-Whirl,  Merry- 
go-round  and  Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels  in 
the  background. 

We  give  these  boys  due  credit,  they  are 
furnishing  good  attractions  to  Michigan 
Fairs  and  in  doing  so  are  making  money  for 
themselves. 


The  accompanying  picture  of  the  No.  5  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  with  the  Georgia  Attractions  was 
taken  at  Alma,  Georgia  in  January  this  year. 
W.  L.  Weiseman's  little  Amusement  Company 
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has  been  operating  all  winter  in  Southern 
States  and  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  has  been  the 
leading  attraction  on  the  Midway.  Mr. 
Weiseman  with  two  assistants  brought  his 
trucks  to  our  Factory  last  November  and 
took  this  BIG  ELI  back  to  Georgia.  While 
the  Wheel  hasn't  made  big  money  it  has  had 
a  successful  year  in  the  South.  Mr.  C.  L. 
Weiseman  is  assisting  his  Father  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  Georgia  Attractions.  We 
have  a  picture  of  Charles  Lynn  Weiseman, 
infant  son  of  Clarence,  and  Grandson  of  W. 
L.  which  will  appear  in  the  columns  of  BIG 
ELI  NEWS  in  the  near  future.  Charles  Lynn 
was  born  on  the  Show  and  his  home  is  the 
house  trailer,  so  he  should  make  a  real  amuse- 
ment man  of  the  future.  Look  for  his  picture 
to  appear  soon. 


The  J.  C.  Weer  Shows  of  South  Bend,  Indiana 
begin  their  Fair  season  August  13  and  are 
booked  solid  for  celebrations  until  the  end 
of  the  season.  The  No.  2  Weer  Unit  start 
their  celebrations  August  20  for  the  remainder 
of  the  season.  J.  C.  Weer  rides  include  BIG 
ELI  Wheels,  Merry-go-rounds,  Chairplane 
and  7-car  Tilt-a-Whirl. 

J.  C.  Weer  is  Manager  with  Mrs.  Weer 
acting  as  Secretary  of  the  Amusement  Com- 
pany. Tommy  Weer  manages  the  No.  2 
ride  unit. 


Ride  Owner  Arthur  Wilbur  of  North  Adams, 
Massachusetts  who  became  suddenly  seriously 
ill  at  Marlboro,  Massachusetts  on  June  6 
being  confined  to  the  Hospital  since,  is  con- 
siderably improved  at  present  writing.  Mr. 
Wilbur's  illness  was  due  to  over-work. 

The  Wilbur  rides,  BIG  ELI  No.  5,  7-car 
Tilt-a-Whirl    and    Spillman    Carousselle    are 
being    managed    by    Mr.    Wilbur's    daughter 
Miss   Elva   M.   Wilbur   during   her   Father's 
'illness.   Although  inexperienced  in  the  amuse- 
Iment  business.  Miss  Wilbur  has  gotten  along 
[very  nicely  in  the  management  of  this  equip- 
ment.   

Since  the  Royal  American  Shows  have  entered 
Canada  playing  the  Class  A  Canadian  Circuit, 
this  Show  has  had  some  wonderful  business 
and  the  four-in-line  BIG  ELI  Wheels  have 
again  been  among  the  top-notch  rides  at 
these  Fairs.  Calgary  was  the  leader  for  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  with  six  real  days  of  business  at 
that  location. 


In  a  recent  letter  from  ride  owner  F.  A.  Stien- 
barger  of  the  Rock  City  Shows  he  says:  "I 
am  sending  you  my  report  on  the  Fourth 
celebration,  the  only  thing  hot  about  it  was 
the  Sun.  However,  I  had  a  good  night  play 
all  week.  It  was  a  fair  week,  but  we  all  can't 
get  the  big  ones. 

My  Wheel  is  topping  all  the  other  rides 
on  the  Show  so  you  see  the  old  reliable  BIG 
ELI  has  got  the  come-back. 

Yours  very  truly, 
F.  A.  Stienbarger." 


Frank  Burke's  No.   5   in  Arizona 

This  picture  of  Frank  Burke's  No.  5  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  was  taken  at  the  annual  rodeo, 
Tucson,  Arizona  February  25  this  year.  Mr. 
Burke  operates  his  own  Wheel  and  Tilt-a- 
Whirl  with  a  booked  on  Chairplane  and  has 
had  a  successful  season  so  far  with  his  amuse- 
ment equipment  in  the  southwest. 

Mentioning  his  4th  of  July  business  Frank 
says:  "We  did  not  do  so  good  as  we  had 
figured  on  but  we  got  $180.70  on  the  Tilt-a- 
Whirl  and  the  Wheel  got  $166,  but  I  guess 
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we  should  be  glad  to  get  that  and  will  have 
to  be  satisfied.  I  suppose  you  have  got  all 
the  reports  in  on  the  July  4th  Contest  and 
you  should  get  some  business  as  the  show 
people  should  be  a  little  flush  and  if  so  they 
will  spend  their  money." 

We  are  always  glad  to  hear  from  Frank, 
his  letters  carry  a  cheerful,  optimistic  note 
and  he  is  a  hard  worker  with  his  amusement 
equipment. 


Ride  owner  A.  Margulis  who  operates  his 
BIG  ELI  No.  12  at  High  Cliff  Park,  Wiscon- 
sin has  been  making  some  one-day  celebrations 
in  that  territory,  then  moving  back  to  the 
Park  for  in-between  dates  operation.  He  has 
some  other  celebrations  to  play  in  Wisconsin 
before  the  1934  season  comes  to  a  close. 

Abe  is  a  hustler  and  a  worker  and  we  wish 
him  success  with  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 


Mr.  T.  P.  Gififord,  BIG  ELI  Owner  who  has 
for  many  years  been  a  prize  winner  in  our 
4th  of  July  Contest  wrote  us  on  July  8  from 
Iowa  as  follows:  "My  report  for  July  4  on 
Ferris  Wheel  and  Merry-go-round  is  hardly 
worth  sending  in  as  we  got  rained  out  both 
afternoon  and  night.  However,  we  had  a 
wonderful  crowd  and  during  rain  they  went 
to  their  cars.  Between  showers  we  managed 
to  get  $153.70  on  the  Wheel  and  $165.35  on 
the  Merry-go-round.  If  we  could  have  had 
a  good  day  we  feel  sure  we'd  been  in  the 
prize  money  again  this  year. 

Yours, 

T.  P.  Gifford." 

Well,  here's  hoping  Mr.  Gififord  will  have 
a  real  report  to  send  for  July  4,  1935.  W^e 
invite  him  and  other  ride  owners  to  enter 
the  BIG  ELI  Contests  next  year. 


Happyland  Shows'   Rides,  Chairplane,  Tilt-a-Whirl,  Caroussellc,   Duplex  BIG   ELI   Wheels 


Mr.  E.  G.  Ellis,  of  the  Oklahoma  Ranch  Shows 
has  been  sending  some  good  celebration  re- 
ports on  his  BIG^ELI  Wheel.  In  a  letter 
reporting  his  4th  of  July  receipts  Mr.  Ellis 
says:  "Looks  good  from  now  on,  play  all 
celebration  dates.  I  feel  pleased  with  the  4th 
and  hope  that  the  following  spots  hold  up. 
Thanking  you,  I  remain, 

Yours  truly, 
E.  G.  Ellis." 


W.  J.  Bunts  of  Bunts  Greater  Shows  has 
given  us  his  order  for  new  seven-car  Tilt-a- 
Whirl  which  was  shipped  July  31  to  Mullens, 
South  Carolina.  This  new  ride  will  open  the 
celebration  season  on  the  Bunts  Shows  at 
Mullens  week  of  August  13.  We  are  glad  to 
add  Mr.  Bunts  to  the  Tilt-a-Whirl  family. 
He  has  been  a  BIG  ELI  Owner  for  a  number 
of  years. 
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Wm.  R.  Snapp  reports  the  opening  of  his 
celebration  dates  in  Wisconsin  week  of 
August  6,  stating  he  has  seven  Wisconsin 
Fairs,  one  in  Missouri  and  several  in  Louis- 
iana. He  looks  forward  to  good  business  on 
the  Snapp  rides,  BIG  ELI  No.  5,  Tilt-a-Whirl, 
and  Carousselle  at  these  celebration  dates. 


Mrs.  C.  E.  Pearson  of  Pearson  Shows  with 
her  Assistant  Manager  Ed  L.  Heinz  visited 
the  BIG  ELI  Factory  for  a  few  hours  Satur- 
day August  4. 

The  Pearson  Fair  Dates  began  at  Charles- 
ton, Illinois  week  of  August  6  and  the  Com- 
pany will  play  celebration  dates  straight 
through  until  season's  closing  time.  They 
are  scheduled  for  the  Morgan  County  Fair 
in  Jacksonville  August  28  to  31. 

Mrs.  Pearson  reports  condition  of  Capt. 
C.  E.  Pearson  about  the  same.  Capt.  Pearson 
has  not  been  able  to  travel  with  the  Shows 
at  all  this  season. 


Our  friend  L.  J.  Nieberle  of  Florida  Amuse- 
ment Company  reports  good  business  from 
the  Sunshine  State.  Mr.  Nieberle  says  they 
have  had  considerable  rain  in  that  territory 
to  interfere  with  business  but  he  has  gotten 
his  part  of  the  money  between  showers  with 
the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  and  Tilt-a-Whirl. 


Writing  from  Middleboro,  Kentucky  recently, 
ride  owner  J.  A.  Montgomery  of  the  Page 
Shows  had  this  to  say:  "Just  received  your 
letter  showing  the  4th  of  July  prize  winners 
which  I  note  particularly  were  all  No.  5's. 
You  bet  the  No.  5  is  hard  to  beat  with  any 
ride.    Best  wishes,  J.  A.  Montgomery." 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  J.  Kennedy  of  the  Kennedy 
Amusement  Company,  Boise,  Idaho  are  late 
members  of  the  Tilt-a-Whirl  Family  having 
bought  a  used  Tilt-a-Whirl  shipped  to  them 
at  Soda  Springs,  Idaho  on  August  1.      Mr. 

I  and  Mrs.  Kennedy  have  been  the  owners  of 
Merry-go-round  and  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
for  a  number  of  years  and  we  are  glad  they 

'  have  addpd  another  money  getting  ride  to 
their  equipment. 


Mr.  Edward  A.  Sabath  has  taken  a  position 
I  as  Secretary  on  the  Latlip  Shows.   Mr.  Sabath 

is  a  man  with  years  of  experience  in  secretarial 
;  capacities   and   has   been    connected   with    a 

number  of  Shows  in  past  years. 
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Harry  H.  Kinsey  with  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wneel 
and  D.  W.  Leslie  with  7-car  Tilt-a-Whirl 
have  been  reporting  some  nice  business  on 
Miller  Bros.  Exposition  Midway.  This  Show 
is  now  operating  in  the  State  of  New  York. 


Walter  Hartsock  of  the  Superior  Shows  re- 
ports business  from  the  still  dates  not  so  hot, 
but  with  a  number  of  Fairs  and  Street  Cele- 
brations just  beginning  they  are  expecting 
a  real  pick-up  as  the  season  progresses.  Walter 
and  his  brother  Byron  are  in  charge  of  No.  5 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  on  Superior  Shows. 


The  Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Family  con- 
tinues to  grow.  W.  H.  Hames  and  Theo  Ledel 
of  the  Bill  Hames  Shows  recently  added  a 
new  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  complete  with 
extra  ELI  Power  Unit  for  their  Duplex  Wheels 
to  operate  at  celebrations  in  the  State  of 
Texas.  In  acknowledging  the  shipment  Mr. 
Ledel  says:  "Wheel  arrived  OK  unloaded 
and  operated  on  July  24  as  Duplex  Wheels. 
The  location  was  a  still  spot  and  of  course  we 
did  not  expect  a  great  deal  of  business  there, 
but  am  sure  the  Wheels  will  probably  be  top 
money  over  the  rides." 

At  least  a  dozen  amusement  companies 
have  added  another  BIG  ELI  Wheel  to  their 
Midways  this  year.  The  majority  of  these 
have  been  of  the  No.  5  size. 


C.  W.  and  J.  W.  Byers  of  Byers  Brothers 
Shows  are  now  operators  of  seven-car  Tilt- 
a-Whirl  in  the  State  of  Iowa.  They  are  booked 
solid  for  celebration  dates  and  are  expecting 
good  business  on  the  BIG  ELI  No.  5,  Merry- 
go-round  and  Tilt-a-Whirl.  C.  W.  Byers 
operates  one  ride  unit,  while  J.  W.  manages 
the  other  at  Iowa  Celebration  dates. 


Mr.  C.  Barthel  has  recently  located  his  No.  5 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  with  the  Pollie-Scully  Shows 
for  the  celebration  season. 

WANTED 

The  present  address  of  ARCHIE  DAVIDS, 
ride  owner  who  formerly  operated  Merry- 
go-round  and  BIG  ELI  Wheel  in  the  States 
of  Michigan,  Tennessee  and  Indiana.  Any 
News  reader  knowing  Mr.  Davids  present 
address  please  advise  us.  Information  given 
held  strictly  confidential  and  will  be  appre- 
omtpci 

ELI  BRIDGE  COMPANY 
Jacksonville,  Illinois. 
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Al.  C.   Hansen  Shows  in  Jacksonville,  Illinois 


The  AlJC.  Hansen  Shows  operating  on  the 
Cannon  Lot  under  the  American  Legion  had 
a  rather  disappointing  week  in  Jacksonville 
July  9  to  14th.  They  were  the  third  show  in 
our  City  this  season  and  being  here  during 
the  bad  storm  which  took  place  at  11:00  P.  M. 
July  10,  our  Jacksonville  citizens  were  more 
or  less  upset  during  the  entire  week. 

However,  the  accompanying  picture  taken 
of  the  Midway  on  Saturday  night  shows  a 
good  crowd  in  attendance  and  the  rides  doing 


some  business.  Chairplane  in  the  foreground, 
Motordome  at  the  left,  Tilt-a-Whirl,  Merry- 
go-round  and  BIG  ELI  in  the  background. 

During  the  week  we  had  a  number  of 
friendly  visits  with  Manager  Hansen,  General 
Agent  Harry  Small,  Mrs.  Hansen  and  others 
on  the  Midway. 

The  Hansen  Shows  went  from  Jacksonville 
to  Springfield  and  at  the  present  writing  are 
still  operating  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 


AUSTIN  A.  McPHERSON 

1896-1934 

Austin  McPherson  a  long  time  employee  of 
Eli  Bridge  Company  passed  away  at  a  Jack- 
sonville Hospital  on  July  2nd,  1934.  Mr.  Mc- 
Pherson had  been  in  failing  health  for  about 
two  years  and  several  weeks  before  his  death 
had  found  it  necessary  to  give  up  his  work  as 
Watchman  at  our  Factory.  His  services  with 
our  Company  began  in  July  1920.  He  leaves 
to  mourn  his  loss,  Mrs.  McPherson,  and  two 
children,  Weldon  and  Jean  Evelyn,  his  Father, 
one  brother,  Dorsey,  and  one  sister,  Edith. 
Austin  had  many  friends  in  this  community 
where  he  will  be  greatly  missed. 


J.  F.  (Fritz)  EDWARDS 

1911-1934 

John  Frederick  (Fritz)  Edwards  (22)  only  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Edwards  of  Wooster, 
Ohio,  was  almost  instantly  killed  in  an  auto- 
mobile accident  at  Wooster  August  7th,  Mr. 
Edwards  was  on  his  way  to  a  Centennial 
Celebration  at  Shelby,  Ohio  when  the  fatal 
accident  occurred. 

J.  F.  Edwards  was  a  graduate  of  Wooster 
Ohio  High  School  and  had  less  than  a  year's 
work  to  finish  his  course  at  Ohio  State  Uni- 
versity. He  was  associated  with  his  father  in 
the  Amusement  business  being  Secy-Treas. 
of  Edwards'  Attractions. 
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A  bi-monthly  magazine  for  the  benefit  of  those 
interested  in  the  riding  device  business.  For 
ten  years ,  this  magazine  was  called  The 
OPTIMIST.  Now  there  is  nothing  new  but 
the  name.  BIG  ELI  is  our  registered  trade 
mark,  hence,  BIG  ELI  NEWS  is  protected 
by  the  use  of  the  words  BIG  ELI.  The 
magazine,  supporting  clean  amusements,  pub- 
lished in  the  interest  of  ELI  BRIDGE 
COMPANY,  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  U.  S.  A. 
Builders   of   the    Famous    BIG    ELI    Wheel. 

LEE    A.    SULLIVAN President 

J.  L.  SULLIVAN Vice  President 

L.  L.  SULLIVAN Secretary-Treasurer 

BEN.  0.  ROODHOUSE Sales  Manager 


EDITORIAL 

Now  that  July  4th  is  over  we  look  forward 
to  the  celebration  and  Fair  dates  of  1934. 
The  outlook  is  definitely  better  and  brighter 
than  for  several  past  years.  This  statement 
comes  not  only  from  our  own  opinion  but 
letters  from  ride  men  in  all  directions  indicate 
it  so. 

Of  course  there  are  some  difficulties  to 
face,  the  principal  one  of  which  this  year 
seems  to  be  the  serious  drouth  condition  in 
the  Central  West.  But  we  have  these  diffi- 
culties every  year.  Either  it  is  a  drouth,  a 
shortage  of  money,  too  much  rain,  or  some- 
thing else.  We  must  surmount  these  diffi- 
culties and  do  our  best  under  present  condi- 
tions. In  doing  this  we  will  definitely  ap- 
preciate the  results  gained  by  determination 
and  hard  work. 

This  year  has  already  proven  far  ahead  of 
the  past  two  amusement  seasons.  A  good 
example  of  this  is  our  parts  sales  to  date. 
They  are  more  than  twice  as  large  as  during 
the  same  period  of  1933.  Ride  men  are  making 
more  money,  so  they  are  adding  parts,  paint- 
ing their  equipment  and  getting  ready  for 
the  remainder  of  the  season. 


Then  general  sales  are  better.  Not  only 
with  us  but  in  practically  all  lines  of  business. 
This  information  is  secured  from  different 
salesmen  who  call  on  us  regularly. 

Then  the  reports  coming  from  you  ride 
men  are  better.  Not  in  your  letters  alone, 
but  the  actual  figures  of  receipts  on  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  and  Tilt-a-Whirls  throughout  the 
country.  Compare  the  4th  of  July  reports 
on  BIG  ELI  Wheels  with  those  of  1932  and 
1933.  Note  the  increase.  Isn't  this  encourag- 
ing to  you?   We  certainly  believe  it  should  be. 

There  is  much  to  be  thankful  for.  We  are 
here,  the  opportunities  are  before  us,  what 
will  we  do  with  them?  The  amusement  busi- 
ness will  and  is  coming  back.  That  it  will 
continue  to  grow  better  with  the  improve- 
ment in  other  lines  is  now  an  unquestioned 
fact. 

I  am  reminded  of  a  conversation  several 
years  ago  with  a  very  good  friend  who  in- 
formed me  he  was  retiring  from  the  riding 
device  business  because  it  was  GONE  and 
would  never  be  back.  He  declared  it  a  deca- 
dent business,  and  stated  that  the  public  no 
longer  wanted  such  amusements.  My  answer 
to  h|im  was  that  he  just  as  well  admit  that 
our  civilization  was  gone  because  people 
would  have  amusements  in  proportion  to 
their  ability  to  secure  them. 

Today,  even  this  man  admits  that  condi- 
tions are  slowly  getting  better.  He  is  again 
back  in  the  riding  device  business  in  a  limited 
way. 

We  admit,  it  isn't  a  time  to  increase  the 
overhead  expense,  spend  money  lavishly  or 
to  obligate  one's  self  beyond  his  ability  to 
pay.  Yet,  will  you  agree  with  me  that  the 
amusement  business  is  definitely  better  than 
1932  or  1933  and  is  on  the  increase  as  the 
weeks  go  by?  So  if  we  put  our  shoulders  to 
the  Wheel,  work  the  harder,  results  will  come 
and  we  shall  at  the  end  of  this  year  1934 
review  our  efforts  and  accomplishments  with 
enthusiasm  and  satisfaction.  These  state- 
ments are  not  based  upon  over-enthusiastic 
optimism,  but  upon  the  facts  as  they  are 
proven  so  far,  and  upon  our  belief  in  the 
future. 


If  the  wicked  flourish  and  you  suffer,  be  not 
discouraged.  They  are  fattened  for  destruc- 
tion, you  are  dieted  for  health. — Fuller. 
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Results    of    Our    Tw enty-sccond 

The  No.  5  wins  all  of  the  six  places  in  Contest  Mo.  1.     All  prize  winning 
BIG  ELI  Wheels  operated  by  ELI  Power  Units 


It  is  with  pleasure  we  tell  you  that  both 
the  number  of  entries  and  reports  were  better 
than  1932  or  1^33.  Of  the  twelve  prize  winning 
locations  Iowa  again  produces  the  most 
prize  winners,  seven  of  the  twelve  prizes  were 
won  in  that  State.  These  reports  range  from 
Idaho  on  the  West  to  Massachusetts  east, 
Michigan  north  to  New  Mexico  south.  Most 
of  our  friends  reported  good  weather,  but 
there  was  some  unfavorable  weather  in  the 
Central  West,  mostly  in  Iowa. 

First  prize  in  Contest  for  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
again  goes  to  the  State  of  Iowa  and  was 
taken  by  Wayne  Hale's  No.  5  BIG  ELI.  Mr. 
Hale's  rides  have  been  consistent  money 
earners  in  past  years.  The  increase  this  year 
is  noticeable,  the  first  prize  won  in  1933  con- 
test was  for  $349.50  gross,  while  the  1934 
first  prize  was  taken  by  a  Wheel  earning 
$490.40  gross. 

F.  J.  Kennedy  won  fourth  place  in  Contest 
No.  1  last  year  and  stepped  up  to  third  place 
this  year  with  gross  receipts  in  1933,  $309.40, 
and  in  1934,  $372.00. 

Mr.  R.  0.  Couch  again  makes  the  prize 
winning  list  this  year,  as  he  has  been  a 
consistent  prize  winner  for  a  number  of 
years  with  his  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 

The  No.  5  Wheel  has  proven  year  after 
year  that  as  a  money  getting  BIG  ELI  its 
leadership  is  unquestioned.     This  size  Wheel 


always  wins  a  majority  of  prizes  and  this 
year  has  taken  all  the  prizes  as  noted  in  the 
table  below. 

Here  is  the  location  of  the  twelve  prize 
winning  rides  in  both  contests.  Iowa  takes 
seven  of  the  twelve  prizes.  Two  go  to  Mich- 
igan, one  each  to  Idaho,  Kansas,  and  Mass- 
achusetts. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  increase  in 
Contest  No.  1  over  1933  or  '32.  1932  total 
of  six  high  Wheels  reported  was  $1658.50, 
an  average  per  Wheel  of  $276.41.  1933  re- 
ports show  total  of  six  prize  winning  Wheels 
$1873.75,  an  average  per  W^heel  of  $321.20. 
This  was  $35.79  per  Wheel  higher  than  in 
1932. 

1934  total  of  six  prize  winning  WTieels 
$2139.95,  an  average  per  Wheel  of  $356.65. 
This  is  $44.45  per  Wheel  higher  than  1933. 
Thus  1933  showed  an  increase  over  '32,  while 
1934  shows  a  bigger  increase  over  last  year. 
These  facts  are  encouraging  to  ride  men  as 
they  indicate  increased  interest  in  the  riding 
device  business  by  the  amusement  going 
public. 

One  Wheel  owner  who  entered  the  Contest 
did  not  report  his  4th  of  July  receipts  in 
time  to  be  listed  among  the  prize  winners, 
but  in  the  State  of  North  Dakota  this  customer 
grossed  $403.80.  Had  he  reported  his  Wheel 
would  have  won  second  prize  and  the  average 
would  have  been  much  higher. 


WINNERS  IN  CONTEST  NO.   1 

Model  Wheel  State                   Rank  and  Prize  Receipts 

No.  5  Iowa  1st $5.00  $490.40 

No.  5  Iowa  2nd 3  00  381   80 

No.  5  Idaho  3rd 2  00  372  00 

No.  5  Iowa  4th 1.00  321   70 

No.  5  Iowa  5th 1.00  315  80 

No.  5  Mass.  6th 1  00  258.25 

Total $2139  95 

Average  per  Wheel $  356 .  65 


Owner 

Wayne  Hale 
Byers  Brothers 
F.  J.  Kennedy 
Walter  Savidge 
R.  O.  Couch 
H.  J.  Dailey 
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Annual    Fourth    of    July    Contest 

Wayne   Hale's  Carry-us-all   first  in   Contest  No.   2.        Tilt-a-Whirls  win   two 

prizes  in  this  Contest 


An  owner  of  Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
operating  in  the  State  of  Michigan  reported 
receipts  of  $351.50.  However,  as  all  Duplex 
Wheels  were  required  to  divide  their  receipts 
to  be  in  fair  competition  with  single  Wheel 
owners,  this  gave  this  owner  a  report  on  each 
Wheel  of  only  $175.75  but  he  was  very  much 
pleased  with  the  earnings  of  the  Duplex 
Wheels  at  the  Michigan  celebration. 


In  Contest  No.  2,  first  prize  was  taken  by 
Wayne  Hale  with  his  Parker  Baby  Q  Carry- 
us-all  which  grossed  $416.40. 

Dumas  &  Reid  in  the  State  of  Michigan 
placed  two  rides  second  and  third,  Tilt-a- 
Whirl  getting  second  prize  with  $334.40  and 
Carousselle  third  prize  with  $329.20.  Merry- 
go-round  Owner  Otto  Stephen  has  been  a 
consistent  entry  and  a  prize  winner  in  Con- 
test No.  2.  He  won  fourth  place  in  this  Con- 
test last  year  and  holds  the  same  place  this 
year. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  1933  all 
winners  in  Contest  No.  2  were  Merry-go- 
rounds.  In  Contest  No.  2  this  year  two  Tilt- 
a-Whi,rls  are  in  the  prize  list.  The  Tilt-a- 
Whirl  has  been  steadily  regaining  its  popu- 
larity with  improved  conditions  in  1933  and 
1934. 

The  State  of  Iowa  won  three  prizes  in 
Contest  No.  2  while  Michigan  took  two  and 
Kansas  one.     Despite  the  drouth  conditions, 


the    Central    West   seems   to    have    had   the 
best  business  at  4th  of  July  time  this  year. 

The  Dumas  &  Reid  Carousselle  and  Tilt- 
a-Whirl  and  the  J.  L.  Landes  Tilt-a-Whirl 
were  operated  by  ELI  Power  Units.  This 
reliable  outfit  takes  a  prominent  place  each 
year  with  the  responsibility  for  prize  winning 
rides.  A  reliable  economical  engine  that  is 
always  ready  for  work  and  will  run  long 
hours  with  very  little  attention,  is  a  real 
help  to  any  ride  owner  on  July  4th  or  at 
celebration  time. 

Riding  Device  receipts  reached  a  peak  in 
1929.  They  declined  in  1930,  '31,  and  again 
in  '32.  Then  they  have  started  to  climb 
again  and  1933  was  better  than  '32,  and  '34 
was  much  better  than  '33.  We  are  definitely 
climbing  out  of  these  subnormal  conditions 
so  let's  hope  the  climb  continues  and  that 
1935  reports  will  again  show  improvement. 

BIG  ELI  Fourth  of  July  Contests  have 
become  an  annual  event  with  many  Riding 
Device  Owners.  They  look  forward  to  these 
Contests  with  mucn  interest.  Any  Standard 
Riding  Device  may  be  entered.  Naturally  we 
feature  Contest  No.  1  for  BIG  ELI  WHEELS, 
but  want  other  Ride  Owners  to  feel  Contest 
No.  2  is  conducted  for  them. 

If  you  have  entered  these  contests  and  re- 
ported receipts  we  thank  you  for  your  interest 
and  invite  your  entry  again  next  year.  If 
you  have  not  entered,  do  so  in  1935. 


WINNERS 

IN  CONTEST 

NO. 

2 

Owner 

Ride 

State 

Rank 

and  Prize 

Receipts 

Wayne  Hale 

Carry-us-all 

Iowa 

1st.. 

$5.00 

$416  40 

Dumas  &  Reid 

Tilt-a-Whirl 

Mich. 

2nd 

3  00 

334  40 

Dumas  &  Reid 

Carousselle 

Mich. 

3rd 

2 .  00 

329.20 

Otto  Stephen 

Carry-us-all 

Iowa 

4th. 

1   00 

317.50 

J.  L.  Landes 

Tilt-a-Whirl 

Kansas 

5th 

1 .  00 

281   40 

Walter  Savidge 

Carry-us-all 

Iowa 

6th 

1 .  00 

268.20 
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Allan  Herschell  Company's  Kiddie  Auto  Ride 


By  courtesy  of  Allan  Herschell  Company, 
Inc.,  North  Tonawanda,  New  York  we  are 
showing  on  this  page  a  picture  of  the  Kiddie 
Auto  Ride  in  operation  this  year  at  A  Century 
of  Progress,  Chicago,  Illinois,  along  with 
BABY  ELI  Wheel  and  other  Kiddie  Rides. 

Kiddie  Auto  Rides  became  popular  several 
years  ago  and  are  now  a  standard  children's 
attraction  on  many  Midways  both  with 
traveling  Amusement  Companies  and  in 
Parks. 

A  few  days  ago  we  visited  the  Midway  of 
America's  Model  Shows  at  Beardstown,  Illi- 
nois and  saw  an  Allan  Herschell  Kiddie  Auto 
Ride  similar  to  the  one  pictured  here,  loaded 
to  capacity  with  many  interested  parents 
gathered  round  it.  The  children  were  having 
a  delightful  time  riding  the  little  automobiles. 


including  the  Fire  Engines  ringing  the  bells 
and  tooting  the  horns  as  the  ride  was  in 
motion. 

Last  year  on  Enchanted  Island  at  A  Century 
of  Progress  the  Kiddie  Auto  Ride  and  the 
BABY  ELI  Wheel  were  two  popular  attrac- 
tions and  we  give  you  the  receipts  by  months 
on  these  two  rides  in  1933. 

With  this  article  we  show  you  a  picture  of 
the  BABY  ELI  Wheel.  This  particular  Wheel 
is  owned  by  Ed  Corey  of  Troy,  Illinois,  the 
picture  was  taken  in  the  late  evening  of  June 
18  when  Mr.  Corey  was  operating  his  BABY 
ELI  and  BIG  ELI  Wheel  at  the  American 
Legion  Convention  in  Jacksonville.  The 
BABY  ELI  was  a  popular  attraction  here. 

If  you  have  no  kiddie  rides  on  your  Midway 
we  suggest  consideration  of  the  Kiddie  Auto 


May 

June 

July 

August 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Total 

Kiddie  Auto 
Ride 

$108.55 

$1012  95 

$1282  50 

$1784  50 

$1197  65 

$926  75 

$86  10 

$6399  00 

BABY  ELI 

WHEEL 

$  97.45 

$  966.55 

$1286.55 

$1636  55 

$1046   15 

$721  60 

$48.40 

$5803.25 
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ED.  COREY'S 

BABY 
ELI  WHEEL 

This  picture  was 

tal<en  in 

Jacksonville, 

during 

American  Legion 

District 

Convention 

last  June. 

Mrs.  Corey  in 
front  of  the 

Wheel,  Ed.  at 

the  extreme 

right. 


Ride  and  BABY  ELI  Wheel.  The  investment 
in  the  two  rides  is  a  normal  amount  and  yet 
they  are  capable  of  getting  real  money  week 
after  week  during  the  amusement  season. 
This  is  especially  true  at  celebrations  and 
Fairs  where  many  children  are  in  attendance. 
The  Kiddies  appreciate  rides  built  special 
for  them.  Parents  are  also  interested.  Watch 
a  kiddie  ride  in  operation  and  see  the  grown- 
ups gathered  round  it,  waiting  for  the  children 
to  ride  and  watching  the  antics  of  the  little 
folks  enjoying  the  fun. 

We  are  not  sales  agents  for  the  Kiddie  Auto 
Ride  but  suggest  it  is  a  good  team  mate  for 


BABY  ELI.  Allan  Herschell  Company  or 
any  other  Company  building  this  class  of 
ride  will  be  glad  to  give  you  full  information, 
prices  and  terms. 

Kiddie  Rides  have  proven  during  the  past 
several  years  that  they  step-up  the  interest 
in  the  Midway  and  earn  good  returns  in  pro- 
portion to  their  investment  and  operating 
expense. 

Yours  for  Profit  earning  riding  devices, 


'^.^^  C^  Z^^^^^^^^^l^.^^ 


Sales  Manager 
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BIG   ELI    Wtieels-'-A   Going,   Growing   Business 

The  viewpoint  of  a  writer,  outside  the  Amusement  Business 

and  what  he  says  about  it 

From  "PRINTED 
SALESMANSHIP" 

June  1934 

A  year  ago  most  of  the 
wise  men  of  the  amusement 
business  said  a  Ferris  Wheel 
was  too  old  fashioned  for  a 
1933  Fair.  When  1933  A 
Century  of  Progress  opened 
there  were  all  manner  of 
new  riding  devices  designed 
to  give  a  thrill  to  the  most 
blase  of  1933  gilded  youth. 
But  there  was  no  Ferris 
Wheel.  Wise  amusement 
men  allowed  as  how  the 
younger  generation  would 
thumb  their  noses  at  such 
a  product  of  the  nineties 
which  had  been  the  old 
favorite  of  a  million  county 
fairs,  carnival  exhibitions, 
and  celebrations.  So  the 
Ferris  Wheel  was  finally 
relegated  to  the  limbo  of 
the  bustle,  the  steel-boned 
corset  and  high-wheeled 
bicycle. 

When  the  1934  Century 
of    Progress    opened    there 
were    two    Ferris    Wheels. 
Which  ought  to  prove  some- 
thing.   At  least  it  indicates 
that  much  of  the  insistent 
demand  for  something  new, 
something   different,   some- 
thing with  a  "kick"  to  it, 
is  not  as  genuine  as  it  seems. 
Now,   in  competition  with  these  newer  and 
more  thrilling  riding  devices,  the  old-fashioned 
Ferris   Wheel,   unchanged   and   unjazzed  for 
nearly  forty  years,  is  more  than  holding  its 
own. 

From  "AMERICAN  BUSINESS" 

July  1934 

The  Eli  Bridge  Company  of  Jacksonville, 
Illinois,  builds  no  bridges.  Nor  does  it  deal 
in  any  bridges  of  any  kind  or  the  appurten- 
ances thereof. 


In  competition  with  newer  and  more  Thrilling  Riding  Devices  at  the 

World's  Fair  of  1934,  the   BIG   ELI   Wheels  are 

more  than  Holding  Their  Own 


A  number  of  weeks  ago  Mr.  Eugene  Whit- 
more,  a  member  of  the  Editorial  Staff  ot 
Dartnell  Corporation,  Chicago,  called  upon 
us  by  appointment  to  get  some  details  of  the 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  business  for  a  proposed 
article  for  one  of  his  magazines.  The  follow- 
ing extracts  from  two  articles,  one  appearing 
in  'Printed  Salesmanship'  the  other  in  'Ameri- 
can Business'  portrays  his  ability  to  explain 
interesting  parts  of  this  business.  Read  his 
statements,  they  are  printed  exactly  as  written. 
—The  Editor. 
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There  was  a  time  when  Eli  Bridge  Company 
did  build  bridges.  But  its  founder,  the  late 
W.  E.  Sullivan,  had  a  run-in  with  an  asso- 
ciation of  bridge  builders,  refused  to  join  them. 
Thereupon  the  bridge  business  became  pro- 
gressively less  lucrative  to  Mr.  Sullivan  until 
it  ceased  to  interest  him  in  any  way. 

In  a  moment  of  considerable  heat,  Mr. 
SuUivan  is  said  to  have  told  the  bridge  builders 
gathered  in  assembly  that  there  would  come 
a  time  when  he  would  own  a  business  that 
was  different — a  business  that  could  not  be 
controlled  or  dictated  to  by  a  "trust",  as 
the  association  was  called.  He  vowed  that 
he  would  enter  a  business  where  competition 
was  rare. 

The  product  of  this  Company  whose  busi- 
ness is  really  different  is  Ferris  Wheels — yea, 
the  Ferris  Wheel  without  which  no  carnival, 
county  fair  or  amusement  park  is  considered 
complete.  Founded  in  1900,  the  Company 
has  been  selling  and  building  Ferris  Wheels 
ever  since.  How  it  sells  the  product  that  is 
different,  its  relations  with  its  customers  and 
some  of  their  fundamental  policies  offer  sug- 
gestions that  may  be  used  in  any  business. 

The  Ferris  Wheel  is  a  staple  item  of  amuse- 
ment. Children  and  grown-ups  alike  want  to 
ride  the  Wheel.  It  has  suffered  less  in  income 
during  the  depression  than  any  other  riding 
device,  not  even  excepting  the  Merry-go- 
round.  It  is  portable  and  may  be  transported 
on  trucks.  It  can  "hunt  money"  as  they  say 
in  show  business,  going  regularly  from  town 
to  town,  or  it  may  be  permanently  anchored 
in  some  Amusement  Park.  It  will  earn  money 
when  everything  else  on  a  Carnival  Midway 
fails. 

One  idea  of  building  good  will  and  encourag- 
ing customers  to  make  the  most  of  their  op- 
portunities is  a  Fourth  of  July  Contest  which 
has  been  conducted  annually  by  the  Company 
among  owners  of  Wheels  for  twenty-two 
years.  Weeks  before  the  holiday,  wheel 
owners  begin  to  register  their  wheels  for  the 
contest.  Immediately  after  the  holiday  they 
report  their  receipts  to  the  Company.  Six 
modest  cash  prizes  are  offered  to  owners  re- 
porting the  six  largest  Wheel  receipts  for  the 
day.  In  1933,  the  winning  wheel  owner  re- 
ported receipts  of  $349.50  for  the  day.  The 
average  per  wheel  was  $312.20  for  the  six 
winning  Wheels.  Although  the  money  value 
of  the  prizes  is  small  they  are  hotly  competed 
for  by  many  owners. 


Established  in  1916,  BIG  ELI  NEWS,  the 
Company  house  organ,  is  mailed  regularly  to 
all  present  Wheel  Owners,  to  Amusement 
Magazines,  Fair,  Park  and  Carnival  Owners 
and  Officials. 

One  page  of  each  issue  of  the  house  organ 
is  devoted  to  the  interest  of  Wheel  Operators. 
Of  course,  there  are  many  men  throughout 
the  country  who  have  at  one  time  or  another 
operated  wheels.  To  encourage  efficient 
operators  and  to  keep  in  touch  with  them, 
the  company  has  for  the  past  fifteen  years 
given  all  operators  who  can  furnish  good 
recommendations  from  wheel  owners  a  lapel 
button  to  wear  as  evidence  of  their  ability 
and  reliability  as  operators  of  BIG  ELI  Ferris 
Wheels.  Each  year  many  operators  write 
and  request  these  lapel  buttons.  The  men 
prize  these  buttons  highly  as  ownership  of 
one  is  evidence  of  their  reliability,  trust- 
wortniness  and  ability. 

Careful  instructions  for  repairing,  truing 
wheels  or  making  any  adjustments  are  always 
available  for  operators  and  owners.  A  record 
of  all  wheels,  their  locations,  owners,  number, 
age,  etc.,  is  maintained  so  that  any  informa- 
tion concerning  the  Wheels  is  at  all  times 
available  for  use. 

Recently  the  Company  made  an  important 
discovery  that  may  add  considerable  to  the 
market  for  Ferris  Wheels.  Some  one  thought 
that  two  Ferris  Wheels  operated  side  by  side 
would  take  in  much  more  money  than  one 
Wheel,  although  one  Wheel  might  not  always 
be  loaded  to  capacity.  The  idea  was  tested 
and  found  profitable.  Several  organizations 
now  operate  two  Wheels,  some  side  by  side, 
others  putting  a  Wheel  at  each  end  of  the 
lot.  One  Amusement  Man  operates  four 
Wheels  in  line  and  finds  that  the  added  light 
and  attraction  creates  far  more  business  than 
one  Wheel  does. — Euijene  Whitmore,  Editorial 
Staff  Writer  and  Vice-President  the  Dartnell 
Corporation,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


In  reprinting  parts  of  Mr.  Whitmore's 
articles,  we  wish  to  explain  that  we  did  not 
seek  him  to  write  these  stories  for  our  Com- 
pany. He  asked  permission  to  interview  us, 
and  secure  information  for  his  articles.  He 
came  to  Jacksonville  at  his  own  expense  and 
the  articles  written  are  the  result.  No  doubt 
the  inspiration  for  them  came  from  seeing 
the  Duplex  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheels  on  the 
Midway  of  A  Century  of  Progress,  Chicago. 
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The  following  is  quoted  from  a  recent  letter 
written  by  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Owner  who  had 
been  experiencing  difficulty  of  breaking  drive 
cables.  This  owner  says:  "I  found  out  what 
was  breaking  my  cables  all  the  time,  the 
foreman  I  had,  re-roped  the  drive  sheave  in 
my  absence  and  took  large  nails,  cut  the  tops 
off  them,  drove  them  in  the  rope  just  so  far, 
then  filled  it  up  to  running  over  with  pine 
tar.  After  pine  tar  wore  down  all  the  ragged 
edges  of  the  nails  stuck  up  and  cut  the  cable. 
When  I  had  all  the  old  tar  cleaned  off,  trouble 
with  the  cable  came  to  the  surface  as  ex- 
plained." 

Many,  many  Wheel  Operators  insist  that 
the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  drive  sheave  should  carry 
two  layers  of  rope  packing.  In  this  they  are 
mistaken.  The  groove  in  the  drive  sheave 
is  so  made  to  hold  one  layer  of  7/8  inch, 
three  strand  standard  Manila  rope,  doubled. 
If  you  purchase  13  ft.  3  in.  of  this  rope  and 
double  it,  the  strands  of  rope  will  lay  side  by 
side  in  the  drive  sheave  groove,  making  a 
smooth  rope  bed  for  the  cable. 

Do  not  attempt  a  second  layer  of  rope  to 
fill  up  the  flanges  of  the  sheave  wheel.  Many 
Operators  fasten  a  second  layer  of  rope  in 
with  nails,  clinched  on  the  bottom  side.  These 
nails  are  very  hard  on  the  drive  cable  just  as 
experienced  by  the  Wheel  owner  who  wrote  us. 

To  refresh  the  minds  of  you  Wheel  Opera- 
tors on  the  correct  method  of  re-roping  the 
drive  sheave  we  give  you  the  following  in- 
formation. 

Rc-Roping  the  Drive  Sheave 

When  it  becomes  necessary  to  replace  the 
worn  rope  in  BIG  ELI  Drive  Sheave,  it  is 
important  that  it  be  done  right.  To  do  it 
correctly  is  no  more  difficult  than  doing  it 
the  wrong  way  and  it  is  our  purpose  in  this 
article  to  show  you  just  how  to  go  about  re- 
roping  the  drive  sheave  in  a  manner  that  will 
allow  you  to  get  the  best,  longest  service 
from  the  drive  cable. 

First  remove  the  old  rope  from  the  sheave 
groove  and  be  sure  that  it  is  clean  of  all  par- 
ticles of  old  rope  and  pine  tar  before  going 
ahead  with  the  next  step. 

It  is  important  that  you  have  the  right 
length  and  size  of  rope.  13  ft.  2  in.  of  7/8  in. 
three  strand  Standard  Manila  rope  is  required. 
The  tools  you   will   need  are   a  hammer  or 


mallet  and  a  block  of  wood  wide  enough  to 
go  into  the  drive  sheave  groove  without  bind- 
ing. 

Double  the  rope  in  the  middle.  Commence 
with  the  loop  end  and  drive  the  two  ropes 
side  by  side  into  the  groove,  using  the  block 
of  wood  with  the  mallet  or  hammer.  Be  sure 
to  leave  two  or  three  inches  of  the  loop  sticking 
up.  Drive  the  rope  straight  toward  the  center 
of  the  sheave  wheel.  Driving  back  toward 
the  loop  makes  the  rope  too  loose,  while 
away  from  it  makes  the  rope  too  tight.  Drive 
the  rope  all  the  way  around  the  sheave  to 
within  a  few  inches  of  the  end.  Then  bend 
the  loop  down  tight,  cut  off  the  loose  ends 
of  the  rope  about  one-half  inch  short  of  the 
end  of  the  loop. 

Pound  in  the  loose  end  of  the  rope,  finish 
by  pounding  the  loop,  be  sure  to  leave  a 
smooth  joint  where  the  ends  meet  and  see 
that  they  do  not  overlap  and  make  a  hump. 
After  this  has  been  completed  the  sheave  is 
then  ready  to  use  on  the  Wheel. 

If  the  drive  sheave,  idler  sheave  and  cable 
blocks  line  up  properly,  the  cable  will  run 
directly  on  the  rop«  packing  of  the  drive 
sheave  and  cable  blocks  and  go  straight  into 
the  grooves  of  the  idler  sheave. 

See  that  these  three  things  line  up  as 
perfectly  as  you  possibly  can  get  them,  and 
you  can  expect  much  better  and  longer  service 
from  your  BIG  ELI  Drive  Cable. 

The  suggestions  made  to  BIG  ELI  Opera- 
tors on  this  page  come  from  factory  experience 
and  are  exactly  the  methods  used  here.  If 
some  other  Operator  has  taught  you  different- 
ly, then  just  remember  that  his  method  is  one 
of  his  own  design  and  is  incorrect  from  the 
manufacturer's  standpoint.  We  don't  claim  to 
know  all  about  the  riding  device  business  but 
having  been  connected  with  it  for  thirty-five 
years  we  naturally  have  acquired  some  worth 
while  information  that  may  be  profitably 
passed  on  to  BIG  ELI  Operators  who  are 
open  for  suggestions  and  further  education. 
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The  accompanying  picture  shows  two  of  the 
three  24  ft.  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  delivered 
to  Russell  Bros.  Circus  on  July  1  at  Dunkirk, 
New  York. 

The  first  Trailer  carrying  five  40  ft.  center 
poles,  26  quarter  poles,  and  100  side  poles. 
The  second  Trailer  loaded  with  a  new  big  top 
for  the  Circus,  (110  ft.  long  with  50  ft.  middle 
pieces)  delivered  to  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  by 
Baker-Lockwood  Manufacturing  Company 
of  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  The  third  Trailer, 
a  24  ft.  outfit  was  just  being  finished  when 
this  picture  was  taken. 


after  a  bountiful  meal  at  the  Park  Hotel,  as 
guests  of  the  BIG  ELI  Management,  we 
spent  the  evening  on  the  Midway  of  America's 
Model  Shows  where  we  were  extended  every 
courtesy  by  Manager  J.  C.  McCaffery  and 
Assistant  Manager  Denny  Howard. 

Those  attending  were  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Chas. 
Hauser,  Henson  Pontius,  Sylvia  Piper,  J.  F. 
Prewitt,  R.  H.  March,  J.  F.  Smith,  Mr.  & 
Mrs.  Frank  L.  Vannier  and  daughter  Mar- 
jorie,  Charles  Thompson,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Letts 
Reid,  Peggy  Sullivan,  Maurine  and  Hilda 
Roodnouse,  Ben  O.  Roodhouse. 


At  7:00  P.  M.  on  June  29  President  Lee  A. 
Sullivan  with  drivers  J.  F.  Prewitt,  Claude 
Twyford  and  John  Chumley  left  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory,  arriving  in  Dunkirk,  New  York 
at  8:00  A.  M.  Sunday  Morning  July  1.  They 
drove  continuously  from  the  time  of  leaving 
Jacksonville,  stopping  only  for  gas,  oil,  meals, 
and  route  instructions. 

Fifteen  BIG  ELI  Trailer  Units  are  now  a 
part  of  the  transportation  equipment  of 
Russell  Bros.  Circus.  • 


On  Friday  night,  August  3,  eighteen  BIG  ELI 
Employees  and  friends  journeyed  to  the 
Annual  Fish  Fry  at  Beardstown,  Illinois  where 


Well  this  year  business  has  been  so  much 
better  than  during  the  past  two  preceding 
years  that  every  one  seems  to  be  looking 
ahead  to  more  improvement  in  the  year 
1935.  Our  business  has  been  better,  BIG  ELI 
and  Tilt-a-Whirl  owners  [have  favored  us 
with  the  purchase  of  necessary  supplies  and 
parts,  we  have  sold  more  Trailers  and  more 
Wheels  than  several  past  years.  For  all  these 
things  we  are  duly  thankful,  and  express  our 
appreciation  to  you  who  have  bought  equip- 
ment from  us,  helping  to  make  this  volume 
bigger  than  1932  or  1933. 
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A    Money  -  Getting    Riding    Device 

For    Any    Midway 


Tilt-a-Whir!s  took  Two  of  the  Six  Prizes  in  this  year's  Fourth  of  July 
Contest  No.  2,     See  pages  56  and  57. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Selling     Agents 

JACKSONVILLE  ....         ILLINOIS 


CABLE  PRICES  EFFECTIVE  AUGUST  1st,  1934 

Following  Gable  prices  are  quoted,  subject  to  change  without  notice.    Order 

your  requirements  Now. 

No.  6  Baby  ELI  Wheel  Drive  Cable $13  60 

No.  5  or  No.  10  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Drive  Gable 24  30 

No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Drive  Gable 25  75 

No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Drive  Gable 28 .  95 

All  prices  quoted  f.  o.  b.  our  Factory 
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Jacksonville,  Illinois 


Sep(c;^ber-October,  1934 
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OUR  FRONT  COVER 

We  are  pleased  to  place  on  the  cover  of  this 
issue  a  picture  of  Duplex  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  with  the  Bill  H.  Hames  Shows,  Inc. 
State  of  Texas.  This  amusement  company  is 
under  the  management  of  W.  H.  Hames  and 
Theo  Ledel. 

In  July  this  year  we  shipped  them  a  latest 
Model  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  with  full  equip- 
ment and  an  extra  enclosed  model  Power 
Unit  for  their  older  model  Wheel.  Thus  they 
arranged  their  power  to  be  exactly  alike,  the 
two  Wheels  to  run  as  a  Duplex  Unit.  Duplex 
Wheels  started  the  season  at  Waco,  Texas 
beginning  July  15  and  at  the  celebrations  of 
the  Hames  Shows  have  shown  very  nice 
reports,  thus  justifying  the  two  Wheels  on  the 
Midway. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  flashy 
appearance  of  the  frame-work  of  the  two 
Wheels  showing  that  the  older  model  which 
has  operated  on  this  Show  for  the  past  ten 
years  has  had  good  care. 

Reports  from  a  number  of  Duplex  Wheel 
outfits  in  various  parts  of  the  country  show 
that  this  arrangement  justifies  itself  with  con- 
siderable increase  over  the  single  Wheel 
reports.  More  extensive  information  on  this 
is  given  you  in  a  special  article  appearing  on 
pages  76  and  77  of  this  magazine. 


Our  old  friend  C.  E.  (Dad)  Wood  who  was 
formerly  connected  with  the  amusement  busi- 
ness and  is  now  at  the  Magnolia  Hotel  in 
Maud,  Oklahoma  reports  a  recent  visit  with 
J.  J.  Colley,  of  J.  J.  Colley  Shows.  While  the 
Colley  Shows  were  located  in  St.  Louis,  Okla- 
homa Mr.  Colley  drove  over  to  Maud,  taking 
C.  E.  Wood  to  the  Shows  for  several  hours' 
visit.  Dad  Wood  said  it  seemed  like  old  times 
to  get  back  on  a  Midway  again  and  have  a 
visit  with  his  long  time  friend. 


The  Great  Sutton  Shows  are  at  this  writing  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi.  Ride  owner  Henry 
Heyn  reports  fair  business  throughout  the 
season  with  his  seven  car  Tiit-a-Whirl.  He 
is  well  satisfied  with  the  inci.-easing  business 
over  1932  and  '33. 


On  August  24th  a  24  ft.  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer 
was  completed  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Fitzie 
Brown  of  America's  Model  Shows.  He  came  ', 
with  his  Driver  and  Dodge  Truck,  taking  the 
Trailer  to  the  State  Fair  Grounds  at  Spring- 
field where  the  Shows  were  located  that  week. 
Mr.  Brown  is  using  his  Trailer  for  transport- 
ing his  concession  equipment  and  stock  with 
the  Show  mentioned.  The  Truck-Trailer 
outfit  was  painted  brilliant  red,  with  a  special 
hinged  solid  rear  tail  gate  and  should  give  Mr. 
Brown  many  years  of  satisfactory  service  in 
the  outdoor  amusement  business.  We  are 
pleased  to  add  him  to  the  BIG  ELI  Family  of 
Trailer  users. 


Mr.  I.  K.  Wallace  has  booked  hi?  No.  5  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  with  Kaus  United  Shows,  at  this 
time  playing  southern  Fairs  with  the  Company 
in  the  Carolinas.  Mr.  Wallace's  W^heel  is 
duplexed  with  the  one  owned  by  Kaus  Shows 
to  allow  double  Wheels  on  that  Midway  for  the 
celebrations.  We  are  advised  that  business  is 
very  satisfactory. 

While  on  a  trip  several  weeks  ago  President  • 
Lee  A.  Sullivan  saw  the  Rubin  &  Cherry 
Shows  at  Olney,  Illinois,  Seal  Bros.  Circus, 
Sullivan,  Missouri,  West  Bros.  Shows,  Sikes- 
ton,  Missouri,  McClellan  Shows,  Blytheville, 
Arkansas,  Royal  Palm  Shows,  Covington, 
Georgia,  BIG  ELI  Owner  Jesse  Cockrell,  Gray 
Georgia,  BIG  ELI  Owner  Frank  Owens  of  the 
Golden  Gate  Shows,  Smith  Grove,  Kentucky 
and  J.  Harry  Six  Attractions  at  Bardstown, 
Kentucky.  He  also  stopped  to  see  J.  A. 
Montgomery  of  the  Page  Shows  at  Jackson, 
Tennessee,  but  missed  Mr.  Montgomery  by 
just  a  short  time.  Mr.  Sullivan's  schedule 
made  it  necessary  to  travel  on  to  the  next 
location  without  delay. 


Johnny  J.  Jones  Shows  recently  purchased 
the  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  owned  by  Mrs. 
Grant  B.  Smith,  Sister  of  the  late  Johnny  J. 
Jones.  Thus  the  Johnny  Jones  Shows  are 
added  to  the  list  of  Duplex  Wheel  Owners 
during  the  1934  season.  General  Manager 
Walter  A.  White  has  been  considering  adding 
a  second  Wheel  for  a  number  of  weeks  and  a 
recent  purchase  completed  this  transaction 
allowing  the  Jones  Shows  to  have  Duplex  BIG 
ELIS  for  a  number  of  their  Fair  dates. 
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On  another  page  of  this  magazine  we  show  a 
truck-trailer  outfit  of  Central  States  Shows 
loading  their  BIG  ELI  Wheel  at  our  Factory. 
This  amusement  Company  is  under  the 
management  of  W.  M.  Tucker  of  Gary, 
Indiana  and  the  Wheel  began  the  celebration 
season  at  Hoopeston,  Illinois  on  Labor  Day, 
going  from  there  into  the  State  of  Indiana 
where  it  was  operated  several  weeks  at  the 
Fairs  before  going  to  Storage  for  the  winter. 
W.  M.  Tucker  has  recently  been  on  a  motor 
trip  through  the  West  and  will  soon  return  to 
Indiana  to  start  making  plans  for  the  1935 
amusement  season.  Mr.  Tucker  is  very  much 
pleased  with  his  BIG  ELI  Wheel  and  Trailer 
and  is  a  big  booster  for  this  equipment. 


Sol's  Liberty  Shows  completed  their  1934 
season  at  Caruthersville,  Missouri  October 
10th  where  they  went  into  storage  for  the 
winter.  Their  route  this  year  included  States 
of  Illinois,  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  and  Missouri. 

Transportation  equipment  consisted  of  ap- 
proximately 22  truck-trailer  outfits  and  many 
house  cars  and  privately  owned  automobiles. 
The  Official  staff  were  Sam  Solomon,  Manager, 
Wm.  Solomon,  General  Agent,  and  R.  P. Otto, 
Secretary. 

Four  BIG  ELI  Wheels  were  a  part  of  the 
regular  Midway,  being  three  No.  5's  and  a 
BABY  ELI.  A  picture  ot  these  rides  taken  in 
Chippewa  Falls,  Wisconsin  in  late  September 
is  shown  on  page  76  of  this  magazine. 

The  1934  season  was  considered  successful 
and  plans  are  already  under  way  for  the  1935 
season. 


The  Wm.  R.  Snapp  Midway  attractions  after 
playing  several  celebrations  in  the  State  of 
Wisconsin,  moved  into  Louisiana  to  complete 
their  Fair  dates  for  the  1934  season.  Despite 
several  rainy  weeks  the  Wisconsin  dates 
proved  successful.  Manager  Snapp  expects  to 
close  the  season  soon  in  Louisiana. 


BIG  ELI  Owner  L.  J.  Nieberle  of  Florida 
Amusement  Company  has  been  making  satis- 
factory reports  from  that  State.  Mr.  Nieberle 
reports  considerable  rain  but  states  when  the 
weather  is  favorable  business  is  good.  He 
promised  to  get  us  some  pictures  of  his  BIG 
ELI  No.  5,  Tilt-a-Wheel,  and  Mammoth 
Organ  which  we  hope  to  show  in  later  issues 
of  BIG  ELI  NEWS. 


Fred  Rowe's  Model  BIG  ELI 

Here  is  a   picture  of  a   tiny  model    BIG    ELI 
Wheel.    It  was  built  by  14  year  old  Fred  Roe 
who  is  the  son  of  former  BIG  ELI  Operator 
John  B.  Roe  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
In  sending  this  picture  Fred  wrote: 
"Here  is  another  letter  from  a  BIG   ELI 
Creator.     You  will  find  enclosed  a  picture  of 
my  Wheel.    Looking  through  BIG  ELI  NEWS 
you  send  us,  gave  me  the  inspiration.     The 
spokes  of  the  Wheel  were  made  from  an  old 
parasol.    The  seats,  towers,  wheels,  etc.  were 
made  from  an  orange  box.    Also  note  I  have 
made  a  ticket  box  and  power  unit.    The  wheel 
is  34  inches  high  and  was  patterned  after  the 
No.  16  Wheel  which  my  Father  operated. 
Yours  sincerely, 
Frederick  Roe. 
Our  readers  will  agree  Fred  has  a  neat  model 
and  a  real  outfit  to  be  built  by  a  14  year  old 
boy.    Some  day  he  may  follow  in  his  Father's 
footsteps   and    become   an   experienced    BIG 
ELI  Wheel  Operator  or  even  a  Wheel  Owner. 
Who  knows? 


Mr.  Wm.  Hoffner,  Manager  Hoflfner  Amuse- 
ment Company  reports  the  closing  of  the  1934 
season  at  Bushnell  October  12,  and  the  storage 
of  his  amusement  equipment  at  his  home  in 
Elmwood,  Illinois.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffner 
will  be  at  home  in  Elmwood,  Illinois  for  the 
winter  making  plans  for  next  year.  They 
state  their  business  for  this  year  showed  an 
improvement  over  1933  and  they  are  looking 
for  better  times  in  '35. 
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Hennies  Brothers'  Shows  in   Keokuk,  Iowa 


A  few  weeks  ago,  President  Lee  A.  Sullivan 
and  Sales  Manager  Ben  O.  Roodhouse  drove 
to  Keokuk,  Iowa  and  spent  several  hours  on 
the  Midway  of  Hennies  Bros.  Shows.  We  were 
interested  in  looking  over  this  new  Show, 
noticing  the  well  lighted  rides,  shows  and  nice 
line  up  of  concessions. 

The  accompanying  picture  of  the  Hennies 
Bros.  Midway  was  taken  at  Yorkton,  Canada 
in  July  this  year. 

Noble  C.  &  v'^iola  Fairly  have  their  Chair- 
plane,  Tilt-a-Whirl  and  BIG  ELI  No.  5  with 
the  Hennies  Shows  this  year  and  Mr.  Fairly 
is  connected  with  the  Office  in  a  Managerial 
capacity.  Harry  and  Orville  Hennies  are  the 
owners  and  Col.  Dan  MacGugin  who  has  had 
years  of  experience  at  this  position  is  Secretary 
in  charge  of  the  Office. 

The  night  we  were  on  the  Midway,  a  good 
crowd  was  in  attendance  with  the  Show  laid 
out  up  and  down  the  main  Streets  of  Keokuk 
for  several  blocks. 

Hennies  Bros.  Shows  are  now  operating  in 
Texas. 


Hughey  Bros.  Shows  closed  the  1934  season  at 
Forrest,  Illinois  and  went  to  storage  at  that 
place  near  where  they  plan  to  open  the  1935 
amusement  season  sometime  in  May  next 
year. 

Manager  Robert  Hughey  is  considering 
several  propositions  for  the  winter  and  has 
not  yet  fully  decided  just  where  he  will  be 
located  during  the  next  several  months.  In 
the  meantime,  he  and  Mrs.  Hughey  ure  taking 
a  well  deserved  rest  in  Chicago. 


Frank  Burke  of  Burke  Amusement  Company 
wrote  us  that  while  located  in  Cortez,  Colorado 
recently  that  Mrs.  Madge  Ferris  Bergh  of  that 
City  advised  it  was  ner  great  grandiather  G. 
W.  G.  Ferris  who  designed  the  big  wheel  for 
the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  held  in 
Chicago  in  1893. 

This  lady  states  she  never  sees  a  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  but  that  she  is  reminded  of  that  mam- 
moth wheel  and  her  family  connection  with  it. 


Mr.  T.  P.  Giflford  of  Grundy  Center,  Iowa 
wrote  us  recently.  "We  closed  our  season  at 
Iowa  Falls,  Iowa,  October  4  and  are  now  in  ' 
Winter  Quarters  at  Grundy  Center,  Iowa. 
We  had  a  very  good  season.  We  bought  a 
new  house  trailer,  it  is  very  attractive  and 
one  of  the  finest  on  the  road.  We  expect  to 
leave  in  about  three  weeks  for  Hot  Springs, 
Arkansas  where  we  will  spend  the  winter 
months  in  our  new  Trailer,  but  will  be  back  in 
Grundy  Center  in  the  early  spring  to  start 
work  on  the  equipment. 

Very  truly  yours, 

T.  P.  Gifford." 

Sunset  Amusement  Company,  Mr.  K.  Gar- 
man,  Manager  closed  the  Season  September 
29  at  Chandlerville,  Illinois  and  went  to 
Winter  Quarters  at  Keokuk,  Iowa.  The  last 
few  weeks  of  the  season  for  the  Sunset  Com- 
pany were  unfavorable,  due  to  rainy  condi- 
tions, but  they  are  in  good  territory  for  the 
beginning  of  the  1935  season  which  should 
show  improvement  with  better  general  condi- 
tions and  more  seasonable  weather. 
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Roy  Gray's  No.  5  Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels 


This  issue  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS  has  rather  taken 
on  the  appearance  of  being  dedicated  to 
Duplex  Wheel  propositions  with  the  Duplex 
Wheel  picture  on  the  front  cover,  3-in-line 
picture  on  page  76  and  this  picture  of  Roy 
Gray's  Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels  which  he 
recently  sent  us  from  the  Rusk  County  Fair 
at  Henderson  Texas. 

Roy  Gray  has  owned  two  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  for  several  years  but  they  have  not 
been  duplexed  continuously.  However,  at  all 
of  the  fall  celebrations  of  the  Big  State  Shows 
duplex  Wheels  have  been  in  operation  and  have 
proven  satisfactory  money  earners.  Mr.  Gray 
sends  us  some  other  pictures  taken  on  his 
Midway  and  space  may  permit  their  ap- 
pearance in  later  issues  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS. 


The  Cunningham  Shows  closed  their  season 
and  have  gone  to  storage  at  home  in  New 
Matamoras,  Ohio.  Mrs.  John  Cunningham, 
Secretary  reports  a  fair  season  at  the  still 
dates  and  celebrations  of  1934. 


Byers  Bros.  Shows,  with  BIG  ELI  No.  5, 
Tilt-a-Whirl  and  Merry-go-round,  have  oper- 
ated in  the  States  of  Iowa,  Missouri,  and 
northern  Arkansas  this  season.  While  they 
went  through  the  drouth  belt  of  southern 
Iowa  and  Northern  Missouri  they  did  have  a 
number  of  weeks  of  good  business.  Manager 
Carl  Byers  expects  to  close  the  season  in 
northern  Arkansas  in  the  next  few  weeks. 


The  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  owned  by  Leo  and 
Mrs.  Mae  Bortz  of  the  Bortz  Midway  Shows 
was  in  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  for  complete 
rebuilding  several  weeks  ago.  Since  that  time 
the  Wheel  has  successfully  operated  in 
southern  Missouri  and  Manager  Bortz  reports 
they  expect  to  winter  in  or  near  St.  Louis. 


In  a  report  from  Manager  M.  A.  Srader  he 
tells  us  the  Anderson-Srader  Shows  closed  the 
1934  Amusement  Season  at  Schuyler,  Neb- 
raska on  September  29  and  stored  there  for 
the  winter.  Mr.  Srader  is  back  home  at 
Concordia,  Kansas.  The  Anderson-Srader 
Shows  will  take  the  road  for  1935,  opening 
near  Schuyler,  Nebraska  for  their  usual  cele- 
bration season  in  that  territory. 
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Charles  Lynn   Weiseman 

This  picture  is  of  a  real  young  amusement 
man,  Charles  Lynn  Weiseman,  son  of  Clarence 
N.  Weiseman  and  grandson  of  W.  L.  Weise- 
man, Proprietors  Georgia  Attractions  operat- 
ing in  southern  States.  The  baby  was  born 
on  the  Show  last  December  and  at  the  time 
this  picture  was  taken  was  seven  months  old. 
He  first  rode  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  when  one 
month  old  and  seemed  to  enjoy  it. 

Charles  Lynn  Weiseman  has  the  proper 
background  for  a  real  amusement  trouper  and 
some  day  may  be  the  Operator  or  the  owner 
of  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  His  Grandfather,  W.  L. 
Weiseman  came  to  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  with 
his  trucks  and  took  their  BIG  ELI  No.  5  to 
Georgia  last  November.  Since  that  time  they 
have  successfully  operated  in  the  States  of 
Georgia  and  the  Carolinas. 


Mr.  C.  Barthel's  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  is 
booked  with  Gruberg's  World  Exposition 
Shows  who  have  operated  through  the  East 
and  are  now  in  North  Carolina  territory. 


We  have  just  received  a  fine  photograph  of 
Mr.  O.  C.  Buck's  Duplex  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheels.  Space  does  not  permit  using  the 
picture  in  this  issue  but  it  will  appear  in  the 
News  for  Nov. -Dec.  It  comes  to  us  with  the 
Compliments  of  Mr.  E.  .J.  Kelty,  Official 
Amusement  Photographer  of  New  York. 
Mr.  Kelty  makes  a  specialty  of  Photographs 
of  Circuses,  Carnivals  and  other  Departments 
of  the  Amusement  business.  We  appreciate 
his  sending  us  this  Photograph. 


CAPT.  C.  E.  PEARSON 

1883-1934 

Claude  E.  Pearson,  Owner  and  Manager  of 
the  Shows  bearing  his  name  passed  away  at 
his  home  in  Ramsey,  Illinois  September  2, 
1934.  Mr.  Pearson  had  been  seriously  ill  for 
many  months  and  became  critically  ill  several 
weeks  prior  to  his  death. 

C.  E.  Pearson  was  born  near  Fairbury, 
Illinois  June  15,  1883.  When  a  young  man  he 
became  a  Telegraph  Operator  for  the  Wabash 
and  Rock  Island  Railroads  and  continued  in 
this  capacity  for  a  number  of  years.  Later  he 
entered  the  amusement  business,  making 
balloon  ascensions  and  handling  free  acts.  His 
venture  into  the  carnival  business  began  in 
1919  and  he  had  continuously  conducted  the 
C.  E.  Pearson  Shows  since  that  time  to  the 
date  of  his  death. 

He  leaves  to  mourn  his  loss  his  wife  Anna 
Jane  Pearson,  two  children  by  a  former 
marriage,  Veldon  E.  Pearson  of  Charleston, 
S.  C.  and  Mrs.  Mack  H.  Frailey  of  Ramsey; 
two  brothers,  Freeman  F.  Pearson  of  Chicago, 
and  Grover  Pearson  of  Fort  Collins,  Colorado: 
one  Sister,  Mrs.  Frank  Kreig  of  Chicago  and 
two  granddaughters,  children  of  Veldon  E. 
Pearson. 

Many  connected  with  the  amusement  busi- 
ness regretted  to  learn  of  the  passing  of  their 
long  time  friend  "Cap"  Pearson  as  he  was 
commonly  known  in  the  amusement  business. 

Final  services  for  Mr.  Pearson  were  held  at 
the  M.  E.  Church  at  Ramsey,  September  4 
and  interment  was  made  in  Ramsey  Cemetery 
with  ritual  services  at  the  grave  in  charge  of 
Ramsey  Lodge  No.  405  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
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W.     E.     SULLIVAN 


1861  -  1 932 


As  this  is  written  memory  tells  us  it  was 
just  two  years  ago  this  morning  that  W. 
E.  Sullivan  passed  into  the  spiritual  life, 
to  that  house  not  made  with  hands, 
eternal  in  the  heavens. 

We  can  do  no  better  in  this  memorial 
than  to  re-print  statements  by  some  of 
Mr.  Sullivan's  close  associates  who  knew 
many  of  the  thoughts  and  acts  of  his 
inner  life. 

"He  was  so  wonderful  a  man  that  it 
doesn't  seem  possible  that  death  could 
ever  take  him.  But  as  we  followers  of 
Christ  see  things,  death  is  but  an  incident 
in  life,  just  one  of  its  great  adventures. 
He  is  gone,  it  is  true  but  he  has  just 
turned  the  corner  on  the  great  Highway 
of  the  Soul."— Rev.  W.  W.  Wharton,  San 
Antonio,  Texas. 

"He  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  first 
citizens  of  Jacksonville  and  was  respected 
and  loved  by  all  who  knew  him.  The 
life  he  has  lived  in  this  community  has 
cast  an  unconscious  influence  that  has 
been  helpful  from  every  viewpoint.  He 
was  endowed  with  a  splendid  mind,  a 
great  soul  and  a  loving  disposition;  liv- 
ing on  a  plane  that  drew  all  who  came  in 
contact  with  him  upward." — the  late  J. 
J.  Reeve,  former  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
Jacksonville. 

"His  was  a  genial  spirit.  A  ready  smile  and  a  warm  handclasp  united  in  his  greet- 
ing. He  was  never  too  busy  to  lend  his  ear  to  the  problems  of  his  friends,  never  so 
Dccupied  with  his  own  thoughts  and  affairs  that  he  failed  to  lend  encouragement  and 
:ommendation  to  others  in  their  worthy  endeavors." — J.  H.  Dial,  Secretary  Jackson- 
ville Rotary  Club. 

)      In  closing  we  present  a  little  poem  which  W.  E.  Sullivan  had  cherished  and  kept 
lor  a  long  time,  being  presented  to  him  by  a  friend  of  50  years,  C.  E.  Wood. 

I  am  glad  for  the  music  and  laughter 

That  was  mine  for  a  sweet,  glad  while; 
I  am  glad  for  the  joyous  presence, 

And  the  golden  glint  of  a  smile 
I  am  glad  for  the  tender  clasping 

Of  the  hands  of  the  friends  who  are  true, 
But — most  of  all  I  am  thankful 

That  I  have  had  a  friend  like  YOU! 

Published  by  BIG  ELI  Employees  in  loving  memory  of  W.  E.  Sullivan,  October 
5,  1934. 
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the  name.  BIG  ELI  is  our  registered  trade 
mark,  hence,  BIG  ELI  NEWS  is  protected 
by  the  use  of  the  words  BIG  ELI.  The 
magazine,  supporting  clean  amusements,  pub- 
lished in  the  interest  of  ELI  BRIDGE 
COMPANY,  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  U.  S.  A. 
Builders   of   the    Famous    BIG    ELI    Wheel. 
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BEN.  O.  ROODHOUSE Sales  Manager 


EDITORIAL 

A  number  of  weeks  ago  we  visited  a  Midway 
on  Monday  night,  enjoying  several  hours' 
stay  with  friends  and  were  pleased  with  the 
lay-out  of  nice  attractions  consisting  of 
beautifully  lighted  shows  with  panel  fronts 
and  nicely  lighted  riding  devices. 

For  opening  night  there  was  a  good  at- 
tendance on  the  Midway  and  the  week 
promised  to  be  a  good  one  for  all  attractions. 
With  most  of  the  crowd  disbursed  by  the 
lateness  of  the  hour,  a  rain  started  about  11 :00 
p.m.  and  continued  most  of  the  night.  We 
were  informed  the  remainder  of  the  week  was 
very  rainy  and  the  date  proved  to  be  a  losing 
spot  in  spite  of  the  desire  of  the  local  people 
for  amusement  attractions. 

So  the  record  of  that  week  on  the  books  of 
the  management  could  be  recorded  with  the 
words  "too  much  rain." 

It  has  been  wisely  said  that  we  can't  control 
the  weather  and  accordingly  should  make  the 
best  of  it.  However,  it  is  a  regrettable  circum- 
stance with  all  other  conditions  being  favor- 
able that  weather  should  so  materially  inter- 
fere during  a  full  week's  work.  However,  this 
is  very  common  during  the  fall  celebrations  in 
middle  or  late  September. 

Conditions  in  many  localities  have  proven 


so  much  better  than  last  year  or  year  before 
that  when  weather  conditions  permitted,  busi- 
ness has  been  far  ahead  of  the  previous  years. 
The  note  of  encouragement  in  this  lies  in  the 
fact  that  another  year  with  normal  season's 
conditions  consisting  of  seasonable  weather 
throughout  the  summer  and  fall  should  bring 
you  a  bigger  increase  in  business  than  was 
noted  this  year. 

Many  of  our  customers  report  a  feeling  of 
greater  confidence,  more  willingness  to  spend 
and  a  somewhat  more  plentiful  supply  of 
spending  money  in  the  control  of  folks  who 
patronize  outdoor  amusfcments. 

So  we  may  all  take  heart  in  the  fact  that 
with  only  slight  additional  improvement  in 
general  business  conditions  during  coming 
months,  we  can  expect  greater  amusement 
attendance  and  larger  buying  power  from  our 
patrons,  than  this  year  or  last  year. 

We  noted  this  year  a  lack  of  those  excep- 
tional big  weeks  that  were  reported  during 
prosperous  times;  quite  a  few  of  our  customers 
have  reported  consistent  profitable  weeks  of 
steady  income  and  all  of  that  IS  a  healthy 
sign. 

A  northern  State  BIG  ELI  customer 
reports: — 

"Present  indications  are  that  we  will  wind 
up  in  better  shape  than  we  ever  have.  Expect 
to  be  able  to  give  you  a  report  of  our  ride 
receipts  for  the  season  with  our  next  letter, 
and  believe  report  will  show  1934  to  be  our 
best  Ride  Season  by  far." 

Let  us  hope  that  1935  Season  and  year  will 
lead  to  bigger  and  better  general  conditions; 
if  that  be  true  then  this  amusement  business 
which  in  one  form  or  another  is  as  old  as  time, 
will  go  on  to  greater  achievements. 

Where  is  that  amusement  man  who  told  us 
about  3  years  ago  that  carnivals,  riding 
devices  and  other  outdoor  amusements  were 
passe,  all  done  and  gone  forever? 


ARE  YOU  A  STAYER  OR  A  MOVING 
OPERATOR?  You  may  be  offered  a  little 
more  money  somewhere  else  and  that  is  tem- 
porarily tempting,  but  in  the  long  run  you 
will  be  better  ofif  by  staying  in  one  location 
and  proving  you  can  make  good. 

To  be  worthy  of  the  name,  "RELIABLE 
OPERATOR"  means  more  than  just  knowing 
how  to  handle  or  care  for  riding  device 
equipment.    Think  it  over. 


October 


Bis  Eli  News 


73 


When   Plannins   For  1935 
Consider  Truck-Trailer  Transportation 


Many  Amusement  Men  (Circus,  Carnival  and  Independent  Ride  Owners)  are  trans-.  . 
porting  their  equipment: 

QUICKLY 

ECONOMICALLY 

SAFELY 

with  Trucks  and  BIG  ELI  SEMI-TRAILERS. 

Let  us  tell  you  about  our  Standard  Semi-Trailers.     Like  BIG  ELI  WHEELS,  they  are 
built  for  many  years  of  continuous  service. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

BUILDERS 
JACKSONVILLE ILLINOIS 
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Russell   Brothers'   Motorized  Circus 


That  the  truck-trailer  method  of  moving 
circus  and  carnival  equipment  is  growing 
steadily  has  been  proven  by  the  number  of 
those  interested  in  this  equipment  and  the 
fact  that  this  has  been  a  good  year  for  trailer 
builders  and  truck  salesmen. 

We  started  building  BIG  ELI  Trailers  for 
the  market  in  1932  and  our  Trailer  business 
has  steadily  grown,  this  being  our  best  year 
and  an  added  number  of  amusement  men  are 
considering  using  this  method  of  transporta- 
tion for  the  future. 

Those  now  using  truck-trailer  equipment 
fully  realize  the  necessity  of  standardized 
reliable  power  and  good  Trailers  that  will 
carry  real  loads.  To  do  this  Trailers  must  have 
heavy  duty  axles,  tires  with  sufficient  capa- 
city and  sure  action,  reliable  brakes. 

The  picture  accompanying  this  article  is  a 
panorama  view  of  Russell  Bros.  Circus  motor- 
ized equipment  as  they  left  winter  quarters  at 
Rolla,  Missouri  this  spring.  Trailers  No.  64 
and  72  are  standard  24  foot  BIG  ELIS.  No. 
36  and  44  are  special  round  front  end  Trailers 
built  in  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  last  winter,  the 
latter  being  a  complete  kitchen  trailer  for  this 
Circus.  Then  No.  54  is  the  BIG  ELI  Elephant 
Trailer  built  for  the  Russell  organization 
last  fall. 


Since  this  picture  was  taken  three  additional 
BIG  ELI  Trailers  have  been  delivered  to  the 
Russell  Circus,  one  24  foot  outfit  for  trans- 
porting tent  poles,  the  other  two  are  standard 
BIG  ELI  Trailers  with  solid  sides  for  carrying 
seat  equipment.  A  picture  showing  two  of 
these  three  Trailers  is  shown  on  page  73  of  this 
issue  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS.  They  were  delivered 
in  July  1934. 

Other  Trailers  on  this  Circus  were  equipped 
by  our  Company  with  Timken  Tubular  Axles, 
Budd  Wheels,  Firestone  Tires,  and  Genuine 
B-K  two-line  vacuum  air  brakes. 

It  was  recently  our  privilege  to  see  some  of 
our  first  BIG  ELI  Trailers,  (built  early  in  1932) 
now  completing  their  third  season  of  steady 
service.  The  remarkable  fine  condition  of 
these  Trailers  was  a  source  of  satisfaction  to 
us,  indicating  the  construction  and  durability 
of  these  outfits  is  meeting  the  requirements  of 
their  users. 

In  a  few  days  we  expect  to  complete  the 
equipment  of  three  Trailers  for  Sol's  Liberty 
Shows  with  new  Timken  Axles,  Budd  Wheels 
and  B-K  Brakes.  These  Trailers  were  formerly 
equipped  with  solid  square  axles  and  no 
brakes. 


CONDENSED   SPECIFICATIONS   FOR   STANDARD   BIG   ELI   SEMI-TRAILERS 
Axle     4-inch  Timken  Tubular  with  Timken  Std.  Roller  Bearings. 
Wheels — Budd  heavy  duty,  dual. 
Tires — Firestone,  balloons  or  high  pressure. 
Springs — 13  leaf  Silico  Manganese  steel. 
Brakes     B-K,  2-line  vacuum  air  booster  system. 
Trailer  capacity: — Nominal  6  tons  (overload  built  in). 
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Showins   Rolling  Stock  at  Begiunins  oF  1934  Season 


When  considering  Trailer  equipment  be  sure 
:o  get  structures  of  sufficient  strength  to 
:;arry  your  required  load;  enough  loading 
space  to  handle  your  equipment  safely;  and 
ibove  all,  rated  capacity  axles  with  roller 
oearings,  standard  wheels,  adequate  tires  and 
positive  action  power  brakes.  BIG  ELI 
Trailers  have  all  these  and  will  give  you  many 
years  of  satisfactory  service. 


Let  us  tell  you  more  about  these  outfits  for 
handling  your  amusement  equipment  safely, 
quickly,  economically  in  1935  and  future  years. 

Yours  for  reliable  transportation  equipment. 


'cJx^ 
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Sales  Manager. 


BIG  ELI  Trailers  are  transporting  many  Amusement  outfits  (both  Circuses  and 
Carnivals)  safely^  quickly^  economically— What  they  do  for  others,  they  will 
do  for  you.  35  years  of  Amusement  Manufacturing  Experience  is  built  into 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers. 


Present  Prices  of   BIG    ELI  Wheel  Drive  Cables 


No.  6  BABY  ELI  WHEEL  Drive  Cable $13.60 

No.  5  or  No.  10  BIG  ELI  WHEEL  Drive  Cable 24.30 

No.  12  BIG  ELI  WHEEL  Drive  Cable 25.75 

No.  16  BIG  ELI  WHEEL  Drive  Cable 28.95 


All  prices  quoted  f.o.b.  our  Factory.      Shipments  made  promptly. 
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DUPLEX  BIG  ELI  WHEELS 


Sol's  Liberty  Shows,  3   in   Line   No.   5s,  and  Baby   EL!   Wheel 


Much  has  been  said  in  past  issues  of  BIG  ELI 
NEWS  regarding  the  use  of  more  than  one  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  on  a  Midway. 

Royal  American  Shows  inaugurated  the 
permanent  Duplex  Wheel  arrangement  in 
1928.  It  was  recognized  by  a  number  of 
amusement  men  as  a  step  ahead  for  flashy 
riding  devices  on  the  Midway.  In  1929  we 
sold  several  additional  Wheels  for  forming 
duplex  ride  arrangements.  United  Shows  of 
America,  (then  the  Morris  and  Castle  Shows) 
carried  two  Wheels  being  Deluxe  No.  5's 
splendidly  lighted,  all  white  enamel  seats  with 
special  gold  leaf  decorations.  Roy  Gray  added 
another  No.  5  Wheel  to  his  equipment  and  at 
the  celebrations  began  Duplex  Wheel  ar- 
rangement in  Texas.  Capt.  David  Latlip, 
Charleston,  West  Virginia  added  another 
Wheel  and  used  these  through  eastern  terri- 
tory beginning  that  year. 

Then  the  depression  hit  us  and  the  Duplex 
Wheel  proposition  was  forgotten  temporarily, 
until  1933  beginning  their  celebration  dates 
the  Royal  American  Shows  again  pioneered  by 
adding  two  more  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheels  and 
using  four-in-line  Wheels  at  the  back  of  their 
Midway.  This  proved  profitable  and  was  a 
real  flash  attraction  at  their  Big  Fairs. 

The  same  year  several  other  Shows  were 
using  Duplex  Wheels  including  Sol's  Liberty, 
J.  W.  Conklin,  Big  State,  and  as  already 
mentioned,  United  Shows  of  America. 

This  year  the  Sol's  Liberty  Shows  carried 
three-in-line  No.  5  Wheels  and  a  BABY  ELI 


on  their  Midway  as  shown  in  the  accompany- 
ing picture.  However,  only  a  part  of  the  time 
did  they  operate  these  No.  5  Wheels  together, 
most  of  the  season  separating  them  on  the 
Midway,  front,  middle,  and  back.  It  has 
been  conclusively  proven  however,  that  the 
Wheels  altogether  plan,  using  the  rides  side 
by  side  is  the  more  profitable  method. 

In  addition  to  those  already  mentioned  here 
are  some  of  the  other  Shows  now  using  Duplex 
Wheels: 

Rubin  &  Cherry  Exposition,  Duplex  No.  5. 

America's  Model  Shows,  Duplex  No.  12. 

B  &  B  Shows,  Duplex  No.  5. 

Johnny  J.  Jones  Shows,  Duplex  No.  5. 

Kaus  United  Shows,  Duplex  No.  5 

Bill  H.  Hames  Shows,  Duplex  No.  5. 

Happyland  Shows,  Duplex  No.  5. 

Beckmann  &  Gerety  Shows  are  operating 
a  No.  5  and  No.  16  Wheel  not  as  Duplex 
attractions  but  both  on  the  same  Midway. 
They  use  a  largest  size  BIG  ELI  Wheel  and 
one  of  the  standard  models  which  they  say 
work  out  very  nicely  for  them. 

Elsewhere  in  this  magazine  we  show  a 
picture  of  the  Big  State  Shows  Duplex  Wheels 
and  also  a  reproduction  of  Bill  H.  Hames 
Shows  double  Wheels  in  the  State  of  Texas. 

Just  a  few  comparative  reports  on  single 
Wheels  last  year  and  Duplex  Wheels  the  same 
week  on  the  same  Midway  this  year. 

These  are  Eastern  and  Southern  Celebra- 
tions as  follows: 
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Amount 
Single  Wheel  Duplex  Wheels  of  Increase 

Sept.  12  to  16,  1933 $227.80         Sept.  11  to  15,  1934  $417.90  $190.10 

Sept.  25  to  30,  1933 157.15         Sept.  24  to  29,  1934 393.50  236.35 

Oct.  2  to  7,  1933 203.35         Oct.  1  to  6,  1934 479.90  276.55 

And  now  a  comparative  report  on  season's  owner  of  these  Wheels  advises  he  is  satisfied 

gross  receipts  in  northern  territory.  more  than  $1500  can  be  safely  credited  to  the 

193o  report  was  on  a  single  No.  5  BIG  ELI  second  Wheel  for  this  year,  and  that  arrange- 

Wheel   and    1934   on    Duplex   No.    5    Wheels  ment  makes  it  a  paying  proposition, 
throughout  the  season.  More  Midways  will  have  Duplex  BIG  ELI 

Gross  receipts,  1933 $4585.40  Wheels  in  1935  and  this  arrangement  promises 

Gross  receipts,  1934 7802.70  to   be   a   permanent   attraction   required   by 

Increase  for  1934 3217.30  celebration  committees  throughout  the  coun- 

Not  all  of  this  business  of  course  can  be  try.     Let  us  tell  you  how  easy  it  is  to  add 

credited  to  the  double  Wheels  as  conditions  another    BIG    ELI    Wheel    to    your    present 

have  been  somewhat  better  this  year,  but  the  equipment. 

Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels  were  among  the  leading  Money  Getting  Riding 
Devices  of  1934.     Will  your  Midway  include  Duplex  Wheels  for  1935  ? 


TO    ''NEWS''    READERS 


If  you  find  a  Pink  Self  Addressed  Postal  Card  as  you  open  your  copy  of  BIG 
ELI  NEWS  this  month,  it  means  renewal  time  is  here.  Write  your  full  name 
and  present  address,  stamp  and  mail  the  card,  TODAY. 

While  no  charge  is  made  for  mailing  you  the  magazine,  we  do  check  our 
mailing  list  regularly — desiring  to  know  if  you  are  interested  in  receiving 
BIG  ELI  NEWS  for  the  future.  By  sending  the  Pink  Card  containing  your 
name  and  address,  you  will  be  saying    "Keep  on  sending  it." 

If  no  pink  card  is  sent  with  this  issue — it  means  your  subscription  has  NOT 
EXPIRED— and  no  action  on  your  part  is  necessary. 


78 


Big  Eli  News 

THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 


September 


Operator  Louis  Sauriol 

The  picture  of  Operator  Louis  Sauriol  was 
sent  us  by  BIG  ELI  Owner  John  C.  Lemoine 
of  Woonsocket,  Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Lemoine 
wrote  on  the  back  of  the  picture,  "Louis 
Sauriol,  SIX  YEARS  WITH  ME."  That 
statement  is  a  real  recommendation  showing 
that  this  BIG  ELI  Operator  had  for  a  long 
period  of  time  given  satisfactory  service. 
That's  the  only  way  to  work,  to  let  ride 
owners  know  of  your  ability  and  your  desire 
to  stick  with  one  job  as  long  as  everything  is 
satisfactorily  arranged  between  owner  and 
operator. 


Are  you  located  for  a  period  of  years,  or  do 
you  'hop-scotch'  from  one  ride  to  another? 
One  man  we  know  (and  he  has  had  years  of 
experience   too)    has    been    in    at   least   four 


different  positions  this  summer.  At  the  last 
report  we  had  from  him  he  was  back  in  the 
same  place  working  for  the  same  man  with- 
whom  he  started  early  in  the  year.  He  calls 
himself,  "A  Traveling  Operator."  To  us  that 
is  the  poorest  recommendation  in  the  world, 
it  means  "this  man  knows  his  business  but 
can't  stay  put." 

Following  is  the  kind  of  recommendation 
we  like  to  get  from  a  Wheel  owner.  It  speaks 
well  for  the  Operator's  ability  and  determina- 
tion to  make  good: 

"It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  recommend 
Mr.  Smith  on  any  portable  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 
HE  HAS  BEEN  WITH  ME  THE  PAST 
THREE  SEASONS  AND  I  HAVE  NEVER 
HAD  ANY  TROUBLE  WITH  HIM.  He  is 
an  A-1  man  in  erecting  and  tearing  down,  does 
not  drink  and  conducts  himself  as  a  gentle- 
man at  all  times.  It  would  be  a  pleasure  if 
more  of  his  kind  were  in  the  business. 
Very  truly  yours, 
John  B.  Daverin" 

One  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Operator,  who  is  very 
capable  of  handling  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  hired 
to  a  Wheel  owner  the  past  spring  for  the 
season  of  1934  at  a  stipulated  weekly  salary 
and  a  percentage  of  the  gross  receipts,  the 
latter  to  be  paid  at  the  close  of  the  season 
providing  the  Operator  stayed  THROUGH 
THE  SEASON. 

In  Mid-season  this  Operator  demanded  a 
salary  raise.  He  was  referred  to  the  original 
agreement  made  when  he  was  hired.  How- 
ever, because  he  was  offered  more  money 
somewhere  else  he  did  not  keep  his  word,  but 
left  his  position  to  join  another  Wheel  owner. 


We  wrote  this  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Operator 
asking  for  an  explanation,  he  gave  us  his 
answer  which  was  only  partly  satisfactory 
and  in  writing  him  back  on  the  subject  we 
said  in  part: 

"You  will  never  gain  anything  by  traveling 
from  one  location  to  another.  When  you  hire 
to  some  one  for  a  definite  period  of  time  fulfill 
your  agreement  by  all  means.  Men  who  make 
good  in  this  life  stay  on  one  job  longer  than  a 
few  weeks  or  a  few  months.  Take  a  tip,  get 
settled  in  a  steady  position  and  stay  there. 
This  is  sound  advice." 


October 


Big  Eli  News 

NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 


79 


The  personnel  of  Sol's  Liberty  Shows  paid  us 
a  visit  Monday  night  October  1st  when  the 
truck-trailers  and  house  cars  of  this  organiza- 
tion spent  the  night  in  Jacksonville  while 
enroute  from  Chippewa  Falls,  Wisconsin  to 
Fulton,  Missouri.  Completing  their  engage- 
ment in  Chippewa  Falls  on  Saturday  Septem- 
ber 29,  they  moved  to  Beloit,  Wisconsin  for 
Sunday  night,  Jacksonville  Monday  night 
and  reached  Fulton  Tuesday,  beginning  their 
engagement  there  on  Wednesday  October  3. 

Among  those  who  visited  with  us  was  W.  K. 
(Billy)  Davison,  L.  Whitman,  Ray  Davison, 
H.  J.  Talley,  Bill  Talley,  Mrs.  B.  B.  Brundage, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  P.  Otto,  Tom  Berry,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Solomon. 


and  was  completed  the  26th,  a  total  of  2500 
miles.  During  this  time  he  covered  southern 
Illinois,  parts  of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Ten- 
nessee, Georgia  and  Kentucky. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hal  Graham  and  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Pearson  were  visitors  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
several  hours  Monday  October  8.  Hal  and 
Mrs.  Graham  had  stopped  for  a  little  visit 
with  Mrs.  Pearson  while  enroute  south  to 
their  Winter  Home  in  Meridian,  Mississippi. 
They  took  this  opportunity  of  paying  us  a 
visit.  Hal  reports  a  successful  summer  with 
his  specialty  selling  in  the  States  of  Illinois 
and  Indiana  with  a  short  trip  into  Michigan 
during  the  summer. 


Central  States  Shows'   BIG   ELI  Semi-Trailer  and  No.   5   BIG   ELI   Wheel   leaving  the  Factory 


The  picture  shown  on  this  page  includes  the 
truck  and  BIG  ELI  24  foot  Trailer  of  Central 
States  Shows  at  the  south  door  of  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory  where  a  No.  5  BIG  ELI  is  being 
loaded  and  taken  to  Indiana  for  operating  at 
the  tall  fairs  this  year. 

The  Wheel  had  several  weeks'  work;  BIG 
ELI  Trailer  giving  satisfactory  service,  trans- 
porting the  equipment  of  the  Central  States 
Shows  in  the  central  west. 

President  Lee  A.  Sullivan  has  been  making 
extensive  travel  trips  through  the  country 
this  summer  meeting  a  number  of  BIG  ELI 
customers.     His  last  one  began  September  18 


BIG  ELI  Employee  Wm.  Lipsmire  who  was 
seriously  injured  in  an  automobile  accident  a 
number  of  weeks  ago  is  now  receiving  treat- 
ment at  the  Government  Hospital,  Jefferson 
Barracks,  Missouri.  While  Bill  is  destined  to 
be  in  the  Hospital  a  number  of  months  he  is 
gradually  showing  slight  improvement. 


Machinist,  William  Rees  of  Roodhouse  is 
assisting  in  our  Lathe  Dept.  Bill  has  had  a 
number  of  years'  experience  in  Railroad  work. 
Sounds  like  the  good  old  days  to  hear  those 
machines  humming  again. 
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REAL     POWER 

FOR  ANY 

Portable  Riding  Device 


STUDY  THESE  SPECIFICATIONS 

MOTOR — Heavy  duty,  four  cylinder.  Bronze  Back  removable  connecting  rod  bear- 
ings; removable  babbitt  crankshaft  bearings.  Self  oiling  in-built  Governor,  main- 
tains speed  regardless  of  load. 

LUBRICATION — Splash  to  cylinders — constant  level  type.  Oil  forced  by  pump  to 
all  bearings  and  gears. 

RADIATOR — ELI  Design,  built  for  heavy  service. 
COOLING— Thermo  Syphon  system. 

FAN — Four  blade,  heavy  duty  type,  adjustable;  equipped  with  Hyatt  roller  bearings. 
IGNITION — Eisemann  high  tension  GL-4  Magneto,  with  low-speed  winding  to  in- 
sure hot  spark  for  starting. 

CARBURETOR— Zenith  Model  94  TO  with  hot  air  stove  and  centrifugal  air  cleaner. 
MUFFLER     LeRoi,  A13-38,  simple  but  effective. 

RIGHT  ANGLE  DRIVE— ELI  Special  design.  Nickel  Steel,  machine  cut  gears,  mount- 
ed on  alloy  steel  shafts  with  ball  bearings.    Runs  in  Oil. 

DRIVE  PULLEY— 18"  x  6"  cast  Iron  keyed  to  shaft  for  standard  equipment. 
HORSE  POWER— 16  (brake  h.p.) 

TRUCK — Standard  Eli  Engine  Truck — measurements  3  ft.  wide,  6  ft.  and  8  in.  long 
(will  load  crossways  on  Truck  or  Trailer). 
WEIGHT— Complete  on  Truck,  1184  lbs. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Builders     of      Dependable     Products  f 

JACKSONVILLE  ....  ILLINOIS 
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Jacksonville,  Illinois  November-December,  1934 
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Henry  Heyn  closed  his  Tilt-a-Whirl  with  the 
Great  Sutton  Shows  in  the  State  of  Mississippi 
and  moved  into  Memphis,  Tennessee  for  the 
winter,  where  he  expects  to  do  some  work  in 
winter  quarters  to  be  ready  for  the  1935 
amusement  season.  Ride  owner  Heyn  has 
not  completed  his  plans  for  the  1935  season, 
but  expects  to  be  well  located  on  an  amuse- 
ment Midway  for  next  year.  In  addition  to 
the  Tilt-a-Whirl  he  owns  a  Kiddie  Auto  Ride 
and  Calliope. 


Tilt-a-Whirl  owner  D.  W.  Leslie  closed  the 
season  with  Miller  Bros.  Shows  at  Hartwell, 
Georgia  on  November  17  and  went  to  storage 
in  that  City.  Mr.  Leslie  is  back  at  his  home 
in  Logansport,  Indiana  for  the  winter,  expect- 
ing to  make  his  spring  opening  in  southern 
territory. 


Wheel  owner  J.  Lawrence  Wright  of  W^ashing- 
ton,  D.  C.  reports  he  is  getting  his  No.  12 
Wheel  booked  up  nicely  for  the  coming  season. 


F.   L.   Flack's   No.   12   BIG   ELI,  Carry-us-all  and  Whip.     This  wheel   has  seen   21    years 
of  service — during  that  time  has  had  excellent  care 


This  picture  of  Mr.  F.  L.  Flack's  rides  was 
taken  during  their  engagement  in  St.  Thomas 
Church  Yard,  Detroit,  Michigan  during  the 
1934  season.  At  the  left  the  Merry-go-round 
may  be  seen,  and  in  the  background  at  the 
right  a  portion  of  the  Whip  with  the  BIG 
ELI  No.  12  as  usual  gracing  the  center  of  the 
Midway. 

This  BIG  ELI  Wheel  is  twenty-one  years 
old,  but  looks  and  operates  like  a  new  one. 
The  reason,  excellent  care,  with  the  Wheel  in 
charge  of  good  operators.  Mr.  Flack  believes 
in  taking  care  of  running  repairs  as  they  are 
required.  Keeps  his  Wheel  well  decorated, 
with  white  enamel  seats  and  plenty  of  light. 


Dodson's  World  Fair  Shows  closed  their  1934 
season  at  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana  the  week 
ending  November  17  and  moved  their  equip- 
ment to  East  St.  Louis  for  the  winter.  Whip 
Owner  B.  B.  Brundage  completed  the  season 
with  the  Dodson  Shows  and  expects  to  be  in 
East  St.  Louis  during  the  winter  months.  We 
are  advised  Mr.  Brundage  had  a  good  season 
with  his  eight  car  Whip. 

Mrs.  Brundage  after  closing  the  season  with 
Sol's  Liberty  Shows  at  Caruthersville,  Mis- 
souri, where  she  operated  her  Penny  Arcade 
for  the  season  joined  Mr.  Brundage  on  the 
Dodson  Shows. 
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Operator  James  L.  Reed  writes  that  he  opened 
and  closed  1934  season  with  Famous  Dixie 
Shows,  being  in  charge  of  the  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheel.  He  is  spending  the  winter  in  Memphis, 
Tennessee  and  writing  us  about  the  past 
season  he  says:  "The  rides  had  a  fair  season 
with  the  BIG  ELI  topping  them.  Fourth  of 
July  the  Wheel  beat  the  Merry-go-round  $75, 
beat  the  Chairplane  $108,  so  you  know  that 
made  me  feel  good  as  I  have  the  ride  on 
percentage.  That's  why  I  take  the  BIG  ELI 
for  mine  because  it  never  fails,  a  sure  money- 
getter.  I  have  started  work  on  the  Wheel 
already,  getting  it  in  shape  for  the  coming 
season.  Tell  all  the  News  readers  I  will  be 
back  with  the  Famous  Dixie  Shows  again 
next  season  and  please  send  my  next  copy  of 
ELI  NEWS  to  the  address  below.  Mr. 
Farrow,  Manager  is  spending  the  Holidays  in 
New  Orleans,  La. 

Yours  very  truly, 
James  L.  Reed." 


We  received  many  nice  compliments  on  the 
front  from  road  people  and  Fair  men. 

"The  front  is  12  feet  high  by  24  feet  wide, 
and  is  made  in  sections,  being  very  little 
trouble  to  handle. 

"The  front  with  the  lights  and  those  we  have 
on  the  Wheel  makes  about  3300  watts,  but 
with  arrangements  made  ahead  of  time  it  does 
not  cost  so  much  and  we  are  sure  that  the 
well  lighted  ride  more  than  pays  for  the  extra 
cost  and  labor. 

"Reading  from  left  to  right  the  men  in  the 
picture  are  R.  0.  Couch,  Owner,  Ellwin  Cox, 
Seats  Wheel,  Floyd  Couch,  Clutch  Wheel, 
Harper  Stringer,  Tickets  Wheel,  Ralph  String- 
er, Tickets  Swing,  Wilbur  Bassett,  Clutch 
Swing. 

"We  received  many  nice  compliments  on 
our  crew,  and  one  was  that  'your  men  seem 
to  work  so  well  together  with  no^loud  rag 
chewing  or  swearing'." 


R.   O.  Couch  (at  the   left),   his  Wheel    entrance  and  working   crew 


This  kodak  picture  showing  the  Wheel  en- 
trance built  by  Mr.  R.  O.  Couch  is  certainly 
a  real  advertisement  for  BIG  ELI.  Describing 
the  entrance  Mr.  Couch  says:  "The  word 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  is  bright  red  with  about  75 
red  lights  and  the  outside  frama  is  bright 
green  with  about  60  green  lights  and  then  the 
whole  thing  is  painted  in  good  bright  colors. 
Our  idea  was  to  have  some  color  on  the  Wheel 
that  would  show  in  the  day  time  and  then 
when  the  lights  are  on  it  makes  a  nice  flash. 


Art  B.  Thomas,  Owner  of  Art  B.  Thomas 
Attractions  of  Lennox,  South  Dakota  reports 
that  he  recently  bought  an  old  model  No.  10 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  from  Mr.  H.  Phillips.  Mr. 
Thomas  expects  to  do  some  work  on  this  Wheel 
and  to  operate  it  with  his  No.  2  show  during 
the  1935  season. 


According  to  Wheel  Operator  Whitey  Davis, 
the  J.  J.  Steblar  rides  are  still  in  operation  with 
Lyons  World  of  Wonder  Shows. 
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Mrs.  Anna  Jane  Pearson  following  the  closing 
of  the  Pearson  Shows  spent  several  weeks  in 
Hot  Springs  and  DeWitt,  Arkansas. 

At  this  writing  Mrs.  Pearson  is  back  in 
Ramsey,  Illinois  beginning  plans  for  the  1935 
season. 

Reid's  Greater  Shows,  Earl  A.  and  Mable 
Reid,  owners  closed  the  1934  season  at 
Springfield,  South  Carolina  December  1. 
Mr.  Reid  reports:  "The  season  as  a  whole  has 
been  all  right,  we  have  been  able  to  pay  our 
help  in  full  and  keep  the  rides  in  repair." 


Immediately  following  the  closing  and  storing 
away  of  the  Happyland  Shows  at  Detroit, 
Michigan  Mr.  Wm.  G.  Dumas  who  with  Mr. 
John  F.  Reid  are  the  owners  of  the  Happyland 
Shows  returned  to  his  home  at  Gibsonton, 
Florida. 

When  writing  us  on  November  4th  Mr. 
Reid,  who  handles  correspondence  for  the 
Company,  had  this  to  say: 

"Would  have  answered  your  letters  sooner, 
but  have  been  up  to  my  neck  in  some  real 
hard  work  around  the  house.  My  birthday  was 
on  October  24th,  and  my  wife  decided  to 
make  me  a  present  of  an  eight  pound  baby 
girl  on  that  day,  so  I  have  been  taking  ad- 
vantage of  her  stay  in  the  hospital  to  do  some 
decorating. 

"Bill  Dumas  has  returned  to  Gibsonton, 
Florida  for  the  winter.  He  did  not  waste  much 
time  around  here  after  the  equipment  was 
stored  away." 

Our  congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reid 
on  the  safe  arrival  of  their  baby  daughter. 


Mr.  H.  E.  McNaughton  closed  the  season 
with  Cetlin  &  Wilson  Shows,  placing  the  Mc- 
Naughton &  Work  Tilt-a-Whirl  in  storage  at 
Greensboro,  North  Carolina.  This  is  the 
third  complete  season  Mr.  McNaughton  has 
had  his  Tilt-a-\Yhirl  on  the  Cetlin  &  Wilson 
Midway.  Every  year  the  Tilt-a-Whirl  has 
been  a  consistent  money-getter. 


A  recent  letter  from  our  long-time  friend 
Arthur  G.  Wilbur  of  North  Adams,  Massachu- 
setts brought  welcome  news  that  Mr.  Wilbur 
is  showing  gradual  improvement  from  his 
several  month's  illness  which  began  early  the 
past  season.  Following  Mr.  Wilbur's  illness 
his  daughter  Miss  Elva  Wilbur  had  charge  of 


the  rides  BIG  ELI  No.  5,  Merry-go-round,  and 
Tilt-a-Whirl.  These  rides  closed  the  season  at 
Pittsfield,  New  Hampshire  September  8  and 
were  placed  in  storage  on  the  Fair  Grounds  in 
that  City. 

Mr.  Wilbur  advises  he  is  making  plans  for 
the  1935  season,  and  expects  to  be  back  in 
charge  of  his  rides,  looking  after  the  manage- 
ment details  and  we  sincerely  hope  his  im- 
provement will  continue,  to  make  that 
possible. 

His  long  experience  in  the  riding  device 
business  makes  him  a  valuable  man  and  he  is 
anxious  to  again  be  in  charge  of  his  equipment. 

During  his  several  months'  serious  illness 
his  daughter  Miss  Wilbur  who  was  inexperienc- 
ed in  the  ride  business,  did  excellent  work  in 
managing  and  caring  for  the  equipment  for 
her  Father. 


BIG  ELI  Owner  W.  L.  Weiseman  of  the 
Georgia  Attractions  is  still  operating  his 
equipment  in  southeastern  States,  at  last 
report  being  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 
Mr.  Weiseman  reports  his  grandson,  whose 
picture  appeared  in  last  issue  of  the  News  is 
growing  steadily  and  states  that  the  baby 
sure  enjoys  riding  their  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 


Mr.  I.  K.  Wallace,  who  during  the  celebration 
portion  of  the  season,  had  his  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  booked  with  Kaus  United  Shows  to 
make  Duplex  Wheels  on  that  Midway,  closed 
the  season  with  the  Kaus  Shows  and  is  spend- 
ing the  winter  in  New  Bern,  North  Carolina. 
Mr.  Wallace  gives  this  as  his  permanent 
address,  but  expects  during  the  month  of 
January  to  do  some  visiting  in  Florida  before 
the  1935  season  for  the  Kaus  Shows  opens. 
Mr.  Wallace  states  the  Wheel  will  be  on 
the  Kaus  Shows  again  next  year  and  that 
special  lighting  effects  and  other  flash  items 
will  be  used  on  the  duplex  rides  for  1935.  He 
is  well  pleased  with  his  experience  on  that 
Show  during  the  past  season.  M 

Hildebrand's  United  Shows  closed  the 
season  at  the  Phoenix,  Arizona  Fair  November 
10.  Mr.  Hildebrand  advises  he  first  intended 
to  store  the  Show  in  Phoenix  but  later  decided 
to  move  it  into  Los  Angeles  for  the  winter  and 
will  open  again  in  the  month  of  February. 
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Krause  Greater  Shows,  Mr.  Ben  Krause, 
Manager,  George  F.  Dorman,  Secretary, 
completed  the  1934  season  at  Brunswick, 
Georgia  November  24  and  went  to  storage  in 
that  City.  They  expect  to  take  the  road 
again  in  January  for  a  long  season  in  southern 
and  eastern  territory. 


Dee  Lang  Shows  closed  the  season  in  Bates- 
ville,  Arkansas  November  17,  and  moved 
their  equipment  to  storage  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

While  the  season  as  a  whole  was  fair  the 
Lang  Shows  experienced  considerable  rain 
during  their  celebration  season,  which  cer- 
tainly affected  the  gross  receipts  when  the 
books  were  totalled.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lang 
expect  to  spend  the  winter  in  St.  Louis. 


Mr.  Marshall  Gibson  of  the  J.  T.  McClellan 
Shows  came  to  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  Decem- 
ber 6  and  loaded  the  McClellan  BABY  ELI 
Wheel  and  BABY  Merry-go-round  on  their 
truck  and  trailer,  taking  them  back  to  winter 
quarters  at  North  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 
These  rides  were  in  operation  during  the 
Century  of  Progress  Exposition  in  Chicago  at 
Enchanted  Island  1933  and  '34.  They 
came  back  to  our  Factory  for  temporary 
quarters  from  Chicago  Exposition. 

Mr.  Gibson  reports  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  T. 
McClellan  are  now  on  a  visit  with  relatives  in 
Petersburg,  Indiana. 


Since  closing  of  the  Henni'fc  Bros.  Shows  in 
the  State  of  Texas,  Mrs.  Vic  V  Fairly  has  been 
visiting  her  Sisters  in  Wichita,-  Kansas.  Noble 


^S^ 


'his  photograph  of  Oscar  C.  Buck's  Duplex 
'Jo.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheels  was  sent  us  some  time 
go  by  Mr.  Edward  J.  Kelty  amusement 
•hotographer  of  New  York  City. 

We  acknowledge  with  thanks  this  picture 
/hich  is  added  to  our  collection  of  good 
eproductions  showing  duplex  BIG  ELI 
^Theels  getting  money  on  various  midways 
hroughout  the  country. 

Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels  add  to  the  ap- 
earance  of  a  Midway,  and  get  more  money 
tian  single  Wheels  at  celebration  dates.  This 
as  been  proven  over  and  over  by  the  ex- 
erience  of  BIG  ELI  Owners. 


C.  Fairly,  General  Agent  Hennies  Bros.  Shows 
has  spent  some  time  in  Chicago  and  Toronto 
looking  after  the  interests  of  that  Company. 

Hennies  Bros,  expect  to  open  the  1935  sea- 
son early  in  the  new  year  in  the  State  of  Texas. 
The  Fairly  Rides  BIG  ELI  No.  5,  Tilt-a-Whirl 
and  Chairplane  will  again  be  on  that  Midway 
for  next  season. 


Ride  owner  Paul  B.  Gilliland  closed  his  season 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  stored  his  rides 
and  is  spending  the  winter  in  Philadelphia. 
He  is  now  making  plans  for  the  1935  season, 
but  has  not  yet  decided  whether  to  book  with 
some  other  Company  or  to  operate  his  equip- 
ment independently  for  next  year. 


86 


Bis  El'  News 


November 


E.   K.   Fernandez  Shows,  in  the  Orient 


While  on  a  visit  to  the  States  a  number  of 
weeks  ago  Mr.  E.  K.  Fernandez  of  Honolulu, 
Hawaii  spent  a  few  hours  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory.  Mr.  Fernandez  was  enroute  from 
the  Pacific  Coast  to  Chicago,  thence  to  New 
York  and  while  here  left  his  order  for  a  number 
of  needed  repairs  for  his  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 

The  accompanying  picture  shows  an  Air- 
plane view  of  the  Fernandez  Shows  taken  in 
the  Orient.  His  rides  consist  of  BIG  ELI  No. 
12,  Merry-go-round  and  Hey-dey.  Notice 
the  nice  lay-out  of  rides  and  shows  with 
plenty  of  space  for  parking  cars  right  on  the 
show  lot.  Mr.  Fernandez  reports  he  not  only 
insists  on  carrying  shows,  but  good  ones  and 
in  that  way  holds  his  people  on  the  Midway, 
giving  the  rides  a  chance  to  earn  money.  One 
season  he  carried  a  complete  circus  which  was 
a  feature  attraction  of  the  Fernandez  shows  on 
all  of  his  locations.  While  this  type  of  at- 
traction costs  big  money  Mr.  Fernandez 
reports  it  was  a  good  paying  proposition  for 
him. 

He  is  a  high  class  showman,  insisting  on  the 
best  of  equipment.  E.  K.  Fernandez  has  been 
very  successful  with  his  amusement  attrac- 
tions. We  appreciate  his  visit  to  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory  and  hope  when  he  is  again  in  the 
States  he  will  come  to  see  us. 


BIG  ELI  Owner  Harry  H.  Kinsey  closed  with 
Miller  Bros.  Shows  on  October  27  and  joined 
Martin  Bros.  Shows  where  he  is  still  operating 
his  BIG  ELI  this  winter. 


Bill  H.  Hames  Shows  with  their  Duplex  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  closed  the  season  November  25th 
and  went  to  storage  in  Waco,  Texas.  The 
Wheels  had  some  nice  weeks  at  Texas  cele- 
bration dates  this  fall. 


Ride  owner  Roy  Gray  of  the  Big  State  Shows 
advises  the  majority  of  his  equipment  is  now 
in  storage  at  303  Broadway,  Houston,  Texas 
after  a  satisfactory  season  in  the  Big  State. 

Under  date  of  October  20  Mr.  Gray  says  in 
part:  "Thanks  for  the  publicity  given  Big 
State  Shows  in  your  recent  magazine  BIG 
ELI  NEWS. 

"I  appreciate  it.  So  do  all  my  people.  Our 
Chaplain,  Rev.  Doc  Waddell  is  using  it  for  a 
sermon. 

"In  conclusion  I  want  to  say  that  I  miss 
friend  Sullivan.  His  going  away  from  us  left  a 
void  which  will  take  years  to  fill.  Lovable, 
thoughtful,  and  square.  No  better  man  deal- 
ing with  the  profession  ever  lived. 
Sincerely, 
Roy  Gray" 
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Ride  owner  M.  J.  Doolan  of  Chicago  reports 
having  attended  the  Toronto  Meeting  during 
the  week  of  November  26.  Mr.  Doolan  is  a 
recent  purchaser  of  a  new  seven  car  Tilt-a- 
Whirl  through  our  Company  and  had  several 
successful  weeks  with  it  before  the  close  of 
the  1934  amusement  season. 


early  spring.  Mrs.  Bunts  writes  they  expect 
to  spend  part  of  the  winter  in  the  State  of 
Florida. 


Frank  Burke,  Owner  of  Frank  Burke  Shows 
operating  in  Arizona  advises  he  expects  to 
close  putting  the  equipment  into  storage 
about  December  15.  Then  return  to  Illinois 
for  the  Holidays,  visiting  with  his  Father  at 
Morrison,  Illinois  and  spending  a  little  time 
at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory.  Frank  reports  a 
fair  season  on  his  ride  equipment  and  has 
some  plans  for  slight  enlargement  in  1935.  He 
is  a  hard  working,  successful  amusement  man, 
the  owner  of  a  No.  5  BIG  ELI  and  seven  car 
Tilt-a-Whirl. 


Mr.  F.  L.  Flack  and  his  driving  companion 
Mr.  Grabe  of  Coldwater,  Michigan  visited  us 
November  20  and  21.  It  was  Mr.  Flack's 
first  trip  to  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  since  the 
fall  of  1932.  He  was  here  for  a  little  visit  in 
October  that  year  just  one  day  prior  to  the 
passing  of  W.  E.  Sullivan. 

Mr.  Flack  reports  business  somewhat  better 
for  his  ride  equipment  during  the  1934  amuse- 
ment season.  He  is  now  making  plans  for  1935 
and  hoping  for  further  general  improvement 
in  the  new  year. 


J.  A.  Montgomery,  ride  owner  with  J.  J.  Page 
Shows  writes  from  St.  Clair,  Pennsylvania 
advising  that  he  arrived  home  November  30 
after  storing  his  equipment  BIG  ELI  No.  5, 
Tilt-a-Whirl,  Chairplane,  and  Kiddie  Ride  at 
Johnson  City,  Tennessee,  winter  quarters  on 
the  Page  Shows. 

'  Mr.  Montgomery  is  glad  to  be  at  home  for  a 
rest  after  a  long,  strenuous  season,  and  when 
l:he  month  of  March  rolls  around  will  no 
;loubt  be  just  as  anxious  to  get  started  again 
is  the  Page  Shows  will  open  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee  early  in  April  1935. 


Bunts  Greater  Shows  closed  their  year's  work 
it  Brunson,  South  Carolina  November  30  and 
stored  their  equipment  in  that  City.  Their 
lew  seven  car  Tilt-a-Whirl  had  some  weeks  of 
air  business  at  celebrations  in  the  South  East 
vhere  they  will  open  the  season  in  1935  in 


We  were  pleased  to  be  included  in  the  list  of 
those  invited  to  attend  the  wedding  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Dispensa  of  Chicago,  Illinois  to  Miss 
Mary  Mirabella  which  took  place  at  St. 
Richards  Church,  50th  Street  and  Kostner 
Avenue,  November  29,  1934  at  eleven  o'clock 
A.  M. 

Circumstances  prevented  our  attendance  at 
the  wedding  but  we  extend  our  sincere  con- 
gratulations to  Mr.  Dispensa  and  best  wishes 
to  the  bride. 

It  has  never  been  our  privilege  to  meet  Miss 
Mirabella,  but  we  have  known  Joseph  Dis- 
pensa for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  the  eldest 
Son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  S.  Dispensa  and  the 
family  have  visited  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
several  times.  Joe  is  a  hustler,  works  with  his 
Father  in  the  ride  business  and  for  1935  will 
no  doubt  have  charge  of  one  of  the  sets  of 
rides  owned  by  the  Dispensa  Family. 

Joe  and  his  bride  are  now  at  home  at  19 
South  Chicago  Avenue,  Hinsdale,  Illinois 
where  we  hope  to  have  the  privilege  of  meeting 
them  personally  at  some  time  in  the  not  far 
distant  future. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Solomon  of  Sol's  Liberty 
Shows,  Caruthersville,  Missouri  and  Mrs. 
Solomon's  Sister-in-law  Mrs.  Mazur  of  St. 
Louis  visited  us  November  20  and  21st.  They 
were  enroute  to  New  York  for  a  visit  with 
relatives,  from  there  Mr.  Solomon  attended 
the  Toronto  Meetings  expecting  to  be  back  at 
Winter  Quarters  about  January  1. 

Plans    for   further   expansion    of   the    Sol's 
Liberty  Shows  for  1935  are  now  under  way. 


Ride  owner  B.  L.  Beckwith  of  Brunswick, 
Georgia  spent  a  few  hours  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  December  4.  Mr.  Beckwith  expects 
to  operate  his  Caterpillar  with  Krause  Greater 
Shows  next  year  and  reports  a  good  celebra- 
tion season  with  America's  Model  Shows  in 
the  Central  West  and  South  during  the  past 
several  months.  He  reports  despite  depression 
conditions  that  the  Caterpillar  has  continued 
to  be  a  money-getter  for  him. 
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A  bi-monthly  magazine  for  the  benefit  of  those 
interested  in  the  riding  device  business.  For 
ten  years ,  this  magazine  was  called  The 
OPTIMIST.  Now  there  is  nothing  new  but 
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EDITORIAL 

Throughout  the  year  1934  there  has  been 
among  the  majority  of  our  customers  a  very 
noticeable  co-operative  spirit.  A  sincere 
desire  to  do  all  possible  in  helping  to  make 
conditions  better  and  bring  back  that  desired 
prosperity  which  seemed  to  vanish  almost 
instantly  in  the  fall  of  1929. 

It  is  true  that  business  has  been  on  the  up- 
grade, giving  a  greater  desire  for  doing  things 
worth  while  and  creating  that  spirit  of  wanting 
to  help  in  every  way  possible. 

SQUARE  DEALING  has  much  to  do  with 
a  successful  carrying-on  in  the  field  of  per- 
sonal and  business  accomplishments.  The 
fellow  who  is  trying  to  get  something  for 
nothing  or  has  some  secret  unfair  means  to 
earn  his  living  is  still  shuffling  along  having 
a  hard  time  to  make  ends  meet.  But  the  fair, 
square  shooting,  open  and  above  board, 
amusement  man  has  taken  some  steps  for- 
ward and  shown  some  real  progress  during 
this  year  of  1934.  That  hasn't  just  happened 
so,  but  in  the  law  of  averages,  SQUARE 
DEALING  REALLY  PAYS. 

SELF  CONFIDENCE  is  also  necessary  in 
this  game  of  life  if  we  are  to  succeed.  By  that 
I   don't  mean   having  a  spirit  of  cockiness. 


going  around  with  a  chip  on  one's  shoulder  or 
bragging  about  our  ability.  But  to  believe  in 
ourselves  to  the  extent  of  being  sure  we  can 
win  out  and  with  a  determination  to  really  do 
things  worth  while. 

A  certain  amount  of  BUSINESS  MOD- 
ESTY must  be  mixed  in  to  our  daily  ives.  It 
keeps  down  that  spirit  of  bragging.  Doing 
something  worth  while  far  beats  much  talk  in 
any  life.  One  great  Writer  has  said,  "What 
you  are  speaks  so  loudly  I  can't  hear  what  you 
say."  So  I  suggest  to  you  'BE  YE  DOERS 
AND  NOT  HEARERS  OR  SAYERS  ONLY.' 

Your  business  as  Amusement  Men  stands 
among  the  highest  in  this  world.  When  your 
customers  patronize  amusements  they  forget 
their  troubles,  they  laugh  and  enjoy  them- 
selves. Thus,  you  are  responsible  for  bringing 
a  ray  of  sunshine  where  possibly  only  gloom 
existed  before.  Furnish  them  with  what  they 
desire;  clean,  wholesome  amusements  and  the 
public  is  willing  to  pay  you  in  money  and 
satisfaction.  After  all,  a  really  satisfied 
customer  or  group  of  customers  are  great 
accomplishments  for  any  man. 

As  this  article  is  written  the  prospects  and 
orders  we  have  for  1935  delivery  promise  a 
further  expansion  of  the  amusement  business 
and  a  better  year  of  1935.  So  we  ask  you  to 
CONTINUE  YOUR  CO-OPERATIVE 
SPIRIT,  DEAL  SQUARELY,  have  con- 
fidence in  your  ability,  mixed  with  a  like 
amount  of  business  modesty  and  keep  on 
working  hard  and  regularly  and  you  will 
succeed. 

1934  has  been  a  good  year,  let  us  all  unite 
to  make  1935  a  better  one. 


For  most  ride  men  1934  has  been  a  strenuous 
season  for  long  hours  and  hard  work,  but  more 
has  been  accomplished  than  in  the  two  or 
three  years  previous  in  the  way  of  gross  busi- 
ness and  net  proceeds. 

You  now  look  forward  to  1935  with  hope 
for  further  improvement  and  with  that 
determination  "to  keep  on  keeping  on," 
toward  business  success.  Hard  work,  enthu- 
siasm and  determination  with  you  ride  men  is 
most  unusual.  You  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  accomplishment  of  bringing  this  business 
so  far  out  of  the  sub-normal  condition  which 
ranged  from  the  years  1930  to  1933.  With  our 
best  wishes  to  you  all  for  a  prosperous  1935, 
we  close  these  columns  and  will  be  with  you 
again  regularly  during  the  New  Year. 


■^\i^^  ^^/4^  -^^i/k^  ^\/4^  ^\/4^  ^\/4^  ^^^4:^  -^^//k- 


S  the  end  of  another  year  draws  near,  we  realize  that 

this   issue  completes   another   volume  of  BIG   ELI  |(A/ 

NEWS  and  that  we  can  now  claim  a  continuous  ^ic^ 

existence  for  19  years.  You  have  done  much  to  make  |*v\ 
this  accomplishment  possible,  as  by  your  friendship 

and  tolerance,  also  by  your  contributions  in  the  form  of  news  \  I  / 

items  and  photographs,  you  have  inspired  us  to  carry  on  even  ^^ 

during  periods  of  serious  discouragement.  i\^^ 

It  is  our  sincere  belief  that  BIG  ELI  NEWS  has  accomplished  some  , 

very  worth  while  deeds  during  its  life  time.    Clean,  safe,  sane  l(/^ 

amusements  have  been  constantly  advocated.    The  amusement  "l^^ 

ride  business  is  on  a  higher  plane  and  more  amusement  patrons  |\\ 
are  being  entertained  by  riding  device  owners  than  ever  before. 

Reviewing  the  year  of  1934  we  find  many  things  for  which  to  be  ^^ 

thankful.    Good  health  and  the  opportunity  of  serving  you  are  |\^^ 

no  small  items  in  the  feeling  of  gratitude  for  this  year's  experience.  ^ 

Business  has  shown  some  improvement  with  all  of  us  and  the  r  i . 

opportunity  of  continuous  employment  cannot  be  overlooked.  '^^ 

Idleness  brings  discouragement  and  unrest,  so  we  are  thankful  to  1^^ 

have  been  busy  and  thus  kept  happy  throughout  the  year.  i  \ 

But  the  thing  for  which  we  are  most  thankful  is  your  continued  j;^ 

friendship.    Without  it  we  would  not  care  to  continue  on.    There  ^jt^ 

are  many  things  more  precious  in  life  than  material  possessions  j^K 
and  one  of  these  is  wholesome,  sincere  friendship.    Yours  has 

been  that  kind  and  we  sincerely  appreciate  it.  {,// 

So  at  this  Holiday  Season  and  throughout  the  new  year  of  1935  we  "f^^ 

wish  you  real  happiness.    That  means  continued  good  health,  i  \ 
increased  opportunities,  regular  employment,  (whatever  your  oc-  , 

cupation  may  be)  and  higher  ideals  than  you  have  ever  had  before.  \\l/^ 

May  we  ask  you  to  continue  your  interest  in  BIG  ELI  NEWS;  -^^^ 

displaying  that  friendly  feeling  you  have  shown  toward  us  during  |'\\ 
this  and  past  years?    May  the  spirit  of  co-operation  be  assured  us 

throughout  the  New  Year?  ||^ 

Sincerely  yours, 
ELI  BRIDGE  COMPANY 
The  Editor 


&       ^      4& ^       ^       ^ ^^^=^&       ^       ^       ^^ ^       ^       ^ 

??        "^ ^        ^        ^        "^ ^fi ^        ^        ^^        ^!T? ^        ^        ^ 

f*  '^f  "^F"  '^r'  '^F'  ■^^"         ,  '^F*  '^r'  '^.T'  '^f  '^f*  '^J^  '^f  "^ 


1^ 


W..- 


90 


Big  Eli  News 

BIG  ELI  TALKS 


November 


TiLT-A-WHIRL,  A  Money  Getting  Ride 


Tilt-a-Whirl  is  the  distinctive  name  of  one  of 
the  comparatively  new  predepression  popular 
rides.  It  has  made  a  remarkable  come-back, 
showing  this  year  and  its  popularity  is  un- 
questioned at  many  celebrations  throughout 
the  country. 

For  a  number  of  years  this  ride  was  a  con- 
sistent prize  winner  in  4th  of  July  Contest 
No.  2  which  included  all  other  rides  except  the 
BIG  ELI  Wheel.  As  late  as  1932  the  Tilt-a- 
Whirl  had  held  three  of  the  prizes,  however, 
in  1933  4th  of  July  Contest  all  other  rides  were 
topped  by  Merry-go-rounds.  But  in  1934  the 
Tilt-a-Whirl  shows  a  real  come-back,  taking 
second  and  fifth  of  the  six  prizes  in  this 
contest.  Dumas  &  Reid's  7  car  Tilt-a-Whirl 
in  the  State  of  Michigan  grossed  $334.40  and 
J.  L.  Landes'  7  car  Tilt-a-Whirl  in  the  State 
of  Kansas  got  $281.40  on  July  4,  1934. 

Several  more  Tilt-a-Whirls  made  their 
appearance  in  the  amusement  field  this  year. 
Byers  Bros,  added  one  of  these  7  car  rides  for 
their  1934  celebration  season.  They  were  well 
pleased  with  the  results  and  believe  when  the 
season  of  1935  begins  they  will  really  get  some 
real  money  with  their  Tilt-a-Whirl  operated 
in  connection  with  their  BIG  ELI  No.  5  and 
two-abreast   Merry-go-round. 

Mrs.  Margie  Kennedy  in  the  far  West  had 
her  Tilt-a-Whirl  at  late  celebrations. 


N.  S.  Dispensa  of  Chicago  bought  his  first 
Tilt-a-Whirl  in  1933  and  the  past  spring  added 
a  second  ride  of  the  same  size.  This  is  positive 
proof  that  the  first  Tilt-a-Whirl  was  a  money- 
getter,  justifying  a  second  purchase. 

W.  J.  Bunts,  Owner  and  Manager  Bunts 
Greater  Shows  was  a  1934  member  of  the 
Tilt-a-Whirl  family  as  was  also  M.  J.  Doolan, 
prominent  ride  owner  of  Chicago. 

The  very  latest  addition  in  the  list  of  Tilt- 
a-Whirl  purchasers  is  Mr.  F.  M.  Sutton  of 
Great  Sutton  Shows,  Osceola,  Arkansas. 
Henry  Heyn  had  his  Tilt-a-Whirl  booked  on 
the  Sutton  Shows  this  past  season  where  Mr. 
Sutton  experienced  the  popularity  of  the  ride. 
As  a  result  he  has  purchased  a  latest  model  for 
1935  delivery  prior  to  the  opening  date  of  the 
Great  Sutton  Shows. 

These  reports  from  a  Tilt-a-Whirl  owner  in 
eastern  territory  prove  the  popularity  of  this 
ride  at  celebrations. 

A  fall  fair  week,  with  cold  weather. 

Monday $  17.95 

Tuesday 37.20 

Wednesday 267.85 

Thursday 56.65 

Friday 60.05 

Saturday 140.95 

Total $580.65 


December 


Big  Eli  News 


91 


A  southern  celebration,  weather  changeable 
and  one  day  rain. 

Monday $  18.95 

Tuesday 161.40 

Wednesday 56.50 

Thursday 58.65 

Friday 81.90 

Saturday 25.10 

Total $402.50 

Now  a  six  day  celebration,  three  days  of 
good  weather,  two  cloudy  days  and  one  day  of 
rain  shows  the  real  ability  of  the  Tilt-a-Whirl 
to  consistently  earn  money. 

Monday $  30.70 

Tuesday 259.00 

Wednesday 47.50 

Thursday 71.80 

Friday 266.90 

Saturday 191.15 

Total $867.05 


A  southern  celebration,  six  days  of  cloudy 
and  cold  weather. 

Monday $  36.65 

Tuesday 52.15 

Wednesday 129.10 

Thursday 80.30 

Friday 74.90 

Saturday 68.90 

Total $442.00 

If  you  are  considering  another  Midway 
ride  and  want  one  that  is  different,  has  flash, 
and  best  of  all  is  A  PROVEN  MONEY- 
GETTER,  let  us  tell  you  about  the  1935 
Tilt-a-Whirl,  fully  equipped  with  latest  type 
ELI  Power  Unit. 

Attractive  shipping  dates  are  now  pro- 
curable. Ask  us  for  prices  and  terms  on  the  7 
car  Tilt-a-Whirl. 

Yours    for    money-getting    rides, 

Sales  Manager. 


FINAL     RENEWAL     NOTICE 


•♦4s: 


:t>* 


Did  you  find  a  Pink,  self  addressed,  Postal  Card  with  this  copy  of 
BIG  ELI  NEWS?  If  so  you  are  asked  to  fill  out  and  mail  the  card. 
At  Once. 

While  no  charge  is  made  for  mailing  you  BIG  ELI  NEWS,  we  desire 
to  check  our  mailing  list  regularly  and  in  that  way  know  that  you 
desire  to  continue  receiving  the  magazine. 

If  no  Pink  card  is  sent  you  with  your  News,  it  means  your  sub- 
scription has  not  expired,  so  no  action  is  necessary. 
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The   Old   Reliable   No.   12    BIG   ELI   Wheel 
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No.  12   BIG  ELI  Wheels  get  money   either  in  a  Park  or  as  a  Portable  Attraction 


The  continued  popularity  of  "old  reliable" 
No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel  on  the  Carnival  Mid- 
way or  Fair  Ground  has  been  quite  noticeable 
during  the  1934  season. 

We  saw  a  pair  of  Duplex  No.  12  Wheels 
operating  at  celebrations  this  year  and  during 
the  hours  we  were  on  that  Midway,  part  of 
two  different  days,  the  Wheels  were  both  busy 
getting  real  money.  We  are  informed  they 
had  a  real  celebration  season,  closing  several 
weeks  ago  in  southern  territory. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Velare,  Business  Manager  Royal 
American  Shows  selected  No.  12's  for  their 
first  trial  of  Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels.  Later 
he  added  two  more  No.  12's  and  the  four-in 
line  BIG  ELI  Wheels  that  have  now  for  two 
years  been  feature  attractions  on  the  Royal 
American  Shows,  are  the  No.  12  size. 

Mr.  F.  L.  Flack,  of  Cold  Water,  Michigan, 
who  has  for  the  past  several  years  operated 
his  rides  independently  has  been  the  owner  of 


a  No.  12  BIG  ELI  for  twenty-one  years.  Well 
do  we  remember  Mr.  Flack's  visit  to  the 
original  BIG  ELI  Factory  in  Roodhouse  where 
we  made  arrangements  with  the  late  W.  E. 
Sullivan  for  his  Wheel  and  how  well  the  con- 
tract agreement  worked  out  for  both  Mr. 
Flack  and  our  Company.  A  picture  of  his 
Wheel  is  shown  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  BIG 
ELI  NEWS  and  as  the  ride  has  had  excellent 
care  you  would  hardly  realize  that  in  1934  it 
completed  its  twenty-first  season  of  regular 
service.  Mr.  Flack  states  his  Wheel  is  still  a 
money  getter  and  that  business  this  year  on 
all  of  his  rides  was  better  than  in  1933. 

Mr.  Harry  H.  Kinsey  is  another  experienced 
No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel  owner.  He  bought  his 
Wheel,  first  placed  it  in  a  Park,  and  later  took 
it  on  the  road  where  he  has  been  just  as 
successful  with  it.  During  the  regular  amuse- 
ment season  Mr.  Kinsey  had  his  Wheel  with 
Miller  Bros.  Exposition  Shows  and  as  you  are 
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reading  this  article  the  Wheel  is  still  in  opera- 
tion in  the  South  with  Martin  Bros.  Shows. 

The  No.  12  is  a  fine  Park  Wheel.  In  fact  we 
call  it  the  double-purpose  BIG  ELI  because 
it  may  be  park  operated  until  Labor  Day  as  its 
extra  height  gives  real  flash  and  stately  ap- 
pearance in  any  park.  Then  following  Labor 
Day  it  can  be  given  several  weeks  of  celebra- 
tion work  before  regular  season's  closing  time. 
Many  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel  owners  have 
successfully  operated  their  Wheels  in  this  way 
during  years  past. 

To  prove  to  you  the  continued  popularity 
of  the  No.  12  BIG  ELI  here  are  a  few  reports 
for  the  1934  season. 

An  early  summer  celebration  in  eastern 
territory,  with  two  days  of  rain  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  week  weather  satisfactory. 

Monday $     5.20 

Tuesday 84.70 

Wednesday 82.55 

Thursday 63.90 

Friday 32.90 

Saturday 109.00 

Total $378.25 

Average  receipts  per  day  were  $63.04. 

A  mid-summer  celebration.    Weather  good. 

Tuesday $  39.50 

Wednesday 125.20 


Thursday 170.70 

Friday 76.50 

Total $411.90 

Average  receipts  per  day,  $102.97. 

A  summer  celebration.  Rain  2  days,  3  days 
of  good  weather. 

Tuesday $  25.20 

Wednesday 151.50 

Thursday 135.10 

Friday 76.80 

Saturday 50.70 

Total $439.30 

Average  receipts  per  day  were  $87.86. 

If  you  desire  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  that  has 
plenty  of  Midway  Flash,  standing  45  feet 
high,  carrying  12  BIG  ELI  Seats  and  capable 
of  getting  real  money  ask  us  about  a  No.  12 
BIG  ELI. 

Standard  equipment  with  this  Wheel  in- 
cludes enclosed  type  ticket  office  and  latest 
model  ELI  Power  Unit  on  steel  truck.  With 
this  power  equipment  you  may  operate  the 
BIG  ELI  either  in  a  permanent  location  or  as 
a  portable  attraction. 

The  first  BIG  ELI  Wheel  built  in  1900  was 
a  No.  12,  now  after  35  years  of  service  this 
size  Wheel  continues  a  popular  amusement 
attraction  and  money-getter.  You  will  never 
regret  your  investment  in  a  No.  12  BIG  ELI 
Wheel. 


A  LIMITED  NUMBER  AVAILABLE  FOR  1935 

A  BIG  ELI  WHEEL  with  deluxe 
White  Enamel  finished  Seats, 
carrying  gold  leaf  scroll  decora- 
tions and  bevel  plate  glass  mirrors, 
give  the  wheel  a  Special  distinc- 
tion that  attracts  attention  and 
favorable  comment  of  your 
Patrons. 

White  Enamel  Seats  cost  only 
slightly  more  than  standard  fin- 
ish. A  limited  number  of  sets  of 
these  seats  in  Special  Finish  will 
be  available  for  1935. 

Inquire  At  Once  about  a  BIG  ELI  WHEEL  with  White  Seats  and  White  Ticket 

Office  to  match. 
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Not  many  days  ago  we  had  a  letter  from  the 
owner  of  several  BIG  ELI  Wheels  who  wanted 
official  information  as  to  the  proper  speed  he 
could  safely  run  these  Wheels.  His  Wheels 
are  all  of  the  No.  5  size  and  our  answer  was 
consequently  based  on  suggestions  regarding 
that  model  Wheel.  However,  the  same 
general  principle  holds  good  for  all  sizes  of 
BIG  ELI  Wheels. 

Many  of  our  readers  who  were  privileged 
to  see  and  possibly  ride  the  mammoth  ferris 
wheel  at  the  1893  Chicago  World's  Fair  or  the 
1904  St.  Louis  Exposition  remember  that  it 
moved  so  slowly  we  had  to  watch  it  carefully 
to  realize  whether  it  was  stopped  or  really  in 
motion.  It  was  a  very  heavy  device  and  many 
horse  power  were  required  to  keep  it  in  opera- 
tion. Speed  was  out  of  the  question.  Many 
thousands  of  riders  were  willing  to  spend  a 
total  of  one-half  hour's  time  to  enter,  ride,  and 
leave  the  big  Wheel,  as  it  actually  took 
twenty  minutes  for  this  ride  to  make  one 
revolution. 

"But"  you  say,  "times  have  changed  and 
speed  is  the  order  of  the  present  day."  Yes, 
we  agree  with  you,  the  world  does  move 
faster,  but  there  is  a  reasonable  limit  to  all 
things. 

When  the  designing  engineers  of  the  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  figured  the  safe  speed  of  the  ride, 
they  reported  the  following: 

No.  16  BIG  ELI—  3  R.P.M.* 
No.  12  BIG  ELI— 31^  R.P.M.* 
No.  5  BIG  ELI—       4  R.P.M.* 

(*Means  Revolutions  Per  Minute). 

For  many  years  our  engine  and  motor  pulley 
sizes  were  figured  to  keep  the  Wheels  within 
these  limits. 

But  several  years  ago  there  came  a  demand 
for  faster  riding  devices  and  consequently 
more  speed  in  the  operation  of  BIG  ELI 
Wheels.  Our  Engineers  again  took  this  matter 
under  advisement  and  decided  it  was  safe  to 
increase  the  speed  of  wheels  approximately 
as  follows: 

No.  16  BIG  ELI— 33^  R.P.M. 

No.  12  BIG  ELI— 434  R.P.M. 

No.  5  BIG  ELI—       5  R.P.M. 

Thus,  the  engine  and  motor  pulley  sizes 
were  changed  accordingly.  The  standard 
outfits  now  include  power  equipment  that  will 
accomplish  the  speeds  mentioned. 


For  the  safety  of  your  patrons,  safety  of  your 
device  and  the  long  wearing  quality  expected 
of  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  we  do  not  recommend 
running  Wheels  any  faster  than  the  speeds 
mentioned.  Some  owners  and  Wheel  Opera- 
tors run  their  Wheels  six,  seven,  and  eight 
revolutions  per  minute.  That  is  dangerous, 
it  causes  running  parts  to  wear  out  much 
faster  and  in  our  opinion  fails  to  accomplish 
the  desired  riding  effect  for  which  the  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  was  intended.  This  ride  was 
designed  for  a  pleasant,  safe,  scenic  pleasure 
ride.  To  whirl  your  patrons  around  in  the 
atmosphere  so  fast  that  they  are  made  dizzy 
and  sick  by  speed  cannot  but  prove  harmful 
to  your  business. 

Some  owners  and  operators  tell  us  their 
patrons  demand  speed.  In  every  community 
there  a  few  of  the  younger  patrons  who  can't 
get  enough  excitement,  but  a  majority  of  your 
patrons  prefer  a  moderate  ride  for  greater 
enjoyment. 

We  stood  near  a  set  of  fast  moving  duplex 
BIG  ELI  Wheels  during  the  past  season. 
Around  the  Wheels  were  many  middle  aged 
and  older  people  who  we  are  satisfied  would 
have  ridden  had  the  Wheels  been  slowed  down 
to  reasonable  speed.  However,  all  the  riders 
we  saw  in  the  more  than  two  hours  we  were 
there  were  young  people  ranging  in  age  from 
15  to  30  years.  Mothers  were  afraid  for  the 
little  children  to  ride  alone  and  were  them- 
selves not  willing  for  so  wild  a  whirling  as 
these  Wheels  took  them. 

In  making  these  statements  we  are  interest- 
ed in  this  business  for  the  future  as  well  as  the  ; 
present.  Our  claim  that  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
is  the  universal  ride  enjoyed  by  all  sizes  and 
ages  has  in  the  past  been  proven  many,  many 
times.  Everybody  rides  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
operated  at  reasonable  speed.  From  tiny 
babies  to  grandpa  and  grandma  BIG  ELI  is  a 
favorite.   Let's  keep  it  that  way  in  the  future. 

Too  much  speed  is  excessive  and  dangerous. 
Reasonable  speed  is  safe  and  pays  in  dollars 
and  cents. 


Have  you  missed  any  copies  of  BIG  ELI 
NEWS  for  1934?  If  so  ask  for  the  copies 
wanted,  they  will  be  mailed  to  you  at  once 
without  charge. 
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Seal   Bros."   Elephant  Trailer  ready   to   leave  our  Factory   November  26,  1934 


BIG  ELI  Trailer  shown  on  this  page  is  a 
special  built  24  foot  Elephant  Trailer  for 
Seal  Bros.  Circus,  Mr.  Bud  E.  Anderson, 
Manager,  Fredonia,  Kansas. 

This  Trailer  includes  a  heavy  canvas  roof, 

i  steel  sides,  rounding  front  end,  rolling  steel 

i  doors,  ventilators  front  and  rear,  13-inch  drop 

,  frame,  and  the  outfit  was  finished  all  in  alumi- 

I  num  enamel  with  lettering  in  black,  green  and 

red.      Manager   Anderson   of  the   Seal   Bros. 

organization  states  he  expects  to  handle  two 

elephants,  also  several  horses  and  ponies  in 

this  Trailer  during  the  amusement  season. 

The  operating  truck  for  this  Trailer  was 
brought  to  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  on  November 
26  by  drivers  James  Riley  and  Norman 
Anderson.  They  drove  the  truck  and  trailer 
equipment  to  Lancaster,  Missouri  on  Novem- 
ber 27  where  they  loaded  two  elephants  and 
delivered  them  to  the  winter  quarters  of  the 
Seal  Circus  at  Fredonia,  Kansas.  We  are 
proud  of  this  Trailer,  it  was  the  second  BIG 
ELI  Elephant  Trailer  completed  and  shipped 
from  our  Factory  in  a  little  more  than  a  year's 
time.     The  other  one  is  part  of  the  regular 


equipment  for  Russell  Bros.  Circus,  handling 
three  and  four  elephants  regularly  during  the 
outdoor  amusement  season. 

Appearing  in  this  picture  from  left  to  right 
are  Lee  A.  Sullivan,  President  of  ELI 
BRIDGE  COMPANY,  James  Riley  in  the 
driver's  seat,  and  Norman  Anderson,  Son  of 
the  Circus  Manager. 


Machine  Room  Operator  Bill  Lipsmire  con- 
tinues to  show  gradual  improvement  from 
severe  injuries  suffered  in  an  auto  accident 
several  months  ago.  Bill  is  being  cared  for  at 
the  U.  S.  Veterans  Hospital,  Jefferson  Bar- 
racks, Mo.  At  last  reports  he  was  using  a 
wheel  chair,  enjoying  frequent  visits  with 
Buddies  confined  to  the  same  institution. 


BIG  ELI  Employees  enjoyed  a  goose  dinner 
either  Thanksgiving  Day  or  the  Sunday  fol- 
lowing (some  of  us  were  invited  out  for  Thanks- 
giving). The  geese  for  these  big  dinners  were 
a  present  from  the  management  of  our  Com- 
pany and  were  sincerely  appreciated.  Come 
up  and  see  us  sometime  on  Thanksgiving. 


SAFE    TRANSPORTATION 


\ 


\ 


Russell   Bros.   Elephant  Trailer,  A   BIG  ELI   Product 

Many  users  of  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  have  proven  that  well  built  trans- 
portation equipment  pays  in  the  Long  Run. 

Here  are  a  few  BIG  ELI  Trailer  users  who  will  tell  you  what  they  know 
about  this  quality  equipment  (addresses  furnished  on  request). 


RUSSELL  BROTHERS'  CIRCUS 
DEE  LANG  SHOWS 
SOL'S  LIBERTY  SHOWS 
J.  L.  LANDES  SHOWS 
PEARSON  SHOWS 


15  BIG  ELI  UNITS 
6  BIG  ELI  UNITS 
5  BIG  ELI  UNITS 
3  BIG  ELI  UNITS 
3  BIG  ELI  UNITS 


YOUR  Equipment  is  too  valuable  to  be  transported  by  unreliable  Trailers. 
The  best  is  none  too  good  for  you. 

BIG  ELI  Trailers  are  satisfying  other  Amusement  Men — they  will  trans- 
port your  Rides,  Carnival  or  Circus  Outfits  safely. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Builders     of     Dependable    Products    for    35    Vears 

JACKSONVILLE ILLINOIS 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 


OUR  FRONT  COVER 

THE  picture  of  the  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
as  shown  on  this  issue  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS 
as  a  front  cover  photograph  was  recently  sent 
us  by  our  friend  Chas.  A.  Hoffmann  of  Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin.  It  looks  like  a  new  Wheel, 
doesn't  it?  And  yet  Mr.  Hoffmann  bought 
this  No.  16  BIG  ELI  in  1924,  placing  it  at 
State  Fair  Park,  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  So 
when  this  picture  was  taken  the  Wheel  was 
nearing  completion  of  its  eleventh  season  of 
operation.  Mr.  Hoffmann  states  this  picture 
was  taken  at  a  special  Children's  Day  cele- 
bration and  the  popularity  of  the  Wheel  is 
plainly  shown.  The  Scooter  ride  shown  in  the 
back-ground  is  also  the  property  of  Mr. 
Hoffmann. 

In  his  letter  to  us  he  says:  "We  made  a 
special  trip  to  see  the  Wheels  at  the  Chicago 
Century  of  Progress  last  fall.  We  were  very 
much  impressed  with  the  neat  arrangement  of 
the  electric  motor  and  especially  the  short 
belt,  so  we  plan  to  operate  ours  the  same  way 
this  season.  We  came  back  home  well  pleased 
for  what  we  saw  and  immediately  started  to 
make  the  same  changes. 

"We  had  a  large  shed  enclosing  the  Wheel 
motor  and  other  paraphernalia  directly  in 
front  of  our  Skooter  entrance  which  obstructed 
the  view,  so  we  decided  to  do  away  with  this 
shed  entirely,  take  the  motor  off  the  truck  and 
bolt  it  down  to  a  cement  foundation  using  a 
short  belt.  From  what  I  was  told  in  Chicago 
this  worked  out  perfectly,  so  why  not  in 
Milwaukee?" 

We  are  very  pleased  to  make  use  of  this 
picture  and  thank  Mr.  Hoffmann  for  his 
thoughtfulness  in  sending  it  to  us. 

*     *     * 

We  were  recently  favored  with  a  souvenir 
program  for  the  official  opening  of  Oaks 
Park  Roller  Rink  at  Portland,  Oregon.  Man- 
ager E.  H.  Bollinger  sent  us  this  program  and 
the  opening  night  was  February  9,  at  seven 
o'clock.  Their  Roller  Rink  is  a  part  of  Oaks 
Park  of  which  Mr.  Bollinger,  is  Manager — 
so  Roller  Skating  is  the  pre-season  habit  at 
The  Oaks  and  gets  folks  accustomed  to  at- 
tending the  Park  long  before  the  regular  park 
season  opens. 


This  is  our  first  opportunity  through  these 
News  columns  to  acknowledge  the  very  im-  • 
pressive  and  beautiful  Holiday  Greetings  from 
friends.  Coming  at  the  end  of  the  year,  they 
let  us  know  that  many  old  time  friends  still 
remember  us.  Thank  you  very  much,  your 
thoughtfulness  is  appreciated.  .] 

*  *     * 

A  little  note  from  our  long  time  friend  Chas. 
Hohnadle  of  Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania  told 
about  a  six-inch  snow  storm  in  his  locality 
early  in  February.  Mr.  Hohnadle's  letter 
includes  this  statement:  "Hope  this  will  find 
you  and  the  Factory  in  a  hustle  and  bustle 
for  next  season."  We  in  turn  wish  all  of  our 
friends  a  prosperous  business  year. 

>f:       *       * 

Mr.  E.  K.  Fernandez,  amusement  man  of 
Honolulu,  Hawaii  recently  wrote  us  he  was 
back  in  the  States  on  a  short  business  trip. 
Time  did  not  permit  his  stopping  at  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory  as  he  made  business  stops  in 
Kansas  City,  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  and  New 
York.  Mr.  Fernandez  is  constantly  building 
up  his  equipment  which  is  operated  exclusively 
in  the  Orient. 

*  *     * 

While  in  attendance  at  a  Showmen's  Meeting- 
in  Kansas  City  the  end  of  December  we  had  a 
good  visit  with  W.  H.  Hames  of  the  Bill 
Hames  Shows,  Inc.,  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  He 
stated  Theo  Ledel,  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
Hames  Shows  was  so  busy  he  could  not  get 
to  the  Kansas  City  Meeting  this  year. 

*  *     * 

In  a  recent  letter  from  our  old  time  friend  Wm. 
Gause  of  Roann,  Indiana  he  says:  "I  have 
received  the  ELI  NEWS  and  sure  enjoy  every 
line  in  it.  While  I  have  not  been  very  active 
in  advancing  in  the  ride  business  the  last  three 
years,  it  has  been  a  hard  pull  to  keep  on  top, 
making  it  rather  discouraging.  Am  very  much 
in  hopes  that  times  will  turn  out  for  the  better 
from  now  on  for  I  do  want  to  add  some  new 
things  to  my  rides  and  to  do  it  we  must  have 
business." 

Wm.  Gause  is  an  old  timer  in  the  outdoor 
amusement  business,  we  are  always  glad  to 
have  his  comments  on  BIG  ELI  NEWS  and 
riding  device  business  generally. 


t 

5 
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A/.  C.  Ha 


risen 


This  picture  of  Al  C.  Hansen,  Manager  Al  C. 
Hansen  Shows  was  taken  aboard  a  Hamburg- 
American  Line  Steamship  while  Al  was  enroute 
to  Denmark  to  visit  his  Father.  His  statement 
accompanying  the  picture  follows:  "Dear 
[friends:  Just  hitch-hiking  to  Denmark.  Best 
regards  to  all.  Al  C.  Hansen,  General  Delivery, 
Atlantic  Ocean." 

When  Al  got  to  Copenhagen,  Denmark  he 
received  a  royal  welcome  and  sent  us  a  news- 
paper clipping  written  in  Danish.  Through 
an  interpreter  friend  we  learn  the  newspaper 
statements  which  included  Mr.  Hansen's 
ipicture,  indicates  he  left  Denmark  at  the  age 
of  15  to  come  to  U.  S.  A.,  becoming  a  success- 
ful amusement  man  in  this  country  and  has 
now  returned  for  a  visit  with  his  father.  In 
his  younger  years  Al  Hansen  was  elevator  boy 
it  a  Hotel  in  his  home  country. 

Al's  letter  written  in  English  (we  are  grate- 
'ul  for  that)  includes  these  statements:  "They 
ire  just  ten  years  behind  the  U.  S.  Was  also 
n  Germany,  it  looks  like  war  times,  everybody 
n  some  kind  of  uniform  and  I  had  the  pleasure 
)f  being  bawled  out  for  not  giving  the  Nazi 
;alute.   I  enjoy  the  visit  here,  but  give  me  the 


good  old  U.  S.  A.  any  time.  Did  not  realize  I 
had  forgotten  to  talk  Danish  until  I  got  here, 
but  am  having  a  time  trying  to  talk  to  my 
relatives,  my  tongue  is  raw  from  twisting  it. 
Hope  this  finds  the  ELI  family  in  best  of 
health,  best  regards  to  all,  I  remain  your 
friend,  Al  C." 

We  may  at  some  future  time  get  a  complete 
story  from  Mr.  Hansen  regarding  his  visit  in 
Denmark  and  if  so  will  tell  you  more  about  it 
in  later  issues  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS. 

*  *     * 

Mr.  L.  G.  Daglow,  Columbus,  Ohio  writes  he 
expects  to  open  the  1935  amusement  season 
some  time  in  May  and  will  operate  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  in  the  vicinity  of  Pittsburgh 
as  in  past  years. 

*  * 
T.  P.  Gifford  who  spent  the  winter  months  in 
Hot  Springs,  Arkansas  writes  to  tell  us  he  is 
back  home  in  Grundy  Center,  Iowa  preparing 
to  ready  his  amusement  equipment  for  the 
1935  season.  He  reports  enjoying  a  most 
pleasant  vacation  at  the  Arkansas  winter 
resort. 

*  *     * 

Mr.  Jerry  Doyle  of  Phoenix,  Arizona  is  a  new 
member  of  the  BIG  ELI  Family.  He  recently 
purchased  a  BABY  ELI  Wheel  that  was 
formerly  owned  by  A.  Glenn  Miller.  Mr. 
Doyle  is  a  prominent  business  man  in  the 
City  of  Phoenix.  We  are  glad  to  have  him 
join  the  BIG  ELI  Family. 

*  *     * 

Ride  owner  Hal  Graham  writes  us  from 
Cotton  Plant,  Arkansas  that  he  and  Mrs. 
Graham  are  enroute  from  Meridian,  Mis- 
sissippi to  Illinois.  They  probably  will  reach 
their  destination  early  in  March.  Hal  states 
he  will  make  public  his  1935  plans  in  the  very 
near  future.  He  expects  his  riding  devices — 
BIG  ELI  No.  5  and  Allan  Herschell  Merry-go- 
round  to  be  in  active  operation  this  year. 

*  *     * 

The  latest  member  of  BIG  ELI  Trailer  family 
is  Mr.  F.  E.  Gooding,  Manager  the  F.  E. 
Gooding  Amusement  Company  of  Columbus, 
Ohio.  Mr.  Gooding  has  given  us  his  order  for 
a  twenty-foot  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  and  will 
take  delivery  April  20th  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory.  F.  E.  Gooding  is  an  owner  of  ex- 
tensive amusement  riding  devices  and  we 
hope  as  time  goes  on  he  will  add  other  BIG 
ELI  Semi-Trailers  for  the  transportation  of 
this  equipment. 
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N.  E.   Bharucha 

1876-1934 

It  is  with  considerable  sadness  that  we  re- 
port the  death  of  our  long  time  triend  and 
customer,  N.  E.  Bharucha  of  Bombay,  India. 
The  late  W.  E.  Sullivan  had  extensive  cor- 
respondence with  Mr.  Bharucha  at  the  time 
and  following  our  business  dealings  with  him. 
They  became  fast  friends  and  on  the  passing 
of  Mr.  Sullivan,  N.  E.  Bharucha  wrote  us  a 
sincere  letter  of  sympathy. 

Now  another  old  established  BIG  ELI 
customer  has  crossed  that  dark  river  to  that 
other  land  from  which  no  traveler  returns. 

We  can  do  no  better  than  to  reprint  the 
letter  from  Mr.  Bharucha's  eldest  son,  Pervez, 
who  has  taken  up  their  amusement  interests 
where  his  father  left  off. 

"Bombay,  India, 
21st  December  1934. 
Dear  Sirs: 

"You  will  be  very  sorry  to  learn  of  the  sad 
death  of  my  father  Mr.  N.  E.  Bharucha  who 
passed  away  on  25th  of  November  at  12 
o'clock  midnight  after  a  short  illness  of  about 
five  days.  Though  he  was  a  sufferer  for  the 
last  ten  years  he  was  pulling  on  quite  well 


up  to  a  few  days  before  his  death  when  his 
case  was  complicated  and  his  heart  failed.  He 
has  left  a  widow  and  eight  children  grieving 
after  him. 

"He  was  the  owner  of  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  No. 
12  which  he  ran  for  twenty  years  in  Bombay 
and  various  other  places,  and  which  he  loved 
like  one  of  his  sons.  He  was  always  advising 
me  to  continue  with  the  running  of  the  BIG 
ELI  which  I  most  positively  am  going  to  do. 
I  am  his  eldest  son  and  was  helping  him  with 
his  work  for  the  last  so  many  years. 

"He  was  born  58  years  ago  in  Broach  and 
after  acquiring  technical  and  engineering 
education  he  joined  the  mill  industry  in 
which  he  did  not  remain  for  a  long  time.  Then 
he  opened  a  theatrical  company,  ran  it  for 
ten  years  when  one  day  he  saw  an  advertise- 
ment of  Eli  Bridge  Co.  in  an  American  maga- 
zine. He  immediately  sent  for  particulars 
of  the  BIG  ELI,  ordered  it  out  in  1914  and 
was  running  it  up  to  recently.  He  has  kept 
the  Wheel  in  perfect  condition  because  he 
was  looking  after  it  personally  and  never  left 
repairs  undone. 

Thanking  you. 

Yours  faithfully, 

P.  N.  Bharucha."  i 


D.  W.  Leslie's  seven-car  Tilt-a-Whirl  is  booked 
with  Kaus  United  Shows  for  the  1935  amuse- 
ment season  and  in  a  recent  letter  from  Tillie 

E.  Kaus,  Secretary  she  says:  "Mr.  Leslie  has 
booked  his  Tilt-a-Whirl  with  us  and  we  feel 
very  sure  he  will  have  a  good  season  as  we 
have  never  had  a  Tilt-a-Whirl  with  us  before. 
We  have  a  good  route  of  Southern  Fairs,  at 
the  present  time  having  ten  contracted." 

It  is  reported  from  reliable  sources  that 
Kaus  United  Shows  will  have  a  real  Midway 
this  year.  The  rides  will  include  Duplex  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  and  the  Tilt-a-Whirl  as  mentioned 
above. 

*  *  * 
Members  of  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  Family 
desire  to  thank  J.  P.  Bolt  and  R.  H.  Work  for 
gifts  of  pecans  received  during  the  Holiday 
season.  Also  Wm.  G.  Dumas  of  the  Happyland 
Shows  who  sent  us  a  basket  of  Florida  fruit 
consisting  of  oranges,  lemons,  tangerines, 
grapefruit  and  kumquats.  Your  thoughtful- 
ness  is  very  much  appreciated  and  these  gifts 
were  enjoyed  by  BIG  ELI  employees. 
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J.  S.  Bullock  of  Bullock  Park  Attractions  is 
spending  a  short  winter  season  in  quarters  at 
Langley,  South  Carolina.  Mr.  Bullock  expects 
to  open  the  season  with  three  rides,  and  a  num- 
ber of  concessions  in  Langley  the  first  week 
in  March,  operating  in  southeastern  territory. 
He  states  they  are  painting  two  rides  now  in 
winter  quarters.  Merry-go-round  and  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  and  will  be  ready  for  the  1935 
season  when  opening  time  arrives. 

sf:  *  * 
This  statement  of  appreciation  is  for  our 
friend  Rev.  Doc  Waddell,  Chaplain  of  the 
Big  State  Shows,  Houston,  Texas  who 
recently  conducted  a  "Service  of  the  Dawn," 
in  memory  of  the  late  W.  E.  Sullivan,  inventor 
of  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  In  this  service 
conducted  at  Houston  at  the  break  of  day, 
Chaplain  Waddell  spoke  this  memory  tribute: 

Had  Heart  of  Gold 

"In  this  hour  of  dawn  we  almost  see  our 
absent  friend — W.  E.  Sullivan.  What  a 
heritage  he  has  left  behind.  Not  one  has 
naught  but  kindness  of  him  to  say.  He  never 
harmed  or  hurt  a  soul.  He  met  the  Grim 
Reaper  as  he  lived — peacefully,  with  a  smile, 
lovingly,  attuned  to  "Thy  will  be  done."  His 
noble  qualities  live.  His  exemplary  earthly 
existence  leaves  deep  and  lasting  impresson 
upon  all  around.  In  his  stretch  of  human  life 
he  accomplished  much.  He  has  left  in  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  loved  ones  and  friends,  an 
eternal  impress  upon  the  great  show  world, 
the  sacred  feeling  that  he  contributed  to  the 
benefit  of  mankind  by  his  good  works.   There 

j  was  MAN-SEED  in  his  existence,  which  is 

1  now  multiplying  itself. 

"Oh,  that  we  could  sow  the  world  with  men 
possessing  the  ideas  and  ideals  of  W.  E. 
Sullivan.  He  stood  against  the  crowd.  He  had 

,  the  passion  to  invent,  originate,  build,  and 
aid.  He  knew  he  had  strength  to  lift,  and  that 
he  would  have  great  lifting  power  in  the 
circling  wheels — the   BIG   ELIS — that   have 

!  and  will  continue  to  amuse  and  thrill  amuse- 
ment seeking  multitudes  down  to  the  end  of 

^  human  time.    Our  dead  was  thorough-bred 

;  and  never  recognized  a  handicap.  He  never 
stopped  this  side  of  second  or  third  prize.  In 
all  matters  he  was  the  leading  contestant. 
And  yet  a  "silent  man" — silent  as  the  grave 
about  his  marked  achievements.  His  pro- 
ficiency left  the  field  far  behind.  He  was 
truly  great,  therefore  very  humble. 


"He  lived  long  enough  to  'win  out.'  Added 
years  could  only  have  added  'material.'  His 
character  possessed  when  in  the  Hesh  and 
raptured  with  the  world  and  which  remains 
our  heritage  was  and  is  his  real  career.  The 
whirr  and  circling  thrill  of  Ferris  W'heels 
everywhere  proclaim  him  'gone  on'  with  high 
ideals  unlowered.  Friend  Sullivan  has  passed 
into  the  darkness  of  the  shadow,  clear-eyed 
and  unafraid  with  Hope  and  Faith,  beckoning 
on. 

"He  has  climbed  the  heights  eternal  and 
stands  firmly  at  the  top  of  'Just  Away'." 

*  >tf     * 

A  letter  recently  from  our  friend  Arthur 
W^ilbur  of  North  Adams,  Massachusetts 
indicates  a  .slow  but  steady  improvement  in 
his  physical  condition  and  he  is  hoping  at 
least  during  a  part  of  the  1935  season  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  being  with  his  riding  devices. 
Mr.  Wilbur  is  still  confined  to  the  North 
Adams  Hospital,  but  states  he  is  able  to  be 
up  a  good  part  of  the  day  and  the  fact  that  he 
was  able  to  write  us  a  letter  made  us  feel  very 
good.  Arthur  Wilbur's  many  friends  are 
hoping  for  his  ultimate  recovery. 

*  *     * 

Mr.  W.  L.  Weiseman  of  Virginia  Amusement 
Company  reports  unfavorable  weather  condi- 
tions in  the  Southeast  this  winter,  including 
much  rain  and  cold  weather.  Business  has 
been  very  light,  but  he  is  looking  forward  to 
regular  1935  amusement  season  with  anticipa- 
tion of  marked  improvement  over  last  year. 

The  Great  Sutton  Shows  will  open  the  1935 
season  April  6th.  Midway  attractions  will 
include  1935  model  seven-car  Tilt-a-Whirl 
which  will  be  shipped  to  Manager  F.  M. 
Sutton  on  March  20th. 

Mr.  Maxwell,  truck  driver  for  Mrs.  Judith 
Solomon  arrived  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  and 
took  delivery  of  Mrs.  Solomon's  24-foot  BIG 
ELI  Semi-Trailer  chassis  January  14th.  It 
was  powered  with  a  new  Chevrolet  truck. 
Maxwell  left  early  in  the  morning  of  the  15th 
for  Sol's  Liberty  Shows  winter  quarters  at 
Caruthersville,  Missouri. 

Earl  A.  Reid,  Manager  Reid  Greater  Shows, 
reports  his  amusement  company  will  open  the 
1935  season  at  Denmark,  South  Carolina  on 
March  16th. 
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BIG  ELI  No.  5,  India 

THESE  two  pictures  showing  the  primitive 
and  modern  were  sent  us  by  our  friend  O. 
D.  Harder  of  Happyland  United  States 
Amusement  Company  of  Karachi,  Sind,  India. 
The  modern  Wheel  shows  Mr.  Harder's 
BIG  ELI  No.  5  which  he  operates  with  other 
amusement  equipment  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Karachi.  The  native  Wheel  was  taken  in 
that  city,  giving  some  idea  of  the  inventive 
genius  and  fun  loving  character  of  the  Indian 
people. 

*  *  * 
John  F.  Reid  of  Happyland  Shows  in  writing 
us  recently  from  Gibsonton,  Florida  reports  a 
good  visit  with  his  partner  Mr.  Wm.  G.  Dumas 
who  has  a  home  in  Gibsonton.  Mr.  Reid 
states  following  the  Michigan  Fair  Secretaries 
Meeting  that  he  and  Bob  Buckley,  Secretary 
of  the  Bad  Axe,  Michigan  Fair,  returned  to 
Florida  with  Bill  Dumas  and  they  were  having 
a  fine  time  getting  around  over  the  Sunshine 
State  including  in  their  travels  a  day  at  the 
big  Tampa,  Florida,  celebration. 

In  closing  his  letter  Mr.  Reid  says:  "The 
Show  will  open  Decoration  Day  and  to  date 
hree    still  dates — one  celebration  and  seven 


Primitive  Ferris  Wheel,  India 

Fairs  are  contracted.  Two  other  Fairs  are 
pending." 

Noble  C.  and  Viola  Fairly  write  from  Houston, 
Texas  that  Kennies  Bros.  Shows  will  open  in 
that  state  about  the  middle  of  March  and 
gradually  work  into  northern  territory.  The 
Fairly  rides  BIG  ELI  No.  5,  Tilt-a-Whirl, 
Chairplane,  will  be  on  the  Hennies  Bros. 
Midway  for  the  coming  season  and  Mr. 
Fairly  is  General  Agent  of  the  Show.  Mrs. 
Fairly  will  be  back  on  the  show  managing  the 
riding  device  equipment. 

Another  recent  addition  to  the  BIG  ELI 
Family  of  Wheel  owners  is  Mr.  Joseph  Diehl 
of  Los  Angeles,  California.  He  bought  a  No. 
12  BIG  ELI  Wheel  from  the  Victor  D. 
Levitt  estate.  Welcome  to  the  BIG  ELI 
Family,   Mr.  Diehl. 

*     *     * 

BIG  ELI  Owner  Arthur  Curl  of  Fremont, 
Nebraska  writes  he  is  just  refinishing  his  BIG 
ELI  Seats  and  ticket  office  in  white  enamel 
and  although  the  ride  is  a  1921  model  the 
equipment  can  hardly  be  told  from  new. 
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Louis  J.  ISlieberle's  Rides  in  Florida 


This  picture  shows  Louis  J.  Nieberle's  Florida 
Amusement  Company,  including  BIG  ELI 
No.  5,  large  organ  and  seven  car  Tilt-a-Whirl. 
Mr.  Nieberle  reports  winter  business  in  the 
South  not  so  hot,  but  showing  some  im- 
provement as  weather  conditions  get  better. 
Louis  J.  Nieberle  is  a  loyal  member  of  the 
BIG  ELI  Family  and  a  real  booster  for  the 
BIG  ELI  Wheel.  If  hard  work,  and  attention 
to  business  brings  success  then  Mr.  Nieberle 
certainly  will  get  there. 


J.  J.  CoUey  Shows  desire  to  book  a  good  Merry- 
go-round  for  the  1935  season.  Mr.  CoUey 
states  he  desires  a  good  ride  with  plenty  of 
lights  and  music,  the  owner  to  furnish  his  own 
transportation.  Attractive  terms  offered  the 
right  party.  Address  J.  J.  Colley  Shows, 
Box  1335,  Minco,  Oklahoma. 

The  above  statement  is  made  as  a  part  of 
our  BIG  ELI  booking  service  as  Mr.  Colley 
is  one  of  our  customers.  We  print  this  state- 
ment for  him  free  as  we  carry  no  paid  outside 
advertisements  in  BIG  ELI  NEWS. 


'T'HE  following  Parks  and  Amusement  Companies  want  to  book  BIG  ELI  WHEELS  and 
■^  Tilt-A-Whirls  for  the  season  of  1935.  We  do  not  guarantee  these  locations  other  than 
:o  give  their  names,  addresses  and  such  data  as  has  been  furnished  us.  (Ask  us  for  information 
m  file.) 


BIG  ELI  WHEELS 
Corey  Greater  Shows 
Great  Southern  Shows 


TILT-A-WHIRLS 

Bright  Light  Shows 

0.  J.  Bach  Shows,  Inc. 


NOTICE  TO  PARKS  AND  AMUSEMENT  COMPANIES 

^This  list  will  reappear  in  BIG  ELI  NEWS  issues  of  March-April  and  May-June.  Send  for 
booking  Coupon  and  ask  to  be  placed  on  our  Booking  list.  There  is  no  charge  for  this  service. 
ust  state  whether  you  desire  to  book  a  BIG  ELI  WHEEL  or  Tilt-A-Whirl,  that  the 
iroper  booking  coupon  may  be  sent  to  you.  Each  year  we  bring  many  Ride  Owners  in  touch 
.ith  Location  Managers  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  both  contracting  parties. 
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A  bi-monthly  magazine  for  the  benefit  of  those 
interested  in  the  riding  device  business.  For 
ten  years ,  this  magazine  was  called  The 
OPTIMIST.  Now  there  is  nothing  new  but 
the  name.  BIG  ELI  is  our  registered  trade 
mark,  hence,  BIG  ELI  NEWS  is  protected 
by  the  use  of  the  words  BIG  ELI.  The 
magazine,  supporting  clean  amusements,  pub- 
lished in  the  interest  of  ELI  BRIDGE 
COMPANY,  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  U.  S.  A. 
Builders   of   the    Famous   BIG    ELI    Wheel. 

LEE   A.   SULLIVAN President 

J.  L.  SULLIVAN Vice  President 

L.  L.  SULLIVAN Secretary-Treasurer 

BEN.  O.  ROODHOUSE Sales  Manager 

EDITORIAL 

LOYALTY 

T'\  THAT  an  important  part  it  plays  in  our 
^^  personal  and  business  lives.  Any  indivi- 
dual or  company  to  be  successful  must  have  a 
loyalty  of  purpose  that  cannot  be  side-tracked 
no  matter  what  may  happen. 

During  the  month  in  which  this  is  written  we 
celebrate  birthdays  of  two  eminent  Americans 
— Abraham  Lincoln  and  George  Washington. 
Both  had  that  determined  loyalty  of  purpose 
that  carried  through  their  lives. 

During  many  years  of  Lincoln's  life  he 
suffered  hardships.  Lack  of  schooling,  neces- 
sity of  getting  his  education  through  personal 
reading  and  actual  experiences.  During  all  of 
these  years  he  continued  loyal  to  his  purpose 
and  never  once  changed  his  tactics.  He  be- 
came a  prominent  lawyer  of  Springfield, 
Illinois,  a  legislator,  member  of  Congress  and 
finally  President  of  the  United  States.  To 
know  more  of  Lincoln's  Loyalty  of  purpose 
read  this — one  of  his  greatest  statements: 

"I  know  there  is  a  God,  and  that  He  hates 
the  injustice  of  slavery.  I  see  the  storm  com- 
ing, and  I  know  that  His  hand  is  in  it.  If  He 
has  a  place  and  a  work  for  me,  and  I  think  He 
has,  I  believe  I  am  ready.    I  am  nothing,  but 


truth  is  everything.  I  know  I  am  right, 
because  I  know  that  liberty  is  right,  for 
Christ  teaches  it,  and  Christ  is  God." 

Suppose  George  Washington,  during  that 
awful  winter  at  Valley  Forge  had  lost  his 
loyalty  of  purpose,  and  resigned  his  position 
as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Continental 
Armies.  What  would  have  happened  to  our 
Country?  There  would  have  been  no  success- 
ful victorious  ending  to  the  Revolutionary 
War  and  the  whole  history  of  our  country 
would  have  been  tragically  changed. 
LOYALTY  of  these  men  was  an  outstanding 
characteristic. 

During  the  past  few  years  we  have  all 
passed  through  some  very  difficult  times,  but 
by  remaining  loyal  one  to  the  other  and  help- 
ing each  other  all  we  could  we  have  in  the  past 
two  years  come  quite  far  out  of  these  below 
normal  conditions.  One  great  writer  has  said, 
"united  we  stand,  divided  we  fall."  So  this 
standing  together,  and  exercising  loyalty  has 
cemented  us  more  closely  to  many,  many 
friends. 

Some  time  ago  one  of  our  good  customers 
expressed  his  feelings  this  way: 

"We  hope  your  business  is  better.  You  have 
helped  Show  people  in  the  good  old  days  and 
if  you  get  business  it  is  sure  you  can  help  them 
again.  Why  should  I  buy  Trailers  outside  of 
the  Family?  As  business  gets  better  you  will 
prosper  also. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Frank  Burke." 

Frank  had  purchased  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
of  us  a  number  of  years  ago,  more  recently  a 
Tilt-a- Whirl  and  since  he  wrote  the  foregoing 
statement  (as  also  mentioned  in  another  part 
of  this  magazine)  he  has  purchased  and  taken  i 
home  with  him  to  Arizona  two  24-foot  BIG 
ELI  Semi-Trailers.  Thus  he  has  proved  the 
loyalty  he  mentions  and  we  sincerely  appreciate 
his  very  kindly  feeling  and  expressions  toward 
us. 

It  was  interesting  to  us  in  checking  our  1934 
contracts  to  see  that  72',  of  BIG  ELI  equip- 
ment sold  last  year  was  to  customers  with 
whom  we  have  had  previous  business  dealings. 
Only  28' ,  of  our  contract  sales  were  to  new 
customers.  So  far  in  1935,  77 '7  of  our  con« 
tracts  are  with  customers  to  whom  we  have 
sold  equipment  before  and  only  23^',  to  new 
customers.  This  proves  a  point  of  loyalty 
beyond  question  of  doubt. 
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DUPLEX     BIG     ELI    WHEELS 


Proof  of  the  Popu- 
larity of  DUPLEX 
BIG  ELI  WHEELS 
was  shown  on  a 
number  of  Mid- 
ways during  the 
1934  Season. 

Following  is  a  com- 
parison of  one 
week's  work  in  1933 
and  the  same  week 
a  year  later. 


1933  SINGLE 
WHEEL 

Gross  for  the  week, 
$296.30. 

1934  DUPLEX 
WHEELS 

Gross  for  the  week, 
$618.90. 


Another  Owner  reports  Gross  Receipts  in  1933  on  one  wheel $4,585.40 

1934  Season  with  DUPLEX  WHEELS  his  Gross  Receipts  were        $7,802.70 

INCREASE  FOR  1934    $3,217.30 

It  will  pay  you  to  operate  Duplex  BIG  ELI  WHEELS  on  your  Midway 
this  year. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Builders     of     Dependable     Products    for    35     Years 


JACKSONVILLE 


ILLINOIS 
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BIG  ELI  TALKS 


Riveting  BIG  ELI  Semi'Trailer  Franxes 


AN  OUTLOOK  for  more  extensive  use  of 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  in  1935  is  now 
quite  favorable.  Orders  already  received  and 
some  deliveries  made  with  other  business 
pending  looks  like  a  good  Trailer  year.  Since 
1932  when  we  entered  the  Trailer  business  the 
number  of  our  sales  have  shown  an  increase 
each  year.  1934  was  by  far  the  best  recorded 
to  date,  but  we  expect  to  considerably  sur- 
pass that  in  1935. 

If  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  were  showing 
defects  or  were  failing  to  do  the  work  for 
which  they  are  built  these  continuous  increases 
in  number  of  sales  could  not  continue  and  we 
would  have  no  right  to  expect  them.  But  BIG 
ELI  Trailers  are  making  good  and  here  are 
some  very  definite  reasons  why  they  meet  the 
requirements  of  heavy,  bulky  loads  placed  on 
them  by  outdoor  amusement  men. 

Structural  Steel  Frame 

Since  BIG  ELI  Trailers  were  designed  we 
have  been  telling  you  about  the  all-steel 
underframe,  no  wood  below  the  floor  con- 
struction. The  accompanying  picture  gives 
you  some  idea  of  our  method  of  building  up 


the  frames  of  these  Trailers.  We  use  only 
structural  steel.  That's  because  we  have  been 
in  this  business  for  thirty-five  years,  and  know 
the  stresses  and  strains  of  structural  material 
understanding  from  long  years  of  experience 
that  structural  steel  properly  fabricated  and 
hot  riveted  has  a  given  tensile  strength  and 
there  is  no  guess  work  about  it.  Ample  flexi- 
bility and  yet  guaranteed  strength  to  carry  the 
load  for  which  the  Frames  are  constructed,      f 

Floor  boards  run  lengthways,  are  con- 
tinuous without  splice  and  are  bolted  direct  to 
cross  floor  angles.  The  flat  side  of  a  "T"  iron  ^ 
between  the  separation  of  each  board  in  the 
floor  gives  added  durability  when  loading  and 
unloading  of  riding  device  equipment  and 
protects  the  flooring. 

13-Leaf  Springs 

We  use  thirteen-leaf  Silico- Manganese  steel 
springs.  These  spring  leaves  are  ^^-irich  thick 
and  3  inches  wide.  They  are  constructed  of 
the  best  spring  material  procurable. 

Timken  Tubular  Axle 

A  genuine  four-inch  Timken  Tubular  Axle, 
with    standard    Timken    Roller    Bearings    is 
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Partially  finished  Trailers,  BIG   ELI  Factory 


placed  under  every  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer. 
We  could  use  a  beam  type  of  solid  steel  axle 
at  less  cost  than  the  Timken  Tubular  equip- 
ment. But  extensive  tests  have  proven  the 
Timken  Axle  of  Tubular  design  is  the  strongest 
and  most  practical  outfit  ever  placed  in  service 
up  to  date.  BIG  ELI  equipment  will  always 
contain  the  very  best  in  material  and  work- 
manship possible  to  put  into  it  and  that's  why 
we  use  Timken  Tubular  Axles. 
Budd   Steel   Wheels  and   Firestone  Tires 

Budd  heavy  duty  steel  wheels  and  dual 
Firestone  Tires  are  standard  equipment.  Here 
is  another  place  where  we  could  cheapen  the 
cost  of  BIG  ELI  Trailers,  but  experience  has 
proven  that  first  grade  standard  tires  are  the 
best  investment  in  the  long  run. 
Bendix  Brakes  with  Vacuum  Air  Controls 

Bendix  built-in  brakes,  16-inch  diameter  by 
2 '  2-inch  face  are  controlled  by  B-K  two-line 
vacuum  air  system.  Brakes  that  have  been 
proven  over  and  over  as  efficient,  reliable  and 


practical.     Ample   brakeing   surface   controls 
the    Trailer    when    fully    loaded. 

Our  second  picture  shows  some  partially 
completed  Trailers  in  the  BIG  ELI  Factory. 
We  are  building  up  a  stock  preparatory  for 
taking  care  of  Trailer  orders  and  hope  to  be 
able  to  supply  you  as  Trailers  are  wanted  for 
the  coming  season. 

In  closing  let  us  say,  with  the  all-steel 
underframing,  simple  type  of  fifth  wheel,  all 
malleable  castings,  heavy  duty  springs, 
Timken  Axle,  Budd  Wheels,  Firestone  Tires, 
Bendix  Brakes  and  B-K  controls,  BIG  ELI 
Semi-Trailers  will  give  years  of  satisfactory 
service.  They  are  backed  by  thirty-five  years 
of  experience  in  the  outdoor  amusement  manu- 
facturing business. 

Transport  your  riding  devices  and  other 
show  equipment  safely  with  BIG  ELI  Trailers. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Ben  O.  Roodhouse, 
Sales  Manager. 
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DUPLEX     BIG     ELI    WHEELS 


Duplex  BIG  ELI 

WHEELS  have 

shown  profits 

in  all  sections 

of  our  country. 

Will    your  Midway 
include  Duplex 

BIG  ELIS 
for  1935? 


A  NUMBER  of  features  well  worth  con- 
■^*-  sidering  will  help  make  Duplex  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  attractive  on  an  Amusement 
Midway. 

Not  the  least  of  these  is  proper  location  of 
these  Wheels  on  the  Midway.  Should  they 
be  placed  side  by  side  or  put  in  different 
locations?  If  located  together  should  they  be 
at  the  entrance,  in  the  middle,  or  at  the  back 
of  the  Midway? 

There  is  only  one  answer  to  the  first  question 
and  that  is  in  carrying  TWO  BIG  ELI 
WHEELS  they  SHOULD  ALWAYS  BE 
DUPLEXED,  unless  size  and  shape  of  the 
Midway  absolutely  make  it  impossible  to  put 
them  together.  In  this  connection  also  the 
experience  of  Wheel  owners  has  definitely 
proven  that  from  the  money-earning  stand- 
point duplexing  arrangement  is  the  only  practi- 
cal system. 


The  advantage  of  placing  two  Wheels  at 
the  back  of  the  Midway  is  to  give  to  patrons 
a  full  view  of  the  entire  Midway.  In  this  way 
you  also  get  maximum  returns  from  electric 
lighting  effects  on  the  Wheels  which  advertises 
the  Midway  favorably,  also  the  Wheels  them- 
selves. 

The  booking  power  of  Duplex  Wheels  over 
a  single  Wheel  is  worth  considering.  When 
you  tell  a  Fair  Secretary  you  will  have  Duplex 
BIG  ELI  Wheels,  with  plenty  of  light,  it 
helps  to  convince  him  that  you  have  a  modern 
up  to  the  minute  show. 

Two  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheels  take  up  no 
more  loading  or  ground  space  than  many 
large  single  rides.  These  Wheels  complete 
with  power  equipment  weigh  24,810  pounds 
and  that's  less  than  some  of  the  big  rides  on 
many  Midways.  Then  the  cost  of  two  Wheels 
is  less  than  one  single  large  ride  and  dollars 
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and  cents  costs  in  tnis  day  and  age  really  is  an 
important  factor.  With  two  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  you  have  a  total  nominal  trip  capacity 
of  48  adults.  Very  few  of  even  the  larger 
rides  can  offer  a  favorable  comparison. 

But,  after  all,  the  results  of  Duplex  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  must  be  judged  by  an  additional 
amount  of  gross  receipts  that  reaches  the  office 
at  check-up  time  every  night.  Unless  two 
Wheels  add  enough  gross  receipts  to  pay 
their  extra  transportation,  operating  cost  and 
a  net  profit  besides,  they  do  not  justify  the 
extra  expense.  Is  that  possible  on  the  average 
medium  size  Amusement  Midway?  The 
answer  is  found  in  some  of  our  customers' 
experiences  of  1934. 

Five  consecutive  weekly  reports  of  Duplex 
No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheels  in  Central  West 
territory  during  the  summer  of  1934. 


Total 

Average 

Week 

Operating 

gross 

daily 

ending 

days 

receipts 

receipts 

August  17 

5 

$633.95 

$126.79 

August  25 

6 

416.00 

69.00 

August  31 

5 

405.70 

81.14 

September 

7 

5 

595.70 

119.14 

September  15 

6 

623.25 

103.87 

Five  continuous  weeks  with  Duplex  No. 
5  BIG  ELI  Wheels  in  a  Southern  State. 

Total  Average 

Week             Operating  gross  daily 

ending                days  receipts  receipts 

September  22        6  $586.90  $  97.81 

September  29        6  852.20  142.03 

October    6             6  715.20  119.20 

October  13             6  552.20  92.03 

October  20             6  503.20  83.86 

Compared  with  reports  of  a  single  No.  5 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  in  1933  Duplex  No.  5  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  in  the  same  territory  in  1934 
show  the  following  results: 

Gross  receipts,  1933 $4585.40 

Gross  receipts,  1934 7802.70 

Increase  for  1934 3217.30 

*     *     * 

Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels  do  pay  their  way 
in  appearance,  lighting  effect,  and  increased 
receipts,  sufficient  to  justify  all  extra  expenses 
plus  a  reasonable  profit. 

Will  you  have  Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
for  1935  at  your  celebrations  and  Fairs?  Let 
us  tell  you  how  easy  it  is  to  add  another 
BIG  ELI  to  your  present  equipment. 


PAINT     UP     TIME     IS     HERE 

Following  are  up-to-date  prices  on  paints  for  BIG  ELI  WHEELS.  Order  your 
requirements  from  this  list. 

ELI  Special  Aluminum  Enamel,  gallon $3.65 

(Liquid  and  powder  shipped  in  separate  cans  with  directions  for 
mixing.   We  will  ship  ready  mixed  on  request.) 

Eli  Aluminum  Bronzing  Powder,  1^4  lb.  can 1.80 

Eli  Bronzing  Liquid,  gallon 1 .85 

Orange  Yellow  Color  Varnish,  gallon 3.25 

Gray  primer  for  steel,  gallon 4.00 

Black  Pantasote  upholstering  refinish,  quart 1.25 

O'Brien  Green  Color  and  Varnish,  quart 2.00 

O'Brien  Red  Color  and  vafnish,  quart 2.00 

Master  Varnish,  clear,  quart 1-65 

Master  Varnish,  clear,  in  gallon  cans 5.50 

Gray  Power  Unit  Enamel,  quart 90 

Two  and  one-half  inch.  Blue  shade,  gold  transfer  numbers  for  seats: 

For  No.  16  Wheel,  per  set 4.60 

For  No.  5  or  No.  12  Wheels,  per  set 3.60 

For  No.  10  Wheel,  per  set 2.65 
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THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 


SOME  DON'TS  FOR  RIDE  OPERATORS 

T^ON'T  try  to  oil  up  and  wipe  the  operating 
*^  parts  with  your  ride  running.  Some  very 
serious  accidents  have  been  caused  by  opera- 
tors attempting  to  do  this. 

One  Wheel  operator  we  know  of  was  at- 
tempting to  fill  grease  cups  with  the  ride 
running.  The  cable  caught  his  gloved  hand, 
pulled  it  into  the  idler  sheave  and  quickly 
removed  several  fingers. 

Another  ride  operator  was  up  overhead  in  a 
Merry-go-round  oiling  crank  shafts  with  the 
ride  operating.  He  became  entangled  in  the 
gears  and  was  seriously  injured. 

Need  we  say  more  regarding  this  very 
objectionable  habit? 

*  *     * 

DON'T  attempt  to  fill  the  gasoline  tank 
with  the  engine  running.  That  is  a  practical 
suggestion  for  the  Operator  of  any  machine, 
whether  it  be  the  power  outfit  of  a  riding 
device  or  an  automobile.  Some  very  serious 
results  have  come  from  such  careless  practice. 
Do  not  endanger  the  lives  of  yourself  and  your 
patrons  by  trying  to  save  a  few  minutes'  time 
pouring  gasoline  into  a  running  engine.  Shut 
tlie  engine  down  and  if  necessary  allow  it  to 
cool  off  a  few  minutes  before  going  near  it  with 
a  can  of  gasoline.  Here  is  a  place  where 
CAUTION  REALLY  PAYS. 

*  *     * 

DON'T  expect  to  stay  on  a  job  very  long  if 
you  persist  in  the  drinking  habit.  You  are 
responsible  for  the  care,  upkeep  and  proper 
operation  of  an  amusement  device  catering 
to  the  public.  Unless  you  are  at  all  times  in  a 
sober  mental  and  physical  condition  you 
cannot  properly  do  that. 

Your  employer  has  no  control  over  you  dur- 
ing hours  when  you  are  off  duty.  But  he  has 
the  right  to  require  that  you  be  in  proper 
physical  and  mental  condition  during  working 
hours,  and  you  cannot  keep  fit  if  you  are  either 
a  steady  or  spasmodic  drinker. 

*  *     * 

DON'T  visit  with  local  girls  during  working 
hours.  Dating  local  girls  soon  gets  you  a 
reputation  as  a  "chaser."  To  have  local  girls 
hanging  around  your  ride  is  bad  practice.  It 
gives  the  entire  Midway  a  bad  reputation  and 
loses  money  for  the  ride  owner.  Under  such 
circumstances  you  are  responsible. 


DON'T  expect  patronage  of  the  best  class  of 
people  of  each  community  unless  you  keep 
neat  and  clean. 

More  and  more  we  can  see  the  necessity  of 
riding  device  operators  being  uniformed  in 
Coats  and  Caps  to  match,  or  special  Unionalls, 
kept  laundered  and  frequently  changed  for 
fresh  outfits. 

This  practice  is  winning  added  favor  with 
riding  device  owners  all  the  time. 

We  talked  with  a  ride  owner  just  recently 
who  told  us  all  his  ride  operators  would  be 
uniformed  the  coming  year  and  these  uniforms 
would  be  owned  by  the  management  who 
would  have  them  laundered  frequently.  Thus 
all  operators  will  be  neat  and  clean  during 
operating  hours. 

*  >(c     * 

Whether  you  operate  a  BIG  ELI  W^heel, 
Merry-go-round,  Chairplane,  Tilt-a-Whirl  or 
some  other  device  it  will  pay  you  to  think 
about  these  things. 

We  have  seen  so  many  Operators  with  one 
or  more  of  these  mentioned  handicaps.  YOU 
may  have  none  of  these  bad  habits.  If  so  we 
congratulate  you. 

These  statements  are  not  made  in  the  spirit 
of  fault  finding  but  you  may  call  them  con- 
structive criticism  if  you  desire.  You  owe  it 
to  your  employer  to  give  him  the  very  best 
you  have  in  efficient  service.  LTnless  you  are 
doing  that  you  are  not  making  good  as  a  first 
class  Operator. 

Now  none  of  us  are  perfect,  we  all  have  our 
faults.  But  in  most  men  the  good  far  over- 
shadows the  bad.  So  be  a  GOOD  OPERATOR 
and  thus  you  will  be  doing  your  part  to  make 
business  better. 

*  *     * 

As  mentioned  on  another  page  of  this  magazine   i 
the  1935  Parts  Price  List  for  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
will  be  ready  for  mailing  on  or  before  March 
10th.    If  you  would  like  to  have  a  copy  for 
reference   purposes,   write   us   a   postal    card  , 
request,  giving  your  full  name  and  address   ) 
and   the    1935    List   will   be   mailed   to   you 
promptly. 

It  will  contain  new  parts  views  and  a 
carefully  worded  description  of  the  various 
repair  items  required  for  BIG  ELI  Wheels. 
1935  Parts  List  is  free  for  the  asking.  Do  you 
want  a  copy? 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 


MR.  and 
Mrs.  D.  S. 
Dudley  and  two 
daughters,  of 
Mankins,  Texas 
arrived  in  Jack- 
sonville January 
11.  They  came 
with  their 
Chevrolet  truck 
and  20-foot 
Trailer  to  take 
deliver  of  a  1935 
model  No .  5 
BIG  ELI  Wheel 
with  white  seats,  and  special  scroll 
decorations.  The  preparation  work  on  this 
wheel  was  completed  and  the  Dudley  family 
left  here  January  15.  Four  days  later,  after 
encountering  some  icy  pavement  and  con- 
siderable foggy  weather  they  arrived  home 
with  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel;  a  distance  from 
Jacksonville  to  Mankins,  Texas  of  approxi- 
mately 1,000  miles.  Mr.  Dudley  expects  to 
open  the  season  with  his  amusement  company 
about  April  1.  He  travels  by  truck  playing 
central  and  western  Texas.  He  promised  to 
soon  get  us  a  good  picture  of  the  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  for  use  in  BIG  ELI  NEWS.  We 
enjoyed  having  the  Dudley  family  with  us 
and  hope  they  will  return  for  another  visit  at 
some  future  date. 

*  *     * 

Recent  visitors  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  in- 
clude Sam  Solomon,  Mr.  Maxwell,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  McClellan— all  of  Sol's  Liberty  Shows. 
Oscar  Bloom  and  Al  Wagner,  of  Bloom's 
Gold  Medal  Shows;  Wm.  R.  Snapp,  of  Snapp 
Greater  Shows;  Dee  Lang  and  Robert  Han- 
cock, of  Dee  Lang  Shows;  Mrs.  Anna  Jane 
Pearson,  Miss  Elizabeth  Sims,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mack  H.  Frailey,  all  of  Ramsey,  Illinois;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  B.  B.  Brundage,  of  Dodson's  World 
i  Fair  Shows.  We  are  always  glad  to  have  our 
friends  visit  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  and 
remember  that  the  "latch-string"  is  always 
Ion  the  outside  here. 

*  *     * 

December  27th,  28th  and  29th,  1934  President 
Lee  A.  Sullivan,  and  Sales  Manager  B.  O. 
Roodhouse  were  in  Kansas  City  attending  a 
Heart  of  America  Showmen's  Club  Meeting 


and  Banquet.  While  there  they  met  many  of 
the  regular  attendants  of  this  annual  celebra- 
tion. They  were  glad  to  again  see  their  long 
time  friend  Mr.  John  Wendler  of  Allan 
Herschell  Company,  North  Tonawanda,  New 
York.  This  was  the  first  year  in  the  past 
several  that  Mr.  W^endler  had  been  able  to 
make  the  Kansas  City  Meeting. 

*  *     * 

On  January  23  Mr.  Sullivan  and  Mr.  Rood- 
house  attended  the  Illinois  Fair  Secretaries' 
Meeting  in  Springfield.  They  reported,  due 
to  very  cold  weather  that  the  attendance  at 
the  Illinois  Meeting  was  smaller  than  usual, 
with  fewer  carnival  managers  in  attendance 
than  for  a  long  time.  At  the  banquet  which 
was  held  the  night  of  the  23rd,  these  men  were 
guests  of  the  Pearson  Shows. 

*  *     * 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Burke  of  Phoenix,  Arizona 
spent  some  time  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  in 
late  December  and  early  January.  They  came 
back  to  Illinois  for  between-season  visits 
with  Frank's  father  at  Morrison,  Illinois. 
Traveling  by  motor  highways  they  drove  one 
of  their  Ford  V-8  trucks  and  had  loaded 
thereon  a  new  Chevrolet  sedan. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burke  left  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  January  12  and  had  coupled  to  the 
Ford  V-8  truck  a  24-foot  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailer  with  another  24-foot  Trailer  loaded 
thereon  and  also  their  Chevrolet  sedan  and 
other  equipment.  In  a  week's  time  after 
several  stops  enroute  for  other  visits  they 
reached  Phoenix,  Arizona  Saturday,  Jan.  19. 

Frank  Burke  is  a  square  shooter,  a  hard 
worker  and  a  loyal  friend.  We  enjoyed  having 
them  with  us  and  wish  he  and  Mrs.  Burke 
real  success  with  their  amusement  equipment 
in  southwest  states. 

*  *     * 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  McClellan  of  Sol's  Liberty 
Shows  called  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  February 
2  for  their  24-foot  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer 
chassis,  leaving  about  noon  that  day  for 
Caruthersville,  Missouri.  Mr.  McClellan  is 
building  his  own  body  on  the  Trailer  to  be  a 
complete  kitchen  for  his  cook-house  unit.  At 
last  report  the  work  was  nearing  completion 
and  we  hope  later  to  show  you  a  photograph 
of  this  complete  outfit.  It  is  operated  with  a 
1935  Chevrolet  truck. 


Making    New    Friends    All    the    Time 

Recent  new  members  of  the  BIG  ELI  Trailer  family  include: 
Mrs.  Judith  Solomon  (Sol's  Liberty  Shows) 
H.  McClellan  (Sol's  Liberty  Shows) 
Frank  Burke  (Frank  Burke  Shows) 
M.  J.  Doolan,  (Doolan  Amusement  Enterprise) 
F.  E.  Gooding  (F.  E.  Gooding  Amusement  Co.) 

We  are  glad  to  list  them  as  users  and  Boosters  for  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers. 


1  r  ciRcii^Lji 
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The  Complete  Kitchen  Trailer  of  Russell  Brothers'  Circus.  This  kitchen, 
an  efficient  working  Unit,  was  a  part  of  the  circus  equipment  leaving  ■ 
Winter-quarters  last  Spring.  It  is  a  BIG  ELI  Product.  The  chef  and  his 
assistants  (sorry  we  can't  supply  their  names)  complete  the  action  of 
this  picture.  Several  hundred  employees  of  The  Russell  Brothers'  Show 
were  supplied  with  three  squares  a  day  by  these  men  with  their  modern 
Kitchen  Unit. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Builders    of    Reliable    Motorized    Transportation     Equipment 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 


OUR  FRONT  COVER 

A  S  SO  many  amusement  Midways  are  carry- 
'^^  ing  Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels,  we  are 
using  on  the  front  cover  of  this  issue  a  picture 
of  the  two  No.  16  Wheels  located  on  the  Mid- 
way at  A  Century  of  Progress  last  year.  These 
Wheels  will  be  placed  in  another  prominent 
amusement  location  for  the  coming  season. 

Many  of  the  large  amusement  companies 
and  some  of  the  medium  sized  outfits 
will  carry  Duplex  rides  in  either  No.  5  or  No. 
12  size  Wheels.  Dee  Lang  Shows  recently 
added  another  No.  5  to  the  Midway. 

Indications  now  point  to  a  large  central 
west  amusement  park  having  Duplex  No.  12 
Wheels  for  the  coming  season. 

Thus  amusement  men  in  all  parts  of  our 
country  are  favoring  the  double  Wheel 
arrangement.  The  reason  for  this,  experience 
has  proven  they  really  pay  on  big  days  and 
at  celebrations  and  Fairs.  The  attraction  for 
the  Midway  is  also  a  big  feature,  two  Wheels 
carrying  lights  on  the  outside  cross  bars, 
electric  stars,  and  other  special  lighting  effect. 
Will  your  Midway  have  Duplex  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  for  1935? 

*  *      * 

Harry  H.  Winters,  owner  Winters  Exposition 
Shows  of  Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania  reports 
having  booked  the  A.  W.  Gooding  Merry-go- 
round,  BIG  ELI  Wheel  and  Lindy  Loop,  and 
Sam  Davis  Chairplane  for  the  coming  season. 

*  +      * 

Chairplane  owner  C.  C.  Wyrick  from  Cascade, 
Iowa  writes  he  has  booked  his  Chairplane 
with  the  Enterprise  Shows  for  the  coming 
season. 

*  *     * 

Sellner  Manufacturing  Company,  builders  of 
The  Tilt-a-Whirl  report  recent  shipments  of 
1935  Models  to  A.  S.  Clark,  Clark's  Greater 
Shows,  California  and  Senor  Aurelio  Sotelo, 
Prop.  Gran  Carnival,  Mexico  City,  Mexico. 

*  *      * 

The  Pearson  Shows  of  which  Mrs.  Anna  Jane 
Pearson  is  owner  and  General  Agent  opened 
the  season  at  Vandalia,  Illinois,  April  27.  Hal 
Graham  is  Manager  of  the  Show  and  his  two 
rides  BIG  ELI  No.  5  and  Little  Beauty 
Carousel  are  in  operation  on  the  Pearson 
Shows  Midway.   Mrs,  Pearson  recently  added 


a  new  combination  house  and  office  trailer  and 
an  eight-car  Allan  Herschell  DeLuxe  Kiddie 
Auto  Ride  to  the  Midway. 

*  *      * 

The  Kaus  United  Shows  opened  the  season  at 
New  Bern,  North  Carolina  on  April  8.  Mr. 
D.  W.  Leslie  who  has  his  Tilt-a-Whirl  booked 
on  the  Show  recently  wrote  us:  "The  Show 
looks  fine,  everything  is  all  right  and  I  look  for 
good  business  when  we  get  a  break  in  the 
weather."  From  all  the  reports  we  secure  the 
Kaus  Shows  have  a  fine  line-up  of  Midway 
attractions  with  some  Fairs  booked  for  the 
celebration  season  of  1935. 

*  *      * 

Henry  Heyn's  Tilt-a-Whirl  and  Kiddie  Ride 
are  booked  with  Bill's  Greater  Shows  to  operate 
through  Central  West  territory  this  season. 
The  date  of  the  season's  beginning  has  not 
been  reported  to  us  to  date. 

*  *      * 

Ride  Owner  S.  W.  Brundage  recently  wrote 
fron  San  Antonio,  Texas  he  is  enroute  to 
Sylvan  Beach,  Kirkwood,  Missouri  where 
preparations  will  be  made  for  the  opening  of 
his  Caterpillar,  Hey-Dey  and  Merry-go- 
round  for  the  1935  Amusement  Season.  Mrs. 
Brundage  who  had  the  misfortune  to  break  a 
limb  last  winter  is  gradually  showing  im- 
provement but  not  entirely  recovered  from 
the  injury.  S.  W.  reports  for  himself,  that  he 
is  feeling  fine  and  gaining  in  strength. 

+  *  + 
Recent  word  from  E.  J.  Ybarzabal,  Prop. 
Eddie's  Rides  and  Shows  which  have  not  been 
in  active  service  for  some  time  indicates  he 
expects  to  play  some  Church  Fairs  and  Cele- 
brations the  coming  season. 

*  *     * 

Ride  owner  Arthur  Wilbur  of  Adams,  Massa- 
chusetts is  showing  some  gradual  improvement 
but  will  not  be  in  position  to  take  active  charge 
of  the  Merry-go-round,  BIG  ELI  No.  5,  and 
Tilt-a-Whirl  for  the  1935  season.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  made  with  Mr.  Dick  Gilsdorf 
and  Mr.  Herman  Ostrandlighter  to  operate 
these  rides  in  eastern  territory  for  the  coming 
season.  We  hope  Mr.  Wilbur,  during  the 
coming  months,  will  be  sufficiently  improved 
to  visit  and  look  over  this  riding  device 
equipment. 
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Rev.  Doc  Waddell,  Chaplain  and  Publicity 
Man,  the  Dean  of  Publicity  Purveyors, 
advises  he  is  no  longer  with  the  Big  State 
Shows,  having  completed  his  contract  with 
them.  Waddell  is  now  back  home,  as  he  puts 
it,  with  Dodson's  World's  Fair  Shows  with 
whom  he  has  been  associated  since  1927 
except  when  filling  special  engagements  with 
"Passion  Play"  and  "Holy  Land  Exposition" 
and  Roy  Gray's  Big  State  outfit.  At  this 
writing  he  has  St.  Louis  Broadcasting  Station 
WIL,  the  Star-Times  as  well  as  other  news- 
papers of  the  "Mound  City"  carrying  stories 
for  the  Dodson  Shows.  Waddell  is  in  his  72nd 
year  and  has  been  active  with  shows  of  all 
kinds  since  he  was  10  years  of  age,  starting 
in  the  amusement  business  during  the  year 
1873. 


A-Whirl,  Merry-go-round  and  in  the  back- 
ground Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels  on  this  Show. 
Managers  Reid  and  Dumas  are  up  and 
coming  young  men,  expecting  to  keep  their 
Midway  up  to  date  for  celebration  auspices 
and  Michigan  Fairs  of  which  they  have  a 
number  booked  for  1935. 

*  *  * 
Sol's  Liberty  Shows,  Sam  Solomon,  Manager 
opened  the  season  of  1935  at  Sikeston,  Missouri 
April  10  and  during  the  first  location  had  very 
bad  weather.  Secretary  R.  P.  Otto  reported 
from  Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri  the  second 
week  they  were  having  splendid  weather  with 
every  one  feeling  much  better.  With  all  the 
Shows  getting  through  a  spell  of  bad  weather, 
business  conditions  should  show  great  im- 
provement. 


Happyland  Shows*  Midtcay,   1934  Celebration  Season 


Happyland  Shows  of  which  John  F.  Reid  and 

Wm.  G.  Dumas  are  Managers  will  open  the 

season  of  1935  with  their  complete  show  at 

.Lincoln   Park,    Michigan,    May   4   under  the 

'auspices  of  the  American  Legion.     They  will 

Iremain  in  this  location  until  May  12. 

[     Manager  John  Reid  reports  they  will  have 

a  new  Kiddie  Auto   Ride  on  their   Midway 

having    recently    contracted    for    this    riding 

device  with  Allan  Herschell  Company  of  North 

jTonawanda,  New  York.   A  Spillman  Loop  the 

Loop  has  been  booked  and  the  Happyland 

Shows  Midway  will  be  definitely  larger  for  the 

coming  season.      The  accompanying  picture 

,taken  in  1934  plainly  shows  Chairplane,  Tilt- 


Mrs.  Bessie  Nelson  of  Collinsville,  Illinois 
has  sold  her  BIG  ELI  No.  12  to  Pete  Wright, 
of  Missouri  Valley,  Iowa.  This  is  Mr.  Wright's 
second  BIG  ELI  Wheel  as  he  has  for  some 
time  been  the  owner  of  a  No.  5  and  will 
operate  two  outfits  at  the  celebrations  in  his 
home  territory  for  this  year. 

*  *  * 
FOR  SALE  AT  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 
Several  "Maloney"  transformers.  These  are 
in  good  second-hand  condition  in  the  following 
sizes:  373^  KVA,  25  KVA  and  15  KVA.  Write 
us  for  prices.    Terms,  cash  on  delivery. 

ELI  BRIDGE  COMPANY 

Jacksonville,  Illinois 
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D.  S.  Dudley's  BIG  ELI  No.  5 

This  picture  of  a  1935  Model  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  was  sent  us  by  Mr.  D.  S.  Dudley, 
Owner  D.  S.  Dudley  Show  of  Mankins,  Texas. 
Mr.  Dudley  and  family  were  here  in  January 
to  take  delivery  of  their  Wheel  and  after 
returning  home,  put  on  extra  lights,  and  built 
the  entrance  sign  as  shown  in  the  picture.  Mr. 
Dudley  reports  as  follows:  "The  entrance  is 
14  ft.  across  and  20  in.  wide,  painted  white. 
The  inset  scallops  are  gold  leaf  scroll  decora- 
tions. The  10-inch  letters  BIG  ELI  WHEEL 
are  in  gold  outlined  in  blue.  It  makes  some 
flash.  We  put  the  star  on,  put  sixty  red  lights 
in  it  and  sure  looks  good.  We  expect  to  put 
a  chain  fence  straight  back  from  the  entrance 
to  windbraces  and  on  around  the  motor." 

Mr.  Dudley  has  recently  started  his  season 
in  the  State  of  Texas.  The  foregoing  statement 
indicates  his  enthusiastic  plans  for  the  new 
BIG  ELI  Wheel. 

*     *     * 
Snapp  Greater  Shows,  Wm.  R.  Snapp,  Manag- 
er began  the  1935  season  at  Carthage,  Missouri 
April  11. 


Mrs.  Nona  Snodgrass  reports  the  booking  of 
her  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  Merry-go-round 
and  Chairplane  with  the  Tom  Hamilton 
Shows  operating  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  has  been  in  active  operation, 
but  her  other  two  rides  have  been  in  the  paint 
shop  getting  the  finishing  touches  for  the 
coming  season. 

*  *      * 

Great  Sutton  Shows  began  the  season  at 
Osceola,  Arkansas  April  6,  going  from  there  to 
Cairo,  Illinois  and  from  Cairo  to  Marion, 
Illinois.  Their  Midway  includes  a  new  7  car 
Tilt-a- Whirl. 

*  *      * 

Merry-go-round  owner  Otto  Stephen  of 
Osceola,  Iowa  reports  having  recently  pur- 
chased a  second-hand  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 
Mr.  Stephens'  rides  are  booked  on  the  Enter- 
prise Shows  for  the  1985  season. 

*  *      * 

W.  E.  "Billy"  Morgan's  Amusement  equip- 
ment, BIG  ELI  No.  5,  Chairplane  and  Light 
Plant  are  located  with  the  E.  S.  Corey  Shows 
for  this  season.  The  opening  was  scheduled 
for  April  20  in  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania. 

*  *      * 

BIG  ELI  Sales  Manager  Ben  O.  Roodhouse 
visited  the  Shows  on  the  lots  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri  April  16.  These  included  Dodson's 
World  Fair  Shows  where  he  saw  his  friends 
H.  G.  English,  Ted  Reed,  Bert  B.  Brundage, 
Mr.  Mel  Dodson.  From  there  to  the  D.  D. 
Murphy  lot  to  talk  with  Mrs.  W.  M.  Tucker, 
Raymond  Tucker,  Wheel  Operator  Harry 
Cameron,  Operator  John  Gross,  Cook  House 
Manager  Charles  Phillion  and  others. 

Back  to  the  Grand  and  Florrisant  Avenue 
lot  for  a  visit  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dee  Lang  to 
see  the  Duplex  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheels  and 
while  there  saw  Mrs.  Catharine  Oliver  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Chas.  Goss,  of  Standard  Chevrolet 
Company,  East  St.  Louis. 

Weather  was  cold  and  windy  but  the  visit 
was  enjoyed  and  a  little  business  was  in 
progress  especially  on  the  Dee  Lang  Midway. 

Mr.  Lang  placed  his  order  for  two  more 
BIG  ELI  Trailers,  24  ft.  size.  He  will  take 
delivery  of  these  Trailers  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  May  8. 

Mrs.  Catharine  Oliver  reports  she  will  open  J 
her  season   on   the   St.   Louis  lots   with   the 
Oliver  Amusement  Company  early  in  May. 
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Miller   Amusement  Enterprises'  7  Car  Tilt-A'Whirl,  Chicago 


The  seven  car  Tilt-a- Whirl  owned  by  Charles 
E.  Miller  of  Miller's  Amusement  Enterprises, 
Chicago,  Illinois  was  one  of  the  first  Tilt-a- 
Whirls  in  the  Chicago  territory.  Miller  Bros. 
(Charles  and  Richard)  are  the  biggest  total 
ride  owners  in  this  district.  Since  Mr.  Miller's 
purchase  of  a  Tilt-a-Whirl  in  1930,  several 
others  have  been  brought  into  Chicago 
territory. 

Miller  Bros,  own  and  control  a  number  of 
BIG  ELI  Wheels,  Merry-go-rounds,  Tilt-a- 
Whirl,  Leaping  Lena,  Chairplanes  and  Kiddie 
Auto  Rides.  The  location  where  this  picture 
was  taken  was  on  the  Northwestern  University 
Grounds  at  Evanston,  Illinois,  and  was  a  good 
location  in  years  past  for  the  Miller  Amuse- 
ment Enterprises. 

*  *  * 
Mel  H.  Vaught  of  State  Fair  Shows,  State  of 
Arizona  reports  having  had  Frank  Burke  with 
him  operating  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  and  Tilt-a- 
Whirl  for  several  weeks.  The  Frank  Burke 
Shows  and  State  Fair  Shows  are  each  going 
their  own  way  early  in  May  and  Mr.  Vaught 
is  considering  additional  riding  device  equip- 
ment to  be  purchased  for  his  own  Midway. 

In  a  recent  letter  from  Mr.  R.  C.  Lee,  ride 
Owner  of  Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  he 

<ays: 


"I  am  going  over  the  rides  from  top  to  bottom. 
The  Wheel  is  still  able  to  hold  its  own  in  any 
company.  For  twenty-one  years  my  Wheel 
has  been  a  consistent  money-maker.  It  has 
never  failed  to  return  its  first  cost  during  a 
season.  Some  day  I  will  send  you  a  statement 
of  the  gross  each  year. 

Last  season  as  a  whole  was  very  good,  the 
gross  on  the  Wheel  was  $7500  net.  Not  much 
under  the  receipts  of  the  Duplex  in  the  last 
BIG  ELI  NEWS.  Some  day  I  would  like  to 
try  out  a  No.  16  in  this  territory.  I  think  it 
would  be  an  added  attraction  with  gross  at 
least  a  third  more  on  the  season. 

Very  truly  yours, 
R.  C.  Lee" 


W.  L.  Weiseman,  Prop.  Georgia  Attractions 
reports  he  is  still  going  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  but  is  experiencing  considerable  bad 
weather.  Similar  reports  come  to  us  from 
Small  &  Bullock  Combined  Attractions, 
Bunts  Greater  Shows  and  others  in  Southeast 
territory.  Unfavorable  weather  conditions  in 
the  early  part  of  April  seem  to  be  quite  general 
throughout  the  country,  but  good  weather  will 
be  with  us  by  and  by  then  better  business 
can  be  expected. 
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Mrs.  Frank  J.  Kennedy  reports  Kennedy 
Amusement  Company  will  open  the  season 
early  in  May  and  have  a  celebration  booked  in 
Yakima,  Washington  during  the  early  days  of 
that  month.  The  Kennedy  Amusement 
Company  rides  will  include  BIG  ELI  No.  5, 
Merry-go-round,  seven  car  Tilt-a-Whirl  for 
this  year. 

*  *      * 

Max  Gruberg's  World  Exposition  Shows  began 
the  1935  amusement  season  at  Salisbury, 
North  Carolina  on  April  20  under  Auspices  of 
American  Legion.  Mr.  Gruberg  advises  his 
Show  will  be  on  the  Midway  of  two  State 
Fairs,  New  York  State  Fair  at  Syracuse  and 
the  Maryland  State  Fair,  also  ten  County 
Fairs  this  season. 

*  *      * 

F.  E.  Gooding,  Manager  the  F.  E.  Gooding 
Amusement  Company  took  delivery  of  his 
1935  Model,  20  ft.  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  at 
the  Factory  on  April  15.  BIG  ELI  Operator 
White  drove  a  truck  through  going  first  to 
Muscatine,  Iowa  for  repairs  on  a  Tangley 
Calliope,  then  to  the  BIG  ELI  Factory,  leav- 
ing here  on  the  16th  for  the  return  trip  to 
Winter  Quarters  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  The 
Gooding  Trailer  was  finished  in  orange  and  was 
attached  to  a  Gramm  six  cylinder  truck  in 
the  same  color  finish.  It  was  a  nice  looking 
outfit,  ready  for  steady  transportation  service. 

*  *      * 

Lucena  and  Mack  Frailey  took  delivery  of 
their  24  ft.  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  at  our 
Factory  on  March  26.  This  Trailer,  finished 
in  red,  was  attached  to  a  Chevrolet  truck. 
Early  in  April  Mr.  Frailey  took  their  No. 
5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  to  Beaverdale,  Pennsylvania 
to  join  E.  S.  Corey  Greater  Carnival  Shows 
for  the  1935  season.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frailey  have  had  several  years  experience 
operating  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 

*  *      * 

We  are  promised  a  visit  from  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Noble  C.  Fairly  early  in  May  as  the  Hennies 
Bros.  Show  are  booked  for  Jacksonville  under 
the  American  Legion  week  of  May  6  to  11. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fairly  have  their  BIG  ELI  No. 
5,  Chairplane  and  Tilt-a-Whirl  on  this  Mid- 
way. Mr.  Fairly  is  General  Manager  and  Mrs. 
Fairly  looks  after  the  ride  equipment  under 
their  management.  As  the  Fairly's  have  not 
spent  any  time  in  Jacksonville  for  several 
years  we  are  looking  forward  to  their  visit 
with  us. 


n 
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No.  6  BABY  ELI  Wheel 

If  you  are  a  Kiddie  Ride  enthusiast,  why  not 
a  BABY  ELI  Wheel  on  the  Midway?  Read 
the  special  article  on  kiddie  rides  in  this  issue 
and  then  write  us  about  a  BABY  ELI.  Kiddie 
Wheels  are  in  stock  ready  for  prompt  ship- 
ment. Let  us  tell  you  more  about  a  BABY 
ELI. 

*  *     * 

Jesse  H.  Cockrell  reports  having  joined  the 
Mohawk  Valley  Shows  with  his  No.  12  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

*  *     * 

Byers  Bros.  Shows,  Carl  and  Jim  Byers, 
Managers  opened  the  1935  season  at  Kennett, 
Missouri  April  9.  From  Kennett  they  went 
to  Chaffee  and  on  April  16  Mr.  Carl  Byers 
wrote:  "We  opened  here  last  night,  tempera- 
ture 45,  was  so  cold  I  could  not  stay  on  the 
lot  with  overcoat  on.  But  the  rides  did  more 
than  we  did  Saturday  night  in  Kennett.  I 
think  with  a  little  warm  weather  here  we  will 
do  some  business." 

Byers  Bros.  Shows  consist  of  Merry-go- 
round,  BIG  ELI  No.  5,  Tilt-a-Whirl,  and 
other  attractions. 

J.  W.  Byers  has  been  ill  with  appendicitis 
for  a  number  of  days. 
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Ride  Owner  Louis  J.  Nieberle,  Florida  Amuse- 
ment Company,  reports  poor  business  in  his 
territory  although  he  has  been  having  miser- 
able weather  conditions.  Mr.  Nieberle  expects 
early  in  May  to  operate  at  the  Florida  Tomato 
Festival,  City  of  Ruskins,  Florida.  Owner 
Nieberle  has  been  out  all  winter  operating  his 
BIG  ELI  No.  5,  seven  car  Tilt-a-Whirl,  and 
large  attractive  Organ  in  small  towns  of 
Florida. 

*  *      * 

Manager  K.  H.  Garman  of  the  Sunset  Amuse- 
ment Company  advises  they  will  open  their 
season  in  Keokuk,  Iowa  May  2. 

*  *      * 

Crowley's  United  Shows,  G.  C.  and  Frances 
Crowley,  Managers  opened  the  1935  season 
at  Richmond,  Missouri  April  15.  Mrs.  Frances 
Crowley  has  a  new  10  car  DeLuxe  Kiddie 
Auto  Ride  on  the  Midway  and  this  show  also 
has  Duplex  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheels.  They  are 
looking  forward,  with  an  enlarged  show,  to  an 
improved  season  of  1935. 

*  *      * 

BIG  ELI  Owner  Enoch  Butcher,  Kansas 
City,  Missouri  advises  he  has  located  his  No. 
5  Wheel  in  a  Park  in  that  City.  He  purchased 
considerable  equipment  getting  the  Wheel 
in  condition  for  a  season's  work. 


The  M  B  Amusement  Company,  Leo  and 
Mae  Bortz,  Managers  opened  the  season  in 
Advance,  Missouri  early  in  April.  They  report 
considerable  bad  weather  for  the  opening 
location. 

*  *      * 

BIG  ELI  Owner  Clarence  Barthel  writes  from 
Fairmount,  North  Carolina  he  has  booked  his 
No.  5  Wheel  with  E.  C.  Huffines  to  operate  on 
Beach  location  and  later  at  Fairs  from  June  1 
to  November  1,  1935.  Mr.  Huffines  recently 
purchased  an  Allan  Herschell  Merry-go- 
round  and  Kiddie  Auto  Ride  for  his  amuse- 
ment Midway. 

*  *      * 

While  in  Detroit  on  other  business  recently 
President  Lee  A.  Sullivan  had  a  pleasant  visit 
for  a  few  hours  with  his  long  time  friend  Mr. 
F.  L.  Flack  who  just  opened  his  season  on  the 
Detroit  lots.  Mr.  Flack  has  been  a  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  owner  since  1914,  and  has  made  frequent 
visits  to  the  BIG  ELI  Factory.  He  keeps  his 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  always  in  first  class  condition. 
Expects  to  operate  his  rides  which  include 
Merry-go-round,  and  Mangels  Whip  at  still 
dates,  celebrations  and  Fairs  in  the  State  of 
Michigan  for  this  year.  Mr.  Flack's  home  is 
in  Cold  Water,  Michigan. 


BOOKING    LISTS 


npHE  following  Park  and  Amusement  Companies  want  to  book  BIG  ELI  WHEELS  and 

Tilt-a-Whirls  for  the  season  of  1935.    We  do  not  guarantee  these  locations  other  than  to 

give  their  names,  addresses  and  data  as  has  been  furnished  us.  (Ask  for  information  on  file). 


BIG  ELI  WHEELS 

Great  Southern  Shows 
Dannels  Amusement  Company 
Lake  Winola  Park 
Lake  Resort 
North  Beach 
Walker's  Lake  Park 


TILT-A-WHIRLS 

Bright  Light  Shows 
O.  J.  Bach  Shows,  Inc. 
Dannels  Amusement  Company 
Lake  Resort 
North  Beach 


NOTICE  TO  PARKS  AND  AMUSEMENT  COMPANIES 

This  list  will  again  appear  in  BIG  ELI  NEWS  issue  of  May-June.  Send  for  Booking  Coupon 
and  ask  to  be  placed  on  our  Booking  list.  There  is  no  charge  for  this  service.  Just  state  whether 
you  desire  to  book  a  BIG  ELI  WHEEL  or  Tilt-a-Whirl,  that  the  proper  coupon  may  be  sent 
to  you.  Each  year  we  bring  Ride  Owners  in  touch  with  Location  Managers  for  the  mutual 
benefit  of  both  contracting  parties. 
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A  bi-monthly  magazine  for  the  benefit  of  those 
interested  in  the  riding  device  business.  For 
ten  years ,  this  magazine  was  called  The 
OPTIMIST.  Now  there  is  nothing  new  but 
the  name.  BIG  ELI  is  our  registered  trade 
mark,  hence,  BIG  ELI  NEWS  is  protected 
by  the  use  of  the  words  BIG  ELI.  The 
magazine,  supporting  clean  amusements,  pub- 
lished in  the  interest  of  ELI  BRIDGE 
COMPANY,  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  U.  S.  A. 
Builders   of   the   Famous   BIG    ELI    Wheel. 

LEE   A.   SULLIVAN President 

J.  L.  SULLIVAN Vice  President 

L.  L,  SULLIVAN Secretary-Treasurer 

BEN.  0.  ROODHOUSE Sales  Manager 

EDITORIAL 

'T'HIS  issue  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS  will  reach 
our  readers  several  days  late.  We  have  no 
alibis  or  excuses  to  offer  except  that  we  have 
been  unusually  busy  with  work  which  demand- 
ed attention  for  the  past  few  weeks. 

Correspondence  coming  into  the  BIG  ELI 
Office  has  been  quite  heavy.  A  number  of 
orders  for  BIG  ELI  equipment  have  made 
necessary  the  writing  of  contracts  and  other 
legal  papers  as  part  of  placing  these  orders. 
Then  as  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  magazine 
we  have  had  a  number  of  visitors;  talking  with 
them  regarding  their  experience,  and  their 
plans  for  the  future  has  naturally  taken  time. 

For  a  number  of  months  we  have  worked 
short-handed  in  the  BIG  ELI  Office  as 
conditions  have  made  this  necessary.  How- 
ever, we  are  glad  to  be  extra  busy,  having 
looked  forward  for  several  years  to  business 
improvement  which  seems  to  be  coming  our 
way  now.  We  sincerely  hope  this  good  busi- 
ness will  continue  throughout  the  year  of 
1935  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  we  will  have  a 
good  report  to  make  as  to  business  totals  and 
collections  made. 

During  the  past  winter  and  so  far  this  spring 
we  have  heard  all  kinds  of  prophesies  as  to 


what  the  coming  summer  and  fall  season 
holds  forth  for  amusement  men.  Some  few  of 
these  statements  have  been  very  pessimistic. 
They  picture  a  dark  future,  consisting  of  bad 
weather,  drouth,  shortage  of  money  and  no 
work. 

But  the  majority  of  reports  we  have  are 
more  optimistic.  Amusement  men  are  planning 
and  looking  forward  more  than  they  have  for 
the  past  several  years  and  we  can't  believe 
that  all  of  these  men  are  wrong  in  their 
predictions  of  better  business  for  the  future. 

We  do  know  that  we  are  somewhat  busier 
here.  We  could  handle  much  more  work  but 
are  thankful  for  what  we  have.  Our  experi- 
ences in  1934  were  better  than  those  of  1933. 
And  so  far  this  year  business  is  ahead  of  last 
year.  We  are  surely  hoping  that  this  improve- 
ment will  continue. 

It  seems  to  us  there  is  a  feeling  of  more 
confidence;  more  forward  looking,  plan-pro- 
ducing thoughts  among  our  customers  than 
for  the  past  several  years.  If  this  condition  of 
mind  means  anything  we  are  definitely  on  the 
way  to  better  times. 

Optimism  without  foundation  is  foolish  and 
dangerous.  But  a  genuine,  forward  looking, 
business  producing  program  will  help  us  all. 
Many  manufacturers  are  busier  than  they 
have  been  for  many  long  months.  Their  finish- 
ed products  are  being  placed  on  the  market  and 
sold.  Money  is  changing  hands  and  is  going 
into  business  channels.  All  of  this  means  a 
more  prosperous  general  condition  of  business. 

We  know  full  well  some  of  our  customers 
who  have  been  operating  during  the  past  few 
weeks  have  experienced  unfavorable  weather, 
but  that  happens  every  spring  and  is  really 
what  can  be  expected  until  the  more  settled 
weather  period  comes  along. 

In  closing  this  article,  let  us  say  to  you  we 
shall  do  everything  within  our  power  to  get, 
the  next  issue  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS  to  you  as,' 
early  in  the  month  of  June  as  possible.    We' 
want    to    tell    you    about    the    twenty-third 
annual   BIG   ELI    Fourth   of   July   Contests 
which  will  be  conducted  for  all  riding  device 
owners  again  this  year.    A  page  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  NEWS  will  bring  you  this  in- 
formation.  Ride  Owners  and  Operators  should 
plan  to  enter  this  contest  and  compete  for  the 
cash  prizes  which  will  be  given.    Who  knows 
YOU  may  be  a  prize  winner  for  1935. 


April 


Big  Eli  News 


25 


He  Came  Fifteen  Hundred  Miles 

To  Secure  A  Quality  Product 


Frank  Burke  with  Equipment  loaded^  ready  for  the  Return  Trip 

"pRANK  BURKE,  Manager  Frank  Burke  Shows,  Phoenix,  Arizona  came  to  the  BIG  ELI 
■^  Factory  last  December  and  gave  us  his  order  for  two  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers.  These  Trailers 
are  being  used  to  transport  the  Burke  Shows  in  Arizona,  New  Mexico  and  Colorado. 

Frank  had  purchased  a  BIG  ELI  WHEEL  from  us  several  years  ago.  In  1934  we  sold  him  a 
Tilt-a-Whirl.   He  expects  to  later  add  more  BIG  ELI  TRAILERS  to  his  present  equipment. 

It  is  interesting  to  know  how  Mr.  Burke  Transported  his  equipment  on  the  long  journey 
back  to  Arizona.  He  brought  one  Ford  V-8  back  to  Illinois  with  him.  His  other  Tractor  was 
left  at  winter  quarters.  On  the  return  trip  he  had  one  24  foot  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  coupled 
to  the  Ford  V-8,  the  other  Trailer  (partially  dissembled)  loaded,  and  with  that  his  Chevrolet 
Sedan  and  numerous  repair  parts  for  his  Ride  equipment.  A  compact  load  that  went  through 
without  the  slightest  mishap. 


Since  putting  his  BIG  ELI  TRAILERS  in  regular  service  Frank  Burke  has  written  us: 
one  thinks  our  Trailers  are  fine  and  we  think  so  too — we  sure  can  load  them." 


every 


Whether  it's  Illinois  or  Arizona,  BIG  ELI  SEMI-TRAILERS  handle  real  loads  efficiently. 
Frank  Burke  is  one  of  many  satisfied  users  of  BIG  ELI  Ride  and  Trailer  equipment. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

35   Years  in  the  Outdoor  Amusement  Manufacturing   Business 


JACKSONVILLE 


ILLINOIS 
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BIG  ELI  TALKS 

A  MONEY-GETTING  RIDE  FOR  YOUR  MIDWAY 


ED.  COREY'S 
BABY  ELI 

WHEEL 
makes  nice 

Profits  at 
Celebration 

Locations 


\T7ITH  the  general  improvement  in  business 
'  '  conditions  and  more  interest  created  in 
the  outdoor  amusement  business,  many  owners 
are  searching  for  methods  to  increase  the  in- 
terest of  patrons  in  Riding  Devices.  May  we 
suggest,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so,  make 
a  thorough  investigation  of  reliable  kiddie 
rides.  These  rides  are  a  necessary  part  of  the 
equipment  owned  by  successful  amusement 
men  throughout  the  country. 

There  is  no  better  proof  of  this  than  to  show 
you  the  accompanying  picture  of  Ed  Corey's 
BABY  ELI  Wheel  taken  while  it  was  in 
operation  during  the  American  Legion  District 
Convention  in  our  home  city  last  June.    Mr. 


Corey  brought  his  No.  5  BIG  ELI  and  BABY 
ELI  Wheel  to  our  City  under  a  percentage 
arrangement  with  the  Legion  committee.  He 
placed  the  No.  5  Wheel  on  the  public  square 
and  near  it,  just  across  the  walk,  was  the 
BABY  ELI.  As  the  adults  rode  the  big 
Wheel,  many  little  folks  patronized  the  kiddie 
wheel,  enjoying  the  privilege  of  the  little  ride 
built  especially  for  them.  Ed  Corey  tells  us 
many  of  his  celebrations  keep  the  two  Wheels 
constantly  busy  for  hours.  BABY  ELI 
Wheel  really  pays  its  way  and  earns  him  nice 
profits. 

When  you  consider  the  BABY  ELI  Wheel 
on  Enchanted  Island  at  A  Century  of  Progress 
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in  1933  handled  124,955  children  from  May 
26  to  October  30  it  is  with  the  realization  that 
a  little  ride  of  this  kind  has  real  capacity.  As 
the  manager  of  Enchanted  Island  informed 
me,  many  days  the  little  Wheel  got  over 
$250  at  5  cents  per  ride. 

The  average  kiddie  ride  owner  on  the 
carnival  Midway  or  at  independent  celebra- 
tions gets  10  cents  per  ticket  for  kiddie  rides 
with  no  objections  to  this  charge.  Our  sug- 
gestion here  is  that  a  10  cent  ride  is  a  practical 
charge  for  children  on  a  BABY  ELI  Wheel  or 
any  other  similar  kiddie  ride. 

You  may  be  the  owner  now  of  one  Kiddie 
Ride  and  desire  to  add  another  that  is  different. 
If  you  have  a  small  Airplane  Swing,  Kiddie 
Merry-go-round  or  Kiddie  Auto  Ride,  con- 
sider a  BABY  ELI  Wheel  as  a  companion 
ride.  For  years  BIG  ELI  Wheel  has  been  a 
real  team-mate  for  any  horizontal  or  flat 
ride.  Educate  the  children  to  ride  a  Wheel. 
As  little  folks  give  them  a  ride  on  the  BABY 
ELI,  and  when  they  grow  up  they  will  ride 
the  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 

MECHANICAL  CONSTRUCTION 

BABY  ELI  Wheel  measures  15  ft.  7}^  in. 
high.  The  revolving  wheel  is  12  ft.  2H  in-  in 
diameter.  The  little  ride  requires  a  ground 
space  11  ft.  deep  and  16  ft.  1)4,  in.  wide.  The 
Wheel  is  constructed  practically  throughout 
of  Bessemer  Steel,  selected  for  strength  and 
durability.  All  parts  of  the  Wheel  are  inter- 
changeable for  quick,  portable  erection.    The 


equipment  includes  6  finely  finished,  sturdy 
miniature  BIG  ELI  Seats,  steel  reinforced  for 
carrying  maximum  loads.  The  finished  seats 
are  in  alternate  green  and  red  colors  and  they 
are  upholstered  in  genuine  pantasote.  Each 
seat  has  a  capacity  of  from  2  to  3  children  from 
the  tiny  tots  to  twelve  years  of  age. 

BABY  ELI  Wheel  clutch  is  an  exact  minia- 
ture of  a  standard  size  BIG  ELI  clutch.  It 
will  give  years  of  steady  service.  BABY  ELI 
is  cable  driven,  like  the  big  Wheel  by  means 
of  wood  drive  rims,  idler  and  drive  sheave. 
Standard  power  equipment  consists  of  2  h.p. 
electric  motor  giving  the  Wheel  smooth 
operation  at  the  proper  speed. 

BABY  ELI  Wheel  is  furnished  complete 
with  electric  lamps  and  wiring,  tools  needed 
to  erect  and  operate,  crates  and  boxes  for 
moving  or  storing  the  ride,  protection  covers 
for  the  seats,  open  type  ticket  box,  loading 
platform  and  driving  belt.  These  parts  are 
all  included  as  standard  equipment.  The 
Wheel  outfit  complete  weighs  2594  lbs. 

Your  thorough  investigation  of  the  BABY 
ELI  Wheel  is  requested.  Being  a  real  attraction 
on  Enchanted  Island  at  A  Century  of  Progress 
it  will  certainly  add  to  the  attractiveness  of 
your  ride  equipment  or  amusement  Midway. 
Full  information  on  this  well-built  popular 
Kiddie  Ride  will  be  furnished  on  request. 

Yours  for  safe,  profit  earning  amusement 
equipment, 

Ben  0.  Roodhouse, 
Sales  Manager. 


BIG  ELI  WHEEL  DRIVE  CABLE  PRICES 


B-49  No.    6  Baby  ELI  WHEEL,  Drive  Cable,  endless $13.60 

10-49  No.  10  BIG  ELI  WHEEL,  Drive  Cable,  endless 24.30 

5-49  No.    5  BIG  ELI  WHEEL,  Drive  Cable,  endless  24.30 

12-49  No.  12  BIG  ELI  WHEEL,  Drive  Cable,  endless 25.75 

16-49  No.  16  BIG  ELI  WHEEL,  Drive  Cable,  endless 28.95 


Prices  quoted  F.O.B.  Factory.     All  prices  subject  to  change  without   notice. 
Orders  shipped  same  day  received. 
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RELIABLE     POWER 

A  Needed  Requirement  for  Successful  Riding  Device  Operation 


As  you  make  your  plans  for  a  successful  amuse- 
ment season  of  1935,  may  we  call  to  your 
attention  the  necessity  of  operating  reliable 
power  equipment  that  you  may  finish  the 
season  with  a  good  profit.  More  time  has 
been  lost  on  riding  devices  by  the  break-down 
of  unreliable,  worn-out  engines  during  busy 
working  hours  than  in  any  other  way.  It  is 
quite  natural  that  power  trouble  should 
develop  during  these  times  because  the 
engines  are  over-taxed  and  can  not  do  the 
work  that  is  put  upon  them. 

The  following  brief  history  in  the  develop- 
ment of  ELI  Power  may  be  of  interest  to  you. 
These  Power  Units  have  been  standard  equip- 
ment on  BIG  ELI  Wheels  since  1922. 

In  1918  we  began  a  series  of  lengthy  tests 
with  this  four  cylinder  engine  to  learn  about 
its  durability,  power  development  and  eco- 
nomy of  operation.  In  these  tests  the  engine 
proved  itself  as  practical  power  for  portable 
riding  device  use. 

By  1921  we  had  completed  the  design  of 
a  right-angle  drive  or  power  take-off  that 
would  carry  all  the  power  from  the  engine 


itself  to  the  belt  pulley  on  the  counter-shaft. 
This  was  accomplished  with  a  flexible  coupling, 
roller  bearings,  pinion  shaft  and  cross  shaft  to 
which  were  fitted  bevel  and  ring  gears.  These 
all  run  in  grease  and  the  power  development 
from  a  belt  pulley  was  very  efficient. 

This  Power  outfit  was  known  as  "open  type 
model  ELI  Power  Unit."  We  used  it  from 
1922  to  April  1926.  176  of  these  models  were 
placed  in  service.  The  picture  on  page  29 
shows  the  open  type  ELI  Power  Unit,  many 
of  which  are  still  giving  good  service  on  riding 
devices. 

Some  overhauling  work  has  naturally  been 
necessary  during  these  years.  During  the  past 
winter,  we  had  one  of  these  outfits  in  for  re- 
building, it  was  remarkable  the  general  condi- 
tion of  the  outfit.  It  was  given  a  reasonable 
amount  of  rebuilding  and  is  now  ready  for 
several  added  years  of  service  on  the  Merry- 
go-round  where  it  has  worked  since  1925. 

In  April  1926  the  enclosed  type  ELI  Power 
Unit  as  pictured  in  this  article  became  a 
reality.  This  outfit,  made  somewhat  more 
compact,  for  outdoor  service  is  at  the  present 
time   the   best    power    outfit    procurable   for 
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open  Type  Model  ELI  Unit 

riding  device  operation.  Developing  16  h.p. 
on  the  belt  pulley  and  weighing  complete  with 
ELI  Steel  Truck  only  1184  lbs.,  it  is  a  truly 
portable,  reliable  gasoline  engine  power  outfit. 

In  these  thirteen  years  we  have  been  using 
ELI  Power  Units,  the  engine  design  has  never 
been  changed  as  the  size  and  bore  of  this 
engine  is  exactly  the  same  as  when  put  in 
service  in  1922.  A  more  efficient,  latest  design 
Carburetor,  better  Magneto,  Governor  and 
other  accessories  have  been  added,  but  the 
engine  itself  is  substantially  the  same  as  in  all 
earlier  models. 


The  present  location  of  Serial  Number  1 
ELI  Power  Unit  is  not  exactly  known,  but  we 
do  know  that  Serial  Number  2  is  now  in  active 
service  and  will  operate  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  for 
the  1935  amusement  season.  Other  old  models 
are  doing  good  work  for  their  owners  with  very 
little  maintenance  expense.  Thus  some  of 
these  engines,  although  they  are  thirteen  years 
old  are  still  reliable  and  can  be  depended  upon 
to  do  their  work  steadily  throughout  this  year 
and  years  to  come. 

A  popular  feature  of  new  ELI  Power  Units 
is  the  reduced  size  of  the  ELI  Steel  Truck. 
The  truck  is  now  3  ft.  wide,  6  ft.  8  in.  long  for 
space  economy  when  loaded  on  a  truck.  This 
is  worth  considering  under  present  transporta- 
tion conditions. 

If  you  need  reliable  power  equipment  on 
your  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  Merry-go-round,  Chair- 
plane,  Tilt-a-Whirl,  Whip,  or  any  other  port- 
able riding  device,  ask  for  price  of  the  ELI 
Power  Unit.  Read  the  complete  specifications 
on  the  back  page  of  this  magazine.  With  one 
of  these  engines  operating  your  riding  device 
you  will  be  ready  to  handle  patrons  and  secure 
all  the  business  that  is  offered  you  for  the 
season  of  1935. 


DRESS     UP     THE     RIDES 


This  Flashy  Ticket  Office  will  Add  to  the  appearance 
of  your  Ride  Outfit. 

Wired  for  10  lights.  Finished  Red  or  Green  outside 
and  Stone  gray  inside.  Big  Eli  Wheel  sign  included 
when  used  on  wheel.   Furnished  plain  for  other  Rides. 

Total  shipping  weight  260  lbs. 

Sturdily  Built — For  Long  Service. 


PRICE  ON  APPLICATION 


FINISHED  TICKET  OFFICES  IN   STOCK 
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THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 


BIG  ELI  Wheel  Operators  and  Owners  are 
reminded  of  the  parts  of  BIG  ELI  seats  that 
should  have  careful  attention  for  the  absolute 
safety  of  their  patrons.  No  better  time  seems 
available  to  mention  this  matter  than  right 
now  when  so  many  Wheels  are  coming  out  of 
Winter  Quarters  and  taking  the  road  for  the 
1935  amusement  season. 

The  parts  of  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Seats  we 
desire  to  call  to  your  attention  are  handle-bars, 
and  handle-bar  locks.  Examine  this  portion 
of  every  BIG  ELI  Seat,  see  that  the  handle- 
bar is  of  sufficient  strength  to  carry  the  weight 
of  the  seat  fully  loaded,  see  that  the  lock  is 
positive  and  that  the  plunger  and  spring  is  in 
first  class  condition  without  excessive  wear  or 
looseness. 

Many  Wheel  owners  and  operators  have 
replaced  seat  handle-bars  with  most  any  kind 
of  material  procurable.  Nothing  but  the  very 
highest  grade  of  seasoned  wood  should  be  used 
and  this  of  sufficient  size  and  strength  to  carry 
a  weight  of  no  less  than  500  lbs.  without  crack- 
ing or  breaking. 

At  the  BIG  ELI  Factory,  on  new  seats  or  as 
handle-bar  replacements  we  use  nothing  but 
the  very  highest  grade,  straight  grain,  fully 
air  dried  OAK.  New  handle-bars  stained  and 
varnished  ready  to  put  on  can  be  furnished 
from  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  at  very  low  cost. 
Any  parts  of  your  handle-bar  locking  equip- 
ment that  are  not  in  first  class  condition 
should  be  replaced.  For  the  low  cost  of  these 
repairs  you  cannot  afford  to  take  chances  on 
an  accident  to  any  of  your  patrons. 

This  actually  happened  in  1934  at  a  Central 
West  Fair  during  busy  hours  when  the  rides 
were  handling  many  patrons.  A  young  man 
and  woman  riding  in  a  BIG  ELI  Seat  suddenly 
leaned  forward  against  the  handle-bar  that  was 
probably  weakened  by  age  and  also  weather 
wear,  or  had  been  replaced  and  was  undersize, 
the  handle-bar  suddenly  snapped  and  both 
patrons  fell  from  the  seat,  the  young  lady  only 
slightly  injured  but  the  young  man  very 
seriously  injured  and  taken  to  a  hospital. 

Would  this  accident  have  happened  had  the 
handle-bars  been  carefully  examined,  tested, 
and  the  necessary  replacements  made? 

Every  BIG  ELI  Operator  having  a  regular 
positon  on  a  Wheel  should  be  in  possession  of 
a   1935    Parts   Price   List.      If   you    haven't 


received  your  copy  and  would  like  to  have  one, 
a  post  card  request  with  your  name  and  ad- 
dress will  bring  you  a  copy  of  the  Parts  List 
promptly.  This  will  also  contain  some  order 
blanks  to  list  the  parts  needed,  hand  your  list 
to  the  Wheel  owner  and  have  him  place  an 
order  for  them  without  delay. 

We  are  not  trying  to  high  pressure  any  BIG 
ELI  Owner  into  buying  equipment  he  does  not 
need,  but  do  know  from  the  standpoint  of 
safety  and  efficient  operation  many  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  need  certain  parts  that  will  give  them 
greater  earning  power,  safety  and  sureness  of 
being  ready  when  patrons  are  there  to  ride. 
RE-ROPING  THE  DRIVE  SHEAVE 
An  Operator  recently  wrote  us  about  the 
proper  packing  for  drive  sheave  on  a  BIG  ELI 
Wheel.  As  it  has  been  many  months  since  we 
printed  this  information  in  these  columns  it 
will  no  doubt  be  of  interest  to  many  Operators. 

First  remove  the  worn  out  rope  from  the 
sheave  groove  and  be  sure  that  it  is  clean  of 
all  particles  of  old  rope  and  pine  tar. 

It  is  important  that  you  have  the  right 
length  of  the  right  size  rope.  13  FT.  2  IN. 
OF  7/8  INCH,  3  STRAND  STANDARD 
MANILA  ROPE  IS  REQUIRED.  The  tools 
needed  are  hammer,  and  a  block  of  wood 
wide  enough  to  go  into  the  drive  sheave 
groove  without  binding. 

Double  rope  in  the  middle.  Commence  with 
the  loop  end,  and  drive  the  two  ropes  side  by 
side  into  the  groove,  using  the  block  of  wood 
with  hammer.  Leave  two  or  three  inches  of 
loop  sticking  up.  DRIVE  STRAIGHT 
TOWARD  THE  CENTER  OF  THE 
SHEAVE  WHEEL.  Drive  the  rope  in  all  the 
way  around  the  sheave  within  a  few  inches  of 
the  end,  then  bend  the  loop  down  tight  and 
cut  off  the  loose  ends  of  the  rope  about  one- 
half  inch  short  of  the  end  of  the  loop.  Pound 
in  the  loose  ends  of  the  rope,  finish  by  pound- 
ing down  the  loop.  This  should  leave  a  smooth 
joint,  where  the  ends  meet  and  see  that  they 
do  not  overlap  and  make  a  hump. 

Some  Operators  get  the  impression  that 
a  single  layer  of  rope  in  the  groove  is  not 
enough.  They  put  a  second  layer  on  the 
first,  fastening  this  second  layer  in  place 
by  driving  nails  through  it.  clinching 
them  on  the  inner  layer  of  rope.  Nothing 
can  be  more  destructive  to  a  drive  cable 
than  the  heads  of  nails  biting  into  it. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 


A  number  of  visitors  have  called  at  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory  during  the  past  few  weeks.  John 
F.  Reid  and  Wm.  G.  Dumas,  Mgrs.  Happyland 
Shows,  Detroit,  Michigan  spent  two  days  with 
us  March  24  and  25th.  They  ordered  a  24 
foot  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  to  leave  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory  early  in  May.  This  makes 
Dumas  &  Reid's  second  big  Trailer  for  trans- 
portation use  on  the  Happyland  Shows  in 
the  State  of  Michigan. 


April  24  we  had  a  very  pleasant  visit  with  our 
friends  the  N.  S.  Dispensa  Family  of  Chicago. 
They  spent  several  hours  with  us  and  took 
back  home  with  them  their  third  No.  5  BIG 
ELI  Wheel,  a  1935  Model.  Members  of  the 
family  making  the  trip  to  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  S.  Dispensa, 
Joseph  Dispensa  and  wife,  with  John,  Paul, 
Gloria  and  Anthony  Dispensa;  also  Bob 
Mirabella,  BIG  ELI  Operator  with  the  Dis- 
pensa riding  device  equipment. 


I- 


N.  S.  Dispensa  and  4  sons,  Anthony,  Joe,  John,  Paul 


Mr.  M.  J.  Doolan  and  Party  of  Chicago, 
Illinois  were  here  April  23.  Mr.  Doolan  is 
owner  and  manager  of  Doolan  Amusement 
Company  operating  with  headquarters  in 
the  Windy  City.  Mr.  Doolan's  Party  in- 
cluded Merrill  Kearney,  Tom  Hartley,  and 
Miss  Anna  Pollin.  Drivers  Kearney  and 
Hartley  left  here  the  afternoon  of  the  23rd 
driving  the  Doolan  Chevrolet  trucks  and  two 
BIG  ELI  24  ft,  1935  Semi-Trailers  which  will 
be  used  for  transportation  equipment  on  the 
Doolan  Amusement  Company  this  season. 


The  accompanying  picture  from  left  to  right 
shows  Anthony  Dispensa,  youngest  son  of 
N.  S.  Dispensa  (shown  next,)  then  three  other 
sons,  Joe,  John  and  Paul.  All  are  ride  men 
and  the  youngest  boy  is  rapidly  learning  to 
help  load  and  operate  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 
N.  S.  Dispensa  states  he  now  has  three  BIG 
ELI  Wheels,  and  being  the  father  of  four 
sons  may  need  another  Wheel  for  the  fourth 
son  to  operate. 

*     *     * 
Our  friends  are  always  welcome  at  the  BIG 
ELI   Factory,  if  you  have  been  here,  come 
again,  if  you  haven't  visited  us  come  and  see 
us  any  time. 


RELIABLE     POWER 


F  O  R 


Any   Riding   Device 


SPECIFICATIONS 

Motor — Heavy  duty,  four  cylinder.  Bronze  Back  removable  connecting  rod  bearings;  remov- 
able babbitt  crankshaft  bearings.  Self  oiling  in-built  governor,  maintains  speed  regardless 
of  load. 

Lubrication — Splash  to  cylinders — constant  level  type.  Oil  forced  by  pump  to  all  bearings 
and  gears. 

Radiator — ELI  design,  built  for  heavy  service. 

Cooling — Thermo  syphon  system. 

Fan — Four  blade,  heavy  duty  type,  adjustable;  equipped  with  Hyatt  roller  bearings. 

Ignition — Eisemann  high  tension  magneto,  with  low  speed  winding  to  insure  hot  spark  for 
easy  starting. 

Carburetor — Zenith  model  94  with  hot  air  stove  and  air  cleaner. 

Muffler — LeRoi,  A13-38,  simple  but  effective. 

Right  Angle  Drive — Eli  Special  design.    Nickel  steel,  machine  cut  gears,  mounted  on  alloy 

steel  shafts,  with  ball  bearings.    Runs  in  oil. 
Drive  Pulley — Standard  18x6  inch.    Other  sizes  furnished  on  request.  ■ 

Horse  Power — 16  (brake  test)  H.  P. 

Truck — Standard  Eli  Engine  Truck — measures  3  ft.  wide,  6  ft.  8  in.  long. 
Weight — Eli  Power  Unit  complete  on  truck,  1184  lbs. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 


OUR  FRONT  COVER 

HTHE  BIG  ELI  Wheel  appearing  in  the 
picture  on  the  front  cover  of  this  issue  is 
managed  by  Mr.  A.  Margulis  of  St.  Louis, 
Missouri.  This  Wheel  operates  each  season 
at  High  Cliff  Park,  High  Cliff,  Wisconsin. 
The  Park  is  under  the  management  of  Mr. 
M.  H.  Neisen. 

Mr.  Margulis  and  his  Wheel  Operator  John 
Winsted  visited  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  June  4 
while  enroute  from  St.  Louis  to  High  Cliff 
Park  where  they  expected  to  open  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  the  following  Saturday. 

In  addition  to  playing  in  the  Park  during  the 
summer  season  Mr.  Margulis  operates  his 
Wheel  at  some  celebrations  in  Wisconsin  and 
also  has  two  small  Auto  Cars  which  he 
operates  regularly. 

While  here  they  purchased  some  parts  for 
the  Wheel  and  engine  and  were  looking  forward 
to  a  good  season  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin 
for  1935. 

*  *     * 

Mr.  W.  L.  Weiseman,  Manager  The  Georgia 
Attractions  writes  that  weather  conditions  in 
the  Southeast  have  been  very  much  against 
them  the  early  portion  of  this  season.  How- 
ever, in  Mr.  Weiseman's  last  letter  he  says: 
"The  weather  is  more  settled  now  and  business 
is  better." 

The  Georgia  Attractions  include  BIG  ELI 
Wheel,  Chairplane,  several  shows  and  con- 
cessions. 

*  *      * 

It  was  our  privilege  on  the  night  of  May  30 
to  spend  a  few  hours  at  Springfield,  Illinois  as 
guests  of  E.  C.  Velare,  Carl  Sedlmayr,  and 
Curtis  J.  Velare  on  the  Midway  of  the  Royal 
American  Shows.  It  was  the  Writer's  first 
visit  to  this  Midway  since  they  installed  the 
four-in-line  BIG  ELI  Wheels.  The  Wheels 
were  at  the  back  of  the  Midway,  surrounded 
by  other  rides  and  attractions  and  yet  they 
showed  up  from  a  long  distance  and  were 
getting  their  share  of  patronage. 

The  Royal  American  Midway  is  the  largest 
and  most  elaborately  lighted  outfit  we  ever 
saw.  The  two  big  25  kilowatt  General 
Electric  lighting  units  on  separate  wagons 
each  unit  having  mounted  on  the  wagon  roof 
two  immense  search  lights  was  the  feature 
attraction  and  advertisement  for  the  shows. 


Time  did  not  permit  our  attending  any  of 
the  various  attractions  but  we  did  notice  in 
spite  of  unfavorable  weather  there  was  a  nice 
crowd  on  the  Midway,  and  the  different 
attractions  were  getting  some  money. 

Some  day  we  are  going  to  get  to  the  Show 
again  and  spend  enough  time  to  name  the 
various  attractions  and  tell  you  more  about 
what  in  our  opinion  is  the  largest  single  group 
of  amusement  attractions  of  this  kind  ever 
assembled. 

Time  went  all  too  quickly,  but  we  appreciat- 
ed the  courtesies  and  entertainment  of 
Sedlmayr  and  Velare  Bros,  on  this  brief  visit. 

*  *     * 

Mr.  Mel  H.  Vaught  of  the  State  Fair  Shows 
has  ordered  a  seven  car  1935  Model  Tilt-a- 
Whirl  complete.  This  ride  will  be  shipped  to 
the  4th  of  July  location  of  the  State  Fair 
Shows  in  Brush,  Colorado  on  June  24.  Mr. 
Vaught  expects  later  to  add  another  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  and  operate  Duplex  Wheel  attractions 
on  his  Midway  for  the  celebration  season. 

*  *     * 

T.  J.  Tidwell,  T.  J.  Tidwell  Shows  has  recently 
joined  that  branch  of  the  BIG  ELI  Family 
known  as  the  Duplex  Wheel  owners.  We 
shipped  a  new  Model  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
to  Mr.  Tidwell  on  June  8.  Beginning  at 
Blackwell,  Oklahoma  and  for  his  celebration 
season  Mr.  Tidwell  will  operate  Double  No. 
5  BIG  ELI  Wheels  on  his  Midway.  We  are 
hoping  he  will  secure  a  good  picture  of  these 
rides  in  the  not  far  distant  future  that  we  may 
show  you  this  picture  in  the  columns  of  BIG 
ELI  NEWS. 

Whether  your  Show  is  of  the  largest  or  a 
medium  sized  outfit.  Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
are  attractive  and  money-getters.  Read  the 
special  article  on  pages  42  and  43,  noting  the 
number  of  Shows  now  operating  Duplex  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  on  their  Midways. 

*  *     * 

Mr.  W.  M.  Tucker  of  D.  D.  Murphy  Shows, 
St.  Louis,  Missouri  took  delivery  of  another 
24  ft.  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  and  new  ELI 
Power  Unit  from  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  on 
June  4.  Mr.  Tucker  now  has  three  24  ft. 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  which  he  uses  to 
transport  his  Merry-go-round,  Chairplane, 
and  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 
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C.  F.  Zeiger^s  BIG  ELI  Wheel  and  Tilt-U'Whirl  survive  the  flood 


The  accompanying  picture  is  one  of  several 
sent  us  by  Mr.  C.  F.  Zeiger  of  Zeiger  United 
Shows  whose  entire  Midway  was  the  center 
of  a  flood  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado  early 
in  June.  The  picture  shows  the  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  and  Tilt-a-Whirl  remaining  practically 
intact  as  the  water  was  receding.  Mr.  Zeiger 
lost  his  Merry-go-round  and  all  canvas  in  the 
flood.  Under  date  of  June  11  he  says:  "These 
pictures  were  taken  two  days  after  the  flood. 
Water  knee  and  waist  deep,  as  some  of  the 
property  was  taken  off  the  lot,  mud  two  feet 
deep.  A  house  hit  the  Merry-go-round  and 
broke  it  up."  Mr.  Zeiger  reports  having  order- 
ed a  new  Swing  from  Allan  Herschell  Company. 

A  picture  of  the  Zeiger  Midway  during  the 
height  of  the  flood  has  appeared  in  many 
newspapers  throughout  the  country.  Showing 
a  picture  of  the  Midway,  the  Kansas  City 
Times  had  this  to  say:  "Among  the  debris,  a 
sturdy  wheel  jauntily  survives  the  wall  of 
water  while  other  amusement  equipment  is 
swept  away."  Quite  a  compliment  to  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  don't  you  think? 

Manager  Zeiger  has  not  lost  his  determina- 
tion to  rebuild  his  Show  but  has  been  ordering 
equipment  with  an  optimism  which  says: 
"This  Show  Must  Go  On."  In  his  determina- 
tion any  ride  manufacturer  or  amusement  man 
should  be  willing  to  assist  him  in  any  reason- 


able way  to  accomplish  his  desires. 

Such  an  experience  as  the  Zeiger  United 
Shows  has  just  gone  through  is  quite  unusual 
and  most  disheartening.  We  compliment  Mr. 
Zeiger  upon  his  quick  action  to  get  his  equip- 
ment into  service  and  the  entire  Midway  into 
action  again. 

*  *     * 

President  Lee  A.  Sullivan  recently  visited  Mr. 
H.  H.  Dreibelbeis  and  Mr.  Otto  Stephen  on 
the  Enterprise  Shows  at  Sigourney,  Iowa. 
Going  from  Sigourney,  Iowa  to  Perry  he  saw 
the  Byers  Bros.  Shows  and  returned  to  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory  June  8. 

*  *     * 

Two  24  ft.  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  have 
recently  been  added  to  the  Sol's  Liberty 
Shows,  one  at  Bloomington,  Illinois  on  May 
18  and  another  at  Streator,  Illinois  on  June 
12.  The  Sol's  Liberty  Shows  are  largely  trans- 
ported with  Chevrolet  Trucks  and  BIG  ELI 
Semi-Trailers. 

*  *     * 

A  new  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  purchased  by 
Ed  Corey  of  Troy,  Illinois  left  our  Factory 
Friday  June  14.  Operator  Jesse  McKelley 
came  with  Mr.  Corey's  truck  and  Trailer, 
taking  the  Wheel  to  Belleville,  Illinois  for  a 
two  day  celebration  there. 
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One  of  the  Trucks,  Art  B.  Thomas^  Shoivs 


This  picture  is  one  of  several  sent  us  by  Art 
Thomas,  Owner  and  Manager  Art  Thomas 
Shows.  A  number  of  trucks  of  this  style  trans- 
port the  Art  B.  Thomas  Shows  and  Mr. 
Thomas  reports  that  this  truck  hauls  one-half 
of  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  The  name  of  BIG 
ELI  Operator  George  Beck  appears  on  the 
door  of  the  truck  and  he  no  doubt  manages 
the  truck  as  well  as  the  Wheel. 

Constantly  more  amusement  companies  are 
changing  over  to  motorized  transportation 
and  Mr.  Thomas  whose  winter  quarters  are  at 
Lennox,  South  Dakota  no  doubt  finds  this 
method  most  practical  for  making  his  locations 
in  that  State. 


Mr.  F.  L.  Flack  who  operated  his  rides  at 
the  Avon  Township  Double  Jubilee  Celebra- 
tion at  Rochester,  Michigan  June  13  to  16th 
sent  us  a  very  unique  souvenir  in  the  form  of  a 
thin  plywood  certificate  3  in.  wide  by  6  in. 
long.  This  certificate  carried  the  dates  of  the 
celebration  centennial  years  1835-1935  and 
labeled  "ONE  WOODEN  NICKEL."  On 
the  back  of  the  certificate  these  words:  "this 
Wooden  Certificate  is  issued  by  the  Avon 
Township  Double  Jubilee  in  commemoration 
of  the  100th  Anniversary  of  the  Township  of 
Avon  and  is  redeemable  for  its  face  value  in 
coin  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the 
Office  of  the  said  Avon  Township  Double 
Jubilee,  up  to  3  P.M.,  Monday,  June  17th, 
1935.  Raymond  Green,  President,  C.  W. 
Shephard,  Treasurer." 


This  is  one  of  the  most  unique  advertisements 
we  ever  saw.  While  we  have  no  report  from 
him  we  hope  Mr.  Flack's  business  at  this  cele- 
bration was  good. 

*  *  * 
While  on  a  business  trip  May  25  we  stopped 
for  a  visit  on  the  Wm.  R.  Snapp  Attractions 
Midway  at  Hannibal,  Missouri.  Manager  W. 
R.  Snapp  was  busy  and  we  failed  to  meet  him, 
but  visited  with  Mrs.  Snapp  a  short  time  and 
looked  over  the  Midway  which  was  not  in 
operation  while  we  were  there,  during  the 
day  time  hours.  The  attractions  include  BIG 
ELI  No.  5,  Parker  Baby  Q  Carry-us-all, 
Chairplane,  Tilt-a-Whirl,  Loop-o-plane,  Kiddie 
rides.  Shows  and  concessions.  It  was  an  at- 
tractive looking  midway  with  new  enclosed 
ticket  offices  on  several  of  the  rides.  Mr. 
Snapp's  attractions  are  now  in  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  playing  celebration  dates. 

As  this  is  being  written  we  are  preparing  a 
new  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  for  shipment  to 
Hennies  Bros.  Shows  where  this  ride  will  be 
combined  with  Noble  C.  Fairly's  No.  5 
Wheel  as  a  Duplex  attraction  on  the  Hennies 
Midway  for  the  celebration  season.  The 
Wheel  is  being  purchased  by  the  management 
of  the  Show  and  is  equipped  with  white  enamel 
BIG  ELI  Seats  including  scroll  decorations  in 
genuine  gold  leaf,  with  bevel  plate  glass 
mirrors.  This  Wheel  is  scheduled  to  leave  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory  week  of  June  24.  Thus 
another  Midway  is  added  to  the  list  of  those 
operating  Duplex  or  double  BIG  ELI  Wheels. 


June 


Big  Eli  News 


37 


Happyland,  Shaivs'  Detroit  Michigan,  No  2  Big  Eli  Semi'Trailer. 


'  I  'HE     accompanying     picture     shows     the 
■*■  Dumas  &  Reid  1935  Model  24  ft.  BIG  ELI 

Semi-Trailer  ready  to  leave  our  Factory.  Mr. 
V.  L.  Dickey,  Driver,  stands  near  the  cab  of 
the  operating  Chevrolet  truck.  This  outfit  left 
the  BIG  ELI  Factory  May  8th  and  is  the 
second  24  ft.  Trailer  used  for  transporting  the 
Happyland  Shows  for  their  celebration  dates 
of  1935.  Dumas  &  Reid  do  not  handle  all  of 
their  equipment  by  the  truck-trailer  method 
but  use  these  Trailers  extensively  for  loading 
purposes  and  then  haul  considerable  equip- 
ment cross-country  with  the  Trailers. 


Ride  owner  J.  A.  Montgomery  with  the  J- 
J.  Page  Shows  reports  some  fair  weeks  business 
when  weather  conditions  are  favorable.  He 
believes  and  hopes  with  settled  weather  condi- 
tions business  will  show  marked  improvement, 
over  1932  and  1933  when  the  Page  Shows 
covered  approximately  the  same  territory  as 
this  season.  Mr.  Montgomery  operates  a  No. 
5  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  Tilt-a-Whirl,  Chairplane 
and  Kiddie  Rides  on  the  Page  Midway. 


Mrs.  Mamie  Krouse  of  Detroit,  Michigan  was 
a  visitor  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  on  June  10. 
She  placed  her  order  for  a  1935  Model  seven 
car  Tilt-a-Whirl  complete  with  ELI  Power 
Unit  and  the  ride  was  shipped  from  the  Tilt-a- 
Whirl  Factory  at  Fairbault,  Minnesota  on 
June  11.  Mrs.  Krouse  has  celebration  dates  in 
and  near  Detroit  where  she  expects  to  operate 
the  Tilt-a-Whirl  with  her  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheel,  Merry-go-round  and  Chairplane.  This 
is  Mrs.  Krouse's  first  visit  to  our  Factory  since 
November  2,  1921. 

Mamie  Krouse  bought  her  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
in  1920  and  the  next  fall  she  and  her  nephew 
Harold  Grundy  (now  deceased)  visited  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory.  She  has  since  operated 
riding  devices  every  season  in  the  City  of 
Detroit,  Michigan. 


The  Weldie  J.  Swisher  Shows  will  open  the 
1935  amusement  season  at  Columbus,  Kansas 
on  July  1.  Mr.  Swisher  reports  he  has  a  number 
of  celebrations  already  booked  and  expects  a 
good  season  of  1935. 


38 


Big  Eli  News 


May 


1 — \ — 1 

'  ''  % 

■ 

L_  I      13F9I 

EJC 

:>mz    cz  o - 

» 

^                      ^ 

"■••"»> 

^ „„.    • 

«5- 

■ 

'3f 

■1 

Mi...I..:: 

■ 

= 

IIIII 
.    Hill 

t  a  1  1  1 

iiil! 

.^^                MMB^' 

16    -^ 

■  wlMwdHit...        ,.  J 

■                 ^^Hl 

■WB-^^m 

*WI*ipwi 

'    ^:i-r^L-;. 

■~*'-l!IHi 

n><>-              '^iimiiiiiiiipiiiiipipi 

Hh 

. 

Tii'o  More  BIG  ELI  Sevni-T  raiXers  for  Dee  Lang  Shows,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


This  picture  shows  two  24  ft.  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailers  sold  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Dee  Lang, 
General  Manager  Dee  Lang  Shows  St.  Louis, 
Missouri  May  8,  1935.  Note  the  possum 
boxes  for  carrying  tires  and  other  accessories 
Mr.  Lang  had  built  on  these  trailers. 

Dee  Lang  Shows  are  now  transported  on 
seven  24  ft.  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  in  addition 
to  several  short  wheel  base  trucks  all  owned  by 
the  management.  The  Show  was  scheduled  to 
play  Jacksonville,  Illinois  under  auspices  of 
the  D.  0.  K.  K.  this  month  but  had  to  give 
up  the  date  owing  to  having  other  engagements 
in  the  State  of  Iowa  where  they  are  located  at 
this  writing.  Business  is  good  when  weather 
conditions  are  favorable. 

*  *     * 

Ride  Operator  E.  Francis  Small  has  taken  a 
position  with  Mr.  Ralph  Franks  of  Wildwood, 
New  Jersey  to  operate  Mr.  Frank's  No.  16 
BIG  ELI  Wheel.  Francis  worked  for  Mr. 
Franks  in  1933  and  they  were  both  well 
satisfied.  And  now  Mr.  Small  is  again  in 
charge  of  the  BIG  ELI,  looking  forward  to  a 
good  season  of  1935. 

*  *     * 

While  enroute  from  Alton,  Illinois  to  East 
Moline  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  G.  Dodson  and  Mrs. 
Dick  O'Brien  spent  a  short  time  at  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory  on  June  2.  Dodson  Shows 
rebuilt  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  was  loaded  on 
that  date,  taken  by  truck  to  the  East  Moline 
location  where  it  began  the  season  with  the 
other  Dodson  Wheel  as  Duplex  attractions  on 
the  World's  Fair  Shows. 


Browning  Bros,  began  their  1935  amusement 
season  on  June  1  and  at  the  present  time  are 
operating  in  their  home  State  of  Oregon  and 
then  in  to  the  State  of  Washington.  Fred  J. 
and  Ed  Browning  are  owners  and  Managers  of 
the  Amusement  Company. 

*  *     * 

Mr.  Clarence  Barthel's  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
is  operating  at  Carolina  Beach,  North  Carolina. 
He  advises  the  season  opened  June  15  and 
they  are  looking  forward  to  good  business  on 
the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  and  other  attractions. 

*  *     * 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Barker  and  Secretary  Eugene  C. 
Cook  of  Barker  Shows  recently  visited  at  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory  while  passing  through  our 
City.  They  reported  having  booked  their 
4th  of  July  celebration  within  twenty-five 
miles  of  Jacksonville  and  asked  us  to  visit 
them  that  week.  Both  Mrs.  Barker  and  Mr. 
Cook  report  they  believe  business  would  be 
good  if  weather  conditions  would  just  break 
favorable. 

*  *     * 

Seven  car  Tilt-a-Whirl  report  for  four  days  at 

a  recent  celebration: 

Thursday $  16.50 

Friday 287.85 

Saturday 319.05 

Sunday 139.35 

Total $762.75 

This  indicates  the  popularity  of  the  Tilt- 
a-Whirl  when  crowds  are  there  to  ride.  The 
seven  car  Tilt-a-Whirl  is  a  flashy,  money- 
getting  riding  device. 
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Wm.  Hoffner,  ride  owner  of  Elmwood,  Illinois  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Corey  now  have  two  No. 

reports  he  expects  to  start  the  season  with  his  5  Wheels  and  a  BABY  ELI.   They  operate  at 

July  4th  celebration,  then  play  celebrations  independent  celebrations  in  their  home  State 

and  Fairs  the  remainder  of  the  season.    Mr.  with  these  rides  and  their  Chairplane.    They 

Hoffner  formerly  lived  at  Peoria  and  about  one  are  real  boosters  for  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 

year  ago  moved  to  Elmwood  to  the  property  *     *     * 

he  purchased  there.   He  is  the  owner  of  a  BIG  p    j^    Rubble  of  Petersburg,  Indiana  reports 

ELI  No.  5  and  Allan  Herschell  Carousselle.  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  -^^^^^^^  ^^  p   p    ^^^^  -^  ^ 

*  *  *  BIG  ELI  Wheel  and  now  owns  two  Wheels 
Duplex  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheels  at  Riverview  ^.^^^^^  j^^  p^^^j^  ^p^^^^^^  independent 
Park,  Chicago,  Illinois  have  experienced  almost  ^-^.^^  ^^^-^^^  -^  ^^^  g^^^^^  ^j  ^^^-^^^  ^^^ 
continuous  bad  weather  since  the  opening  date  Illinois 

in  May.    Owner  Elmer  D.  Robinson  expects 

some  big  weeks  from  these  rides  during  the  HI^^^HH^^^H^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

picnic    season    at    Riverview    beginning    this  WFSTrOTT 
month.    The  Wheels  are  well  located  in  the 

park  and  properly  manned  with  experienced  m.  B.  (Mort)  Westcott  veteran  outdoor  show- 
operators— I.  E.  and  Ted  Dion— and  we  look  ^an  and  riding  device  owner  passed  away  at 
for  some  good  reports  from  the  No.  12's  during  his  home  in  Plant  City,  Florida  May  9  after 
this  season.    Also  hope  to  show  the  NEWS  a  lingering  illness. 

readers  a  picture  of  these  Wheels  in  the  not  j^^^.^  Westcott  was  of  a  genial  disposition, 

far  distant  future.  ^  gentleman  at  all  times  and  for  a  long  period 

*  *  *  .  of  years  was  a  personal  friend  of  the  late  W. 
This  report  comes  to  us  of  a  celebration  this  g   SuHivan 

spring,  four  days'  work  on  a  BIG  ELI  No.  ,,      „x               ■             •      ,    ,       ,  • 

r  ^^        .  Mr.    Westcott   IS   survived   by   his   widow 

rr,,        J     '                                           a?  1 1  1  c  Maud  Westcott  who  was  his  partner  in  the 

Thursday $  11.15  ■-,•■,•      v     ■          . 

■p  . ,                                                      2Q0  f^o  riding  device  business  for  many  years. 

Saturday                                              467.40  Thus  another  ride  man  of  the  old  school  has 

Sunday                                                 299.15  gone  on.    As  while  he  was  not  active  in  this 

business  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life  he 

'j'Q^al                                           $1  008.20  'w^il^  lo"^?  be  remembered  by  many  who  knew 

We   frequently   receive    good   reports   like  him  and  valued  his  friendship. 

this  at  the  late  summer  fairs  and  celebrations  Mort  Westcott  was  a  credit  to  the  business 

but  very  seldom  such  a  report  reaches  us  this  as  a  riding  device  owner  where  he  was  identified 

early  in  the  spring.  Our  customer  reports  cold,  for  many  years. 

windy  weather  the  first  day  and  fair  weather  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

the  last  three  days  of  the  celebration. 

BOOKING    LISTS 

'T'HE  following  Park  and  Amusement  Companies  want  to  book  BIG  ELI  WHEELS  and 

Tilt-a-Whirls  for  the  season  of  1935.    We  do  not  guarantee  these  locations  other  than  to 

give  their  names,  addresses  and  data  as  has  been  furnished  us.  (Ask  for  information  on  file). 

BIG  ELI  WHEELS  TILT-A-WHIRLS 

Dannels  Amusement  Company  Bright  Light  Shows 

Grandview  Park  ^    t   t^     u  ou          t 

r^      ^  c     ^-i.        c<u  O.  J.  Bach  Shows,  Inc. 
Great  Southern  Shows 

Idora  Park  Dannels  Amusement  Company 

Lake  Winola  Park  Grandview  Park 
Lake  Resort 

North  Beach  Lake  Resort 

Walker's  Lake  Park  North  Beach 
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A  bi-monthly  magazine  for  the  benefit  of  those 
interested  in  the  riding  device  business.  For 
ten  years ,  this  magazine  was  called  The 
OPTIMIST.  Now  there  is  nothing  new  but 
the  name.  BIG  ELI  is  our  registered  trade 
mark,  hence,  BIG  ELI  NEWS  is  protected 
by  the  use  of  the  words  BIG  ELI.  The 
magazine,  supporting  clean  amusements,  pub- 
lished in  the  interest  of  ELI  BRIDGE 
COMPANY,  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  U.  S.  A. 
Builders   of   the    Famous   BIG    ELI    Wheel. 

LEE   A.   SULLIVAN President 

J.  L.  SULLIVAN Vice  President 

L.  L.  SULLIVAN Secretary-Treasurer 

BEN.  O.  ROODHOUSE Sales  Manager 

EDITORIAL 

TN  TALKING  with  an  amusement  man  just 
recently  he  told  me  he  always  divided  the 
season  into  four  periods  as  follows: 

1.  Season's  opening  date  to  Decoration  Day 

2.  Decoration  Day  to  July  4th 

3.  July  4th  to  Labor  Day 

4.  Labor  Day  to  Home  Sweet  Home 

He  then  went  on  to  state  that  as  they  began 
their  season  in  mid-April  July  4th  was  very 
near  the  half-way  place  for  him.  "It  is  hard  to 
realize,"  he  said,  "with  so  little  sunshine  and 
warm  weather  that  July  4th  is  so  near.  I 
believe,"  he  said,  "we  are  approaching  a 
period  of  real  sunshine  and  warm  seasonable 
days  and  nights  and  that  is  harvest  time  for 
the  amusement  business." 

To  amusement  men  July  4th  is  the  beginning 
of  the  celebration  season.  First  the  summer 
picnics  and  celebrations  followed  by  the 
county  and  district  fairs.  It  is  considered  the 
profitable  harvest  time  for  outdoor  amuse- 
ments. 

As  this  is  being  written  it  is  June,  late  for 
corn  planting  time  in  the  Central  West  and 
yet  some  amusement  men  located  in  farming 
communities  during  the  past  two  or  three 
weeks  have  told  us  business  has  been  light 
even  when  weather  conditions  were  favorable 
because  the  farmers  were  working  night  and 


day  plowing,  preparing  ground  and  planting. 
Corn  must  be  in  the  ground  this  month  if  the 
farmer  expects  even  with  a  reasonably  late 
fall  to  realize  on  his  crops.  We  saw  some  of 
this  as  we  traveled  through  the  country.  It 
temporarily  interferes  with  business  on  the 
amusement  midways  and  yet  if  the  outlook 
for  harvest  time  is  favorable  it  will  mean  more 
business  at  the  County  Fairs  the  coming  fall. 

Growing  conditions  have  directly  or  in- 
directly an  effect  on  all  territories  in  all  lines 
of  business.  What  is  produced  from  the  soil 
effects  manufacturing  and  many  depend  upon 
positions  in  industrial  plants.  Whether  it's 
Wheat,  Corn,  or  Oats  in  the  Central  West  or 
Cotton  or  Tobacco  in  the  South  and  South 
East,  it  is  all  reflected  into  your  business  and 
mine. 

Many  have  mentioned  and  some  have 
complained  at  the  excessive  rain  throughout 
the  country  during  the  past  sixty  days.  Yet 
there  are  certain  natural  laws  that  cannot  be 
denied.  Isn't  it  logical  to  consider  that  one 
extreme  follows  another?  We  had  the  drouth 
in  1934,  the  laws  of  all  nature  tell  us  the 
extreme  drouth  condition  must  be  balanced 
off,  we  have  had  a  very  wet  spring  in  1935. 

Now  if  summer  and  fall  are  seasonable  we 
shall  all  benefit. 

Harvest  time  is  expressive  in  all  lines  of 
business  as  the  most  profitable  season  of  the 
year  from  mid-summer  to  late  fall.  So  let's 
look  forward  to  it  with  optimism  and  deter- 
mination; be  ready  to  secure  our  portion  and 
go  on  to  a  more  prosperous  condition  the 
coming  winter  and  in  1936. 

These  thoughts  are  passed  on  to  you  after 
careful  logical  thought.  Whether  you  fully 
agree  with  us  is  not  the  question,  but  if  we 
have  caused  you  to  think  more  deeply  on  these 
things  the  intention  of  these  statements  have 
been  accomplished. 

*  *  * 
This  year  the  23rd  annual  BIG  ELI  Contests 
for  July  4th  are  being  held.  On  the  opposite 
page  these  contests  are  described.  If  you  find 
an  entry  card  in  this  mailing  and  have  not 
already  entered  our  contests,  do  so  as  a  ride 
owner  or  operator.  If  there  is  no  card  enclosed 
and  you  are  a  ride  owner  or  operator,  an 
ordinary  government  postal  card,  naming 
your  ride,  stating  your  interest  in  the  contest 
and  giving  your  4th  of  July  location  will  place 
you  in  the  contest  and  a  blank  for  reporting 
will  be  mailed  to  you  soon  after  July  4th. 
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Announcing  the  BIG  ELI  Annual 
Fourth  of  July  Contest 


'T'HIS  is  our  twenty-third  annual  Fourth  of  July  Contest.    These  Contests  have  been  con- 
■^  ducted  every  year  since  1913.   1934  Contests  showed  better  results  than  1932  or  1933.   Here's 
hoping  this  year  will  indicate  more  improvement,  and  that  Ride  Owner's  receipts  on  the  Big 
Day  of  1935  will  be  better  than  several  years  in  the  past. 

TIME  IS  SHORT,  4th  of  July  is  not  far  away.  Some  have  already  entered  the  Contest, 
if  you  have  not  done  so  send  in  your  entry  card  NOW  before  you  lay  this  copy  of  BIG  ELI 
NEWS  aside. 

We  want  more  entries  in  this  Contest  than  we  have  had  for  a  number  of  years.  The  more 
entries  the  more  interesting  the  Contest.  We  want  as  many  taking  part  in  these  Contests  each 
year  as  possible. 

IT  COSTS  YOU  NOTHING  TO  ENTER.  EVERY  ENTRY  IS  ELIGIBLE  FOR  A 
PRIZE.  JUSTFILLOUTTHEENCLOSEDCARD  AND  MAILITTOUS.  THEN  AFTER 
JULY  4th  WE  WILL  SEND  YOU  A  REPORT  BLANK  TO  FILL  OUT  AND  SEND  TO  US. 

All  entry  cards  must  be  postmarked  not  later  than  midnight,  July  3rd.  Canadian  Rides 
may  also  enter  and  as  their  celebration  day  is  July  1st  the  entry  card  must  be  postmarked  not 
later  than  midnight  June  30th.  Owners  of  Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels  must  divide  the  receipts, 
reporting  only  on  a  single  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  Thus,  a  single  wheel  owner  will  be  in  fair  competition 
with  other  wheel  owners  even  though  some  may  operate  two,  three  or  four  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
on  the  same  Midway. 

Every  Ride  Owner  who  enters,  and  sends  in  his  report  will  receive  a  worthwhile  souvenir. 
We  appreciate  your  interest  in  these  contests  during  past  years  and  ask  your  continued  support 
in  1935. 

Contest  No.  1  the  six  BIG  ELI  Wheel  owners  Contest  No.  2  for  Riding  Devices  other  than 
whose  wheels  have  the  highest  receipts  on  BIG  ELI  Wheels.  The  six  owners  whose 
July  4,  1935  (or  if  in  Canada  on  July  1)  from  rides  have  the  highest  receipts  on  July  4  (or 
7  A.M.  to  12  midnight  will  receive  the  follow-  if  in  Canada  on  July  1)  from  7  A.M.  to  12 
ing  cash  prizes:  midnight    will    receive    the    following    cash 

prizes: 


First $5.00 

Second 3.00 

Third 2.00 

Fourth 1.00 


First $5.00 

Second 3.00 

Third 2.00 

Fourth 1.00 

Fifth 1.00  Fifth 1.00 

Sixth 1.00  Sixth 1.00 


REMEMBER:  THERE  IS  NO  CHARGE  FOR  ENTRY.  YOU  MAY  BE  A  PRIZE 
WINNER.  TIME  IS  SHORT.  FILL  OUT,  SIGN,  STAMP  AND  MAIL  YOUR  ENTRY 
NOW! 
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BIG  ELI  TALKS 
DUPLEX     BIG     ELI     WHEELS 


XT7HEN  a  new  ride  is  planned  or  a  special 
'  attraction  is  introduced  in  the  amuse- 
ment field  it  is  most  always  sponsored  in  a 
big  amusement  location  or  on  a  Show  Midway. 
When  it  has  been  sufficiently  proved  to 
interest  other  amusement  men  then  the  idea 
spreads  to  Midways  throughout  the  country. 
This  is  just  what  happened  on  the  plan  of 
operating  Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels  instead  of 
just  a  single  Wheel  as  had  been  used  for  many 
years. 

When  Mr.  Elmer  and  Mrs.  Ruby  Velare 
visited  us  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  in  the 
winter  of  1927  Mr.  Velare  explained  that  he 
expected  to  have  Duplex  BIG  ELI  No.  12 
Wheels  on  the  Royal  American  Shows  Mid- 
way beginning  the  season  of  1928,  flash  them 
with  many  lights  and  locate  them  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Midway.  A  big  organ  to  be 
used  between  the  Wheels  and  the  rides  to  be 
connected  by  steel  struts  to  replace  the  near 
windbraces.  While  Double  Wheel  arrange- 
ment had  been  tried  temporarily  on  various 


shows  no  Midway  had  continuously  operated 
two  Wheels  prior  to  that  time.  Mr.  Velare's 
prediction  was  that  other  shows  would  adopt 
the  same  method  as  his  idea  became  a  proven 
success. 

We  looked  at  these  Wheels  for  the  first 
time  at  Decatur,  Illinois  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Fair  Season  of  1928.  Some  pictures  were 
taken  of  them,  they  were  a  real  flash  and  Mr. 
Velare  reported  the  Wheels  were  topping  the 
Midway.  In  fact  the  plan  worked  out  so 
well  the  Royal  American  Shows  later  added 
two  more  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheels  and  learned 
by  setting  these  rides  at  the  rear  of  the  Mid- 
way the  extra  lights  of  the  moving  Wheels  and 
view  of  the  patrons  the  full  length  of  the  Mid- 
way increased  their  income. 
*     *     * 

In  1929  and  1930  such  amusement  men  as 
John  R.  Castle  of  the  then  Morris  and  Castle 
Shows,  Charles  Miller  of  Chicago,  Illinois, 
Capt.  David  Latlip,  Charleston,  West  Virginia 
and  Roy  Gray  of  Big  State  Shows  saw  the 
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Miller    Amusement 
Enterprises' 

No.  5  BIG  ELI 
WHEELS,  Chicaso. 

These  Wheels  have 
been  in  Service  as 
Duplex  Attractions 
Since  1929. 


possibilities  and  added  other  BIG  ELI 
Wheels.  The  depression  came  on  and  the 
further  development  of  the  Duplex  Wheel 
idea  was  delayed.  But  again  with  the  season 
of  1934  Duplex  Wheels  began  appearing  on 
various  Midways  throughout  the  country. 
This  year  more  have  been  added  until  this 
list  gives  some  of  those  now  operating  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  in  addition  to  those  already 
mentioned: 

America's  Model  Shows,  Crowley  United, 
Dee  Lang,  Dodson's  World  Fair,  Bill  H. 
Hames,  Happyland  Shows,  Hennies  Bros., 
(beginning  July  4th  week),  Johnny  J.  Jones 
Exposition,  Riverview  Park,  Rubin  &  Cherry, 
Sol's  Liberty  Shows,  T.  J.  Tidwell. 

One  of  the  pictures  shown  with  this  article 
is  the  original  arrangement  of  the  Royal  Ameri- 
can Shows  Duplex  BIG  ELI  No.  12's.  The 
other  picture  shows  No.  5  Wheels  owned  by 


Charles    Miller's   Amusement    Enterprises   of 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

Now  for  the  results  of  operating  Double  or 
Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels.  One  of  the  medium 
sized  Shows  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  list 
gave  us  accurate  figures  of  their  income  of 
1934  with  double  Wheels  as  compared  with  a 
single  Wheel  in  1933.  This  increase  was 
exactly  TOjo'.c-  No  doubt  the  average  of 
these  double  Wheels  through  the  country 
increased  receipts  by  60%.  But  even  50% 
increase  with  the  second  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
makes  it  a  profitable  investment. 

In  a  future  article  we  expect  to  deal  with 
the  method  of  operating  double  Wheels, 
mentioning  types  of  power  equipment  and 
speed,  from  the  experiences  of  those  who  have 
reported  to  us. 

Yours  for  money-getting  attractions, 
Ben  O.  Roodhouse, 
Sales  Manager. 
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BIG  ELI  SEMI-TRAILERS 


Tivo  of  Russell  Bros'.  BIG  ELI  SEMI-TRAILERS. 


"CIVE   BIG   ELI   Employees  were  recently 
privileged  to  visit  the  Russell  Bros.  Circus 
at    Beardstown,    Illinois,    just    thirty    miles 
from  the  BIG  ELI  Factory. 

While  some  of  us  were  visiting  with  acquaint- 
ances on  the  Show  others  inspected  truck- 
trailer  equipment  as  the  majority  of  these 
Trailers  were  built  in  the  BIG  ELI  Factory. 
Twenty-two  BIG  ELI  units  are  transporting, 
daily,  various  equipment  that  makes  up  this 
modern  up  to  date  circus  outfit. 

Manager  C.  W.  Webb  informed  us  that  his 
Circus  is  divided  into  several  different  depart- 
ments for  transportation  purposes.  There  is 
the  24  foot  Pole  Trailer,  for  the  Main  tent. 
It  carries  five  40  foot  center  poles  (4  for  regular 
service,  1  spare)  about  30  27-foot  quarter 
poles  and  one  hundred  12-foot  side  poles. 
Two  more  Trailers  are  used  for  BIG  Top 
canvas.  This  is  a  110-foot  tent  with  50-foot 
middle  pieces.  There  are  various  seat  Trailers. 
Other  Trailers  transport  the  menagerie  top 
and  one  Trailer  No.  36  is  for  side  show  equip- 
ment. Mr.  Webb  says  this  carries  a  real  load 
and  in  a  picture  accompanying  we  show  you 
this  round  front  end  24-foot  unit. 


Kitchen  and  Dining  Room  equipment  are 
transported  on  their  own  units.  A  special 
Kitchen  Trailer  contains  work  tables,  stove 
and  large  ice  box. 

The  animals  are  loaded  in  their  respective 
trailers.  Several  cage  wagons  are  on  light  four 
wheel  type  trailers.  The  elephants  are  trans- 
ported in  two  Trailers,  the  biggest  of  them  in 
the  BIG  ELI  Elephant  Trailer,  the  small 
elephants  in  a  lighter  type  Trailer.  The  ring 
stock  and  other  animals  must  be  loaded  care- 
fully and  transported  safely,  thus  they  have 
their  exact  space  alloted  for  each  move. 

The  electric  department  is  another  very 
complete  outfit.  This  is  in  charge  of  E.  Peter- 
son who  is  also  head  mechanic  of  the  Russell 
Circus.  An  efficient  builder,  a  man  who 
certainly  fits  into  the  motorized  transportation 
plan  of  this  Circus. 

A  four  wheel  Trailer  was  especially  designed 
for  combined  ticket  and  general  office.  This 
Trailer  was  well  finished  and  nicely  equipped. 
Secretary  James  Webb  and  Treasurer  Ray 
Blankenship  showed  us  the  inside  of  the  Trail- 
er, a  complete  moving  office,  in  a  different 
location  every  day,  but  ready  to  handle 
business  affairs  with  speed  and  accuracy. 
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Russell  Bros'.  Circus  Side  Shoiv  Trailer 


Then  you  would  be  surprised  at  the  number 
of  modern  house  trailers  that  complete  an 
outfit  of  this  kind.  We  were  surprised  at  the 
enlargement  of  this  modern  Amusement  Unit 
from  two  years  ago  when  we  visited  them  at  a 
nearby  city. 

It  is  a  modern,  efficient  Circus  outfit.  We 
are  pleased  that  BIG  ELI  Trailer  equipment 
has  a  part  in  transporting  Russell  Bros. 
Circus. 

*      *      * 

A  number  of  modern  carnival  companies  are 
also  transported  on  trucks  and  trailers.  Some 
of  them  are  by  no  means  small  outfits,  as  some 
would  have  you  believe.  One  local  committee- 
man expressed  himself  in  this  way:  "OH, 
THAT'S  JUST  A  TRUCK  OUTFIT,  WE 
WANT  A  BIG  RAILROAD  SHOW."  He 
doesn't  begin  to  realize  the  extensiveness  of 
truck    transportation.     Some    of    the    most 


modern  up  to  date  carnival  outfits  in  the 
business  are  transported  quickly  and  safely 
as  motorized  units. 

Some  of  these  are:  Sol's  Liberty  Shows,  Dee 
Lang  Shows,  J.  L.  Landes  Shows.  Do  you 
realize  that  a  carnival  company  like  Sol's 
Liberty  Shows  have  between  20  and  30 
combination  trucks  and  trailers  and  shorter 
wheel  base  trucks  to  say  nothing  of  the  many 
house  cars  that  complete  the  outfit?  It  some- 
times runs  to  over  fifty  units. 

The  fact  that  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  are 
being  used  on  these  outfits  is  the  best  proof 
of  their  reliability  for  daily  and  weekly  trans- 
portation of  amusement  equipment  the  value 
of  which  runs  into  thousands  of  dollars.  You 
are  requested  to  investigate  our  Semi-Trailer 
equipment.  YEARS  AND  YEARS  OF 
SATISFACTORY  SERVICE  ARE  BUILT 
INTO  BIG  ELI  TRAILERS. 


NEW    LAMP    PRICES 

Effective   at  once— the   Price   of    Genuine  "A"    Grade   G.    E.    Edison    Mazda 

Lamps  are  as  follows: 

15  Watt  Inside  Frosted,  per  case  of  120 $16.50 

25  Watt  Inside  Frosted,  per  case  of  120 16.50 

40  Watt  Inside  Frosted,  per  case  of  120 16.50 

60  Watt  Inside  Frosted,  per  case  of  120 16.50 

These  prices  for  lamps  in  case  lots  include  transportation  to  your  station. 

Prompt  Shipment. 

ORDER   YOUR  LAMP  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  THE  FAIRS 

USE  GENUINE  BEST   GRADE  EDISON   MAZDAS 
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THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 


"^^OT  long  ago  an  inquiry  came  from  an 
owner  asking  for  quotation  on  a  drive 
cable  ^  inch  diameter  for  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 
Occasionally  an  owner  or  operator  decides  he 
may  get  better  or  longer  service  from  a  cable 
bigger  than  the  standard  one-half  inch  dia- 
meter, six  strand  wire  rope.  Our  answer  to 
such  inquiries  reads  as  follows: 

"When  BIG  ELI  Wheels  were  designed  the 
required  cable  size  was  given  careful  con- 
sideration. One-half  inch  diameter  was 
decided  upon  because  it  has  ample  strength  to 
pull  the  maximum  load  and  will  give  reason- 
able length  of  service  if  given  proper  care. 

"The  wood  drive  rims  and  the  grooves,  in 
both  the  idler  and  the  drive  sheave  of  the 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  were  designed  for  one-half 
inch  cable.  If  you  use  5-8  inch  cable  it  means 
that  this  is  over-size  for  the  wood  drive  rims 
and  the  two  groove  idler  sheave  wheel.  Then 
%  inch  cable  laid  side  by  side  does  not  fit  the 
groove  of  the  drive  sheave  thus  the  cable 
will  rub  badly  and  cause  excessive  wear. 
Consequently  ^i  inch  cable  will  give  less 
service  than  the  standard  one-half  inch  cable. 

"Use  one-half  inch  diameter,  six  strand 
wire  rope  on  any  adult  size  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 
Only  on  the  BABY  ELI  Wheel  do  we  use  a 
different  size  and  this  only  requires  %  inch 
diameter  endless  drive  cable." 
*     *     * 

We  have  examined  a  number  of  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  drive  cables  during  the  past  several 
weeks.  Some  of  these  cables  show  excessive 
wear  that  would  not  be  expected  from  just 
ordinary  use  of  the  cable.  There  can  be  several 
reasons  for  such  wear.  These  are  listed  as 
follows: 

1.  Lack  of  lubrication  on  the  cable. 

2.  Cable  rubbing  at  the  cross  or  not  getting 
the  proper  contact  with  the  sheave  wheels  thus 
getting  excessive  wear  at  these  points. 

3.  Wood  drive  rim  ropes  worn  out,  cable 
cuts  into  the  wood  and  running  against  iron 
bolts  on  the  ends  of  these  rims. 

The  first  reason  can  be  remedied  by  using 
plenty  of  pine  tar  that  not  only  gives  pulling 
power  to  the  cable  without  slippage  but  also 
protects  the  cable  from  the  weather  and 
supplies  sufficient  lubrication  that  is  necessary 
for  a  wire  rope  of  this  kind.  Plenty  of  pine 
tar  also  allows  you  to  run  the  cable  looser 
and  this  lengthens  the  life  of  it. 


If  the  cable  is  rubbing  at  the  cross  it  can 
be  caused  by  either  threading  the  cable  the 
wrong  way  or  mechanical  defects  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  Wheel.  If  the  Wheel  frame  is 
properly  square,  plumb  and  level  with  the 
cable  threaded  right  handed  it  should  not 
rub  at  the  cross. 

Right  hand  threading  means  as  you  stand 
facing  the  sheave  wheels  inside  the  towers, 
grasp  the  cable  coming  down  from  your  left, 
taking  it  in  your  right  hand,  passing  it  over 
the  drive  sheave,  back  under  and  over  the 
idler  sheave,  around  the  drive  sheave  again, 
up  under  and  around  the  second  groove  on  the 
idler  sheave  and  then  passing  up  to  the  Wheel 
on  your  right.  That  brings  the  final  strand  as 
it  goes  up  to  the  right  side  (or  front)  of  the 
Wheel  nearest  to  you.  Regardless  of  what  some 
operator  may  have  told  you,  this  is  right  hand 
threading  and  the  correct  way  to  place  a 
cable  on  the  sheave  wheels  of  a  BIG  ELI 
Wheel. 


If  the  ropes  in  your  wood  drive  rims  are 
badly  worn,  the  cable  may  be  cutting  into 
the  wood  at  the  ends  of  the  rims  and  rubbing 
against  the  bolts.  Re-rope  the  wood  rims  at 
once.  One-half  inch  rope  properly  doubled 
and  pulled  into  the  wood  drive  rim  grooves 
can  be  stapled  down  at  the  ends  so  that  the 
staples  avoid  touching  the  drive  cable.  This 
will  improve  the  pulling  power  of  your  cable 
and  give  it  longer  service.  These  suggestions 
are  made  for  the  good  of  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
owner  and  operator  and  for  longer  drive  cable 
service. 


A  long  time  BIG  ELI  Operator  friend,  M. 
E.  Buckner  just  writes  us  from  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

"Well,  I  am  back  home  with  Mr.  Chas. 
Oliver  and  we  are  getting  the  Rides  ready  for 
the  Fourth  of  July.  I  am  entering  the  Wheel 
and  Whip  in  the  Contest  and  hope  I  will  be 
in  the  Money  this  year. 

"I  have  been  busy  the  past  5  or  6  weeks. 
Don't  forget  the  Rides  in  Contest. 
M.  E.  Buckner." 

Glad  to  hear  from  our  friend  "Buck."  He 
had  been  out  of  the  operating  game  for  some 
time. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 


President  Lee  A.  Sullivan  and  Sales  Manager 
Ben  0.  Roodhouse  visited  the  Sol's  Liberty 
Shows  at  Bloomington,  Illinois  on  May  18. 
While  the  weather  was  cold  that  Saturday 
night  Sol's  Shows  escaped  rain,  and  had  a 
good  attendance  on  the  Midway.  Friday,  May 
25,  the  same  men  visited  the  W.  R.  Snapp 
Attractions  Midway  in  Hannibal,  Missouri 
and  later  the  same  evening  the  Dee  Lang 
Shows  at  Quincy,  Illinois.  These  outfits 
seemed  to  be  doing  fair  business  when  weather 
conditions  gave  them  a  chance. 

*  *     * 

The  Hennies  Bros.  Shows  played  the  home 
City  of  BIG  ELI  Products  week  of  May  13 
to  18th  under  the  American  Legion.  Weather 
conditions  were  very  unfavorable.  The 
Hennies  Shows  had  a  good  attendance  several 
nights  during  the  week  and  this  being  their 
first  visit  to  our  City  their  flashy  Midway 
created  much  favorable  comment. 

Much  visiting  was  done  between  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  Show  and  members  of  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory  Family.  Among  those  whom  we 
saw  during  the  week  were  Harry  and  Orville 
Hennies,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Noble  C.  Fairly,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Hutchison,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Goss  who  visited  from  East  St. 
Louis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  J.  Velare  of  the 
Royal  American  Shows. 

*  *     * 

J.  W.  Byers  and  Henry  Elliott  of  Byers 
Bros.  Shows  spent  a  few  hours  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  on  June  12.  They  came  after  Byers 
Bros,  new  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  and  trans- 
ported it  to  Boone,  Iowa  on  one  of  Byers 
Bros,  truck-trailer  outfits. 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Sullivan,  Mother  of  Lee  A.  Sul- 
livan, President  and  L.  L.  Sullivan,  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  was  seriously  injured  on  June  1 
when  she  slipped  on  a  rug  in  her  home  in  this 
City.  Mrs.  Sullivan  suffered  a  compound 
fracture  of  the  pelvis  bone  and  at  this  writing 
is  confined  to  Passavant  Hospital.  She  is 
improving  gradually  but  will  be  confined  to 
the  Hospital  for  a  number  of  weeks. 

*  *     * 

It  was  the  privilege  of  five  members  of  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory  Family,  Lee  A.  Sullivan, 
Ben  O.  Roodhouse,  R.  H.  March,  J.  F. 
Prewitt,  and  J.  F.  Smith  to  pay  a  visit  to 


Russell  Bros.  Circus  at  Beardstown,  Illinois 
June  15.  While  there  we  visited  with  many 
old  friends  and  met  some  new  ones  with  that 
organization.  Among  these  were  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
C.  W.  Webb,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob  O'Hara,  E. 
Peterson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Less  Hutchison,  Mr. 
James  Webb,  Secretary,  Mr.  Ray  Blanken- 
ship,  Treasurer,  Harry  Seymour,  Legal  ad- 
juster, and  Slim  Richards. 

We  attended  the  night  performances  and 
took  in  the  side  show;  later  the  big  show  and 
to  make  the  visit  complete  stayed  for  the 
concert.  The  show  has  been  greatly  enlarged 
since  the  Writer  saw  it  two  years  ago.  At  the 
main  performance  we  especially  enjoyed  the 
well  trained  High  School  horses,  and  the  five 
Flying  Fishers  High  Trapeze  Act.  Then  at 
the  after  show  Topsy  the  Trained  Chim- 
panzee was  especially  featured. 

Business  on  Russell  Bros.  Circus  at  Beards- 
town  was  light.  The  day  before  showing 
Beardstown  they  were  at  Quincy,  Illinois  and 
we  clipped  the  following  news  item  from  the 
Quincy  Whig-Herald. 

"RUSSELL  BROS.  CIRCUS,  CLEAN, 
PEPPY  SHOW" 

"Although  not  as  elaborate  as  some  of  the 
larger  Circuses,  the  Russell  Bros.  Show  which 
Exhibited  here  Friday  can  lay  claim  to  one 
honor,  it  was  the  cleanest  Circus  to  show  here 
in  many  years. 

"The  courteous  ushers,  attired  in  clean,  new 
green  jackets,  feature  performers  in  spick  and 
span  costumes,  everything  connected  with 
the  Show  was  clean.  The  horses  and  dogs 
showed  the  benefit  of  careful  attention  by  their 
handlers  and  even  the  quartette  of  elephants 
had  been  given  their  daily  bath. 

"The  clowns  were  exceptional  for  a  smaller 
class  Circus,  the  wire  walkers,  trapeze  acts, 
and  High  School  horses  were  among  the  best 
seen  here." 

We  can  truthfully  O.K.  the  above  state- 
ments from  our  actual  experience  at  the 
performance.  Everything  worked  fast  and  in 
perfect  order.  We  didn't  see  a  second  class 
act  in  the  entire  show.  From  the  candy 
butchers  to  the  clowns  it  was  a  clean  outfit. 
We  say  this  not  to  curry  favor  with  the 
management  of  the  Russell  Circus  but  because 
it  is  the  truth  and  they  deserve  great  credit  for 
giving  local  citizens  in  the  towns  they  play 
clean  wholesome  amusements. 


Safe  -  -  Economical  -  -Transportation 


20  foot  BIG  ELI  SEMI-TRAILER 

On  a  Recent  Visit  to  SOL'S  LIBERTY  SHOWS  we  saw  the  many  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer's 
used  for  Transporting  their  Equipment.  Besides  Mr.  Solomon's  10  BIG  ELI  Trailers 
there  were  Mrs.  Solomons'  and  Mrs.  Lieberwitz'  Corn-Game  Trailer.  Mrs.  Brundage's 
Penny  Arcade  Trailer,  H.  J.  Talley's  Hollywood  Gold  Diggers  Trailer  and  the  Cook- 
House  1935  Outfit  owned  by  Mr.  H.  McClellan— a  total  of  15  BIG  ELI  Trailer  Units. 

Later  we  visited  Russell  Bros.  Circus;  they  use  22  BIG  ELI  Units  on  their  every- 
day moves  throughout  the  season. 

Not  only  BIG  ELI  Wheels  but  also  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  Bring  Amusements 
to  the  Citizens  of  the  U.  S.  A.  every  week  of  the  season. 

BIG  ELI  TRAILERS'  best  recommendation  is  their  many  satisfied  users. 

Ask  about  Safe  Transportation  the  BIG  ELI  Way. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

35  Years  in  the  Outdoor  Amusement  Manufacturing  Business 
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D.  S.  Dudley's  DeLuxe  Model  No.  5  BIG  ELI.     (See  Page  50) 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 


OUR  FRONT  COVER 

For  the  cover  design  of  this  issue  of  BIG 
ELI  NEWS  we  are  pleased  to  show  you 
a  1935  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  equipped  with 
white  enamel  seats  and  gold  leaf  decorations, 
an  attractive  entrance  sign,  well  lighted  up- 
to-date  riding  device.  This  is  the  property  of 
Mr.  D.  S.  Dudley,  Owner  D.  S.  Dudley 
Shows  of  Mankins,  State  of  Texas.  While 
Mr.  Dudley's  Wheel  did  not  win  any  prizes 
in  our  4th  of  July  Contest  this  year  his  Wheel 
did  get  several  hundred  dollars  and  he  has 
had  some  other  good  dates  for  celebrations  in 
his  home  State.  As  we  told  you  in  an  earlier 
issue  of  the  NEWS  this  year,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dudley  and  their  two  Daughters  came  to 
the  BIG  ELI  Factory  in  January  and  with 
their  truck  and  trailer  took  a  No.  5  home  to 
Texas  with  them.  They  have  been  very  suc- 
cessful operating  their  amusement  equipment 
and  after  quite  a  struggle  this  spring  are  mak- 
ing good  at  the  celebrations. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dudley  are  hard  workers 
and  they  deserve  success. 


Joe  Diehl,  Jr.,  efficient  BIG  ELI  0/)erator 

And  here  is  a  snap  shot  picture  of  Joe  Diehl, 
Jr.  operating  his  Father's  BIG  ELI  Wheel  on 
Venice  Pier,  California.  Joe  Diehl,  Sr.  reports 
location  on  this  No.  12  on  the  end  of  Venice 
Pier,  also  other  rides  on  Beverly  Boulevard  in 
Los  Angeles.  Joe  Diehl,  Jr.,  23  years  of  age, 
is  in  charge  of  the  BIG  ELI  and  is  a  real 
Wheel  Operator.  Both  Senior  and  Junior  are 
enthusiastic  readers  of  this  magazine. 


P.  W.  Witt,  a  satisfied  BIG  ELI  Customer 

Ty  ECENTLY  it  was  our  privilege  to  visit 
-*-^  with  one  of  the  most  unusual  men  who 
ever  visited  the  BIG  ELI  Factory.  We  refer 
to  P.  W.  Witt  of  Rupert,  Idaho,  whose  picture 
appears  in  this  magazine.  Mr.  Witt  bought  a 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  in  1925,  but  we  had  never 
met  him  until  July  30th  when  he  arrived  here 
with  assistants,  bringing  four  new  Inter- 
national Trucks  to  get  four  20  ft.  BIG  ELI 
Semi-Trailers. 

P.  W.  Witt  is  a  jolly  good  fellow.  They 
arrived  here  during  the  noon  hour  and  as 
the  Writer  came  through  the  Factory  he 
met  and  greeted  Mr.  Witt,  recognizing  him 
from  his  picture.  "Tired  and  hot,"  he  said  in 
our  first  conversation,  "we  came  all  the  way 
from  Idaho  partly  by  car,  partly  on  the  train 
and  then  drove  these  trucks  from  South 
Bend,  Indiana  with  very  little  sleep.  How  do 
you  people  stand  this  hot  weather  in  this 
country.    It  sure  burns  me  up." 

Mr.  Witt  operates  his  own  farm  near  Rupert, 
Idaho,  while  his  BIG  ELI  No.  5,  Merry-go- 
round,  and  Chairplane  make  celebrations  in 
the  summer  time.  His  next  date  was  at 
Stevensville,  Montana  on  August  8  and  he 
was  concerned  about  getting  back  to  Idaho 
to  join  the  ride  equipment  and  make  the 
celebration  mentioned.  He  told  us  in  all  of 
his  experience  he  had  never  missed  but  one 
booked  engagement  and  that  was  on  an 
Indian   Reservation   one  spring   during  very 
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wet  weather  conditions  and  simply  couldn't 
get  the  trucks  over  the  dirt  roads  to  make  it. 
He  stated  even  horses  and  wagons  mired  down 
so  he  had  to  give  up  that  date,  but  whenever 
physically  possible  he  never  missed  an 
engagement  that  he  had  promised  to  make. 
P.  W.  Witt  is  purely  a  ride  man,  operates 
no  shows  or  concessions  but  gets  real  money 
with  his  riding  devices.  Four  International 
Trucks  and  four  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  will 
be  used  for  handling  his  rides  from  one  location 
to  another  during  each  amusement  season. 
We  appreciated  his  visit  here,  his  most  un- 
usual way  of  expressing  himself  and  the  varied 
accounts  of  his  riding  device  experience  related 
to  us.  He  was  a  long  ways  from  home,  decided 
he  wanted  BIG  ELI  Trailers  for  transporting 
his  riding  devices  and  came  back  east  after 
them;  driving  his  trucks  and  trailers  back 
across  Missouri,  Iowa,  Nebraska,  Colorado, 
Idaho  and  into  Montana. 

*  *  * 
Noble  C.  Fairly  and  Hennies  Bros,  of  Hennies 
Bros.  Shows  report  some  successful  celebra- 
tions in  northwest  territory.  The  Duplex  No. 
5  BIG  ELI  Wheels  are  getting  their  part  of 
the  money  on  the  Hennies  Bros  Midway. 


On  the  night  of  July  20  we  were  privileged  to 
visit  many  old  time  friends  at  a  street  carnival 
in  the  home  town  of  Roodhouse,  Illinois.  The 
Pearson  Shows  were  completing  a  successful 
week's  engagement  in  Roodhouse  on  that 
night  and  we  enjoyed  our  visit  to  the  Midway. 
Leading  attractions  were  the  Tilt-a-Whirl, 
Kiddie  Auto  Ride  for  the  first  time  in  Rood- 
house  and  the  old  reliable  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
that  has  been  there  many  times  and  yet 
never  grows  old.  In  the  town  where  many, 
many  of  these  Wheels  were  built  it  still  remains 
a  popular  attraction,  which  should  speak  well 
for  the  money-getting  ability  of  the  BIG 
ELI. 


And  here  is  a  picture  of  a  Mangels  Whip  and 
an  old  reliable  BIG  ELI  Wheel  located  in  the 
Capitol  City  of  Mexico.  These  rides  are  the 
property  of  Lauro  Cardenas.  The  picture  was 
kindly  loaned  us  by  Sellner  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Faribault,  Minnesota  who 
regularly  corresponds  with  Senor  Cardenas  in 
his  home  City.  Both  at  home  and  abroad  the 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  is  a  profit  earning  riding 
device. 


Lauro  Cardenas  riding-devices  t^laying  to  good  business  in  the  Capitol  city  of  Mexico. 

The  Wheel  is  a  No.  12  BIG  ELI 
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William   HoFfner 

and   his 

No.   5 
BIG   ELI   Wheel 


No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
shown  in  this  picture  was 
not  one  of  the  prize  winners 
on  July  4,  but  had  a  very 
good  day  in  a  City  in  Cen- 
tral Illinois.  The  Wheel  is 
owned  by  Wm.  Hoffner, 
who  stands  under  the  wind- 
brace  and  near  him,  Oper- 
ator Arnold  Lester,  an  em- 
ployee of  Mr.  Hoffner  for 
a  number  of  years.  Oper- 
ator Lester  is  the  father  of 
a  nine  pound  Son  born  late 
in  June.  Mrs.  Lester  is  at 
Christiansburg,  Virginia, 
the  home  of  her  parents. 
Ride  Owner  Hoffner  states 
that  Operator  Lester  is 
■  efficient,  reliable,  and  cap- 
able of  handling  real  crowds 
on  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 


On  July  30  Mr.  J.  J.  Page,  Owner  and  Manag- 
er Page  Shows  and  J.  A.  Montgomery,  ride 
owner  with  that  organization  traveled  from 
Pikeville,  Kentucky  to  Haskins,  Ohio  where 
they  inspected  and  purchased  a  No.  5  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  from  Vollmar's  Park.  This  Wheel 
being  the  property  of  J.  J.  Page,  he  im- 
mediately ordered  extensive  repairs  including 
a  new  ELI  Power  Unit  on  steel  truck.  This 
Wheel  with  J.  A.  Montgomery's  No.  5,  now 
grace  the  Midway  of  Page  Shows  as  Duplex 
Wheel  attractions.  Thus  contmuously  ride 
owners  are  going  to  the  Duplex  Wheel  idea 
and  finding  the  double  Wheels  or  "Twin 
Wheels"  as  they  are  called  really  successful 
at  the  celebrations.  Wonderful  electric  light- 
ing possibilities  add  to  the  attractiveness  of 
the  Midway  and  best  of  all,  experience  has 
shown  that  two  Wheels  will  gross  from  50 
to  70%  more  than  a  single  Wheel. 


Abe  Margulis  writes  us  from  High  Cliff,  Wis- 
consin that  he  is  making  celebration  spots  in 
that  State  with  his  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 
Part  of  the  time  Mr.  Margulis  has  his  Wheel 
in  High  Cliff  Park  and  at  other  times  at  one 
and  two  day  celebrations  in  various  parts  of 
the  State.  ^      ^      ^ 

And  here  comes  a  happy  statement  from  ride 
owner  Capt.  David  Latlip  of  the  Latlip 
Family  and  Shows,  Charleston,  West  Virginia: 
"Born  on  Monday,  July  8th,  1935  in  Charles- 
ton, West  Virginia,  Captain  David  Louis 
Latlip.  All  agreed  to  name  the  boy  after  me. 
We  have  been  waiting  21  years  for  this  boy — 
all  others  were  girls.  Mother  and  baby  doing 
well."  We  just  have  one  suggestion  to  make 
and  that  is  call  him  Junior  Capt.  D.  L. 
Latlip  to  distinguish  him  from  his  Dad, 
Senior  Captain  who  is  well  and  favorably 
known   among   outdoor   amusement  men. 
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BIG  ELI  Wheel  Owner  W.  L.  Weiseman  of 
the  Georgia  Attractions  suffered  considerable 
loss  on  July  4.  His  Amusement  Company 
was  located  on  the  Fair  Grounds  in  Forest 
City,  North  Carolina  and  at  4  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  the  Grand  Stand  caught  fire,  and 
was  completely  destroyed  in  addition  to 
damaging  some  of  the  equipment  on  the  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  with  the  loss  of  several  concessions 
for  Mr.  Weiseman.  In  addition  to  the  direct 
loss,  ruining  of  an  expected  good  day's  busi- 
ness was  a  real  set-back  to  this  Amusement 
Company.  However,  the  Wheel  has  been 
repaired,  is  now  in  operation  and  Mr.  Weise- 
man continues  with  his  plans  for  the  celebra- 
tion season. 

*  *      * 

Ride  Owner  W.  M.  Tucker  left  the  D.  D. 
Murphy  Shows  a  number  of  weeks  ago  and 
at  the  present  time  is  operating  his  BIG  ELI 
No.  5,  Merry-go-round  and  Chairplane  at 
independent  Indiana  celebrations.  Mr.  Tucker 
transports  his  riding  devices  from  location  to 
location  on  three  24  ft.  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailers  operated  with  Chevrolet  trucks. 

*  *      * 

This  picture  shows  a  portion  of  the  J.  L. 
Landes  Shows  Midway  season  of  1935.  The 
Loop-o-Plane  in  action  is  in  the  center  of  the 
picture.  This  photograph  is  truly  a  picture  of 
a  Midway  in  action. 


J.  Harry  Six,  Manager  J.  Harry  Six  Attrac- 
tions advises  he  is  getting  along  very  well  in 
Kentucky  territory.  Regarding  the  BIG  ELI 
No.  12  he  says:  "The  new  six  point  star  is 
red  inside  the  white  circle  on  the  Wheel,  makes 
a  swell  flash.  We  are  playing  on  the  school 
house  lawn  right  in  the  heart  of  this  City, 
next  week  same  kind  of  a  location." 

J.  Harry  Six  has  been  in  the  amusement 
business  for  these  many  years  and  is  well 
known  throughout  the  central  west  as  an 
ex-high  diver  and  at  the  present  time  is 
manager  J.  Harry  Six  attractions  assisted  by 
his  wife,  Mrs.  Edith  Six. 

*  *  * 
Walter  and  Byron  Hartsock  of  Hurdland, 
Missouri  who  for  almost  two  years  have  had 
their  BIG  ELI  No.  5  on  the  Superior  Shows, 
recently  brought  their  Wheel  home  from 
Gallipolis  and  this  time  are  operating  it  at 
celebrations  in  Western  Illinois  and  eastern 
Missouri.  On  a  recent  visit  here  Walter  told 
us  how  glad  he  was  to  be  home  on  his  celebra- 
tion circuit  again. 

Mack  and  Lucena  Frailey,  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
owners  have  been  operating  their  Wheel  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  at  last  report 
were  playing  celebrations  in  the  eastern  portion 
of  that  State.  They  transport  their  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  on  a  24  ft.  Semi-Trailer  of  BIG  ELI 
make. 


Midivay  of  the  J.  L.  Landes  Shoii's  shoiving  the  Loop-O'Plane  in  action 
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A  Vi'etv  of  the  Latlip  Family  Attractions  in  Flood  at  Salem,  West  Virginia 


Capt.  D.  L.  Latlip  of  Charleston,  West 
Virginia  recently  sent  us  this  picture  of  a 
flood  on  his  Midway  in  Salem,  West  Virginia 
on  August  3.  He  adds  that  a  second  flood 
occurred  Tuesday,  August  6,  equally  as  bad 
as  the  first.  Quoting  from  Capt.  Latlip's 
letter  he  says:  "But  as  you  will  see  the  Ferris 
Wheels  stood  intact  and  served  as  a  bumper 
to  stop  the  floating  paraphernalia.  Coming 
as  they  did,  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning, 
all  hands  were  put  to  the  test  and  I  must  say 
responded  splendidly  working  until  long  after 
day  light  to  save  what  could  be  saved. 

In  my  Jong  experience  I  have  been  in  a 
number  of  floods,  but  never  did  I  experience 
two  within  a  four  day  period. 

Knowing  full  well  that  you  sympathize 
with  us  in  our  misfortune  but  war,  pestilence, 
famine,  and  floods  will  not  deter  us  in  our 
determinations  to  carry  on.  We  are  living 
by  the  old  adage  'everybody  loves  a  winner, 
nobody  loves  a  loser,  and  we  all  despise  a 
quitter'."  That's  the  spirit  Captain,  this 
amusement  business  is  noted  for  its  optimism 
and  forward  looking  men  and  women.  With- 
out such  folks  the  amusement  business  would 
have  folded  up,  quit  and  been  sold  at  auction 
years  ago.  More  power  to  the  amusement 
business,  it  will  carry  on  and  succeed. 


Sales  Manager  Ben  O.  Roodhouse  and  family 
were  guests  on  August  9  to  the  Midway  of 
Barker  Shows,  Pittsfield,  Illinois.  Here  we 
visited  with  our  friends  Mrs.  J.  L.  Barker 
and  E.  C.  Cook.  The  evening  passed  all  too 
quickly  but  we  rode  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel, 
Merry-go-round,  and  visited  some  of  the 
Shows. 

*  *  * 
The  latest  new  member  of  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
owners  family  is  Mr.  CD.  Howard  of  Howard 
Brothers  Shows,  Millfield,  Ohio.  Mr.  Howard 
came  to  the  Factory  recently  with  his  truck 
and  took  delivery  of  a  No.  12  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  which  will  play  celebrations  in  the 
State  of  Ohio  and  a  portion  of  the  time  join 
the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  No.  12  of  his  Brother 
R.  S.  Howard  as  Duplex  attractions  on  the 
Howard  Bros.  Shows. 

Small  and  Bullock  Combined  Amusement 
Enterprises  are  late  members  of  the  BIG  ELI 
Semi-Trailer  family  as  J.  S.  Bullock  brought 
his  Ford  truck  to  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  on 
August  12  and  took  delivery  of  the  20  ft. 
Semi-Trailer.  With  his  other  truck  equip- 
ment Mr.  Bullock  intends  to  transport  Small 
and  Bullock  Amusement  Enterprises  through 
the  southeastern  states  for  their  celebrations. 
Mr.  Bullock  bought  his  BIG  ELI  No,  5  in 
the  fall  of  1934. 
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A  bi-monthly  magazine  for  the  benefit  of  those 
interested  in  the  riding  device  business.  For 
ten  years ,  this  magazine  was  called  The 
OPTIMIST.  Now  there  is  nothing  new  but 
the  name.  BIG  ELI  is  our  registered  trade 
mark,  hence,  BIG  ELI  NEWS  is  protected 
by  the  use  of  the  words  BIG  ELI.  The 
magazine,  supporting  clean  amusements,  pub- 
lished in  the  interest  of  ELI  BRIDGE 
COMPANY,  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  U.  S.  A. 
Builders    of   the    Famous    BIG    ELI    Wheel. 

LEE    A.   SULLIVAN .  President 

J.  L.  SULLIVAN Vice  President 

L.  L.  SULLIVAN Secretary-Treasurer 

BEN.  0.  ROODHOUSE Sales  Manager 

EDITORIAL 

DURING  the  past  few  weeks  so  many  ride 
owners  have  discussed  with  us  the  matter 
of  charges  for  ride  patrons  and  our  opinion 
regarding  coupon  tickets  for  riding  devices 
that  we  are  expressing  an  opinion  of  this 
subject  and  making  some  suggestions  to  ride 
owners. 

Merchants  Coupon  Tickets  and  other  sys- 
tems of  bargain  prices  for  riding  devices  were 
adopted  several  years  ago  by  many  owners,  as 
an  emergency  measure  during  depression 
times.  Three  ride  tickets  or  four  ride  tickets 
for  ten  cents  accompanied  by  a  Merchant's 
Coupon  have  been  quite  extensively  used  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  Some  ride  men 
bitterly  opposed  this  system,  while  others 
explained  to  us  it  was  the  only  way  they  had 
of  paying  expenses  when  money  was  scarce 
and  ride  patronage  hard  to  secure. 

There  were  some  merits  to  their  statements 
because  there  was  a  shortage  of  money  in  the 
hands  of  the  middle  class  and  a  special  induce- 
ment had  to  be  offered  to  get  patronage.  When 
crowds  were  there  to  ride  to  have  patrons  on 
the  rides  even  at  bargain  prices  was  better 
than  for  the  rides  to  stand  idle,  which  is  a  poor 
advertisement  for  any  equipment  of  this  kind. 


But  now  with  the  emergency  past  and 
conditions  showing  regular  improvement  as 
most  of  you  have  reported,  isn't  it  about  time 
to  go  back  to  the  standardized  prices  of  at 
least  10  cents  on  the  Merry-go-round,  BIG 
ELI  Wheel,  Chairplane,  Tilt-a-Whirl  and 
other  rides?  We  will  all  admit  that  riding 
patrons  at  from  ty^  cents  to  33^  cents  per 
ticket  will  not  continuously  pay  expenses  and 
pay  proper  returns  on  ride  investments. 

Many  ride  owners  tell  us  it  is  very  difficult 
to  play  behind  other  ride  men  who  have  used 
Coupon  Tickets.  Local  people  have  been 
educated  to  three  or  four  rides  for  a  dime  and 
consequently  they  object  to  paying  10  cents 
straight  for  each  ride.  But  with  money  more 
plentiful  shouldn't  they  be  required  to  pay 
a  nominal  rate  to  the  riding  device  owner  who 
gives  them  value  received  for  their  money? 

Speaking  of  the  difficulty  of  following 
another  amusement  company  who  has  been 
using  Coupon  Tickets  we  offer  this  example, 
it  was  given  to  us  recently.  Three  amusement 
companies  operated  in  the  same  county  not 
over  ten  miles  apart  and  with  only  a  few  weeks 
of  time  separating  each. 

Company  No.  1  played  under  a  license  on 
the  City  lot.  Tickets  were  ten  cents  straight, 
no  coupons  were  used  and  BUSINESS  WAS 
GOOD.  The  manager  was  very  much  pleased 
with  the  town,  reception  received  and  business 
done.  Local  papers  made  favorable  comments 
on  the  cleanliness  and  business-like  manage- 
ment of  the  Company. 

Company  No.  2  operating  undera  license  and 
local  auspices.  Merchants  Coupons  were  used, 
three  tickets  for  ten  cents  and  yet  the  business 
was  poor.  The  management  complained  about 
shortage  of  money  and  stated  they  had  plenty 
of  people  but  very  little  spending  was  done. 

Company  No.  3  played  the  County  Fair 
and  as  would  be  expected  at  a  Fair,  tickets 
were  10  cents  straight,  business  was  fair.  Com- 
pany Manager  reported  they  could  see  a 
reflection  of  the  coupon  ticket  system  that 
had  been  used  just  a  few  weeks  ahead  of 
them.  Patrons  were  constantly  asking  about 
bargain  prices  and  three  tickets  for  ten  cents. 

It  is  worth  ten  cents  to  handle  the  average 
patron  on  any  riding  device  and  under  a  per- 
iod of  improving  conditions  ride  men  will  do 
well  to  go  back  to  the  standardized  methods 
and  regular  prices  as  it  will  be  to  their  bene- 
fit to  do  so. 
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Results  of  Our  Twenty-Third 

First  Prize  in  Contest  No.  1  Taken  by  a  No.  10  BIG  ELI 
No.  5  Wheels  Again  Take  Most  of  the  Prizes 


PRIZES  IN  CONTEST  No.  1   DIVIDED 

BETWEEN  ONE  No.  10,  ONE  No.  12, 

AND  FOUR  No.  5  BIG  ELI 

WHEELS 

THE  number  of  entries  and  those  reporting 
were  greater  in  number  than  either  1932 
or  1933  in  Contest  No.  1.  Just  a  few  less 
entries  in  Contest  No.  2  but  more  actual 
reports  were  made  than  for  a  number  of  past 
years.  Of  the  twelve  prize  winning  locations, 
the  State  of  Iowa  again  produces  the  most 
prize  winners,  seven  of  the  twelve  prizes  were 
won  in  that  State.  Reports  came  from  twenty- 
four  States.  They  ranged  from  Oregon  on  the 
west  to  Maine  on  the  east,  from  Michigan 
north  to  Texas  south.  Most  locations  ex- 
perienced good  weather  with  some  rain  in 
Iowa  and  quite  extended  rain  in  eastern  states. 

For  the  first  time  in  a  number  of  years 
first  prize  in  Contest  No.  1  goes  to  a  No.  10 
BIG  ELI  Wheel.  Mr.  Art  Thomas  operating 
a  No.  10  BIG  ELI  in  North  Dakota  grossed 
$427.40. 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Browning  in  the  State  of 
Oregon  with  her  Old  Reliable  No.  12  again 
makes  the  prize  list  this  year  as  while  she  did 
not  reach  the  prize  winners  in  1934,  in  a 
number  of  past  contests  she  has  been  among 
the  winners. 

Her  BIG  ELI  No.  12  grossed  $382.90  on 
the  day,  the  Merry-go-round  in  the  same 
location  got  $396.00. 


As  usual  most  of  the  prizes  in  Contest  No. 
1  were  taken  by  No.  5  Wheels.  Byers  Bros, 
in  the  State  of  Iowa  were  within  $1.20  of  top 
money  with  their  BIG  ELI  No.  5,  a  1935 
Model.  J.  W.  Byers  reported  about  one  hour's 
rain  during  the  busy  portion  of  their  day 
which  kept  them  from  easily  being  first  prize 
winners.  However,  their  receipts  of  $426.20 
show  a  nice  income  for  one  day's  work. 

R.  O.  Couch  again  makes  the  prize  winning 
list  in  Contest  No.  1  as  he  has  now  been  a 
prize  winner  in  this  Contest  for  four  con- 
secutive years  and  in  all  of  these  years  has 
operated  in  the  State  of  Iowa. 

Walter  Savidge  with  his  BIG  ELI  No.  5 
is  also  a  regular  prize  winner.  C.  S.  Borggaard 
the  only  eastern  State  ride  man  in  the  prize 
winning  list  grossed  $304  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  with  his  BIG  ELI  No.  5. 

The  locations  of  the  twelve  prize  winning 
rides  in  both  contests  are:  Iowa,  takes  seven 
of  the  twelve  prizes.  This  is  the  same  number 
from  that  State  as  1934.  Two  prizes  go  to 
Oregon,  one  to  North  Dakota,  one  to  Michigan 
and  one  to  Massachusetts. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  increased  receipts 
in  Contest  No.  1  over  the  past  three  years. 
1932  total  of  six  high  Wheel  reports  was 
$1658.50  with  a  day's  average  per  Wheel  of 
$276.41.  1933  reports  show  a  total  of  six 
prize  winning  Wheels  $1873.75.  Average  per 
Wheel  of  $312.29.  1934  reports  of  six  prize 
winning  Wheels  was  $2139.95,  an  average  per 
Wheel  of  $356.65.    1935  reports  on  six  prize 


WINNERS  IN 

CONTEST 

NO. 

1 

Owner 

Model  Wheel 

State 

Rank  and  Prize 

Receipts 

Art  Thomas 

No.  10 

N.  Dakota 

1st.  $5.00 

$427.40 

Byers  Brothers 

No.  5 

Iowa 

2nd    3.00 

426.20 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Browning 

No.  12 

Oregon 

3rd     2.00 

382.90 

R,  0.  Couch 

No.  5 

Iowa 

4th     1.00 

325.40 

Walter  Savidge 

No.  5 

Iowa 

5th     1.00 

317.40 

C.  S.  Borgpaard 

No.  5 

Mass. 

6th     1.00 

304.00 
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Annual  Fourth  of  July  Contests 

Merry-Go-Rounds  and  Tilt-A-Whirls  take  all 
Prizes  in  Contest  No.  2 


winning  Wheels  totaling  $2183.30,  an  average 
per  Wheel  of  $363.88.  Thus  since  1932  the 
average  earnings  per  BIG  ELI  Wheel  in  these 
contests  has  increased  $87.47. 

These  facts  show  general  conditions,  especi- 
ally the  riding  device  business,  improving 
gradually.  This  should  be  encouraging  to 
amusement  men  everywhere.  One  No.  5 
Wheel  owner  in  the  State  of  Missouri  entered 
the  Contest,  but  did  not  get  his  certified 
reports  in  to  our  office  in  time  to  be  included 
in  the  prize  winning  list.  The  owner  reports 
$422.50  on  July  4  and  would  have  reached 
the  prize  list  up  toward  the  top  had  his 
reports,  properly  certified,  gotten  here  in 
time.  An  owner  of  Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
in  a  Central  West  State  reports  receipts  of 
$399.20.  While  he  realized  for  a  single  Wheel 
this  report  would  not  be  in  the  prize  winning 
list,  he  was  very  much  pleased  with  the  4th 
of  July  business  on  his  various  riding  devices. 
Next  year  it  is  possible  we  will  have  a  separate 
contest  for  Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels  because 
these  are  getting  quite  numerous  throughout 
the  country  and  Duplex  BIG  ELI  reports  in 
a  Contest  entirely  separate  from  single  Wheels 
would  be  quite  interesting.  Watch  for  in- 
formation on  this  and  if  you  are  a  Duplex 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  owner  in  1936  your  entry  into 
this  portion  of  the  Contest  may  be  considered. 

RESULTS  IN  CONTEST  NO.   2  BETTER 
THAN  THE  REPORTS  OF   1934 

Mr.  T.  P.  Gifford  who  wins  the  first  prize 
in  this  Contest  has  been  a  regular  prize 
winner  in  past  years.  Honors  are  divided 
evenly  between  Merry-go-rounds  and  Tilt-a- 


Whirls  in  this  Contest.  Three  Merry-go-rounds 
and  three  Tilt-a-Whirls  are  in  the  prize  list. 
Our  customer  who  reported  ride  receipts  but 
failed  to  get  in  the  Contest  entry  states  that 
his  Tilt-a- Whirl  grossed  $385.80  which  would 
have  placed  him  well  up  in  Contest  No.  2. 

Last  year  two  Tilt-a-Whirls  were  in  the 
prize  winning  list  and  this  year  three  won 
prizes. 

Eight  of  the  twelve  prize  winning  rides  in 
these  contests  were  operated  with  ELI  Power 
Units.  Four  of  the  BIG  ELI  Wheels,  one 
Merry-go-round  and  all  the  Tilt-a-Whirls 
were  powered  with  this  reliable  engine. 

Riding  device  receipts  are  on  the  incline, 
1933  reports  were  better  than  1932,  1934 
showed  a  big  increase  and  1935  a  healthy 
improvement  over  1934.  We  are  gradually 
emerging  out  of  the  below-normal  conditions, 
so  if  1936  4th  of  July  reports  show  a  propor- 
tionate increase  we  shall  feel  that  riding  device 
business  is  definitely  on  more  solid  foundation. 

BIG  ELI  4th  of  July  Contests  have  become 
an  expected  annual  event  with  many  riding 
device  owners.  Any  standard  riding  device 
may  be  entered  and  as  mentioned  earlier  in 
this  article  we  may  next  year  decide  to  have 
a  department  for  Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels. 
It  is  quite  natural  for  us  to  feature  Contest 
No.  1  for  BIG  ELI  Wheels,  with  the  hope 
that  other  ride  owners  will  enter  Contest  No. 
2  which  is  conducted  for  them. 

If  you  have  entered  these  contests  and 
reported  receipts  for  1935  we  thank  you  for 
your  interest  and  invite  your  entry  again 
next  year.  If  you  have  not  entered  this  year, 
do  so  in  1936. 


*       *      ♦ 
WINNERS  IN  CONTEST  NO.   2 


Owner 

Ride 

Slate 

Rank  and  Prize 

Receipts 

T.  P.  Gifford 

Carousselle 

Iowa 

1st    $5.00 

406.00 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Browning 

Carousselle 

Oregon 

2nd    3.00 

396.00 

Albert  Latto 

Tilt-a-Whirl 

Michigan 

3rd     2.00 

337.50 

Byers  Brothers 

Tilt-a-Whirl 

Iowa 

4th     1.00 

325.00 

Byers  Brothers 

Carry-US-all 

Iowa 

5th     1.00 

305.00 

J.  L,  Landes 

Tilt-a-Whirl 

Iowa 

6th     1.00 

304.30 
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BIG  ELI  TALKS 


A  neiv  1935  Model  TiluA'Whirl,  property  of  the  Great  Sutton  Shons 


A  STANDARD  RIDE  AND 
PROFIT  EARNER 

THIS  picture  shows  the  Great  Sutton  Shows' 
seven  car  1935  Model  Tilt-a-Whirl.  Other 
owners  of  new  Tilt-a-Whirls  this  year  include 
M.  J.  Doolan  of  Chicago,  Illinois  (who  now 
owns  two  seven  car  models),  Mamie  Krouse, 
Detroit,  Michigan,  Mel  H.  Vaught,  State 
Fair  Shows  and  Archie  S.  Clark  of  Clark 
Greater  Shows. 

In  1934  the  Tilt-a- Whirl  won  two  prizes  in 
4th  of  July  Contest  No.  2.  Reid  and  Dumas' 
seven  car  Ride  in  Michigan  took  second  prize 
with  receipts  of  $334.40.  J.  L.  Landes'  seven 
car  size  in  Kansas  took  fifth  prize  with  receipts 
of  $281.40. 

This  year  the  Tilt-a-Whirl  won  just  half  of 
the  six  prizes  in  Contest  No.  2. 

Al  Latto            Michigan  Third        $337.50 

Byers  Bros.       Iowa  Fourth       325.00 

J.  L.  Landes     Iowa  Sixth           302.30 

Reports  we  are  getting  weekly  on  Tilt-a- 


Whirls  in  various  locations  prove  that  this 
ride  is  keeping  pace  with  and  during  many 
weeks  passing  other  riding  devices  in  the 
same  class. 

This    early   season    celebration    report    for 
four  days  comes  from  a  Western  State: 
Thursday  $  16.50  Cold  and  Windy 

Friday  287.85  Fair  Weather 

Saturday  319.05  Good  Weather 

Sunday  139.35  Good  Weather 

Total  $762.75 

Dumas  &  Reid  report  their  Tilt-a-Whirl  did 
better  July  4th  this  year  than  last  year  in  the 
same  location.  Although  not  entering  the 
1935  contest  they  reported  their  gross  receipts 
for  the  day  were  $385.80. 

For  a  steady  every  day  money  getter  the 
Tilt-a-Whirl  is  hard  to  beat.  Here  are  some 
July  4th  Contest  reports  of  Tilt-a- Whirls 
that  did  not  reach  prize  winning  proportions. 
They  show  some  nice  days  totals  for  the 
big  celebration  day  this  year. 
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Owner 
Mrs.  M.  Kennedy 
M.  J.  Doolan 
J.  C.  Weer 
Noble  C.  Fairly 
Henry  Heyn 


Size  of  Ride  Receipts 

7  car  $271.10 

7  car  250.10 

7  car  211.80 

7  car  208.60 

7  car  175.20 

You  will  gather  from  reports  given  you  in 
this  article  that  the  seven  car  is  the  popular 
size  Tilt-a-Whirl  and  that  the  ride  is  capable 
of  getting  real  money  at  celebration  dates. 

If  you  have  some  celebrations  with  reputa- 
tion for  BIG  MONEY  SPOTS  the  Tilt-a- 
Whirl  will  earn  you  some  nice  returns. 

Mr.  Fred  Beckmann  of  Beckmann  &  Gerety 
Shows  calls  the  Tilt-a-Whirl  the  "biggest  little 


ride  I  ever  saw."  It  is  a  flashy  ride  on  the 
Midway  yet  compact  and  portable  for  easy 
transportation. 

Ask  us  about  a  money  getting,  1935  Model 
seven  car  Tilt-a-Whirl.  Standard  equipment 
includes  a  reliable  ELI  Power  Unit  on  steel 
trucks.  Finished  rides  can  be  shipped  complete 
from  the  Sellner  Company  promptly.  Our 
Sales  Agency  guarantees  you  standard  list 
prices.  Reasonable  terms  are  also  offered  when 
satisfactory  references  are  furnished. 

Yours  for  flashy,  money-getting  rides. 

Ben  O.  Roodhouse, 
Sales  Manager. 
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BIG  ELI  SEMI-TRAILERS 

Just  a  Few  oi  the  many  Features  of  these  Trailers 

Easy  on  your  Power  Equipment.  65%  of  the  Trailer  Load  is  Carried 
on  the  Trailer  Axle,  Springs  and  Tires.  The  Tractor  carries  only 
35%  of  the  Load. 

Ample  Loading  Space  for  Amusement  Equipment.  Full  7  feet 
wide  loading  space.  20  foot  Trailer  for  smaller  Rides.  24  Foot 
Trailer  for  Larger,  bulkier  Rides. 

All  Structural  Steel  underframes,  Hot  riveted,  for  long  life  and 
continuous  Service. 

All  Brake  Equipped.  Big  Eli  Trailers  are  equipped  with  Sturdy 
Bendix  Brakes,  controlled  by  genuine  2  line  B-K  Vacuum  Air 
system.    Hand  or  Foot  Controls  (Optional  with  purchaser). 

BIG  ELI  Trailers  have  many  other  Real  Features.  Prices  and  terms 
quoted  on  Application. 
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Standard   Transportation    Equipment    For   Amusement   Men 


Four  new  20'foot  BIG  ELI  Semi  Trailers  purchased  by  P.  W.  Witt  shown  leaving  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory  for  their  trip  to  Montana 


HAVE  you  ever  considered  that  the  con- 
tinuous safe  transportation  of  amuse- 
ment outfits  carries  heavy  responsibilities — 
that  one  time  hauling  of  merchandise  or  live 
stock  does  not  include?  For  example:  The 
value  of  a  standard  BIG  ELI  Wheel  averages 
$4,000.  The  value  of  a  Merry-go-round  will  av- 
erage $5,000.  One  ride  may  be  all  transported 
on  one  truck  and  trailer  so  the  investment  in 
truck  and  trailer  and  riding  device  can  easily 
reach  $6,000  or  more.  An  amusement  man 
who  buys  trucks  and  trailers  expects  to  haul 
the  same  equipment  week  after  week  and 
season  after  season.  Thus  he  wants  hauling 
equipment  that  is  safe  and  is  especially  adapted 
for  his  purpose. 

His  power  equipment  must  be  of  a  practical 
type  that  permits  the  securing  of  parts  and 
service  in  all  small  towns.  To  have  light  type 
efficient  trucks  offering  nation-wide  service  is 
very  important. 

Next  he  needs  Trailer  equipment  that  is 
built  to  fit  his  requirements  in  length,  width, 
and  height  to  make  loading  easy  and  to  comply 
with  state  laws  anywhere  in  the  country. 

Trailer  equipment  he  buys  must  be  so 
designed  as  to  fit  in  with  light  power  equip- 
ment, carry  the  load  easily  and  give  the  truck 
the  advantages  of  high  mileage  per  gallon  of 
fuel,  with  greatest  ease  on  the  motor  insuring 
low  oil  consumption. 

DO   BIG   ELI  TRAILERS   MEET 
REQUIREMENTS? 

BIG  ELI  Trailers  are  so  constructed  that 
we  guarantee  65%  of  its  load  is  carried  on  the 
Trailer   axle,    springs,    and    wheels.     Tractor 


carries  only  35%  of  the  total  weight  load. 
This  means  gasoline  and  oil  economy  and 
longer  life  to  your  truck. 

There  are  some  real  high  class  commercial 
trailers  built.  We  have  no  fault  to  find  with 
them.  However,  we  do  know  that  BIG  ELI 
Trailers  were  especially  designed  for  amuse- 
ment men.  Our  thirty-five  years  of  contact 
with  riding  device  owners,  also  years  of  ex- 
perience building  structural  steel  equipment 
has  given  us  knowledge  of  hot  riveted  struc- 
tural frames  for  flexibility,  light  weight  and 
strength. 

Mr.  P.  W.  Witt,  whose  picture  appears  on 
page  50  of  this  issue  came  all  the  way  from 
Montana  to  get  his  four  BIG  ELI  Trailers. 
He  told  us  truck  agents  out  west  tried  to  sell 
him  other  Trailers  but  he  wanted  these  trailers 
for  transporting  his  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  Merry- 
go-round  and  Chairplane  so  came  to  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory  for  them.  Picture  of  Mr.  Witt's 
four  trucks  and  Trailers  ready  to  leave  our 
Factory  is  shown  at  the  beginning  of  this 
article.  We  appreciate  his  confidence  and 
know  these  20  ft.  BIG  ELI  Trailers  will  fill 
his  requirements  in  the  mountains  and  plains 
of  Western  United  States. 

Mr.  H.  McClellan  sent  us  this  picture  of 
his  completely  equipped  BIG  ELI  Kitchen 
Trailer.  He  is  very  proud  of  this  24  ft.  outfit. 
It  comprises  part  of  Sol's  Liberty  Shows 
transportation  equipment.  Mr.  McClellan 
informs  us  with  a  complete  Kitchen  Unit  on 
his  Trailer  he  keeps  the  cook  house  in  operation 
until  all  other  attractions  are  ready  to  move, 
then  gets  to  the  next  location  and  within  a 
very  short  time  again   is  ready  to  wait  on 


August 


Big  Eli  News 


61 


customers.  Time  is  an  important  item  with 
the  cook  house  manager,  and  a  BIG  ELI 
enclosed  type  Trailer  meets  a  real  need  here. 

Ride  owner  Frank  Burke  is  well  satisfied 
with  his  two  24  ft.  outfits.  He  writes  for 
next  year  he  expects  to  add  another  BIG  ELI 
Trailer  and  during  the  coming  winter  on  his 
return  to  Illinois  for  a  visit  expects  to  take 
this  Trailer  back  with  him. 

Ask  any  owner  of  a  BIG  ELI  Trailer  if 
it  will  carry  a  load  exceeding  its  six  ton 
capacity;  if  it  is  easy  on  his  truck;  what  he 
thinks  of  BIG  ELI  steel  underframe  con- 
struction. 

Remember  BIG  ELI  Trailer  includes  Tim- 
ken  Tubular  Axle,   Timken   Roller  Bearings, 


Budd  steel  wheels,  Firestone  Tires,  and  Bendix 
Brakes  controlled  by  B-K  two-line  vacuum 
air  system.  All  of  these  items  are  standard 
equipment  on  BIG  ELI  outfits. 

Any  amusement  man  considering  motor 
transportation  equipment  is  invited  to 
thoroughly  investigate  BIG  ELI  Trailers. 
We  then  leave  the  final  decision  of  their 
reliability  and  safety  for  practical  every  day 
transportation  entirely  with  you.  We  point 
with  pride  to  such  users  as  Sol's  Liberty 
Shows,  Russell  Bros.  Circus,  Dee  Lang  Shows, 
Small  &  Bullock  Combined  Enterprises,  P. 
W.  Witt,  and  others  which  space  does  not 
permit  mentioning  here. 


H.  }\/icClellan' s  24'foot  BIG  ELI  Semi'Trailer  eqiiHyt>ed  with  modern  cook'house  a/>/)h"ances 


DRIVE     CABLE     PRICES 

No.  6  BABY  ELI  Wheel,  Drive  Cable,  endless $13.60 

No.  10  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  Drive  Cable,  endless 24.30 

No.    5  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  Drive  Cable,  endless 24.30 

No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  Drive  Cable,  endless 25.75 

No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  Drive  Cable,  endless 28.95 

Prices  quoted  are  f.  o.  b.  Factory.  Orders  shipped  same  day 
received.  An  extra  cable  is  Insurance  against  time  lost  during 
busy  operating  hours. 
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THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 


BIG  ELI  Clutch  and  Stand-Jack 

DURING  the  past  few  weeks  we  have  had 
several  orders  from  BIG  ELI  Owners 
requesting  special  pin  for  clutch  stand  jack 
No.  46  that  pins  this  stand  jack  to  the  sheave 
axle. 

Many  Wheel  operators  believe  this  should 
be  a  pin  of  special  length,  pass  through  the 
hole  in  the  stand  jack  and  through  both  sides 
of  the  sheave  axle.  In  this  idea  they  are 
mistaken. 

The  pin  always  used  in  that  position  is 
an  ordinary  frame  pin  measuring  9/16  inch 
diameter  body,  3/4  inch  diameter  head  and 
the  pin  measuring  2  5/16  inches  long  over  all. 

This  pin  simply  passes  through  the  hole 
in  the  stand  jack  No.  46  and  into  the  sheave 
axle.  This  holds  the  stand  jack  46  in  an  up- 
right position  and  that's  all  that  is  required 
of  it. 

Your  sheave  axle  being  bored  all  the  way 
through  is  for  the  purpose  of  using  it  end  for 
end  or  turning  it  one-half  over  to  get  a  more 
extensive  use  of  the  sheave  axle  on  the  bearing 
surface  of  drive  sheave  No.  35. 

So  if  you  are  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  owner  or 
operator  and  some  one  tells  you  that  a  special 
pin  should  be  used  in  the  clutch  stand  jack, 
tell  him  emphatically  he  is  mistaken  and  that 
you  have  official  information  that  the  proper 
pin  to  use  in  that  location  is  a  frame  pin, 


a  supply  of  which  is  furnished  with  the  BIG 
ELI  Wheel,  sufficient  quantity  to  properly 
erect  the  Wheel  and  have  several  pins  extra. 
Fifteen  frame  pins  are  a  part  of  the  standard 
equipment  with  the  No.  5  or  No.  12  BIG 
ELI  Wheel. 

This  information  is  given  for  the  general 
benefit  of  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Operators  and 
with  this  statement  we  show  a  picture  of  the 
Wheel  clutch  including  stand  jack  No.  46. 

*  *  * 
In  recent  letters  received  from  a  number 
of  Wheel  Owners  and  Operators  we  are  quite 
sure  many  Wheel  Operators  still  continue, 
due  to  lack  of  information,  of  running  their 
drive  cables  much  tighter  than  is  practical  for 
the  long  life  of  the  cable. 

After  a  new  cable  has  been  placed  on  a 
Wheel  and  has  been  operated  very  loose  until 
it  gets  entirely  straightened  out,  then  put 
plenty  of  pine  tar  on  the  cable  and  run  it 
just  as  slack  as  possible  to  operate  the  Wheel 
efficiently  when  loaded.  Running  a  loose 
cable,  just  tight  enough  to  keep  it  from  slipping 
and  yet  stay  in  the  wood  drive  rims  and  on 
the  sheaves  and  supply  plenty  of  pine  tar 
to  the  cable  simply  lengthens  the  life  on  that 
operating  part  of  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  The 
method  of  driving  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  has  been 
perfected  for  a  long  period  of  years,  its  effi- 
ciency is  proved  when  the  Operator  uses 
proper  care  and  precaution,  protecting  and 
caring  for  his  drive  cable. 

We  have  seen  many  operators,  who,  when 
the  crowds  were  coming  fast,  get  excited,  let 
the  Wheel  get  far  out  of  balance  with  the 
result  that  the  cable  started  slipping.  Then 
their  first  action  was  to  grab  a  large  drift 
pin,  run  to  the  back  of  the  Wheel  and  using 
the  pin  as  a  lever,  start  tightening  the  pull 
back  turnbuckle.  Within  a  short  time  the 
cable  was  so  tight  it  actually  snapped  as  it 
came  off  the  drive  rims  and  on  to  the  sheave 
wheels. 

The  average  drive  cable  on  a  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  should  give  service  at  least  one  good 
long  season  and  we  know  many  operators  who 
secure  from  two  to  three  seasons'  service  from 
one  cable.  Reasonable  amount  of  care  as  the 
cable  is  taken  off  and  put  on  the  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  each  week,  supply  of  pine  tar  on  hand 
at  all  times,  used  when  needed  and  a  slack 
drive  cable  is  responsible  for  this  extra  service. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 


^T  7E  HAVE  had  many  inquiries  regarding 
^^  the  condition  of  Mrs.  W.  E.  Sullivan, 
who  was  seriously  injured  by  a  fall  at  her  home 
on  June  1.  Mrs.  Sullivan  spent  five  weeks  in 
Passavant  Hospital  in  this  City  and  then  was 
able  to  return  home  but  has  been  confined  to 
her  bed  since,  showing  gradual  improvement 
through  a  period  of  severely  hot  weather.  The 
Doctor  promises  before  many  weeks  she  can 
start  around  in  her  home  again  and  eventually 
make  a  complete  recovery.  Mrs.  Sullivan 
has  been  very  patient  and  appreciates  the 
interest  of  friends  in  her  improvement. 

*  +      * 

After  about  seventeen  years  of  employment  in 
the  BIG  ELI  Cost  Accounting  and  Repair 
Shipping  Department,  Frank  L.  Vannier  left 
here  June  21  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  where  he  had  secured  a 
Government  Civil  Service  position  in  Treasury 
Department,  U.  S.  Government  Loan  Depart- 
ment. His  place  in  the  BIG  ELI  Office  was 
taken  by  Truman  Reynolds  who  began  his 
work  here  June  20,  immediately  following  his 
completion  of  a  business  course  at  Brown's 
Business  College  in  this  City.  At  this  time 
Truman  is  regularly  acquiring  information 
and  more  experience  in  his  new  position. 

Frank  Vannier  writes  he  is  well  established 
in  his  new  work  and  his  residence  address  is 
Tacoma  Park,  Maryland.  Frank's  wife  and 
daughter  Marjory  went  to  Washington  a  few 
weeks  after  he  was  established  in  his  new 
position.  ' 

*  *      * 

About  a  dozen  BIG  ELI  Employees  were  the 
guests  of  the  Company  management  at  a  cat 
fish  dinner  and  a  visit  to  the  Midway  of  the 
Johnny  J.  Jones  Exposition  Shows  at  Beards- 


town  Friday  evening,  August  2.  This  is  one 
of  the  annual  events  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
and  we  all  enjoyed  the  trip  very  much.  Presi- 
dent Lee  A.  Sullivan  and  Sales  Manager  Ben 
0.  Roodhouse  had  a  short  business  and  friend- 
ly visit  with  Walter  A.  White,  Manager  the 
Johnny  J.  Jones  Shows  and  with  ride  superin- 
tendent Dell  Lamkin.  Both  of  these  men  are 
long  time  friends  of  the  BIG  ELI  Company. 

Some  recent  visitors  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
include  Clyde  Morton  and  Herman  Myer 
from  Birch  Tree  and  Linn,  Missouri.  These 
men  bought  a  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel  which 
started  the  season  for  them  at  Bell,  Missouri 
in  late  July.  Mr.  C.  D.  Howard  and  his 
nephew  Mr.  Russell  of  Millfield,  Ohio  came 
for  a  new  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  J.  S. 
Bullock  and  Fred  Keen  came  from  Mont- 
gomery, West  Virginia  bringing  their  Ford 
V-8  truck  and  took  back  with  them  a  20  ft. 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer.  Walter  Hartsock, 
BIG  ELI  Owner  of  Hurdland,  Missouri  spent 
several  hours  here  August  12  and  13.  J.  F. 
Rodabaugh,  Vice-President  Baker  Lockwood 
Manufacturing  Company,  Kansas  City,  Mis- 
souri dropped  in  for  a  short  visit  on  August  12. 

Visitors  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  are  always 
welcome.    Come  over  and  see  us  any  time. 

*  *  * 
Some  time  ago  Mr.  F.  E.  Gooding,  General 
Manager  F.  E.  Gooding  Amusement  Company, 
Columbus,  Ohio  took  delivery  ot  a  20  ft. 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer.  In  writing  us  about 
this  he  says:  "We  are  very  much  pleased 
with  the  Trailer  and  you  may  rest  assured  that 
any  equipment  along  these  lines  that  we  may 
need  in  the  future  we  most  certainly  will  buy 
from  you.  It  is  the  best  built  Trailer  consider- 
ing the  cost  that  we  ever  came  in  contact  with. 
We  find  business  real  good  in  this  territory 
when  weather  permits.  Today  is  beautiful  and 
everybody  is  full  of  good  cheer  around  the 
Show.  We  hope  you  are  enjoying  better  busi- 
ness and  again  thank  you  for  the  fine  product 
which  you  have  furnished  us.  With  kindest 
regards  to  all  of  you  we  remain  as  ever,  the 
F.  E.  Gooding  Amusement  Company,  F.  E. 
Gooding,  General  Manager." 

We  appreciate  this  recommendation  of 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  coming  from  Mr. 
Gooding  who  has  had  long  years  of  experience 
in  the  outdoor  amusement  business. 
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One  of  the  Most  important  parts  of  your  Riding  Device  Equipment  is  your 
Power  Unit.  During  the  Celebration  season  Power  equipment  will  be 
given  a  severe,  long  hour  test. 

These  Owners  have  recently  solved  their  Power  Problem  for  a  long  time 
in  the  future: 


OWNERS  NAME 
W.  M.  Tucker 
Mrs.  Daisy  Kennies 
Mel  H.  Vaught 
Mrs.  Mamie  Krouse 
J.  J.  Page 
C.  D.  Howard 
Morton  &  Myer 

A  Reliable  ELI   Power  Unit 


ELI  POWER  FOR 

3  Abreast  Carousselle 
1935  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
1935  7  Car  Tilt-a-Whirl 
1935  7  Car  Tilt-a-Whirl 
No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
1935  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel 

will  give  you  economical,   steady   Service. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

JACKSONVILLE ILLINOIS 
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September-October,  1935 
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Hal  Graham's  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  With  Pearson  Shows,  1935 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 


OUR  FRONT  COVER 

THE  picture  appearing  on  the  front  cover 
of  this  issue  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS  shows 
Hal  Graham's  No.  5  Wheel  with  the  Pearson 
Shows  playing  the  Morgan  County  Fair, 
Jacksonville,  Illinois  week  of  August  26th 
to  31st. 

Sales-Manager  Ben  O.  Roodhouse  of  the 
BIG  ELI  Office  had  the  picture  snapped 
during  the  afternoon  of  the  big  day,  Thurs- 
day. This  No.  5  is  operated  by  Eli  Power 
Unit  Serial  Number  2,  which  is  now  in  its 
fourteenth  year.  While  playing  the  Morgan 
County  Fair  in  1927  this  engine  was  over- 
hauled at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  and  was 
overhauled  again  during  the  Fair  this  year. 
BIG  ELI  engine  mechanic  Jack  Prewitt  who 
did  the  work  the  last  time  states  the  engine 
was  in  remarkably  good  condition  for  its 
fourteen  years  and  when  it  left  the  shop  it 
sounded  and  ran  like  a  new  one. 

Two  of  the  big  rides  on  the  Pearson  Shows 
are  operated  with  ELI  Power  Units.  These 
are  the  No.  5  Wheel  and  Mrs.  Pearson's  7-car 
Tilt-A-Whirl.  An  Allan  Herschell  Kiddie 
Ride  was  added  for  the  1935  season  and  it 
has  been  enjoying  good  business. 

The  Pearson  Shows  are  completely  motor- 
ized. Ride  equipment  is  moved  on  three  BIG 
ELI  Semi-Trailer  Units,  one  20-foot  and 
two  24-foot  Units  powered  by  Chevrolet 
tractors. 

Visitors  from  the  Pearson  Shows  during 
their  stay  in  Jacksonville  included  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Pearson,  owner  and  manager;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hal  Graham  of  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  and 
Merry-Go-Round;  Earl  and  Flossie  Jackson 
in  charge  of  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  and  Buster 
Fletcher,  Tilt-A- Whirl  operator. 

*  *      * 

D.  S.  Dudley  of  the  Dudley  Shows  reports 
business  during  latter  part  of  September  in 
the  Texas  Territory  was  way  off  because  of 
rain  and  extremely  cool  weather. 

*  *      * 

Florence  M.  Flora  of  the  Sunset  Amusement 
Company  advises  they  ended  the  1935  Season 
at  Farmington,  Iowa  and  have  gone  into 
storage  at  Keokuk. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otto  Stephen,  BIG  ELI  Owners 

BIG  ELI  OWNER  Otto  Stephen  of  Osceola, 
Iowa  sends  this  picture  of  himself  and  Mrs. 
Stephen  which  we  are  glad  to  have  for  the 
columns  of  the  "NEWS".  "Notice,"  he 
writes,  "our  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  in  the 
background." 

Mr.  Stephen  uses  an  effective  argument 
against  the  old  cry  of  local  merchants  that 
the  Carnival  takes  all  the  money  out  of  town. 
He  has  printed  cards  distributed  to  all  of  his 
employees  and  when  they  make  a  purchase 
one  of  these  cards  is  given  to  the  merchant  to 
show  that  he  is  getting  some  of  the  carnival 
money.  "It  lets  everybody  know  that  we 
spend  a  lot  of  money  in  each  town  we  play," 
he  writes,  "and  I  find  that  is  it  a  great  help 
to  us. 

Mr.  Stephen  has  operated  a  Merry-Go- 
Round  for  some  time,  and  his  latest  addition 
is  the  No.   5  Wheel  shown  in  the  picture. 

*      *      * 

Writes  BIG  ELI  Owner  Harry  H.  Kinsey: 
"I  enjoyed  my  visit  with  Mr.  Lee  A.  Sullivan 
while  we  were  located  at  Westmoreland, 
Tennessee.  I  am  now  back  with  the  J.  C. 
Hamlett  Shows." 
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One  of  the  Riding  Device  Units  of  the  M.  J.  Doolan  Amusement  Enterprises. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  use  the  fine  picture  re- 
produced above  which  was  furnished  to  us 
by  Ride-Owner  M.  J.  Doolan  of  Chicago. 
It  shows  one  of  the  units  of  the  M.  J.  Doolan 
Amusement  Enterprises  in  operation  on  the 
play-ground  of  a  public  school  located  in  the 
Chicago  district. 

This  picture  is  one  of  several  which  Mr. 
Doolan  furnished  us;  and  it  is  the  ideal  type 
of  picture  for  use  in  BIG  ELI  NEWS.  The 
details  are  clear,  there  is  action  and  the 
picture  conveys  the  true  carnival  spirit  that 
pervaded  when  it  was  made. 

Mr.  Doolan  is  one  of  our  good  customers  of 
whom  we  are  justly  proud.  In  addition  to  this 
unit,  he  has  another  unit  of  rides  consisting  of 
BIG  ELI  Wheel,  Merry-Go-Round  and  Tilt- 
A-Whirl.  There  are  also  other  rides  all  of 
which  are  operated  in  the  Chicago  territory. 

In  April  of  this  year  Mr.  Doolan  called  at 
the  BIG  ELI  Factory  and  had  two  24-foot 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  fitted  to  two  Chev- 
rolet Trucks.  These  units,  in  addition  to 
other  motor  equipment  are  used  to  move  his 
rides  from  one  spot  to  another. 


J.  P.  Bolt,  manager  of  the  B.  &  B.  Shows 
advises  that  they  played  their  first  Fair  week 
of  September  16th  at  Spring-Hope,  N.  Caro- 
lina and  in  all  have  eight  fairs  lined  up  ending 
with  the  Greenwood  County  Fair  at  Green- 
wood, S.  Carolina  on  November  9th. 


C.  S.  Borggaard,  BIG  ELI  Owner  of  West 
Somerville,  Massachusetts  in  a  letter  to 
Sales-Manager  Ben  O.  Roodhouse  states: 
"Your  package  did  not  arrive  here  until  the 
11th,  but  as  it  turned  out  it  came  in  ample 
time  because  instead  of  driving  down  on  the 
11th  I  waited  until  the  12th  and  then  flew 
down  to  New  York,  to  keep  my  appointment. 
I  am  glad  that  I  did,  now,  because  it  was  my 
first  flight  of  any  distance  in  a  commercial 
plane,  and,  as  an  amateur  pilot,  I  enjoyed  the 
opportunity  to  observe  what  real  flying  is 

like.      Mr ,   the   gentleman   with 

whom  I  had  the  appointment,  is  an  amateur 
pilot  himself,  as  it  turned  out,  so  I  managed 
to  break-the-ice  very  gracefully  with  a  half- 
hour   discussion    of    flying." 
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This  Picture  and  the  One  on  the  Following  Page  Shoivs  Part  of  the  Motorized 

Equipment  of  the  Dee  Lang  Shoivs. 


On  these  two  pages  we  show  a  part  of  the 
motorized  equipment  of  the  Dee  Lang  Shows, 
season  of  1935  lined  up  at  Sterling,  Illinois 
where  the  Shows  played  an  engagement  week 
of  August  5th. 

There  is  a  total  of  ten  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailer  Units  used  by  Manager  Dee  Lang  in 
moving  his  equipment.  Not  all  of  them  are 
shown  here  as  some  of  the  stake-body  units 
were  in  use  as  bally-hoo  platforms  and  were 
not  readily  available  when  this  picture  was 
taken. 

In  1933  Manager  Lang  purchased  three 
BIG  ELI  Units.  In  1934  he  purchased  three 
more  and  during  the  season  of  1935  he  has 
added  four  Semi-Trailers  of  BIG  ELI  Make. 
Tractor  equipment  is  Chevrolet  trucks. 

nPHE  longest  jump  made  this  year  was 
-*•  Cresco,  Iowa  to  Jerseyville,  Illinois,  and 
Manager  Lang  reports  the  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailer  Units  made  the  trip  in  good  time  and 
without  mishap.  Among  the  ride-equipment 
of  the  Dee  Lang  Shows  are  the  Duplex  No.  5 
Wheels,  Merry-Go-Round,  Caterpillar, Loop- 
0-Plane,  Chair-0-Plane  and  several  children's 
rides. 

*      *      * 

Mrs.  William  Hoffner,  wife  of  ride-owner 
Bill  Hoffner  of  Peoria,  Illinois  was  taken 
suddenly  ill  August  30th  at  Polo,  Illinois 
and  was  rushed  to  the  Deaconess  Hospital 
at  Freeport  for  an  emergency  operation.  A 
letter  from  Mrs.  Hoffner  dated  September 
21st  states  that  she  is  slowly  getting  over 
the  operation,  and  hopes  to  be  back  with 
Bill  running  the  show  before  long. 


In  a  recent  issue  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS  we 
showed  our  readers  pictures  of  N.  S.  Dispensa 
and  his  four  sons  of  Chicago,  Illinois.  Mr. 
Dispensa  reports  the  arrival  of  his  fifth  son, 
"Nicholas  Joseph  Dispensa,"  on  August  1st, 
1935.  N.  S.  says,  "Have  another  boy  now, 
and  that  will  mean  another  BIG  ELI  Wheel." 

Nick  has  three  BIG  ELI'S;  one  for  each  of 
his  grown  sons.  When  the  smaller  boys  grow 
up  he  expects  to  have  a  wheel  for  each  of 
them.  They  are  hard  workers,  and  their 
ability  to  be  successful  with  Riding-Devices 
even  in  difficult  times  shows  they  are  able  to 
stick  together  and  work  together  as  a  family 
group. 

*      *      * 
Not  many  weeks  ago  we  had  the  privilege  of 
a  good  visit  with  our  old-time  friend  Charles 
Oliver  who  was  playing  a  near-by  city 

Arriving  on  the  lot  we  walked  over  to  the 
Wheel  and  found  Mr.  Oliver  examining  a 
broken  clutch  shoe  which  he  thought  would 
cause  the  stopping  of  the  wheel  for  the  even- 
ing when  there  was  good  business  in  sight.  It 
so  happened  that  we  had  some  clutch  shoes 
among  other  parts  in  the  car  with  us  and  in  a 
short  time  the  repairs  were  made  and  the 
BIG  ELI  was  turning  merrily,  much  to  the 
gratification  of  Mr.  Oliver. 

The  Oliver  Amusement  Company,  con- 
sisting of  Merry-Go-Round,  Whip,  No.  5 
BIG  ELI  and  Kiddie  Auto  Ride  with  several 
shows  was  having  good  business.  We  en- 
joyed the  several  hours  visit  with  Mr.  Oliver 
and  we  were  glad  to  see  him  doing  well 
again  after  having  his  rides  out  of  service 
for  several  years. 
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Ten  BIG  EH  Semi-  Trailers  are  Used  by  Mr.  Lang,  Not  All  of  Them  Being 
Available  When  This  Picture  ivas  Taken. 


A  recent  visitor  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  was 
Wheel  Operator  E.  M.  Evans  of  Los  Angeles, 
California.  Mr.  Evans  has  had  considerable 
experience  operating  and  managing  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  for  various  owners  on  the  Pacific 
Coast.  Late  this  summer  he  made  a  trip 
through  the  Central  West  to  become  better 
acquainted  with  some  of  the  Show  Owners 
and  Ride-Men  of  this  territory  and  expected 
to  get  back  to  California  during  the  coming 
Winter.  We  enjoyed  our  little  visit  with  Mr. 
Evans  and  were  interested  in  his  comments 
regarding  the  various  riding-devices  he  had 
visited  while  in  this  territory. 

During  the  Illinois  State  Fair  at  Springfield 
we  had  a  good  visit  with  our  long-time  friend 
Frank  P.  Bittle  who  is  in  charge  of  the  No.  16 
BIG  ELI  Wheels  on  the  Beckmann  &  Gerety 
Midway.  It  was  our  first  meeting  with  Frank 
since  May,  1930  when  he  visited  our  factory 
during  engagement  of  Rubin  &  Cherry  Shows 
in  Decatur.  Frank  Bittle  has  had  years  of 
experience  as  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  operator  and 
had  those  No.  16's  well,  lighted  and  looking 
fine.  (See  picture  on  Page  74  this  issue.) 
Frank  says:  "Whenever  I  own  a  BIG  ELI 
it  will  be  a  No.  16." 

*      *      * 

Our  good  friend  Abe  Margulis  writes  he  has 
been  playing  some  post-season  spots  with  his 
No.  12  Wheel  operated  during  the  Park 
Season  at  High  Cliff  Park,  Kaukauna,  Wis- 
consin. Abe  sends  in  some  good  reports  and 
some  nice  payments  and  has  played  a  few 
"red"  ones  this  year. 


PRESIDENT  Lee  A.  Sullivan  answered 
'*-  the  telephone  at  his  home  during 
the  evening  of  September  7th  and  was 
pleasantly  surprised  to  hear  the  voice  of 
our  long-time  friend  John  Wendler  of  the 
Allan  Herschell  Company  of  North  Tono- 
wanda.  New  York.  Mr.  Wendler  had  just 
arrived  in  Jacksonville  enroute  to  St.  Louis 
and  we  had  a  pleasant  visit  with  him  during 
Saturday  and  Sunday  September  8th  and 
9th.  Mr.  Wendler  visited  a  number  of  Ride- 
Men  who  are  users  of  AUan-Herschell  Ride 
Equipment,  during  his  trip  through  the 
central  west. 

E.  K.  Fernandez  and  son  of  Honolulu, 
Hawaii  were  visitors  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
during  the  week  of  the  Illinois  State  Fair  at 
Springfield.  While  at  the  Fair  Mr.  Fernandez 
booked  several  acts  for  a  new  three-ring 
circus  which  he  will  launch  this  year  in  the 
Islands.  Mr.  Fernandez  left  San  Francisco 
September  28th  for  Honolulu  with  complete 
equipment  for  a  three-ring  circus. 

*  *      * 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Vernon  of  the  Vernon 
Brothers  Shows  drove  up  on  the  18th  from 
Woodriver  where  they  were  playing  under 
Auspices  of  the  Police  Department.  On 
Friday  evening,  Mr.  Lee  A.  Sullivan  and 
Mr.  Roodhouse  visited  the  Show  at  Wood- 
river. 

*  *      * 

C.  G.  (Doc)  Crowley  of  Crowley's  United 
Shows  reports  some  real  good  business  at 
several  of  his  Fairs.  The  DuPlex  Wheels  are 
a  real  flash  he  informs  us  and  create  much 
favorable  comment  for  his  show. 
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Mrs.  Browning's  "Old  Reliable"  No.  12. 

From  Mrs.  Rosa  L.  Browning  of  the  Brown- 
ing Amusement  Companies,  Salem,  Oregon 
comes  the  picture  used  above.  It  depicts  her 
No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel  playing  to  good  busi- 
ness at  Victoria  B.C.  during  a  recent  engage- 
ment there.  The  other  picture,  she  states, 
was  taken  at  the  Railway  Station  at  Van- 
couver, B.  C.  and  shows  several  members  of 
the  Browning  Amusement  Company.  Busi- 
ness, she  informs  us,  has  not  been  so  good 
in  that  territory  due  to  labor  troubles  at  the 
big  saw  mills. 

The  Brownings  are  operators  of  extensive 
Ride-Equipment  in  the  Northwest  territory. 
Two  No.  5's,  a  No.  12,  a  BABY  ELI  and  six 
ELI  Power  Units  are  included  in  their  equip- 
ment. 

Ed  Browning  of  the  Browning  Brothers' 
Amusement  Company  writes  regarding  his 
No.  5  Wheel:  "I  must  say  that  our  Wheel  is 
the  old  faithful  stand-by.  There  is  little 
expense  to  it  and  it  has  it  way  over  the  other 
rides  for  net  profits.  Nobody  makes  a 
mistake  when  they  put  their  money  in  the 
"Old  Reliable"  BIG  ELI.     We  are  mighty 


proud  that  we  have  six  ELI  Power  Units  in 
the  family.  Mother  has  four,  Fred  and  I 
have  two  and  I  will  recommend  these  engines 
to  anyone." 


Paul  B.  Gilliland,  owner  of  the  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  with  Corey  Greater  Shows  died  sud- 
denly at  the  Fairgrounds,  Dayton,  Penn- 
sylvania on  September  16th.  Death  was 
attributed  to  heart  trouble. 

Mr.  Gilliland  operated  his  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
with  various  Shows  in  Pennsylvania  territory 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  survived  by  Mrs. 
Gilliland  and  a  brother  William,  outdoor 
showman. 

Funeral  services  were  held  September  20th, 
at  Philadelphia,  where  he  has  made  his  home. 
Interment  in  that  city. 


Under  date  of  Sept.  11th,  Ride-Owner  J.  A. 
Montgomery  of  the  J.  J.  Page  writes:  "Had 
a  big  surprise  last  night.  Lee  A.  Sullivan  paid 
us  a  good  visit  all  evening  on  the  lot.  It  was 
away  after  the  Show  closed  before  we  found 
Mr.  Page,  but  when  we  did  finally  all  get 
together  it  was  early  in  the  A.  M.  before  we 
got  to  bed.  We  persuaded  Mr.  Sullivan  to 
put  off  his  trip  to  Nashville  until  next  day, 
which  he  did.  I  was  glad  Mr.  Sullivan  called 
upon  us,  because  I  was  anxious  for  Mr.  Page 
to  meet  him  and  then  he  would  know  who  he 
was  dealing  with.  That  goes  a  long  ways, 
many  times." 

*  *      * 

William  R.  Snapp  of  the  Snapp  Greater 
Shows  advises  some  of  his  Missouri  engage- 
ments were  poor  despite  good  weather  and 
nice  crowds.  He  looks  forward  to  some  bet- 
ter business  before  going  into  winter-quarters 
as  he  has  a  nice  line  of  special  celebrations 
that  he  has  played  in  former  years  and  found 
dependable  in  the  way  of  good  receipts. 

*  *  * 
Ride-Owner  W.  L.  Weiseman  of  the  Georgia 
Attractions  reports  his  show  experienced  high 
winds  night  of  September  7th,  a  touch  of  the 
severe  hurricane  that  ravaged  the  west  coast 
of  Florida.  They  were  too  far  away  from  the 
center  of  disturbance  to  get  the  full  force  of 
the  wind,  but  he  states  there  was  plenty  of 
rain  and  they  were  kept  busy  keeping  the 
canvas  up. 
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Part  of  the  Personell  of  the  Browning  Amusument  Companies. 


A.  L.  Althoff  who  has  his  No.  5  located  at 
Stony  Point  Park,  Watertown,  S.  Dakota 
states  he  has  closed  for  the  season  and  is  now 
at  home  at  Kansas  City.  He  advises  that  his 
father,  Mr.  C.  H.  Althoff,  who  has  the 
Merry-Go-Round  at  the  Park  has  been  out 
of  activities  this  summer  due  to  bad  health, 
but  is  now  better. 

The  senior  Mr.  Althoff  has  operated  his 
Merry-Go-Round  for  a  number  of  years  and 
although  advanced  in  age  he  is  still  active  in 
business. 


Harry  H.  Winters,  Owner  and  General  Mana- 
ger of  the  Winters  Exposition  Shows  has 
closed  for  the  1935  season.  He  owns  his  two 
rides,  Allan-Herschell  Merry-Go-Round  and 
Kiddie  Auto  ride,  and  has  booked  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  during  past  seasons.  "My  next  ride," 
he  states,  "will  be  a  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel, 
brand  new  from  the  BIG  ELI  Factory." 
That's  the  spirit,  Mr.  Winters;  you  know  the 
old  adage  among  Amusement  Men:  "You 
can't  go  wrong  with  a  BIG  ELI." 


To  Our  "NEWS"  Readers: 

If  you  find  a  little  pink  card  tucked  in  when  you  come  to  this  page,  it  is  just  a 
reminder  that  subscription  renewal  time  is  here. 

Just  write  in  your  name  and  address,  put  on  a  Ic  stamp  and  drop  the  card 
in  a  mail  box.  It  is  already  addressed,  and  when  it  gets  back  here  we  will  know 
you  are  interested  in  BIG  ELI  NEWS  and  want  to  receive  it  again  for  another  year. 

Of  course,  if  there  is  no  card,  it  means  your  subscription  has  not  expired  and 
the  "NEWS"  will  continue  to  come  to  you  regularly. 

—THE  EDITOR. 
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A  bi-monthly  magazine  for  the  benefit  of  those 
interested  in  the  riding  device  business.  For 
ten  years ,  this  magazine  was  called  The 
OPTIMIST.  Now  there  is  nothing  new  but 
the  name.  BIG  ELI  is  our  registered  trade 
mark,  hence,  BIG  ELI  NEWS  is  protected 
by  the  use  of  the  words  BIG  ELI.  The 
magazine,  supporting  clean  amusements,  pub- 
lished in  the  interest  of  ELI  BRIDGE 
COMPANY,  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  U.  S.  A. 
Builders   of   the    Famous    BIG    ELI    Wheel. 

LEE    A.   SULLIVAN President 

J.  L.  SULLIVAN Vice  President 

L.  L.  SULLIVAN Secretary-Treasurer 

BEN.  0.  ROODHOUSE Sales  Manager 

EDITORIAL 

IN  LINE  with  the  policy  of  this  magazine 
to  print  facts  as  we  find  them  we  are  pleased 
to  submit  the  following  for  consideration  of 
our  readers.  The  general  trend  of  the  out- 
door amusement  business  this  season  and 
especially  since  the  beginning  of  celebration 
time  has  been  upward. 

Some  Fairs  report  the  largest  attendance 
and  biggest  Midway  income  in  their  history. 
We  read  in  the  September  issue  of  Illinois 
Journal  of  Commerce  the  following  state- 
ments about  the  Illinois  State  Fair: 

"The  great  Illinois  State  Fair  recently 
closed  its  doors  after  having  greeted  over 
1,000,000  customers  compared  with  650,000 
a  year  ago. 

The  machinery  exhibits  were  more  numer- 
ous than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the 
Fair.  Farmers  may  exhibit  live  stock  and 
agricultural  products  when  they  are  poor 
but  they  do  not  buy  expensive  farm  equip- 
ment unless  money  is  fairly  plentiful. 

There  were  50%  more  exhibits  than  a  year 
ago.  In  fact  the  Illinois  Fair  set  new  records 
in  every  division,  making  this  year's  fair  out- 
standing in  the  History  of  the  State. 


In  case  you  think  everybody  was  serious 
and  worried,  just  remember  that  the  carnival 
outfit  did  twice  the  business  of  any  show 
organization  ever  operated  on  the  Fair 
Grounds." 

Admitting  that  a  few  localities  have  suf- 
fered as  compared  with  last  year,  the  large 
majority  of  them  show  conditions  far  better 
than  the  fall  of  1934. 

To  date  the  sales  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
are  16%  ahead  of  this  time  last  year.  Col- 
lections have  been  better  and  while  we  are 
not  at  this  time  able  to  give  you  the  per- 
centage of  increase,  it  does  indicate  a  sub- 
stantial betterment  of  our  customers'  condi- 
tions over  those  of  1934. 

We  expect  to  do  some  manufacturing  this 
winter  and  while  the  number  of  our  employes 
will  not  be  materially  increased,  we  hope  to 
keep  our  regular  men  employed  during  the 
winter,  building  a  new  stock  of  BIG  ELI 
Products. 

Yes,  we  know  conditions  are  bettering 
themselves  gradually,  experience  of  the  past 
two  years  prove  that  so  we  have  a  reasonable 
right  to  expect  a  continuance  in  the  future. 

Action  Pictures 

Photographs  showing  ride  equipment  in 
action  are  more  difficult  to  secure  but  are 
most  valuable  for  use.  Companies  publishing 
books  and  magazines  are  constantly  attempt- 
ing to  secure  pictures  of  equipment  in  actual 
everyday  service. 

We  have  received  some  very  fine  action 
pictures  during  the  past  few  weeks.  Some  of 
these  appear  in  this  issue  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS. 
Your  special  attention  is  called  to  the  three- 
in-line  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheels  at  the  Illinois 
State  Fair  and  the  Duplex  No.  5  Wheels  on 
the  Happyland  Shows  which  appear  in  the 
BIG  ELI  TALKS  article  of  this  magazine. 
These  are  REAL  action  pictures.  They  were 
taken  while  these  rides  were  operating  and 
the  Wheels  were  momentarily  stopped  to 
snap  the  pictures. 

If  you  are  a  riding  device  or  Trailer  owner 
and  can  get  us  a  picture  of  your  Wheel,  Tilt- 
a-Whirl,  Merry-go-round,  or  a  general  view 
of  the  Midway  while  actual  business  is  in 
progress;  or  of  a  BIG  ELI  Trailer  fully 
loaded  ready  for  the  move,  send  that  picture 
for  use  in  BIG  ELI  NEWS. 
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A  Consistent  Profit  Earner  on  Any  Midway 


The  7-Car  Tilt-A- Whirl  Shown  Above  is  the  Model  in  General  Use  Portably. 
It  Carries  28  Passengers  and  the  ELI  POWER  UNIT  is  Standard  Equipment. 

Here  are  two  reports  from  a  7-car  Tilt-A-Whirl  operated  with  a  well  known  Carnival 
company  during  the  1935  season.  The  first  is  from  a  six-day  celebration  held  during  the 
month  of  May,  the  second  from  a  Northern  Fair  held  in  August. 


CELEBRATION 

Monday Rain 

Tuesday $  52.80 

Wednesday 88.00 

Thursday 79.30 

Friday 108.40 

Saturday 181.75 


FAIR 

Tuesday $  68.20 

Wednesday 178.80 

Thursday 379.30 

Friday 122.00 

Saturday 50.50 


Total $798.80 


Total $510.25 


During  118  days  of  actual  operation  this  Tilt- A- Whirl  averaged  $52.11  gross  business  per 
day.  This,  we  believe  is  good  proof  of  its  ability  to  pay  steady  and  consistent  profits. 
Write  for  additional  information  regarding  this  popular  money-maker. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Seiiins  Agents 

JACKSONVILLE  .  -         .  -  ILLINOIS 
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BIG  ELI  TALKS 


Three-in-line  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheels  With  Becktnann  and  Gerety  Shoivs, 

Illinois  State  Fair,  Season  1935. 


TOURING  the  last  eight  years  various 
*^  plans  of  operating  BIG  ELI  Wheels  on 
amusement  midways  have  been  tried  out. 
For  many  years  before  that  the  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  has  been  considered  a  necessary  part 
of  any  amusement  midway.  Many  men  have 
told  us  "No  midway  is  complete  without  a 
BIG  ELI  Wheel." 

As  early  as  1924  two  Wheels  were  tried  on 
one  Midway  with  the  World  at  Home  Shows, 
these  No.  5's  being  owned  by  Enoch  Butcher. 
Wheel  Operator  Frank  Bittle  recently  told  us 
that  he  had  charge  of  these  Wheels,  also  that 
it  was  a  one  time  attraction  and  no  attempt 
was  made  to  make  it  a  permanent  arrange- 
ment. 

Before  1928  the  Royal  American  Shows 
had  for  several  years  operated  a  No.  12  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  on  their  Midway.  In  the  spring 
of  1928  they  came  out  with  Duplex  No.  12 
BIG  ELI  Wheels  placing  them  at  the  head  of 


the  Midway  with  plenty  of  lights  and  with  a 
big  organ  between  the  two  Wheels.  These 
created  much  comment  and  the  Wheels  were 
real  money-getters,  topping  other  rides  on 
the  Royal  American  Midway.  The  success 
of  these  double  Wheels  convinced  Sedlmayr 
and  Velare  Bros,  they  should  continue  to 
stay  in  the  fore  front  with  their  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  attraction,  so  in  the  fall  of  1933  they 
added  two  more  No.  12's  and  since  that 
time  have  operated  four-in-line  No.  12  BIG 
ELI  Wheels. 

This  statement  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Velare  in  a 
letter  to  our  Company  under  date  of  Novem- 
ber 15,  1933  explains  the  success  of  the  four 
BIG  ELI  Wheels. 

"As  you  know  through  our  purchase  of 
two  additional  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheels,  a 
four-Wheel  unit  was  first  tried  out  at 
the  Minnesota  State  Fair  September  2  to 
9,  1933.    I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  it  has 
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Four-in-Line  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel  at  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

With  Royal  American  Shotvs 


A  Permanent  Attraction 


been  the  outstanding  attraction  of  our 
Midway  since  that  time.  The  four-in- 
line Giant  BIG  ELI  Unit  usually  brings  in 
top  money.  We  are  well  pleased  with  this 
set-up  and  it  will  remain  a  permanent 
attraction  with  our  organization." 

Four-in-line  BIG  ELI  Wheels  placed  at 
the  back  of  the  Midway,  brilliantly  illumi- 
nated are  a  real  attraction  and  a  big  money 
getter.  Thus  the  Royal  American  Shows  have 
advanced  from  one  Wheel  in  1927,  two 
Wheels  1928  to  1933,  and  four  Wheels, 
1933  to  the  present  time. 

In  1934  Sol's  Liberty  Shows  operated  three 
No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheels  variously  located  on 
their  Midway.  Just  one  week  of  the  season 
these  Wheels  were  lined  up  together,  other 
weeks  there  was  one  Wheel  in  the  front  of 
the  Midway,  one  in  the  center  and  one  in 
the  back.  This  plan  did  not  prove  out  the 
most  successful  for  operating  several  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  on  one  Midway.  This  year  two 
No.   5  Wheels  are  duplexed  and  when  we 


saw  them  in  the  spring  of  1935  they  were  in 
the  center  of  the  Midway. 

On  the  Beckmann  &  Gerety  Shows  for  the 
past  two  seasons  they  have  had  a  No.  16 
BIG  ELI  and  one  No.  5  size  Wheel.  The 
plan  was  to  charge  15c  for  the  big  Wheel  and 
10c  for  the  small  Wheel.  This  plan  worked 
out  quite  successfully. 

Beginning  at  the  Illinois  State  Fair  at 
Springfield,  Illinois  this  year  three-in-line 
No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheels  were  located  on  the 
Beckmann  &  Gerety  Midway  while  the  smal- 
ler No.  5  Wheel  had  a  separate  location, 
prominently  placed  at  the  head  of  Happy 
Hollow. 

Those  three  No.  16  Wheels  which  we  show 
you  in  a  picture  accompanying  this  article 
were  in  a  prominent  high  location  of  the 
State  Fair  Grounds.  Hundreds  of  lights, 
and  white  enamel  seats  helped  make  them 
real  popular  attractions.  Many  people  com- 
mented on  the  height  of  the  Wheels  and  their 
beauty.   But  best  of  all  these  Wheels  grossed 
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Duplex  No.  5  Wheels  With  Happyland  Shows  a  Permanent  1935  Attraction 

and  a  Very  Profitable  One. 


more  at  the  Illinois  State  Fair  of  1935  than 
any  previous  Wheels  in  the  experience  of  the 
Fair  Association.  That  these  Wheels  were  a 
big  attraction  has  been  proven  again  and 
again.  Beckmann  &  Gerety  Company  are 
carrying  these  three  No.  16's  continuously 
for  the  remainder  of  this  season.  From 
Springfield  they  went  to  the  Michigan  State 
Fair  at  Detroit  and  Mr.  Fred  Beckmann 
wrote  this  about  them: 

"The  Wheels  created  as  much  talk  in 
Detroit  as  in  Springfield.  Had  them  at  the 
back  of  Midway  and  they  could  be  seen 
by  all  people  on  Woodward  Avenue." 

Most  amusement  companies  operating 
Duplex  Wheels  have  No.  5  size  and  give  them 
prominent  locations.  Several  such  Midways 
we  have  visited  this  year  include:  Dee  Lang 
Shows,  Johnny  J.  Jones  Exposition,  Sol's 
Liberty  Shows,  J.  J.  Page  Shows,  Crowley 
United,  and  Byers  Bros.  The  latter  do  not 
operate  their  No.  5  Wheels  together  every 


week,  but  in  the  larger  Cities  of  their  route 
have  duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels. 

T.  J.  Tidwell,  Owner  and  Manager,  T.  J. 
Tidwell  Shows  is  a  recent  convert  to  the 
Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Unit.  He  wrote  us 
recently: 

"I  received  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  at  Black- 
well  a  few  days  ago  and  have  been  delayed 
writing  you  for  which  I  am  duly  sorry, 
but  as  you  know  we  are  doing  Fairs  now 
and  are  kept  busy  all  the  time.  The  Wheel 
went  up  in  grand  shape  and  time  and  had 
a  very  successful  opening  week.  It  has 
done  very  good  business  every  week  since. 

I  am  sure  that  the  "Twin  Wheel"  idea 
is  the  thing  and  am  more  than  pleased 
with   mine  and   find   the  crowds  take   to 
the  Wheels  really  more  than  one.   Thank- 
ing you  for  this  and  past  favors, 
Very  truly  yours, 
T.  J.  Tidwell, 
T.  J.  Tidwell  Shows." 
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And  now  a  six  day  report  of  Duplex  No.  5 

BIG  ELI  Wheels  in  western  territory.    This 

was  a  late  summer  celebration,  weather  warm. 

$53.05 

78.55 

100.20 

328.70 

216.35 

190.55 


Total,  $967.40 

Average  gross  receipts  per  day  were  $161.23 

As  a  part  of  this  article,  we  are  showing  you 
a  picture  of  Duplex  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheels  on 
the  Happyland  Shows,  Dumas  &  Reid,  Ow- 
ners. This  picture  was  taken  at  one  of  their 
late  summer  Fairs  and  shows  in  addition  to 
the  Wheels  being  fully  loaded,  a  real  crowd 
on  the  Midway.  1934  was  the  first  year 
Dumas  &  Reid  operated  Duplex  Wheels. 
Over  about  the  same  territory  as  played  in 
1933,  last  year  Duplex  Wheels  grossed 
$3,217.30  more  than  their  single  Wheel  the 
year  before.  The  present  outlook  is  that  the 
Duplex  Wheels  this  year  will  show  far  better 
gross  than  they  did  last  year  in  the  same 
locations  week  by  week. 

John  F.  Reid,  joint  owner  with  Wm.  G. 
Dumas  wrote  us  after  July  4th: 

"Considering  all  the  bad  weather  we  have 
had,  Lady  Luck  was  with  us  during  the 
week  of  the  Fourth  and  we  succeeded  in 
passing  our  1934  receipts  on  the  big  day. 
Very  hot,  sultry  weather,  but  much  better 
than  rain.  Our  receipts  for  the  rides,  we 
think  made  a  very  good  day.  Duplex 
Wheels  got  $399.20. 

Sincerely, 

John  F.  Reid." 

No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  for  many  years  has 
been  a  leading  money-getter.  Our  4th  of 
July  Contest  results  over  a  period  of  years, 
also  the  experience  of  owners  at  other  cele- 
brations and  fairs  prove  the  No.  5  a  leader 
among  Wheels. 

Of  seventy-two  prizes  we  have  given  in 
our  contests  for  9  years,  1927  to  1935,  sixty- 
one  prizes  was  taken  by  No.  5  Wheels,  that 
is  eighty-five  percent  of  the  total. 

No.  12  Wheels  also  hold  a  real  place  on 
many  Midways.  The  Royal  American  as 
already  mentioned  in  this  article  and  begin- 


ning 1935  Duplex  BIG  ELI  No.  12  Wheels 
at  Riverview  Park  in  Chicago.  Nine  prizes 
have  been  taken  by  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
in  our  4th  of  July  Contests. 

Here  is  a  Central  West  Fair  where  Duplex 
No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheels  really  proved  their 
ability  as  money-getters. 

Sunday,  rain $  17.00 

Monday,  showers 423.60 

Tuesday,  clear  and  cold  at  night     .      32.10 

Wednesday,  clear  and  warm 103.00 

Thursday,  clear  and  cold  at  night       217.10 

Friday,  clear  and  warm 98.10 

Saturday,  clear  and  warm 142.20 

Total $1033.10 

TO  OUR  KNOWLEDGE  TWENTY 
MIDWAYS,  CARNIVALS  AND  PARKS 
INCLUDED  DUPLEX  BIG  ELI  WHEELS 
THIS  YEAR.  Next  year  more  will  add 
double  Wheels. 

Ride  owner  J.  J.  Colley  after  reading  what 
others  have  done  recently  tried  out  Duplex 
Wheel  idea  at  his  Fairs.  He  writes  us: 
"I  thought  I  would  write  you  and  tell  you 
what  I  think  of  Duplex  or  Twin  Wheels. 
I  booked  another  Wheel  for  the  Fair 
season  and  I  will  never  be  without  two 
Wheels  if  I  can  help  it.  I  believe  I  have  the 
best  line  of  Fairs  in  the  State  and  I  give 
twin  Wheels  credit  for  75*"^  of  my  booking 
power. 

This  is  a  Fair  date  that  opened  Monday. 
One    Wheel    got    $197.30    and    the    other 
$169.10.    I  am  sure  one  Wheel  would  not 
have  done  much  better  alone. 
J.  J.  Colley." 

If  you  are  the   owner  of   one   BIG   ELI 
Wheel  and  you  desire  to  add  booking  power, 
appearance    and    profit    earning    ability    to 
your  midway,  add  another  BIG  ELI.    You 
will    become    a    Duplex    BIG    ELI    Wheel 
booster.     Fine  appearing  rides  are  an  addi- 
tion to  any   Midway  but  these  rides  must 
earn  additional  money  to  justify  their  loca- 
tion.    DUPLEX  BIG  ELI  WHEELS  PAY 
THEIR  WAY.    Offer  your  celebration  com- 
mittees Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels  for  1936. 
Sincerely  yours, 
Ben  O.  Roodhouse, 
Sales  Manager. 
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THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 


AFTER  wondering  for  several  days  as  to 
how  badly  ride  owner  Louis  J.  Nieberle 
had  suffered  in  the  Florida  hurricane,  on  the 
afternoon  of  September  5  we  received  the 
following  telegram  bringing  welcome  news: 

"Struck  by  hurricane,  worked  six  yours  in 
wind  and  rain  to  save   Wheel  no  damage. 
Louis  J.  Nieberle" 

Following  his  brief  telegram  with  a  more 
complete  report  Mr.  Nieberle  wrote  us  as 
follows: 

"We  expected  Perry  to  be  good  for  Labor 
Day  but  had  rain  Monday  and  Tuesday. 
Then  Wednesday  we  had  the  hurricane. 

We  had  storm  warnings  Tuesday  night 
that  the  storm  would  reach  Perry,  Florida 
5  A.  M.  Wednesday.  But  all  we  had  was 
rain  and  a  little  wind  until  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  then  the  wind  became 
stronger.  I  had  to  tie  the  block  and  tackle 
on  the  towers  of  the  Wheel  and  tie  it  to  the 
Tilt-a-Whirl  to  keep  the  Wheel  from  falling 
on  a  filling  station.  But  by  5:30  the  wind  and 
rain  were  so  strong  we  all  had  to  put  more 
ropes  on  the  Wheel  and  pull  with  all  our 
might,  even  the  women  were  out  in  the  storm, 
and  for  a  while  it  looked  as  though  the  Wheel 
was  gone.  When  we  had  it  tied  with  all  the 
ropes  we  had  we  braced  the  foundation 
blocks  as  the  wind  had  shifted  the  Wheel  off 
the  blocks.  About  seven  o'clock  the  wind  and 
rain  stopped  for  about  a  half  hour  and  then 
started  all  over  again  blowing  the  other  direc- 
tion. Had  to  take  some  ropes  off  and  tie  the 
Wheel  on  the  other  side.  We  tied  it  to  the 
run-way  at  the  filling  station.  The  wind  tore 
the  whole  canvas  top  off  the  organ  trailer. 
We  covered  the  top  of  the  organ  up  the  best 
we  could,  but  when  we  opened  up  Friday 
night  the  organ  would  hardly  play.  I  am 
working  on  it  now.  The  wind  also  tore  the 
tarpaulin  off  the  trucks,  one  tarpaulin  was 
torn  beyond  repair.  I  also  lost  lots  of  lights. 
This  was  the  worst  storm  Perry  has  had.  It 
blowed  roofs  off  the  buildings  and  broke  the 
big  plate  glasses  out  of  the  store  windows, 
blowed  a  box  car  over  at  the  freight  station 
clear  across  the  lot.  There  were  no  lives  lost 
at  Perry.  Sorry  I  did  not  write  sooner  but 
we  were  all  worn  out  from  the  storm  and 
hurrying  to  getthings  inshape  toopen again." 
A  newspaper  account  includes  this  state- 
ment: 


"In  Perry,  forty-five  houses  were  damaged 
and  thirty-five  were  wrecked.  Twenty-five 
were  damaged  and  thirty-six  destroyed  in  the 
vicinity  of  Dead  Man's  Bay,  the  survey 
showed. 

It  was  said  75  percent  of  the  crops  were 
destroyed,  and  one-third  of  the  hogs  and 
many  cattle  drowned." 

You  can  readily  read  from  the  account  that 
Mr.  Nieberle  and  his  Operators  worked  un- 
tiringly to  protect  the  amusement  equip- 
ment. While  this  was  somewhat  out  of  the 
line  of  regular  duty  for  the  operators  we  are 
sure  Mr.  Nieberle  appreciated  the  assistance 
of  all  his  help  in  the  protection  of  the  BIG 
ELI  Wheel,  Tilt-a-Whirl,  Organ  and  other 
equipment.  Notice  he  says  they  stayed  right 
out  in  the  wind  and  rain  without  thought  of 
themselves. 

Another  such  experience  of  operator  loyalty 
was  had  by  G.  C.  Crowley  this  summer  when 
his  Midway  was  flooded  by  a  sudden  heavy 
rain  storm  at  Mexico,  Missouri.  Mr.  Crowley 
stated  that  the  water  on  the  lot  quickly  be- 
came waist  and  arm-pit  deep  and  that  his 
men  worked  untiringly  carrying  out  canvas 
and  all  manner  of  amusement  equipment  to 
higher  ground.  They  saved  equipment  that 
would  have  been  washed  away  or  badly 
damaged.  Mr.  Crowley  personally  directed 
all  of  this  work  himself  and  at  the  finish 
furnished  dry  clothing  and  other  necessities 
to  his  workers  with  the  result  that  not  a  single 
one  of  them  suffered  from  the  exposure. 

Many  ride  operators  consider  their  only 
duty  is  to  erect,  operate,  and  take  down  the 
riding  devices  but  in  times  of  emergency 
many  other  things  are  necessary  to  do  and 
no  real  efficient  operator  would  stand  back 
to  help  his  employer  in  any  capacity  to 
protect  his  equipment. 

If  you  would  be  a  real  efficient  operator, 
stand  ready  to  assist  in  any  minor  or  major 
emergency.  Give  no  thought  to  a  reward  be- 
cause you  owe  it  to  your  employer  to  protect 
his  property.  It  means  the  permanancy  of 
your  employment  and  will  cause  you  to  feel 
you  have  not  failed  in  the  line  of  duty. 

Efficiency  of  erection,  operation,  and  tak- 
ing down  the  ride  is  necessary,  but  other 
things*are  also^ required. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 


President  and  General-Manager  Lee  A- 
Sullivan  returned  September  14th  from  a  six 
day  trip  through  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Ohio 
and  Indiana.  On  Monday  the  6th  visited 
F.  W.  Wadsworth  of  Bill's  Greater  Shows  at 
Ridgeway,  111.  On  Tuesday  found  BIG  ELI 
Owner  Harry  Kinsey  at  Westmoreland,  Ten- 
nessee; the  J.  J.  Page  Shows  at  Lebanon, 
Tennessee;  the  Snodgrass  Rides  at  Franklin, 
Tennessee  and  BIG  ELI  Owner  Jesse  Cock- 
rell  at  Murphreesboro,  Tennessee.  On  Wed- 
nesday visited  BIG  ELI  Owner  Ellis  Winton 
of  Cumberland  Valley  Shows  at  Woodbury, 
Tennessee  and  Ray  Marsh  Brydon  of  Rice 
Brothers  Circus  at  McMinnville. 

Going  up  into  Ohio  he  visited  Robert  Gloth 
with  the  Superior  Shows  at  Plainfield,  and 
Howard  Brothers'  at  Marion. 

*  *       * 

Sales  Manager  Ben  O.  Roodhouse  with 
Mrs.  Roodhouse  spent  the  evening  of  Sept- 
ember 13th  at  Hull,  Illinois  visiting  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mack  Frailey  who  were  playing  a 
Lion's  Club  Celebration  there  for  three  days. 
Later  in  the  evening  the  BIG  ELI  Folks  went 
on  to  Hannibal,  Missouri  where  the  Mark 
Twain  Centennial  Celebration  was  in  prog- 
ress on  the  streets.  The  F.  E.  Gooding 
Amusement  Company  were  operating  at  Han- 
nibal, a  combination  of  clean,  up-to-date 
riding-devices.  We  counted  eight  big  rides 
including  two  BIG  ELI  Wheels,  a  fine  three- 
abreast  Spillman  Merry-Go-Round,  Merry- 
Mix-up,  Whip,  Loop-the-Loop,  Lindy-Loop 
and  Loop-0-Plane.  A  Kiddie  Auto  Ride  and 
a  Kiddie  Airplane  completed  the  list  of  ride 
attractions.  The  Hannibal  folks  were  cer- 
tainly patronizing  their  celebration  and  the 
weather  was  ideal.  Our  only  disappointment 
was  not  being  able  to  see  Mr.  F.  E.  Gooding 
personally  as  he  was  not  with  that  unit  of  his 
attractions.  It  was  one  of  the  finest  group  of 
riding-devices  we  have  visited  in  a  long  time 
and  we  enjoyed  several  hours  stay  on  the 
Midway. 

*  *      * 

Recent  visitors  with  us  were  Frank  Capp  of 
Baker-Lockwood,  Kansas  City  and  Harry 
Sommerville  on  the  10th  of  September.  Ride- 
Owner  Robert  Hughey  of  Chicago  dropped 
in  for  a  few  hours  of  Friday  the  13th.  Mack 
and  Lucena  Frailey,  Ride-Operators  were 
here  on  the  15th. 


W.  E.  SULLIVAN 
1861-1932 

No  day  passes  but  that  we  speak  of  or  at  least 
think  of  "Dad  Sullivan"  and  the  influence  his 
memory  cast  on  us  to  greatly  affect  our  lives. 

Now  we  are  especially  reminded  of  him 
because  just  three  years  ago  the  fifteenth  of 
October  he  left  us. 

This  statement  in  memory  of  Mr.  Sullivan 
was  made  by  Dr.  R.  O.  Stoops  of  Jacksonville: 
"You  have  been  greatly  blessed  in  having  his 
companionship  and  wise  counsel  for  so  long  a 
time.  I  know  from  my  own  experience  that 
your  memory  of  him  will  prove  a  rich  heritage 
as  the  years  pass." 

At  this  time,  three  years  after  they  were 
spoken  we  most  fully  realize  the  truth  of  these 
words. 

Published  by  BIG  ELI  Employees  in  memory 
of  W.  E.  SULLIVAN,  October,  1935. 
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BIG  ELI  SEMI-TRAILERS 

The  Sure  Way  to  Reduce  Transportation  Costs 


A  Standard  ZO-Foot  BIG  ELI  Semi-  Trailer  Powered  With  a  1  ^4-2  Ton  Chevrolet  Tractor 
and  Loaded  With  a  Complete  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel 

A  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  Unit  of  the  type  shown  here  made  a  round  trip  of  1,354  miles, 
Jacksonville,  Illinois,  to  Birmingham,  Alabama  carrying  a  Standard  No.  5  Wheel  on 
the  return  trip.  The  average  operating  cost  per  mile  for  gasoline  and  oil  was  2.1c.  With 
all  expenses  figured,  such  as  ferry,  wages  for  men  and  incidentals  the  average  cost  per 
mile  was  6.9c.  These  figures  are  representative  of  the  low  cost  of  operating  BIG  ELI 
Semi-Trailer  units. 


Made  in  Standard  20  and  24-foot  lengths,  complete  with  B-K  Brake  control  equipment 
installed  on  your  tractor.    Write  for  additional  information. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

BUILDERS 
JACKSONVILLE ILLINOIS 


Jacksonville,  Illinois 


November-December,  1935 
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Byers  Brothers  Du-Plex  No.  5  Wheel  Unit 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 


OUR  FRONT  COVER 

WE  ARE  indebted  to  Carl  Byers  of  Byers 
Brothers  Shows  for  the  picture  used  on 
the  front  cover  of  this  issue  of  BIG  ELI 
NEWS.  It  shows  their  Duplex  Wheel  unit  set 
up  and  operating  at  Piggott,  Arkansas  during 
the  week  of  September  23rd  this  year. 

One  of  these  is  a  No.  5  Wheel  operated  for 
many  years  by  C.  E.  (Dad)  Wood  and  the 
other  is  a  1935  Model  No.  5  purchased  new  this 
spring.  During  a  good  part  of  the  time  the  two 
wheels  were  operated  separately  but  were 
brought  together  for  a  Duplex  Unit  to  make 
the  larger  towns  and  big  celebrations.  "We 
find  them  a  real  attraction  and  we  have  received 
many  compliments  on  our  two  wheels,"  states 
Carl  Byers. 

The  show  closed  the  season  at  Hornersville, 
Missouri  and  stored  there  early  in  November. 
Managers  Carl  and  Jim  Byers  are  now  on  an 
extended  trip  to  Texas. 

*  *      * 

Mrs.  Anna  Jane  Pearson  of  the  Pearson 
Shows  at  Ramsey,  Illinois  has  closed  the  season 
and  with  her  mother  left  on  November  5th  for 
Hot  Springs,  Arkansas.  Mrs.  Pearson  took 
along  her  Covered  Wagon  Living  trailer  and 
took  her  time  about  getting  to  Hot  Springs. 
Visited  the  Sutton  Shows  at  Marion,  Arkansas; 
The  West  Brothers  at  Brinkley;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dee  Lang  at  North  Little  Rock;  Oscar  Bloom, 
of  the  Gold  Medal  Shows  at  Arkadelphia  and 
others. 

At  Hot  Springs  found  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam 
Solomon,  Bill  Solomon,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Max 
Goodman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Conklin, 
and  a  number  of  other  show  folk. 

*  *      * 

BIG  ELI  Owner  Frank  Burke  of  Phoenix, 
Arizona  informs  us  he  recently  enjoyed  a  fine 
visit  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  P.  Gifford,  of  Denver, 
Colorado.  The  Giffords  had  closed  the  season 
with  their  set  of  rides  and  with  their  living 
trailer  were  making  a  winter  vacation  trip 
to  California  and  other  western  locations. 


Briggs*  Old'Style  Track  Merry-Go-Rownd 

This  picture  was  sent  to  us  by  Mr.  Francis 
M.  Briggs  of  Lyndon,  Illinois  and  shows 
20th-century  Steam  Riding  Gallery  which 
operated  at  the  Clinton,  Iowa  Centennial  cele- 
bration in  September  of  this  year. 

We  quote  from  Mr.  Briggs'  letter:  "Of  the 
several  rides  in  operation  there,  this  one  topped 
them  all.  About  80 '^c  of  the  riders  were  adults 
and  one  old-timer  in  the  ride  business  told  me 
he  never  saw  anything  like  the  way  people  took 
to  this  old  style  machine.  I  come  from  an  old- 
time  merry-go-round  family.  My  grandfather 
owned  an  old-type  "buggy-seat"  swing  and 
two  of  my  brothers  owned  track-type  machines 
about  25  years  ago.  My  next  step  in  the  ride 
business  is  to  own  a  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel — 
because  other  rides  seem  to  come  and  go,  but 
the  Ferris  Wheel  and  Merry-Go-Round  are 
just  as  popular  now  as  they  were  25  and  30 
years  ago. 

*  *  * 
Mr.  Maurice  Skinner,  BIG  ELI  Owner  of 
Crystal  Lake,  Illinois  has  this  fine  statement  to 
make  regarding  his  No.  5  Wheel.  "I  would 
not  part  with  my  BIG  ELI  unless  I  had  another 
one  in  its  place.    It  always  gets  top  receipts." 

Mr.  Skinner's  experience  is  similar  to  that  of 
a  good  many  other  ride  men.  Their  Wheel  is 
considered  their  best  investment  and  nothing 
would  induce  them  to  part  with  it. 


FOR  BETTER  BUSINESS  IN  1936  .  .  . 

USE  BIG  ELI  PRODUCTS 

THEY  ARE  ALWAYS  DEPENDABLE 
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The  Frank  Burke  Shotvs  Move  Their  Equipment  With  These  Semi'Trailers.  The  tivo  in 

the  Center  are  Standard  24-Toot  BIG  ELI'S. 


The  photograph  reproduced  above  was  provided 
through  the  courtesy  of  BIG  ELI  Owner 
Frank  Burke  who  owns  and  operates  the  Frank 
Burke  Shows  in  southwestern  territory.  The 
two  units  in  the  center  are  24-foot  BIG  ELI 
Semi-Trailers  powered  by  Ford  V-8  tractors. 
Mr.  Burke  came  to  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  last 
December  and  gave  us  his  order  for  these  two 
semi-trailers. 

When  he  came  after  them  he  brought  one 
tractor  which  was  attached  to  one  of  the 
trailers.  The  other  trailer  was  partially  dis- 
sembled and  loaded  on  the  other,  along  with 
his  Chevrolet  sedan  and  other  equipment.  This 
formed  a  compact  load  that  went  through  to 
Phoenix,  Arizona  without  mishap. 

Mr.  Burke  purchased  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
from  us  several  years  ago  and  in  1934  we  sold 
him  a  Tilt-A-Whirl.  "Everyone  thinks  our 
trailers  are  fine,"  he  writes.  "We  think  so  too — 
and  we  sure  can  load  them." 

Mr.  Burke  expects  to  eventually  have  all 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  with  which  to  move 
his  equipment. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noble  C.  Fairly  were  callers  at 
the  BIG  ELI  Factory  on  November  15th. 
They  had  just  closed  with  Kennies  Brothers 
Shows  and  report  a  very  good  season  with 
their  No.  5  Wheel  and  7-car  Tilt-A-Whirl. 

*  *  * 
The  Weldie  J.  Swisher  Shows,  according  to  a 
report  from  Manager  Swisher,  have  closed  the 
season  and  are  now  in  winter  quarters  at 
Columbus,  Kansas.  One  of  the  principal  rides 
of  the  show  is  a  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 


President  Lee  A.  Sullivan  and  Mr.  Rimbey  of 
the  advertising  department  drove  to  Pekin, 
Illinois  on  Friday,  October  4th  and  visited 
with  a  number  of  Ride  Operators  playing  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Fall  Festival. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Hoffner  of  Peoria, 
Illinois  were  there  with  their  No.  5  Wheel  and 
Little  Beauty  Merry-Go-Round.  Anna  Jane 
Pearson  had  the  Tilt-A-Whirl,  Allan  Herschell 
Kiddie  Auto  Ride  and  Penny  Arcade.  Dick 
Miller,  of  Chicago,  had  the  Loop-0-Plane  and 
Johnny  Toffel,  of  Chicago,  had  another  No. 
5  Wheel. 

The  midway  stretched  for  four  blocks  along 
the  main  street  of  down-town  Pekin.  The  week 
as  a  whole  was  too  cool  for  good  business,  but 
everyone  is  satisfied  with  what  they  made, 
considering  conditions. 

*  *      * 

Our  old  friend  C.  E.  (Dad)  Wood,  who 
operated  his  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  throughout 
the  United  States  in  past  years  writes  us  regu- 
larly. He  is  located  at  the  Magnolia  Hotel, 
Maud,  Oklahoma  where  he  is  night  clerk  and 
states  that  he  is  connected  with  the  Boy 
Scouts  there  as  scoutmaster. 

*  *      * 

One  of  the  brand  new  attractions  to  appear  on 
the  Midway  of  Crowley's  United  Shows  for 
the  1936  season  is  a  BABY  ELI  Wheel  pur- 
chased by  Mrs.  Frances  Crowley.  Mrs.  Crow- 
ley bought  an  Allan-Herschell  Kiddie  Ride 
last  year  and  now  has  a  team  of  real  money- 
making  Kiddie  attractions. 


84 


Big  Eli  News 


November 


This  is  rather  a  neiv  "slant''  on  the  carnival,  an  aerial  vietv  of  the  Cetlin  &  Wilson 
Shoivs,  shotving  a  ivell'laid'Out  Midivay. 


nPHIS  fine  aerial  view  shows  the  Cetlin  & 

■*■  Wilson  Shows  located  on  the  fairgrounds  at 

Winchester,  Virginia  the  week  of  Sept.  16th. 

Note  the  Duplex  No.  5  Wheels  located  in  a 
prominent  place  on  the  Midway.  Other  rides 
include  the  Kiddie  Auto  Ride,  large  Merry- 
Go-Round,  Miniature  Automobiles,  Lindy- 
Loop,  Caterpillar,  Chair-0-Plane,  H.  E.  Mc- 
Naughton's  Tilt-A-Whirl,  and  the  Loop-0- 
Plane. 

This  aerial  view  gives  one  a  good  idea  of  how 
well  the  attractions  are  laid  out.  It  also  brings 
to  light  the  great  number  of  trucks  used  by  the 
show  and  many  living  trailers  are  in  evidence. 

Mr.  George  Hirschberg,  secretary  of  the 
show  informs  us  the  Twin  Wheels  are  one  of 
the  most  popular,  and,  incidentally  one  of  the 
most  profitable  ride  attractions  on  the  Midway. 

During  the  engagement  at  the  Greensboro, 
N.  C.  Fair  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
underprivileged  children  were  guests  of  the 
Show,  the  Elks  Club  and  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Equipment  is  now  stored  at  Greensboro, 
regular  winter-quarters. 


On  pages  62  and  63  of  the  Billboard  dated 
October  19th,  1935,  there  appears  a  very  in- 
formative article  by  Harry  A.  Illions,  Ride 
Owner  and  Operator  with  long  years  of  ex- 
perience in  the  business. 

In  this  article  Mr.  Illions  pays  a  very  high 
compliment  to  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  with  this 
statement: 

"In  mentioning  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  I 
honestly  believe  it  is  one  of  the  most  fool-proof 
and  most  complete  Riding  Devices  in  the 
world  today." 

Such  a  statement  by  a  man  like  Harry  Illions 
bears  much  weight.  Not  just  because  Mr. 
Illions  boosts  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  but  because 
of  the  many  truthful  statements  he  makes  in 
this  article  we  express  our  appreciation  to 
Mr.  Illions. 

His  article  is  written  in  interesting,  readable 
style  and  relates  some  experiences  that  are  of 
interest  to  every  Ride-Owner  and  Operator. 
If  you  have  not  read  Mr.  Illions  discussion  of 
"Riding  Devices  and  Accidents"  get  a  copy  of 
the  October  19th  issue  of  the  Billboard  and 
read  it.  We  are  sure  you  will  find  it  interesting. 
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ARTHUR  G.  WILBUR 
1871-1935 

Arthur  G.  Wilbur,  of  Adams,  Massachusetts, 
passed  away  in  that  city  November  20th,  1935, 
following  an  extended  illness.  He  was  stricken 
while  operating  his  Riding  Devices  at  Marlboro, 
Mass.,  early  in  June  1934.  For  a  time  he  was 
confined  to  the  Marlboro  Hospital  and  later 
removed  to  an  Adams  hospital  where  his  death 
occurred  as  above  stated. 

Mr.  Wilbur  entered  the  Riding  Device 
business  in  1921  when  he  bought  a  Spillman 
Carousselle.  In  1923  he  purchased  a  No.  5 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  and  later  a  7  Car  Tilt-a- Whirl. 
These  rides  were  operated  each  season  at 
Celebrations  in  New  England  territory.  In 
1928  he  became  interested  in  Norumbega  Park, 
Auburndale,  Mass.,  and  during  that  year 
bought  and  installed  a  No.  16  BIG  ELI  there. 

Naturally  of  a  friendly  nature,  Mr.  Wilbur 
made  many  friends  in  the  Amusement  business. 
He  was  honest,  industrious  and  optimistic. 
Many  times  during  his  last  illness  he  expressed 
a  desire  to  recover  and  return  to  his  rides  again. 

He  leaves  to  mourn  his  loss  one  daughter, 
Miss  Elva  Wilbur  of  Schenectady,  New  York, 
who  faithfully  managed  her  Father's  rides 
during  his  extended  illness.  Final  services  in 
memory  of  Arthur  Wilbur  were  held  at  Adams, 
November  21st  at  2:00  p.m. 

"Death  is  the  only  physician,  the  shadow  of 
his  valley  the  only  journeying  that  will  cure 
us  of  age  and  the  gathering  fatigue  of  years." 

— George  Eliot. 


RITA  LATLIP 

Rita  Latlip,  20,  eldest  daughter  of  Captain  and 
Mrs.  David  L.  Latlip  of  the  Latlip  Family 
Attractions  was  instantly  killed  on  the  evening 
of  November  8th  when  the  car  in  which  she  was 
riding  crashed  head-on  with  a  truck  near 
Ironton,  Ohio.  Miss  Sophia  Filosky,  18, 
Charleston  was  critically  injured  and  Virginia 
Latlip,  17,  received  slight  injuries.  The  girls 
formed  an  acrobatic  dance  team  and  were 
filling  engagements  at  Ironton  and  at  Chesa- 
peake. 

Miss  Rita  was  born  at  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
Sept.  16th,  1915,  and  started  her  career  in  the 
show  business  at  the  age  of  four.  She  has  been 
the  leader  and  manager  of  the  Latlip  Family 
Acrobatic  and  Aerial  Acts  and  was  respected 
for  her  business  ability  and  judgment. 

Life  is  filled  with  experiences  following  one 
upon  the  other.  Not  many  months  ago  Captain 
and  Mrs.  Latlip  had  the  pleasure  of  heralding 
the  arrival  of  their  first  son;  then,  very  soon 
after  comes  the  loss  of  their  eldest  daughter. 

The  entire  personnel  of  Eli  Bridge  Company 
extends  deepest  sympathy  to  the  family  of 
Captain  Latlip  in  their  hour  of  bereavement. 


To  our  "NEWS  Readers: 

If  you  find  a  little  pink  card  tucked  in  when  you  come  to  this 
page,  it  is  just  a  reminder  that  subscription  renewal  time  is  here. 
Just  write  in  your  name  and  address,  put  on  a  Ic  stamp  and  drop 
the  card  in  a  mail  box.  It  is  already  addressed,  and  when  it  gets 
back  here  we  will  know  you  are  interested  in  BIG  ELI  NEWS 
and  want  to  receive  it  again  another  year. 

Of  course,  if  you  find  no  card,  it  means  your  subscription  has 
not  expired  and  the  "NEWS"  will  continue  to  come  to  you 
regularly. 

THE  EDITOR 
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\lidtvay  of  the  Reid  &  Dumas  Happyland  Shows,  an  amusement  organization  thai  has 

just  ended  a  successful  season 


Notice  this  fine  view  of  the  Happyland 
Shows  in  action.  It  is  an  interesting  picture  and 
shows  an  amusement  organization  that  has 
made  rapid  progress  forward  during  past 
seasons. 

Notice  the  7-car  Tilt-a-Whirl  just  beyond 
the  Chair-o-Plane ;  one  of  the  most  profitable 
rides  of  the  Happyland  Midway  and  one  that 
has  shown  a  fine  net  profit  during  past  operating 
seasons.  One  reason  is  because  it  is  operated 
with  an  ELI  POWER  Unit,  which  makes  one 
sure  he  can  get  all  the  profits  to  be  had  on  the 
hard  rush  days  no  matter  how  fast  and  furious 
the  crowds  come. 

The  Duplex  No.  5  Wheels  down  at  the  other 
end  of  the  Midway  are  real  profit  payers,  too. 
In  1934  they  had  a  very  satisfactory  business, 
but  1935  figures  show  a  25%  increase  over  last 
year, 

"This,   I  think,   is  a  very  good  showing," 
John  F.  Reid  advises  us,  "When  you  consider 
that  for  the  greater  part  of  the  season  we  carried 
three  more  rides  than  last  year." 
*      *      * 

While  discussing  increased  business  on 
Duplex  Wheels,  how  does  this  read? 

In  1934,  Duplex  No.  5's  on  a  well  known 
Carnival  organization  operated  in  the  middle 
west  grossed  a  total  of  $4,675.00  in  24  weeks. 
Playing  practically  the  same  territory  in  1935 
these  wheels  grossed  $7,941.00  in  27  weeks. 
Figured    on    the    weekly    average    basis    this 


means   1935  business  was   $111.00   per  week 
better  than  last  year. 

Yes,  the  carnival  manager  is  well  pleased 
with  the  1935  season.  Incidentally,  the  Tilt- 
a-Whirl  on  the  same  show  shows  an  increase 
of  $90.50  per  week  over  last  year. 

*  *      * 

Bill  H.  Hames  Shows  have  closed  the  1935 
season,  and  figures  show  their  Duplex  No.  5 
Wheels  grossed  about  $70.00  per  week  more 
in  1935  than  last  season.  These  facts,  along 
with  increases  reported  by  other  Ride  Men, 
show  that  the  Ride  Business  is  showing  a 
nice  improvement  over  past  seasons. 

*  *      * 

Here's  another  good  report  from  a  No.  5 
Wheel  operated  in  Central  Illinois.  During 
19  weeks  of  operation  in  1934  it  grossed  $2,746. 
In  1935  it  operated  16  weeks  and  grossed 
$3,089.  A  nice  increase  of  which  the  wheel 
owner  is  proud.      *      *      * 

Mel  H.  Vaught's  State  Fair  Shows  closed 
the  season  the  second  week  in  November  at 
Tucson,  Arizona,  and  have  stored  there  for 
the  winter.  A  new  attraction  which  helped 
make  the  1935  season  better  for  Mr.  Vaught 
was  a  7  Car  Tilt-a-Whirl  purchased  this  year. 

*  *      * 

Operator  H.  A.  Ferguson  is  now  operating 
the  No.  5  with  Small  &  Bullock  Shows;  after 
closing  on  the  J.  P.  Bolt  No.  5  with  B.  &  B. 
Shows. 
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DUPLEX  BIG  ELI  WHEELS 


When  Charles  Miller, 
of  Chicago,  plays  a 
big  celebration  or 
special  event  he  brings 
these  two  No.  5 
Wheels  together  and 
operates  them  as  a 
Duplex  Unit.  They 
have  always  proved 
profitable  when  oper- 
ating in  combination. 
The  two  wheels  create 
an  outstanding,  flashy 
attraction  which 
any  Ride-Man  should 
be  glad  to  offer  to  his 
patrons. 

*  *      * 

T.  J.  Tidwell  added 
another  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  to  his  old  one 
and  operated  them  in 
Duplex  this  season.  "I 
am  sure,"  he  states, 
"that  the  twin  Wheel 
idea  is  'the  thing."  I 
find  the  crowds  take 
to  the  two  Wheels 
really  more  than  one." 

*  *     * 


Last  year  two  Wheels  operated  on  the  Midway  of  a  well  known  Amusement  Company  grossed, 
in  24  weeks'  operation  a  total  of  $4,675.  These  Wheels  are  not  operated  as  a  Duplex  Unit, 
but  were  placed  at  various  parts  of  the  Midway,  and  only  once  during  the  season  were  they 
operated  side  by  side.  These  same  two  Wheels,  on  the  same  midway,  were  operated  throughout 
the  entire  season  of  1935,  side  by  side,  as  a  Duplex  Unit.  During  the  1935  season,  in  26  weeks 
they  grossed  $7,941,  or  $3,266  more  during  the  past  season. 

This  shows  two  Wheels  will  get  more  money  operated  as  a  Duplex  Unit  than  they  will  when 
operated  at  separate  locations  on  the  Midway. 

DUPLEX  WHEELS  ARE  A  PROVED  PROFITABLE  ATTRACTION.     WHY  NOT  PLAN 
FOR  A  DUPLEX  ON  YOUR  MIDWAY  IN  1936. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Builders  of  Dependable  Products 

JACKSONVILLE  .  -         -  -         ILLINOIS 
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A  bi-monthly  magazine  for  the  benefit  of  those 
interested  in  the  riding  device  business.  For 
ten  years ,  this  magazine  was  called  The 
OPTIMIST.  Now  there  is  nothing  new  but 
the  name.  BIG  ELI  is  our  registered  trade 
mark,  hence,  BIG  ELI  NEWS  is  protected 
by  the  use  of  the  words  BIG  ELI.  The 
magazine,  supporting  clean  amusements,  pub- 
lished in  the  interest  of  ELI  BRIDGE 
COMPANY,  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  U.  S.  A. 
Builders   of  the   Famous   BIG   ELI    Wheel. 

LEE    A.   SULLIVAN President 

J.  L.  SULLIVAN Vice  President 

L.  L.  SULLIVAN Secretary-Treasurer 

BEN.  0.  ROODHOUSE Sales  Manager 


EDITORIAL 

DURING  the  past  few  weeks  we  have  receiv- 
ed many  inquiries  for  BIG  ELI  Products. 
With  the  outdoor  amusement  business  so  nearly 
closed  for  this  year,  to  have  so  many  interested 
in  equipment  for  next  year  is  rather  unusual. 
It  shows  a  forward  looking,  planning  ahead, 
attitude  and  a  healthy  sign  for  continued 
business  improvement. 

The  majority  of  Wheel  inquiries  received 
mention  their  interest  in  a  used  BIG  ELI.  Such 
is  naturally  to  be  expected  following  a  long 
period  of  money  shortage,  and  we  do  not  blame 
those  inquiring  for  considering  GOOD  used 
equipment. 

It  has  been  necessary  for  us  to  report  to  them 
that  we  have  no  used,  medium  sized  BIG  ELI 
Wheels.  At  this  writing  the  only  used  Wheel  in 
our  Factory  for  sale  is  a  No.  16  park  size  BIG 
ELI.  It  has  been  completely  factory  rebuilt, 
guaranteed  in  first  class  condition,  but  the 
average  portable  ride  owner  has  no  place  for 
such  a  big  Wheel  with  his  amusement  equip- 
ment. 

We  have  suggested  to  prospective  buyers 
that  GOOD  USED  BIG  ELI  WHEELS  ARE 
SCARCE.  By  GOOD  used  Wheels,  we  mean 
those  in  proper  mechanical  condition,  fully 
equipped  and  ready  for  a  reasonable  period  of 
service  without  extensive  repairs.    During  the 


past  two  years  we  have  examined  several 
Wheels  that  were  offered  for  sale  in  different 
parts  of  the  country.  Most  of  these  are  old 
models  from  15  to  20  years  of  age.  They  had 
been  badly  abused  and  neglected.  The  steel 
work  showed  hammer  marks  and  was  badly 
battered.  The  spokes  were  worn  in  the  holes 
at  both  ends,  many  of  them  were  badly  bent, 
some  broken.  The  steel  rims  were  bent.  Pin 
holes  and  flanges  of  the  hubs  were  badly  worn 
and  when  erected  these  Wheels  could  not  be 
held  true  and  rigid  with  the  brace  cables. 

The  seats  were  in  bad  condition,  having  been 
operated  many  months  without  seat  cover 
protection  and  as  a  result  wood  parts  lacked 
paint  and  in  some  cases,  were  badly  rotted. 
The  upholstering  was  torn  and  badly  weather 
worn.  When  such  conditions  are  noticeable, 
lighting  equipment  and  engines  are  also  usually 
in  neglected  condition,  the  erecting  equipment, 
crates,  and  boxes  bad,  and  tool  equipment 
missing.  Wheels  in  the  condition  as  just 
mentioned  are  a  detriment  to  the  owner  and  a 
hazard  to  the  amusement  going  public. 

The  safest  way  to  buy  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  is 
to  insist  on  a  factory  reconditioned  outfit  or  if 
that  is  not  available,  to  buy  a  new  one.  DO 
NOT  BUY  USED  EQUIPMENT  WITHOUT 
A  CAREFUL  EXAMINATION  BY  SOME 
ONE    WHO   UNDERSTANDS   A   WHEEL. 

Our  suggestion  to  many  prospective  Wheel 
purchasers  who  have  in  mind  a  certain  used 
ride  is  to  get  some  information  on  its  history, 
previous  ownership  and  if  possible  secure  the 
serial  number  of  the  ride,  then  write  us.  If  our 
files  contain  it,  we  will  tell  you  the  history  of 
the  Wheel  and  check  the  serial  number;  give 
you  the  year  model,  and  report  how  many 
owners  our  records  show  have  used  the  ride. 

We  have  no  quarrel  with  any  owner  of  a 
GOOD  BIG  ELI  WHEEL  for  sale.  The  fore- 
going suggestions  will  in  no  way  injure  that 
owner,  but  we  do  say  from  years  of  experience 
that  good  used  BIG  ELI  Wheels  offered  for 
sale  are  scarce. 

A  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  properly  cared  for  will 
last  many,  many  years,  but  as  already  told, 
some  of  the  rides  are  badly  neglected  and  a 
Wheel  like  any  other  mechanical  device,  if 
neglected  long  enough  can  be  ruined  for  active, 
profitable  service.  So  don't  buy  just  because  the 
owner  says  it's  a  "BIG  ELI"  Wheel.  Investi- 
gate thoroughly  and  be  sure  you  are  getting 
full  value  received  for  your  money.  It  is  only 
good  business  that  you  do  this. 


Reason's  ©rcttings 


W 


S  the  end  of  the  year  approaches,  how  good  it  is  that  it 
brings  a  time  wherein  to  lay  aside  the  cares  of  business. 
The  Christmas  time,  when  we  think  of  the  better  things 
in  Ufe — a  time  that  brings  a  greater  understanding  of 
the  truth  that  no  man  lives  unto  himself  alone.  As  we  realize 
how  much  our  own  success  is  dependent  upon  others  we  are 
moved  to  express  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  readers  of  BIG  ELI 
NEWS  for  the  part  you  have  taken  in  making  this  magazine  a 
success.  The  copy  you  have  just  received  completes  the  twentieth 
year  of  its  existence — an  accomplishment  which  would  not  have 
been  possible  without  the  cooperation  and  good  will  you  have 
shown  toward  us.  We  feel  that  this  little  magazine  has  made  some 
worth-while  contributions  to  the  Amusement  Riding-Device 
industry  during  the  past  twenty  years.  Yet,  we  fully  realize  this, 
too,  would  have  been  quite  impossible  if  you  had  not  been  friendly 
to  us  and  had  not  placed  confidence  in  us. 

We  express  our  sincere  thanks  for  the  kindly  interest  you  have 
taken.  For  your  fine  co-operation,  your  letters,  the  pictures  you 
have  sent  to  us  and  for  the  many  other  little  acts  of  courtesy  we 
are  truly  grateful. 

As  we  approach  the  end  of  the  trail  for  1935  we  hope  that  the 
past  year  has  been  good  to  you.  We  pray  that  it  has  brought  to 
you,  among  many  other  fine  things,  the  rich  blessings  of  true 
friendships:  friendships  to  be  carried  into  the  coming  year  to 
tinge  it  with  the  pure  joy  of  living  and  to  fill  your  life  to  overflow- 
ing  with   Happiness,    Good   Health    and   Abundant   Prosperity. 

As  to  ourselves,  we  shall  find  no  greater  blessing  than  just  to 
enjoy  during  the  coming  year  a  continuation  of  the  friendly, 
helpful  cooperation  you  have  so  gratefully  bestowed  upon  us 
in  the  past. 

With  sincere  appreciation, 

The  EDITOR. 
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BIG  ELI  TALKS 


Charles 
H.offman^s 

No.  16 

BIG  ELI 

Wheel,  a 

popular  high 

ride  at 

State  Fair 

Park, 

Mihvaiikee, 

Wisconsin 


ipvURING  the  past  several  weeks  we  have 
^-^  been  checking  riding  device  reports  sent  to 
us  this  season,  comparing  them  with  the  same 
period  of  a  year  ago,  and  the  results  have  been 
very  interesting. 

Both  for  portable  and  park  Wheels  with  very 
few  exceptions,  1935  totals  show  marked  in- 
creases over  1934. 

A  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel  in  an  Eastern  Park 
during  sixteen  weeks  of  operation  shows  an 
increase  over  last  year.  Not  such  a  big  in- 
crease, but  improvement  in  general  conditions 
are  reflected  in  the  gross  receipts  of  this  BIG 
ELI  Wheel. 

Another  No.  16  in  a  southern  State  shows 
30.6%  improvement  in  gross  receipts  over  1934. 
The  Wheel  was  operated  23  weeks  of  each 
season.  There  were  no  real  big  weeks  in  the 
total,  but  despite  the  fact  the  early  portion  of 
the  season   brought  much  bad   weather,   the 


average  per  week  and  the  total  on  the  season 
was  very  gratifying. 

Only  one  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel  upon 
which  we  had  receipts  reported  during  the  1935 
season  shows  a  slump  below  1934.  This  was  in 
an  eastern  park  where  a  bad  flood  occurred  at 
a  most  disastrous  period  of  the  season.  The 
Wheel  was  out  of  service  from  July  30  con- 
tinuously for  more  than  a  week.  Had  this  not 
occurred  we  are  quite  sure  this  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  would  have  kept  up  with  others  by 
showing  an  increase  this  year  over  the  reports 
of  last  year. 

One  No.  16  BIG  ELI  W^heel  had  an  opening 
week  of  $309.82,  the  season  started  off  splendid- 
ly and,  no  doubt,  would  have  increased  with 
favorable  weather. 

The  Duplex  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheels  that 
were  located  at  A  Century  of  Progress  in  1934 
became  portable  attractions  on  the  Beckmann 
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&  Gerety  Shows  for  the  Fairs.  Some  informa- 
tion on  these,  with  a  picture  of  the  Wheels  at 
the  Illinois  State  Fair  appeared  in  BIG  ELI 
NEWS  for  September-October.  Indications 
are  that  these  Wheels  will  again  be  permanently- 
located  in  a  favoratle  psrt  of  the  country  for 
some  real  receipts  in  1936. 

The  first  permanent  amusement  park  to 
have  Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels  was  Riverview 
in  Chicago,  where  double  No.  12  Wheels  were 
located  this  year.  Mr.  Elmer  D.  Robinson 
phced  these  Wheels  and  while  during  the  early 
portion  of  the  season  much  bad  weather  was 
noticeable,  these  rides  showed  some  real  results. 
This  is  no  doubt  the  beginning  of  a  number  of 
the  larger  parks  installing  Duplex  Wheels  in 
the  future. 

Amusement  business  throughout  the  country 
hfs  showed  steady  improvement  during  this 
year.  Just  a  glance  at  our  comparative  list  of 
reports  proves  that.  It  is  quite  natural  that 
portable  amusements  should  show  more  rapid 
improvement  than  Parks,  because  of  their 
fixed  locations,  making  Parks  dependent  on 
just  one  attendance  drawing  district.  With 
continued  general  pick-up  in  business.  Park 
attendance  throughout  the  country  will  show 
marked  increase  for  1936.  Whether  your  Park 
shall  share  this  increased  patronage  depends 
largely  on  you.  If  you  offer  people  added 
attractions,  picnic  co-operation  and  special 
features  you  will  secure  their  attention  and 
attendance.  There  is  no  place  during  these 
improving  times  for  dilapidated  run-down 
locations,  buildings,  rides.  Will  you  be  ready 
for  1936? 


THE  WHEEL  pictured  here  is  Chas.  A. 
Hoffmann's  No.  16  BIG  ELI  at  State 
Fair  Park,  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  Mr.  Hoff- 
mann installed  this  Wheel  at  the  Park  in  1924 
and  it  has  been  a  continuous  money-getter 
during  the  twelve  seasons  of  operation  there. 
He  has  made  frequent  changes  of  entrances, 
lighting  effects,  etc.  His  equipment  is  con- 
stantly being  revised  to  always  keep  it  up-to- 
date.  Mr.  Hoffmann  states  this  picture  was 
taken  at  a  Children's  Day  celebration  and  the 
popularity  of  the  Wheel  can  plainly  be  seen 
by  the  line-up  of  passengers  waiting  to  ride. 

If  you  would  add  flash,  more  lights  and 
m.oney-getting  ability  to  your  Park,  consider 
a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  or  Duplex  BIG  ELIS. 
Reasonable  ground  space  required  for  a  majestic 
appearing,  safe  ride  which  will  draw  patrons  on 
special  picnic  days  and  other  big  days  at  the 
park. 

Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels  are  making  good 
elsewhere,  they  were  a  real  attraction  at  A 
Century  of  Progress  and  Riverview  Park, 
Chicago,  so  they  should  be  money-getters  in 
your  Park. 

Ask  us  about  them,  secure  full  information, 
then  pick  your  logical  location  for  BIG  ELI 
Wheels. 

For  thirty-five  years  we  have  been  builders 
of  the  safe,  money-getting  BIG  ELI. 

BEN  0.  ROODHOUSE 
Sales  Manager 


FIRST    COST  -^^  experienced   Ride-Man  does  not 

select  his  power  equipment  on  the 
pp.  lARIl  ITV7  basis  of  first  cost.  Long  life  and 
■^^^'^'"^'  ■  '  '         dependable  service  are  the  important 

factors. 

These  qualities  are  built  into  every 
ELI  POWER  UNIT.  For  more  than 
fifteen  years  it  has  been  accepted  as 
the  "Standard"  power  for  portable 
rides.  Sturdy,  fool-proof  construction 
insures  you  a  dependable  flow  of  power 
during  the  hardest  rush  of  the  big 
days.  No  other  engine  operates  for 
so  little,  or  gives  you  finer  service  for 
less  cost  for  so  long  a  time. 

The  ELI  POWER  UNIT  has  more  than  paid  back  its  first  cost  to  every  ride-owner.  Let 
us  show  you  how  it  will  save  money  for  you. 
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STURDY,  RELIABLE,  ECONOMICAL  TRANSPORTATION 


A  20'foot  drop'frame  elephant  trailer  for  Rice  Brothers  Circus. 


nPHE  reputation  of  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers 
■*■  for  continuous  heavy-duty  service  has  been 
mostly  built  up  by  our  standard  outfits.  But 
we  have  also  built  some  special  Trailers  of 
which  we  are  very  proud.  The  appearance  of 
these  Trailers  as  well  as  their  serviceable  con- 
struction largely  speaks  for  itself. 

In  these  two  pictures  we  show  you  two  special 
Trailers  recently  built  for  Rice  Bros.  Circus 
with  practically  a  duplicate  of  one  of  these 
Trailers  shown  on  the  "News  From  the  Factory" 
page  of  this  issue.  The  20  ft.  Trailers  (built  for 
transporting  three  elephants  each)  are  heavy 
13-inch  drop  frames  using  heavy  steel  riveted 
construction,  15-leaf  springs,  4-inch  Timken 
Tubular  Axles,  Budd  Steel  Wheels  and  High 
Pressure  Tires.  Bendix  Brakes  are  operated 
by  two-line  vacuum  air  controls.  The  bodies 
are  20  ft.  long,  7  ft.  6  inches  wide,  with  solid 
steel  rounded  front  end,  boxed  solid  30  inches 
above  the  floor  line  and  then  slatted  to  the 
top.  The  20  ft.  Trailer  shown  with  this  article 
has  a  let-down  side  door  which  is  used  for  a 
loading  ramp.  Finished  in  circus  red  the  Trailer 
has  a  fine  appearance  for  show  purposes. 


The  second  Trailer  shown  on  these  pages  is 
a  24  ft.  horse  and  pony  Trailer  of  similar 
construction  to  the  elephant  Trailer.  This 
outfit  has  the  same  frame  construction,  springs, 
axle,  and  tire  equipment,  but  has  loading  door 
on  each  side.  It  was  constructed  for  transport- 
ing High  School  Horses  and  Trained  Ponies. 

The  Trailer  shown  on  page  95  left  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory  on  October  20  to  join  Rice  Bros. 
Circus.  These  other  two  Trailers  are  ready  for 
use  at  the  early  beginning  of  this  Circus  in  the 
1936  Season.  Ray  Marsh  Brydon  owns  another 
standard  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  of  24  ft. 
length  purchased  from  us  in  1934,  so  he  knows 
the  ability  of  BIG  ELI  Trailers  to  give  satis- 
factory transportation  service  and  thus  came 
to  us  for  more  equipment  this  year. 

Russell  Bros.  Circus  also  transports  much 
of  their  equipment  with  BIG  ELI  Trailers. 
Special  outfits  built  for  them  include  heavy 
duty  elephant  Trailer,  drop  frame  Kitchen 
Trailer  and  a  similar  equipment  side  show  out- 
fit. Other  Trailers  are  24  ft.  standard  outfits 
used  by  the  Russell  Bros.  Circus.  Late  in 
1934   we   completed   a   24   ft.   specially   built 
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A  24'foot  drop'frame  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  for  hauling  horses  and  ponies  of  Rice  Bros.  Circus. 


Elephant   Trailer   for   Mr.   Bud   Anderson   of 
Seal  Bros.  Circus. 

Other  BIG  ELI  Trailer  purchasers  for  this 
year  include  the  following:  Dee  Lang  Shows, 
4  outfits.  They  now  own  10  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailers.  Sol's  Liberty  Shows,  3  standard 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers.  They  now  own  10  of 
these  outfits.  W.  M.  Tucker  of  Central  States 
Shows,  2,24  ft.  Trailers.  He  now  owns  3  BIG 
ELI  Semi-Trailer  transportation  units.  P.  W. 
Witt  of  Rupert,  Idaho,  4,20  ft.  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailers.  Frank  Burke,  Frank  Burke  Shows, 
Phoenix,  Arizona,  2,  24  ft.  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailers.  M.  J.  Doolan,  Chicago,  Illinois,  2 
24  ft.  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers. 

There  are  other  owners  of  single  1935  Trailer 
outfits  whose  names  space  does  not  permit  us 
to  include,  but  their  business  is  appreciated 
here,  none  the  less. 

We  entered  the  business  of  manufacturing 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  early  in  the  fall  of 
1931,  completed  exhaustive  tests  and  ex- 
periments and  in  the  spring  of  1932  we  placed 
these  Trailers  on  the  market.  Our  business  has 
steadily  increased  since  that  time  and  1935 
was  the  biggest  manufacturing  year  for  these 
Trailer  outfits.  This  proves  to  us  that  BIG  ELI 
Semi-Trailers  have  made  good  with  their  owners 


or  these  owners  would  not  have  returned  for 
more  Trailers. 

We  have  always  prided  ourselves  in  the  large 
number  of  repeat  orders  coming  from  present 
owners  of  BIG  ELI  Products.  These  Trailer 
outfits  are  no  exception  and  the  experience 
unquestionably  proves  the  reliable  service 
secured  from  these  Trailers. 

If  you  are  planning  motorized  transportation 
for  1936  or  of  increasing  your  present  motor 
equipment  by  adding  Semi-Trailer  outfits,  let 
us  tell  you  about  BIG  ELI  Trailers.  Whether 
you  want  standard  or  specially  built  Trailers 
we  can  supply  you.  Standard  lengths  are  20 
and  24  ft.  long  and  experience  has  proved 
these  sizes  to  be  most  practical  for  transporting 
amusement  equipment. 

BIG  ELI  Trailers  transport  all  manner  of 
Amusement  equipment  from  concession  stock 
and  supplies  to  riding  devices  for  carnivals, 
ponies,  horses,  camels  and  elephants  for 
circuses. 

Tell  us  what  you  desire  to  transport,  stating 
your  ideas  of  Trailer  requirements  and  we  will 
be  glad  to  advise  with  you,  quoting  prices, 
delivery  dates  and  terms. 

Our  thanks  to  users  of  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers 
in  1935,  we  look  forward  to  an  even  bigger 
year  of  Trailer  manufacturing  in  1936. 
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THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 


CARE  OF  THE  DRIVE-SHEAVE 

■p  ECENTLY  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  came  into 
-^^  our  factory  for  overhauling  and  among 
other  things  found  in  bad  shape  was  the  drive- 
sheave.  Our  men  took  out  two  layers  of  rope, 
when  cleaning  it  up,  an  outer  layer  being  fasten- 
ed to  the  regular  layer  by  a  number  of  long 
nails. 

It  seems  like  a  number  of  Operators  believe 
that  the  sheave-wheel  should  carry  two  layers 
of  rope.  Just  how  they  have  arrived  at  this 
conclusion  is  a  mystery  to  us.  Some  other 
operator  has  probably  taught  them  this,  but 
it  is  a  very  mistaken  impression  that  two  layers 
of  rope  are  used  in  the  sheave-wheel. 

The  sheave-wheel  groove  is  designed  to  hold 
in  place  the  one  layer  of  rope  necessary  for 
good  operation.  If  the  Wheel  towers  are 
plumb  and  the  spokes  trued  accurately  the 
drive-cable  will  track  on  the  rope  of  the  sheave. 
If  the  cable  rubs  on  one  side  or  the  other  of  the 
drive-sheave,  do  not  try  to  remedy  it  by  putting 
in  another  layer  of  rope.  Look  for  the  real 
cause,  and  true  up  the  wheel  until  the  cable 
does  track  correctly. 

When  a  new  drive-sheave  packing  is  needed 
do  not  forget  that  there  is  a  right  and  wrong 
way  to  put  it  in.  You  must  first  clean  out  the 
old  rope  and  remove  all  particles  of  tar  from 
the  groove. 

Get  13  feet  and  2  inches  of  J^-inch  three- 
strand  standard  manila  rope,  get  a  good 
heavy  hammer  and  find  a  block  of  hard  wood 
that  fits  the  lower  part  of  the  sheave  groove 
without  binding. 

Double  the  rope  in  the  center,  then,  starting 
about  three  inches  from  the  loop  pound  in  the 
two  ropes,  side  by  side  entirely  around  the 
sheave  wheel;  and  be  sure  you  drive  straight 
toward  the  center.  When  you  come  to  the  two 
loose  ends  of  the  rope,  bend  down  the  loop  end 
tight,  and  cut  off  the  two  ends  about  a  half- 
inch  short  of  the  end  of  the  loop.  First  pound 
in  the  ends,  then  pound  down  the  loop  so  that 
it  leaves  no  hump. 

Good  service  from  a  drive-cable  cannot  be 
possible  when  a  second  layer  of  rope  is  used 
over  the  first  layer.  The  sheave  groove  is  not 
designed  to  hold  in  a  second  layer,  and  the 
only  way  to  hold  it  in  is  with  nails.  These 
nails,  biting  into  the  strands  of  the  cable  at 
every  revolution  soon  chew  it  to  pieces  and  a 
perfectly  good  drive-cable  can  be  ruined  in  a 
mighty  short  time  in  just  this  way. 


The  rope  packing  of  the  drivc'sheave  is  driven 
Care  should  be  taken  to  leave  no  hump 


m 


were  the  ends  of  the  rope  meet. 

In  Harry  A.  Illions  article  "Riding  Devices 
and  Accidents"  recently  printed  in  the  Bill- 
hoard  he  mentioned  several  efficient  riding- 
device  operators.  Among  them  was  our  friend 
Frank  Bittle,  who  has  had  years  of  experience 
managing  and  operating  BIG  ELI  Wheels. 
Illions  says  this  about  Frank:  "Frank  Bittle, 
is  the  greatest  ELI  Bridge  Wheel  man  in 
the  business."  Frank  had  charge  of  the  No. 
16  BIG  ELI  Wheels  on  the  Midway  of  the 
Beckmann  &  Gerety  Shows  beginning  at  the 
Illinois  State  Fair  in  August.  He  is  among 
the  top-notchers  as  an  efficient  BIG  ELI 
Operator. 


OPERATORS:  Give  us  your  winter 
address  so  we  can  send  BIG  ELI  NEWS 
to  you  regularly  this  winter. 


December 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 


Hauling  elephants  is  a  big  assignment,  but  this  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  can  "take  it" 


A  BOVE  you  see  one  of  the  latest  Semi- 
•^*-  Trailers  to  leave  our  shop.  It  is  a  special 
drop-frame  job  built  for  Ray  Marsh  Brydon 
and  is  used  to  haul  part  of  the  elephants  of 
Rice  Brothers  Circus.  The  outfit  as  shown  here 
left  our  factory  October  20th. 

The  tractor  is  a  standard  Chevrolet,  equipped 
with  B-K  brake  controls  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory.  Both  it  and  the  trailer  are  painted 
red. 

Other  features  of  construction  include:  body 
dimensions;  7  feet  6  inches  wide,  8  feet  in 
height  and  20  feet  long  and  has  rounded  front 
end  of  sheet  steel;  boxed  solid  to  a  height  of 
30  inches  above  line  of  lower  floor  and  slatted 
to  the  top. 

The  axle  is  a  Timken  4-inch  tubular,  under- 
slung  using  15-leaf  Tuthill  silico-manganese 
springs.  Dual  10-ply  Firestone  tires,  34-7 
high  pressure  are  mounted  on  Budd  heavy 
duty  wheels.  Brakes  are  Bendix  with  2-line 
control  to  B-K  air-vacuum  unit. 

On  page  92  we  show  another  elephant  trailer 
similar  to  this  one  also  built  for  Rice  Brothers 
Circus  and  on  page  93  is  a  special  24-foot  drop 
frame  job  for  use  in  hauling  the  ponies  and 
horses  of  Rice  Brothers  Circus. 

*  *  * 
That  veteran  of  the  Midways,  W.  K.  (Billy) 
Davison  popped  up  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
on  October  16th.  Bill  had  just  closed  with 
Sol's  Liberty  Shows  and  was  much  asmile  over 
the  fine  season  he  had  with  Sol.  He  states  the 
No.  5  Wheel  and  Kiddie  Rides  enjoyed  a  real 
increase  in  business  over  last  year. 


On  the  same  day  arrived  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H. 
McClellan,  also  from  Sol's  Liberty  Shows, 
at  Carruthersville,  Missouri.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McClellan  report  a  very  successful  season 
with  their  cook-house,  which,  by  the  way,  is  a 
completely  modern  equipped  unit  built  on  a 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  chassis. 

*  *      * 

President  and  General  Manager  Lee  A, 
Sullivan  returned  on  October  30th  from  a  9-day 
business  trip  through  Missouri,  Arkansas, 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi.  It  rained  every  day 
of  the  trip  and  as  a  result  the  carnivals  and 
circuses  visited  along  the  route  were  having 
poor  business. 

*  *      * 

BIG  ELI  Owner  Abe  Margulis  dropped  into 
the  factory  on  his  way  from  Wisconsin  to  his 
home  in  St.  Louis.  He  operated  his  No.  12 
Wheel  and  miniature  Autos  at  High  Cliff  Park, 
Kaukauna,  Wisconsin,  and  then  played  several 
profitable  celebrations  in  near-by  territory 
before  closing  the  season.  His  No.  12  Wheel 
shows  a  nice  increase  in  business  over  the 
1934  season. 

*  *      * 

Jolly  good  wishes  to  Ray  Marsh  Brydon  for  the 
five  pounds  of  Georgia  Paper  Shell  Pecans. 
They  were  fine,  and  thanks  a  lot,  Ray.  Also 
to  Sam  Solomon  for  the  ten  pounds  of  fresh 
Wisconsin  Swiss  Cheese.  Everyone  at  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory  got  a  part  of  it.  Thanks,  too  to 
R.  H.  (Bob)  Work  for  the  30  pounds  of  paper- 
shell  pecans  that  arrived  just  before  Thanks- 
giving day.   They  were  fine  and  appreciated 
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DEPENDABLE  TRANSPORTATION 


The  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  is  designed  to  carry  65%  of  the  load  on  Trailer 
axle.  35%  is  carried  by  the  Tractor.  This  means  less  strain  on  the  Power 
equipment  and  longer  life. 


Every  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  is  built 
to  handle  the  work  it  must  do.  The 
view  to  the  right  shows  details  of 
axle  structure.  The  units  assembled 
here  are  of  the  highest  quality  and 
most  reliable  for  continuous  heavy- 
duty  service. 


Structural  features:  Timken  4  inch  Tubular  Axle,  Budd  Wheels,  Firestone 
Tires,   B-K  Vacuum-Air  Brakes,   Tuthill  Springs  and   Structural  Steel 
hot  riveted  frame  work. 
Reasonable  terms  are  offered  to  those  who  furnish  satisfactory  references. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

BUILDERS 
JACKSONVILLE ILLINOIS 
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Visitors  to  the  Texas  Centennial  Celebration  at  Dallas 
will  ride  these  two  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 


OUR  FRONT  COVER 

A  LL  who  visited  Chicago's  Century  of 
■^*-  Progress  during  the  second  year  of  its 
operation  will  remember  the  two  No.  16  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  pictured  on  the  front  cover  of  this 
issue  of  the  "NEWS." 

In  1933  "the  powers  that  be"  of  the  Exposi- 
tion frowned  upon  such  a  ride  as  the  wheel, 
thinking  it  too  old-fashioned  to  appeal  to  the 
crowds  of  supposedly  ultra-modernists  that 
were  expected  to  visit  the  Exposition.  But  it 
turned  out  that  the  visitors  were  pretty  much 
plain  human  beings  after  all  and  when  the 
exposition  opened  in  1934  two  No.  16  Wheels 
were  on  the  pike  and  thousands  of  visitors  paid 
to  ride  them.  To  that  far-sighted  veteran  ride 
operator,  Harry  A.  Illion  goes  the  credit  for 
installing  these  two  wheels  at  Chicago. 

Now  the  broad  state  of  Texas  is  preparing  to 
celebrate  the  100th  anniversary  of  its  founding 
with  an  elaborate  exposition  with  the  city  of 
Dallas  as  the  scene  of  activities.  The  site  of  the 
Exposition  is  now  well  under  way.  Rides  and 
shows  will  play  a  major  part  in  providing  enter- 
tainment for  the  thousands  of  visitors  anticipat- 
ed at  Dallas. 

And  the  Texas  Centennial  Exposition  will 
have  its  battery  of  BIG  ELI  Wheels. 

Our  good  friend  Harry  Illion  advises  by 
telegram  that  contracts  have  been  signed  with 
Exposition  officials  for  operation  of  these  two 
No.  16  Wheels  at  Dallas. 

We  congratulate  Mr.  Illion.  We  are  con- 
fident these  twin  "Aristocrats"  of  Riding 
Devices  will  return  a  fine  net  profit  on  the 
venture.  BIG  ELI  is  one  ride  that  never  lets 
you  down. 

*     *     * 
Looking  over  our  reports  for  the  1935  season 
we  have  some  figures  that  we  feel  worth  passing 
on  to  you. 

Here's  DuPlex  No.  5's  operated  in  the  South- 
west for  15  weeks  this  year  and  total  gross  was 
$7,002.00,  or  an  average  of  $466.12  per  week. 
These  same  wheels  grossed  an  average  of 
$111.00  per  week  more  this  year  than  in  1934 
and  we  think  that's  a  mighty  satisfactory 
increase  in  business. 

All  of  which  is  more  proof  that  "BIG  ELI 
still  brings  home  the  bacon,"  as  our  old  friend 
Henry  Prince  has  so  many  times  aptly  put  it. 


Bolt's  No.  5  BIG  ELI 

The  above  picture  shows  Mr.  J.  P.  Bolt's  No. 
5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  with  the  B  &  B  Shows  in 
operation  at  Conway,  South  Carolina  Fair 
during  the  past  season.  Thanks  to  operator 
H.  A.  Ferguson  for  sending  this  photo. 

Mr.  Ferguson  states  he  designed  and  made 
the  light  stringers  which  are  mounted  on  rigid 
wood  foundations.  The  circle  strand  is  of  white 
lights  and  consists  of  12  sections  of  11  lights 
each.  The  star  is  of  red  lamps  and  contains  a 
total  of  156  lights  and  is  made  of  twelve  re- 
movable sections.  "This  makes  a  real  "flash," 
he  advises,  "as  the  seats  are  finished  in  white 
enamel  with  mirrors  and  gold  leafed  decorations. ' ' 

After  closing  with  Mr.  Bolt  Mr.  Ferguson 
joined  the  Small  and  Bullock  Shows  where  he 
had  his  first  experience  moving  with  a  BIG  ELI 
Semi-Trailer.  "I  think  it  is  a  great  trailer,"  is 
his  statement  in  a  recent  letter. 
*     *     * 

Mrs.  Esther  Speroni  of  the  J.  P.  Speroni  Shows, 
Rock  Falls,  Illinois,  called  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  a  few  minutes  on  January  8. 
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"Always  in  front 
when  it  comes  to 
receipts. 

When  it  comes  to  paying  a  net 
profit  there  is  no  ride  that  out- 
classes the  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheel.  It  is  known  as  the  most 
profitable  major  ride  now  avail- 
able and  in  competition  with 
many  other  types  of  rides  it 
holds  its  own  as  a  payer  of 
net  profits. 

Here  we  show  you  the  No. 
5  "De-Luxe"  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
that  has  long  been  an  outstand- 
ing money  maker  for  the  Crafts 
Greater  Shows  playing  Cali- 
fornia territory. 

Manager  Orville  N.  Crafts 
advises  in  a  recent  letter:  "At 
the  National  Orange  Show  in 
San  Bernardino  the  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  has  always  been  placed 
well  up  in  front  of  the  other 
rides.  It  is  always  up  in  front 
when  it  comes  to  receipts. 
We  figure  the  BIG  ELI  is  our 
most  profitable  ride,  because 
there  is  low  cost  of  upkeep  and 
operation." 


Craft's  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  a  satisfactory  profit-payer 
with  the  Craft's  Greater  Shows 


R.  E.  Barnett  and  Walter  Dale,  of  Crowley's 
United  Shows  pulled  in  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  the  evening  of  January  6th  with  a  No. 
5  Wheel.  Next  day  they  pulled  away  with  a 
brand  new  No.  6  BABY  ELI,  purchased  by 
Mrs.  Frances  Crowley,  who  will  operate  it 
with  her  kiddie  auto-ride  on  the  midway  of 
Crowley's  United  Shows  this  summer.  Mrs. 
Crowley  knows  how  to  pick  her  equipment  and 
she  now  has  a  fine  combination  of  kiddie 
attractions. 

When  talking  of  increased  business,  how  does 
this  sound?  A  Tilt-A-Whirl  operated  in  Chicago 
territory,  grossed  an  average  of  $137.00  per 
week  more  money  this  year  than  ic  did  in  1934. 
DuPlex  Wheels  on  another  large  mid-west 
Carnival  Organization  averaged  $206.00  per 
week  better  in  1935  than  the  year  before.  This 
shows  the  increase  in  business  is  there  to  be 


taken — so  it  is  up  to  you  Ride  Men  to  go  right 
after  it  in  1936. 

*  *  * 
Willard  Emshoff  takes  his  pen  in  hand  to  inform 
us:  "Send  my  BIG  ELI  NEWS  this  winter  to 
Madison,  Wisconsin  where  I  am  located  for  the 
winter.  Am  now  back  at  the  throttle  of  a 
Milwaukee  line  locomotive  running  between 
Madison  and  Milwaukee.  Had  a  very  good 
season  with  my  rides;  Little  Beauty  Merry-Go- 
Round,  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  Chair-0-Plane 
and  Midget  Auto." 

Like  many  of  our  other  customers  Mr. 
Emshoff  does  not  write  often,  but  we're  always 
glad  to  hear  from  him.  We  must  congratulate 
him  on  his  work:  busy  with  the  rides  in  the 
summer  time  and  engineering  a  railroad  loco- 
motive in  the  winter.  Each  furnishes  a  contrast 
to  the  other  and  provides  year  round  employ- 
ment. 
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Ten  years  in  one  Park  and  still  going  strong 

The  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel  shown  here  is  one 
of  the  popular  Standard  rides  that  has  given 
much  clean  wholesome  Amusement  to  the 
patrons  of  Coney  Island,  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Installed  in  April,  1925,  the  coming  year  will 
be  its  eleventh  consecutive  season  of  operation. 
It  has  held  its  own  in  competition  with  other 
Park  Attractions  and  can  be  depended  upon  to 
hold  its  popularity  as  years  go  by. 
*     *     * 

The  Charles  Ellman  Amusement  Company,  of 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  wishes  to  book  a  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  for  the  1936  season.  Mr.  Ellman 
states  he  prefers  a  wheel-man  who  can  furnish 
his  own  transportation,  Mr.  Ejlman  has  three 
rides  of  his  own. 


It  was  a  pleasure  to  have  with  us  again  our 
friends  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  R.  Snapp  of  the 
William  R.  Snapp  Attractions  who  spent  several 
enjoyable  hours  with  us  on  January  11.  They 
have  been  visiting  with  Mr.  Snapp's  sister  at 
Edinburg,  Illinois  for  some  time  and  returned 
to  Edinburg  before  going  on  to  winter  quarters 
at  Joplin  Missouri  to  prepare  for  the  1936 
season  of  operation. 

Our  friend  "Bill"  advises  he  almost  "took 
the  count"  last  season  because  of  an  un- 
precedented streak  of  bad  weather.  But  he's  up 
and  at  it  again  with  his  sleeves  rolled  up  and 
is  digging  in  with  plans  that  he  hopes  will  make 
the  1936  season  biggest  and  best  of  all. 

That's  the  spirit!  The  No.  5  Wheel  and 
Tilt-A- Whirl  will  do  their  part. 

*  *  * 
Mr.  H.  E.  Watson  who  operates  several  rides 
at  Arnold's  Park,  Iowa  called  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  for  a  few  minutes  on  December  9. 
He  continued  from  here  on  to  Florida  where 
he  is  spending  the  winter;  and  expects  to  return 
to  Iowa  sometime  in  February  or  March. 

*  *   * 

T  EE  A.  SULLIVAN  and  Ben  O.  Roodhouse 
•^-^  attended  the  Illinois  Fair  Secretary's 
annual  meeting  held  at  the  Leland  Hotel, 
Springfield,  on  January  9,  taking  in  the  banquet 
that  evening. 

Among  show  people  at  the  meeting  were 
Sam  and  Bill  Solomon,  Sol's  Liberty  Shows; 
Mrs.  Anna  Jane  Pearson  and  sister,  Mrs. 
Maude  Staff  of  Pearson  Shows;  Dee  Lang  and 
Elmer  I.  Brown  of  the  Dee  Lang  Shows;  Larry 
Hogan,  Beckmann  &  Gerety  Shows;  J.  C. 
McCaffrey  of  Rubin  &  Cherry  Shows;  Denny 
E.  Howard  of  the  Model  Shows;  Orville  Hen- 
nies  and  Noble  C.  Fairly  of  Hennies  Brothers' 
Shows;  L.  J.  Heth  of  the  Heth  Shows;  C.  A. 
Vernon,  Great  American  Shows;  T.  L.  Dedrick 
of  Happy  Day  Shows;  J.  W.  Laughlin  and 
Bruce  Barham  of  West  Brothers  and  others. 

*  *     * 

Thomas  J.  Hughes  announces  from  San  Diego 
that  he  has  chartered  the  sailing  vessel  Pacific 
Queen  used  in  filming  the  motion  picture 
"Mutiny  on  the  Bounty"  for  a  tour  of  the  west 
coast  with  a  modern  set  of  Riding  Devices 
aboard.  A  BIG  ELI  Wheel  will  be  erected  on 
deck  and  other  carnival  attractions  will  be 
located  at  other  points  on  the  ship.  The  itin- 
erary includes  ports  in  California,  Oregon, 
Washington  and  Alaska. 
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houis  J.  Nieberle's  Rides  in  Florida 


Above,  friend  readers,  we  show  you  Louis  J. 
Nieberle's  Florida  Amusement  Company  mak- 
ing one  of  its  regular  stops  at  a  spot  in  the 
balmy  state. 

To  the  right  is  Mr.  Nieberle's  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheel,  to  the  left  his  7-car  Tilt-A-Whirl  and 
between  the  two  is  his  large  imported  band 
organ  mounted  on  its  own  special  wagon. 

In  a  recent  letter  Mr.  Nieberle  advises  he 
has  joined  the  Krause  Shows  with  his  equip- 
ment to  play  a  string  of  Florida  fairs.  His  No. 
5  has  been  teamed  up  with  Mr.  Krause's  No. 
5  to  form  a  Du-Plex  Wheel  Unit. 

*  *  * 
All  you  ride  men  can  remember  the  time  when 
you  needed  business  and  needed  it  bad.  Such 
times  do  happen.  Well,  the  editor  of  this  little 
paper  is  much  in  the  same  boat,  only  he  needs 
pictures.  You  folks  who  read  this  little  maga- 
zine like  to  see  pictures,  and  it's  up  to  you  to 
send  in  a  few  to  us.  Dig  down  in  the  old  office 
desk  and  see  what  you  can  find.  Or  if  you 
haven't  any,  have  some  taken  when  the  rides 
are  in  operation.  Yes,  we'll  return  them  to 
you  if  you  so  request. 


Every  year  we  check  our  "NEWS"  mailing 
list  by  putting  a  little  pink  card  in  the  last 
two  issues.  All  who  wish  to  keep  on  receiving 
our  magazine  must  return  the  card  and  we  get 
a  big  "kick"  out  of  watching  these  cards  turn 
up  at  the  BIG  ELI  office.  It  is  a  lot  of  satis- 
faction to  note  how  many  of  them  do  come  back. 
Occasionally  a  reader  will  pen  a  few  words  of 
appreciation  on  his  card  and  some  of  them 
received  this  year  are: 

"I  sure  would  miss  it  if  you  discontinued." — 
E.  F.  Dennis,  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

"Your  little  journal  is  0.  K.  Keep  it  coming." 
— Miller  &  Davey's  Big  Shows,  Aukland,  N.  Z. 

"Not  active  in  the  game,  but  like  to  get 
your  "NEWS."— C.  B.  Burkhardt,  Homer,  111. 

"Please  keep  my  name  on  your  list." — N.  S. 
Money,  Karachi,  India. 

"Am  still  in  the  business  and  enjoy  your 
little  magazine  more  than  any  other.  Pictures 
in  the  November-December  issue  are  wonder- 
ful."— Victor  T.  Liese,  Denver,  Colorado. 
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Ellis  Walker  of  the  Burke  Amusement 

Company  and  a  BIG  ELI  SemuTrailer 

tvith  a  heavy  load 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  have  with  us  on  December 
20th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Burke  who  appeared 
at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  driving  a  new  Packard 
sedan.  They  had  left  Palm  Springs,  California 
just  a  week  before,  stopping  several  days 
enroute  at  Phoenix,  Arizona,  and  arrived  in 
Illinois  just  as  old  man  Winter  was  doing  his 
worst.  From  here  they  proceeded  on  to 
Morrison,  Illinois  to  spend  the  holidays  with 
Mr.  Burke's  father. 

Mr.  Burke  visited  us  again  on  January  9, 
bringing  with  him  Mrs.  Burke's  two  brothers, 
George  Walker,  of  Saverton,  Missouri  and 
Mr.  Ellis  Walker,  who  is  with  Mr.  Burke  in  the 
Amusement  Business.  With  them  were  Mr. 
Ellis  Walker's  three  children.  Dean,  18,  is 
operator  of  the  No.  5  Wheel,  also  Donald  and 
Bernice  who  are  younger  children.  These  three 
are  wide-awake  live-wires  and  enjoyed  their 
visit  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  very  much. 

We're  always  glad  to  have  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Burke  call  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory — and  that 
goes  for  all  the  rest  of  you,  too.  The  latch 
string  is  always  out  and  you  have  a  standing 
invitation  to  "come  up  and  see  us  some  time." 

*  *  * 
On  December  29th  Sales  Manager  Ben  0. 
Roodhouse  went  to  Kansas  City  to  attend  the 
Heart  of  America  Showmen's  Club  annual 
Convention,  returning  home  on  January  1, 
1936.  He  reports  the  hospitality  of  the  Kansas 
City  Club  at  the  Coats  House  is  as  sincere  as 
ever  and  he  was  made  to  feel  at  home  by  the 
show  folks  of  that  city. 


Mr.  Roodhouse  met  some  prospects  for  BIG 
ELI  Products  and  expects  some  of  them  to 
develop  into  actual  orders  during  the  1936 
season. 

The  annual  New  Year's  Eve  Banquet  and 
Ball  of  the  Heart  of  America  Showmen's  Club 
was  well  attended  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  by 
all  present.  He  reports  the  Kansas  City  Club 
again  did  him  the  honor  of  a  place  at  the 
Speaker's  Table  with  the  opportunity  for  a 
word  of  greeting  to  our  friends  at  the  Kansas 
City  meeting. 

Space  does  not  permit  us  to  mention  all  of 
the  amusement  folks  we  saw  there,  but  Mr. 
Roodhouse  insists  that  for  genuine  friendliness 
and  hospitality  there  is  just  no  place  like 
Kansas  City.  They  are  all  real  fellows  well 
met  and  always  want  you  to  enjoy  the  oc- 
casion of  visiting  their  club. 
*  *  * 
Mr.  Sullivan  and  Mr.  Roodhouse  of  our  Com- 
pany were  in  attendance  at  the  Showmen's 
and  Park  Men's  Convention  in  Chicago  early 
in  December. 

Mr.  Roodhouse  was  there  from  Tuesday 
December  3rd  until  Saturday,  December  7th. 
He  had  charge  of  our  exhibit  at  the  Park  Men's 
Convention  and  co-operated  with  Allan  Her- 
schell  Company  and  Sellner  Manufacturing 
Company  in  a  three-enterprise  exhibit  that 
was  very  satisfactory.  He  was  guest  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  Miller  of  Chicago  at  the 
Showmen's  League  Banquet  on  Tuesday  eve- 
ning, December  3.  This  was  the  gala  occasion 
of  the  entire  week  and  the  attendance  was  far 
larger  than  for  several  past  years. 

Mr.  Sullivan  drove  to  Chicago  Wednesday 
night  and  spent  the  remainder  of  the  week  in 
that  city.  Friends  met  while  there  included 
Mike  Doolan,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Mamsch, 
Al  Latto,  C.  W.  Farquharson,  James  W.  Bowe, 
Frank  Gaynor,  Elmer  Robinson,  N.  S.  Dispensa 
and  family  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Miller, 
all  of  Chicago. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Solomon,  Sol's  Liberty 
Shows;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Tucker,  Central 
States  Shows;  Fred  Beckmann,  Barney  Gerety, 
Larry  Hogan,  Beckmann  &  Gerety  Shows;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  P.  J.  Speroni  of  Speroni  Shows;  James 
E.  Strates,  Strates  Shows  Corporation;  F.  E. 
Gooding,  Gooding  Amusement  Company;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  F.  Reid  of  the  Happyland  Shows; 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Pearson,  Pearson  Shows;  Denny  E. 


February 


Big  Eli  News 


Howard,  Model  Shows  of  America;  Oscar 
Bloom,  Bloom's  Gold  Medal  Shows;  Johnny  J. 
Kline,  Greater  Show  World;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Goss,  Standard  Chevrolet  Company; 
M.  W.  Sellner  and  Art  Sellner,  Sellner  Manu- 
facturing Company;  John  and  W.  J.  Wendler 
of  Allan  Herschell  Company;  C.  J.  Latscha 
and  E.  W.  Evans,  Cincinnati  Billboard  office; 
Orville  Hennies  and  Noble  C.  and  Viola  Fairly 
of  Hennies  Brothers'  Shows;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Francis,  Francis  Shows;   Mr.  and  Mrs. 


Art  B.  Thomas,  Art  B.  Thomas  Attractions 
and  Kenneth  and  Ralph  Forsythe,  ride-men  of 
Fort  Collins,  Colorado. 

Our  BIG  ELI  exhibit  was  well  located  in  the 
Park  Men's  Exhibit  Hall  at  Hotel  Sherman  and 
our  representatives  report  a  busy  and  profitable 
week.  Both  conventions  this  year  were  larger 
than  for  many  years  in  the  past  and  a  feeling 
of  optimism  among  Amusement  Men  was  very 
noticeable.  The  outlook  for  the  1936  season  is 
very  encouraging. 


ANNOUNCEMENT:    1936  BIG  ELI  BOOKING 

LIST  SERVICE 

AS  A  SPECIAL  SERVICE  to  all  Park  or  Carnival  Managers  who  wish  to  book  a  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  or  Tilt-A- Whirl  for  the  coming  season;  and  for  the  assistance  of  Owners  who  have 
such  rides  available  for  location  we  are  offering  the  facilities  of  the  annual  BIG  ELI  Booking  List. 

This  service  is  available  without  cost  to  Park  and  Carnival  Managers  everywhere  and  is 
offered  in  a  spirit  of  co-operation  and  in  the  hope  that  we  can  mutually  benefit  both  Ride  Owner 
and  Park  of  Carnival  Manager. 

All  Park  Men  or  Carnival  Owners  who  are  interested  in  booking  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  or  a 
Tilt-A-Whirl  are  requested  to  write  for  a  Booking  Coupon  to  be  filled  in  with  necessary  information 
and  returned  here.  This  coupon  provides  us  with  necessary  data  to  be  referred  to  any  Ride  Owner 
interested  in  your  proposition. 

ALL  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Owners  and  Tilt-A-Whirl  owners  whose  equipment  is  available  for 
booking  please  write  us.  We  will  be  glad  to  pass  on  to  you  information  about  any  of  the  locations 
you  may  be  interested  in. 

Starting  with  the  March-April  issue  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS  and  ending  with  the  May-June  issue 
the  names  of  Parks  and  Carnival  companies  wishing  to  book  a  Wheel  or  Tilt-A-Whirl  will  be 
published  in  the  regular  Booking  List  Department. 


The   Key 

to  PROSPERITY 

In     19  3  6: 

A  BIG  ELI 

Wheel  to  MAKE  you  MONEY 

A  BIG  ELI 

Semi-Trailer   to   SAVE   you   MONEY 

REMEMBER: 

Every  BIG    ELI    Product  is  backed  by  the 
BIG   ELI  Guarantee---A  Guarantee  that  has 
made  and  held  the  confidence  of  our  custo- 
mers since  1900. 
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A  bi-monthly  magazine  for  the  benefit  of  those 
interested  in  the  riding  device  business.  For 
ten  years ,  this  magazine  was  called  The 
OPTIMIST.  Now  there  is  nothing  new  but 
the  name.  BIG  ELI  is  our  registered  trade 
mark,  hence,  BIG  ELI  NEWS  is  protected 
by  the  use  of  the  words  BIG  ELI.  The 
magazine,  supporting  clean  amusements,  pub- 
lished in  the  interest  of  ELI  BRIDGE 
COMPANY,  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  U.  S.  A. 
Builders   of   the    Famous    BIG    ELI    Wheel. 

LEE   A.   SULLIVAN President 

J.  L.  SULLIVAN Vice  President 

L.  L.  SULLIVAN Secretary-Treasurer 

BEN.  0.  ROODHOUSE Sales  Manager 


EDITORIAL 

MANY,  many  fine  greeting  cards,  calendars, 
letters  and  telegrams  received  during  the 
Holiday  Season  of  1935  were  very  impressive 
to  us.  Some  of  our  friends  even  sent  us  ma- 
terial gifts  such  as  Georgia  Pecans,  Florida 
Grapefruit  and  Oranges;  also  California  Fresh 
Dates.  While  such  greetings  and  gifts  are  not 
solicited  and  are  not  necessary  to  retain  our 
friendship  and  cooperation  they  are  nevertheless 
greatly  appreciated.  They  tell  us  that  those 
sending  them  feel  a  personal  as  well  as  a  busi- 
ness interest  in  the  welfare  of  individuals  con- 
nected with  this  Company. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  greeting  card 
habit  at  Christmas  time,  10  or  15  years  ago,  we 
have  received  many  of  these  good  will  expres- 
sions. The  number  was  less  during  the  lean 
years  1931  to  1933.  That  they  have  greatly 
increased  again  in  1935  indicates  a  more 
prosperous  condition  of  business  generally. 
Expressions  of  Good  Will  toward  all  men  are 
throughout  the  world  a  personification  of  the 
Holiday  Season.  Persons  in  every  walk  of  life 
turn  from  business  to  personal  interests  show- 
ing by  spoken  word  and  written  expression  how 
they  feel  toward  their  friends. 

Why  not  carry  this  co-operative  spirit  into 
all    our    business    transactions,    our    personal 


contacts,  throughout  the  New  Year?  What  a 
fine  thing  it  would  be  if  we  made  this  a  New 
Year  resolution  and  really  fulfilled  the  decision. 
It  is  a  fact  that  the  more  personal  interest  we 
put  into  business  the  more  satisfaction  we  get 
out  of  it. 

The  sales  girls  in  some  of  our  stores  of  national 
reputation  are  taught,  yes,  even  required  to 
approach  their  prospects  with  this  expression, 
"May  I  help  you?" 

When  sincerely  spoken  what  a  fine  statement 
that  is.  The  desire  to  serve,  to  assist  you  in 
being  successful  is  after  all  the  duty  of  every 
business  man  or  woman  who  expects  to  be 
happy  in  their  work. 

Now  comes  the  confirmed  Pessimist  who 
says:  "The  only  interest  the  average  business 
person  has  in  a  prospect  is  to  sell  him  some- 
thing." Merely  selling  something  is  not  a 
complete  transaction.  To  furnish  the  prospect 
with  an  article  or  service  and  then  be  sure  he  is 
pleased  with  his  purchase  is  the  duty  of  every 
sales  person. 

Any  business  organization  to  be  successful 
and  grow  must  sell  their  products  or  service 
and  by  so  doing  help  owners  to  be  successful 
with  their  purchases.  Then  you  have  satisfied 
customers.  That's  just  as  true  whether  you  are 
selling  riding  devices,  trailers,  or  whether 
attractions  on  amusement  Midways  are  what 
you  have  to  offer. 

Our  message  to  you  in  the  beginning  weeks 
of  this  New  Year  is  that  you  may  have  the 
good  will  of  satisfied  amusement  patrons 
throughout  1936.  Adopt  the  slogan  "SATIS- 
FIED CUSTOMERS  OUR  BEST  ADVER- 
TISEMENT." That's  an  old  expression  but  a 
true  one.  Should  you  always  satisfy  your 
customers,  you  will  come  to  the  Holiday 
Season  next  year  with  the  realization  of  having 
created  good  will  throughout  1936.  The  satis- 
faction of  service  well  rendered  will  make  you 
realize  you  have  increased  your  acquaintance 
and  made  more  friends.  After  all,  what  is 
better  in  this  life  than  to  be  able  to  truthfully 
say  "THESE  FOLKS  ARE  NOT  JUST 
CUSTOMERS  WHO  BUY  OUR  SERVICE 
AND  PAY  US  THEIR  MONEY.  THEY 
ARE  FRIENDS  WHO  HAVE  HELPED  US 
AND  WHOM  WE  HAVE  HELPED  TO  BE 
HAPPIER  THROUGHOUT  THE  YEAR." 
These  statements  are  not  just  idealistic  or 
theoretical,  they  are  facts.    Think  them  over. 
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More   Profit    in    1936  -  -  -  With    a    Du-Plex   Wheel    Unit 


Here  is  pictorial  proof  of  the  universal  demand  for  Outdoor  Amusement.     With  intermitent 
shoivers,  more  than  8,500  of  these  pleasure'Seekers  paid  to  ride  these  Du'Plex  Wheels 

on  the  day  this  picture  \vas  taken. 

When  Velare  Bros.  &  Sedlmayr  of  the  Royal  American  Shows  pioneered  the  first  DuPlex 
Wheel  Unit  to  be  operated  permanently  on  any  Midway,  they  started  something.  The 
idea  has  spread  throughout  the  Industry  and  today  no  large  Amusement  Company 
considers  its  Midway  quite  complete  without  a  DuPlex  Wheel.  Royal  American  now 
operate  a  Four-in-Line  unit  of  No.  12's. 

The  BIG  ELI  Wheel  has  always  been  popular,  but  the  DuPlex  idea  has  intensified 
this  popularity  to  a  degree  of  profitability  known  to  every  Ride  Owner.  Two  Wheels  will 
not  double  the  normal  gross  of  one,  it  is  true,  but  experience  has  shown,  over  and  over 
again  that  the  second  Wheel  carries  its  own  part  of  the  expense  and  leaves  a  pleasing 
sum  in  the  form  of  net  profit. 

Here  are  some  figures  from  a  well  known  Carnival  playing  the  Central  West.  In  1934 
their  single  No.  5  grossed  $5,351.00  in  a  season  of  25  weeks. 

In  1935  the  Wheel  operated  singly  for  14  weeks  and  grossed  $1,296.00,  with  some  bad 
weather  at  the  start  of  the  season.  In  July  another  No.  5  was  bought  and  a  DuPlex 
Unit  set  up.  During  the  remaining  17  weeks  the  two  Wheels  grossed  a  total  of  $7,820.00. 
This  is  an  increase  in  business  that  would  not  have  been  possible  with  the  single  Wheel. 

LET  US  TELL  YOU  MORE  ABOUT  THE  DUPLEX  WHEEL  UNIT. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

JACKSONVILLE         ....         ILLINOIS 
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A  FLASHIER,  safer, 
more  portable  ride  is 
assured  Tilt-A-Whirl 
buyers  for  this  year. 
When  our  exhibits  were 
all  erected  in  the  large 
exhibit  hall  of  the  Hotel 
Sherman,  Chicago  for  the 
1935  Park  Men's  Con- 
vention the  first  week  in  December  we  were 
permitted  for  the  first  time  to  look  over  the 
Tilt-A-Whirl  improvement  for  1936.  Mr.  M. 
W.  Sellner,  Secretary-Treasurer  Sellner  Manu- 
facturing Co.  had  written  us  about  these 
improvements,  but  a  verbal  description  without 
pictures  of  them  did  not  permit  us  to  fully 
visualize  their  importance.  When  Mr.  Sellner 
demonstrated  and  explained  these  improve- 
ments we  were  to  say  the  least,  very  much 
pleased  with  them. 

As  briefly  as  possible,  we  now  give  to  you  our 
best  explanation  of  them  in  this  somewhat 
limited  space  of  BIG  ELI  Talks. 

The  accompanying  picture  of  a  new  Tilt-A- 
Whirl  car  shows  that  the  upright  canopy  rods 
are  now  inside  the  car,  giving  a  more  stream 
line  effect  and  a  more  neat  appearing  finished 
car.  The  car  canopy  uprights  have  safety 
latches  that  hold  the  canopies  securely.  These 
latches  are  of  spring  steel  and  practically  fool 


The  netv  TiluA-Whirl  car  is  much  improved 
for  safety  and  ease  of  handling 

proof.  All  hooks  and  cotter  keys  are  now 
unnecessary.  These  two  comparatively  small 
improvements  are  very  important  ones. 

The  car  tub  is  removable  from  the  lower 
frame  by  a  simple  sliding  process.  The  tub 
and  the  lower  frame  are  attached  together  for 
operation  with  a  positive  pin  and  eye  lock  and 
a  safety  catch  on  each  side  of  the  tub.  This 
improvement  was  made  to  save  space  when 
moving  the  Tilt-A-Whirl  from  location  to 
location. 


A  new  car  pivot 
pin  has  been  de- 
signed and  is  larg- 
er, hence  sturdier 
with  a  heavy  key 
to  hold  the  car  in 
place  with  a  pro- 
tective cap  over 
the  entire  pin. 
Here  is  greater 
strength  and 
durability  in  a 
safety  improve- 
ment. 


New  Po-wer'Jack  for  Tilt-A-Whirl,  a  big  labor  and  time  saver  on  1936  Model 
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Netr  outside  cresting  for   1936  Tilt-A-Whirl,  showing  chromium  plated  medallions 

and  lamp  supports 


New  individual  car  brakes  operate  on  the 
back  wheels  of  Tilt-A-Whirl  cars.  They  are 
simple  and  practical,  a  big  improvement  over 
the  old  style  brakes.  The  new  brakes  work  in- 
dividually with  each  car,  the  brakes  being 
applied  with  the  raising  of  the  lap  rail  bar  and 
being  released  when  the  lap  rail  bar  is  down  in 
position  over  the  rider  when  the  Tilt-A-Whirl 
is  in  motion.  Space  here  does  not  permit  more 
extensive  explanation  of  these  car  brakes.  In 
our  opinion  the  new  brakes  are  among  the 
finest  Tilt-A-Whirl  improvements  for  1936. 

And  now  a  picture  of  the  more  compact, 
lighter  weight,  Tilt-A-Whirl  power  jack.  This 
picture  shows  the  power  jack  in  position  within 
the  operating  frame.  This  outfit  now  weighs 
952  lbs.  including  the  truck,  the  frame,  brace 
bars  all  as  in  position  shown  in  the  picture. 
The  power  jack  truck  alone  weighs  607  lbs. 
The  previous  model  power  jack  including  the 
truck  weighs  1176  lbs.  The  total  saving  in 
weight  of  the  entire  outfit  is  225  lbs.  and  the 
heaviest  piece  now  is  607  lbs.  instead  of  1176 
lbs.  The  previous  type  4-wheel  truck  power 
jack  required  a  floor  space  43-^x5  feet.  The 
new  2-wheel  outfit  requires  a  floor  space  43/2x3 
feet.  The  owner  who  is  moving  by  truck- 
trailer  outfit  will  appreciate  this  real  saving  in 
space  and  weight.  Every  amusement  man  to 
whom  we  have  shown  this  new  power  jack 
has  pronounced  it  a  big  labor  and  time  saver. 

Accompanying  this  article  we  show  you  a 
picture  of  one  section  of  1936  Tilt-A-Whirl 
cresting.  Your  attention  is  cal'ed  to  this  new 
outside  cresting  and  heads.  Cresting  is  all 
metal  chromium  plated  and  modernistic  in 
design.  Many  more  lights  have  been  added 
and  the  lights  placed  in  position  to  flash  both 


inside  and  outside  of  the  ride.  The  new  cresting 
is  a  big  improvement  in  the  Tilt-A-Whirl 
appearance  and  will  create  more  interest  in  the 
ride  on  any  Midway  of  the  future. 

A  new  3-way  Tilt-A-Whirl  sign  on  the 
center  pole  replaces  the  inside  cresting.  This 
sign  turns  with  the  ride  and  is  flood  lighted  by 
three  spot  lights  placed  on  the  outside  cresting. 

You  cannot  match  these  for  real  improve- 
ments put  on  a  ride  in  one  year's  time.  Several 
worth  while  improvements  to  the  Tilt-A-Whirl 
cars;  a  new  compact  lighter  weight,  but 
sturdier  power  jack,  that  is  transported  on  its 
two  wheels  by  a  simple  tongue  and  semi- 
trailer effect.  New  outside  crestings  and  panel 
heads,  new  inside  signs  all  metal.  New  decor- 
ative designs  to  cars  themselves  and  many 
more  lights  added  to  the  entire  ride. 

Tilt-A-Whirls  up  to  this  time  have  been 
money-getters.  A  central  west  manager  reports 
his  Tilt-A-Whirl  grossed  $8,483.20  in  1935,  one 
of  the  best  seasons  it  has  ever  had.  The  extra 
flash  will  make  1936  Tilt-A-Whirls  greater 
money-getters.  They  will  carry  an  added 
interest  to  ride  patrons.  Tilt-A-Whirls  have 
been  time-tested,  they  are  practical  rides  for 
shows  having  their  own  wagons  and  flat  cars 
or  for  the  motorized  transportation  shows. 
A  1936  Tilt-A-Whirl  is  a  standard  ride  in  a 
new  dress. 

Write  us  about  it,  ask  for  a  1936  booklet 
which  fully  describes  all  improvements.  Fully 
investigate  the  Tilt-A-Whirl  without  obligation. 

You  will  be  much  pleased  with  this  1936 
model  up-to-date  riding  device. 

Yours  for  safer,  flashier,  money-getting 
attractions, 

BEN  O.  ROODHOUSE, 
Sales  Manager. 


12 


Big  Eli  News 


January 


Will    BIG    ELI    be    in    the    Money    for    1936? 


t-Nr^ 


BfC  El„rj  "WHEEfL    >  - 


Wherever  Rides 

are  in  Operation 

you  will  most 

always  Find  a 

BIG   ELI  Wheel. 

As  a  rule  it  tops 

all  others  for 

net  returns  on  the 

original  investment. 


/^F  COURSE  the  complete  answer  to  this 
^-^  question  remains  to  be  seen  by  future 
experience.  However,  we  can  only  reasonably 
judge  expectations  of  the  future  by  what  has 
happened  in  the  past.  Believing  you  will  be 
interested  in  some  comparative  reports,  these 
experiences  of  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  owners 
will  tell  you  how  total  receipts  and  weekly 
averages  increased  in  1935  over  1934. 

A  No.  5  BIG  ELI  operating  in  Central 
West  territory  showed  a  weekly  average  in 
1934  of  $110.60,  while  in  1935  this  same 
Wheel  stepped  up  to  an  average  of  $182.00 
per  week. 

Another  No.  5  Wheel  in  Central  West 
territory  averaged  $144.00  per  week  in  1934 
and  increased  that  average  to  $192.50  per  week 
in  1935. 


Now  here  are  some  comparative  gross  receipts. 
A  No.  5  Wheel  in  Northwest  territory  grossed 
only  $3,244.00  during  1934,  while  in  1935  the 
same  Wheel  shows  a  gross  income  of  $4,901.00. 

Duplex  No.  5  Wheels  also  have  a  com- 
paratively increased  record.  Two  Wheels 
operating  over  about  the  same  territory 
two  years,  for  1934  show  a  gross  receipts  in 
24  weeks  of  $4,675.00,  average  $194.00  per 
week.  The  same  Wheels  in  1935,  26  weeks, 
grossed  $7,941.00  or  an  average  of  $305.00 
per  week.  Showing  a  very  worth  while 
improvement. 

Two  No.  5  Wheels  in  North  Central  West 
territory  grossed  $6,884.00  in  1934.  The 
same  Wheels  in  1936  grossed  $8,552.40. 
This  owner  recently  wrote  us:  "Just 
finished  totalling  the  receipts  for  1935  and 


February 


Big  Eli  News 


13 


the  Wheels  got  top  money  with  $8,552.40." 

Duplex  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheels  in  Southern 
territory  average  $397.00  per  week  in  1934, 
while  in  1935  these  same  Wheels  show  average 
weekly  receipts  of  $466.12. 

*     *     * 

These  figures  prove  two  things,  that  general 
conditions  were  greatly  improved  in  these 
territories  in  '35  over  1934  and  also  that  the 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  is  increasing  in  popularity 
from  year  to  year.  It  is  reasonable  to  expect 
then,  that  a  single  Wheel  or  a  duplex  BIG  ELI 
with  conditions  as  good  or  possibly  some  better 
in  1936,  will  be  in  the  money  as  profitable 
riding  devices  during  the  coming  season.  We 
have  given  you  these  reports  of  the  same  rides 
in  two  succeeding  years,  also  to  show  you  that 
business  conditions  with  amusement  men  are 
looking  up.  May  they  continue  to  do  that  for 
the  coming  season. 

Only  few  changes  in  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  will 
be  made  for  the  coming  season.  The  outlook 
now  is  that  there  may  be  some  reasonable 
worth  while  changes  of  the  lighting  equipment 
and  that  the  1936  ELI  Power  Unit  as  a  part 
of  the  Wheel  equipment  will  be  slightly  different. 


1936  ELI  Units  will  include  a  stepped-up 
transmission  which  operates  the  counter-shaft 
and  belt  pulley  shaft  600  revolutions  per  minute 
which  will  give  the  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  an 
average  speed  of  6  R.  P.  M.  instead  of  4.7 
R.  P.  M.,  the  latter  having  been  standard 
speed  for  several  years.  This  meets  a  request 
by  ride  owners  for  more  speed  of  their  BIG  ELI 
Wheels,  so  we  give  them  an  additional  reason- 
able increase. 

We  do  not  believe  that  excessive  speed  on  a 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  is  good  judgment  or  helpful 
to  popularizing  the  ride  for  all  ages  of  patrons. 
In  some  localities  young  people  like  all  the  speed 
they  can  get,  but  this  usually  interferes  with 
the  enjoyment  of  patrons  of  middle  age  or  older. 

Riding  the  No.  5  BIG  ELI  at  6  revolutions 
per  minute  should  give  young  people  plenty 
of  thrill  and  still  not  slow  up  the  enjoyment  of 
older  patrons. 

We  invite  your  complete  investigation  of  a 
BIG  ELI  and  can  honestly  recommend  it  to 
you  as  a  money-getting  riding  device  for  1936. 
The  best  proof  of  this  is  the  experience  ot 
present  owners  and  the  bona  fide  figures  just 
given  you  in  the  foregoing  paragraphs. 


OUR   FINEST  SEAT  EQUIPMENT 


A  limited  number  of  BIG  ELI  seats 
finished  in  White  Enamel  with  Gold- 
Leafed  Decorations  will  be  available 
for  the  1936  season.  These  are  the 
finest  example  of  BIG  ELI  Quality. 
Five  coats  of  paint  are  used,  produc- 
ing a  durable,  attractive  long-life 
finish. 


"De-Luxe"  White-Enameled  seats  have  a  strong  power  of  attraction  for 
your  patrons  and  add  a  touch  of  fineness  that  draws  more  money  to  your 
ticket-box.    At  sniall  extra  cost  available  on  any  model  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 
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THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 


Re-Roping  the  Wood-Rims 

T  HAVE  worked  on  one  Wheel  for  the  past 
■*-  seven  years,"  writes  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
Operator,"  and  never  had  any  kind  of  trouble 
until  this  year.  The  cable  slips.  I  have  tried 
running  it  loose  and  tight,  use  plenty  of  pine 
tar  and  keep  new  rope  in  the  drive-sheave.  The 
brake  is  in  perfect  condition,  but  the  cable  will 
slip  some  regardless.  Please  let  me  know  what 
the  trouble  is  and  what  to  do  to  remedy  it." 


Device  for  roping  the  ivood-rims 
used  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 

Based  on  this  operator's  statement  we  believe 
the  problem  can  be  solved  by  re-roping  the 
woodrims  or  "cable-blocks"  as  they  are  some- 
times called  by  operators.  With  good  packing 
in  the  drive-sheave  and  in  the  wood  rims  and  by 
using  pine-tar  there  is  no  reason  why  the  cable 
should  slip  even  though  not  tightened 
excessively. 

Re-roping  the  wood-rims  is  a  simple  matter, 
but  like  all  other  things  about  the  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  there  is  a  right  and  wrong  way  to  do  it. 
The  rope  is  pulled  in,  instead  of  driven  in  as  is 
the  case  with  the  packing  of  the  drive-sheave. 

The  above  picture  illustrates  the  method 
used  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory.  No  such  device 
is  available  to  the  operator  on  the  road,  but 
he  can  rig  up  a  device  that  works  as  well  with 
a  small  block  and  tackle  and  a  piece  of  cable 
with  a  hook  at  one  end. 

Each  woodrim  should  be  cleaned  of  particles 
of  old  rope  and  pine  tar.  Loosen  the  bolts  at 
the  ends  and  center  of  woodrim.   6  feet  of  half- 


inch  standard  three-strand  manila  rope  is 
required  for  each  woodrim.  Rope  larger  than 
half-inch  may  split  the  woodrim  and  smaller 
rope  does  not  give  a  solid  foundation  for  the 
drive  cable. 

The  ends  of  the  packing  are  bent  down  and 
anchored  in  place  by  means  of  large  square-bent 
staples.  Bolts  at  the  ends  and  center  are  then 
tightened. 

The  right  size  rope,  cut  to  proper  length  with 
staples  is  listed  in  the  BIG  ELI  Parts  Price  List. 

BAKER  CEMENT 

Those  small  holes  in  the  seat  upholstery  and 
snags  in  the  Khaki  Seat  Covers  can  be  patched 
quickly  and  quite  well  with  a  can  of  Baker 
Cement  and  some  Pantasote  Material  or 
regular  Khaki  duck. 

For  $1.00  you  can  get  a  quarter-pint  can  of 
this  "sure  stick"  cement  with  one-fifth  yard 
of  regular  Pantasote  Upholstering  Material  or 
one  yard  of  Khaki  Duck.  Fix  up  those  torn 
places  while  you  can  do  it  as  small  cost.  You'll 
find  this  dollar  well  invested. 

*  *     * 

NOTICE  TO  OWNERS  AND  OPERATORS! 

The  1936  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Parts  List  will  be 
ready  for  mailing  February  15th.  Please  send 
us  your  name  and  address  so  we  can  mail  your 
copy  to  you.  Get  the  Wheel  in  tip-top  shape 
before  the  season  opens. 

*  *     * 

That  veteran  Wheel  Operator  M.  E.  Buckner 
writes  from  the  vicinity  of  Mauk,  Georgia: 
"Receive  the  "NEWS"  and  glad  to  get  it. 
Down  in  the  "sticks"  now.  Have  built  myself 
a  comfortable  little  shack  here  on  my  sister's 
land.  Am  just  waiting  for  Charley  Oliver  to 
say  the  word  and  will  head  back  to  St.  Louis 
to  start  getting  things  in  shape  for  the  1936 
season  of  operation." 

Thanks  for  the  letter.  Buck.  This  "roughing 
it"  is  good  for  a  fellow  once  in  a  while. 

*  *     * 

Floyd  Sheaks,  Merry-Go-Round  operator  is 
spending  the  winter  with  home  folks  at  Syra- 
cuse, New  York.  Mr.  Sheaks  is  considered  one 
of  the  best  Merry-Go-Round  men  on  the  road 
and  was  with  the  Small  &  Bullock  Shows  until 
the  close  of  last  season. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 


Santa  Claus  goes  moderw-the  BIG  ELI  ivay! 


yj'OV  RIDE-MEN  must  take  off  your  hats 
-*-  to  Santa  Claus.  He's  the  world's  champion 
fast  mover.  From  Christmas  eve  until  wake-up 
time  on  Christmas  morning  he  moves  more 
goods  than  all  Ride-Men  combined,  so  when 
old  Kris  Kringle  breezed  into  Jacksonville 
lately  he  took  one  look  at  a  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailer  and  said  "I  hate  to  give  up  the  reindeer, 
but  BIG  ELI  is  the  way  for  me." 

Yes  sir,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  had  this 
outfit  all  ready  and  when  he  arrived  at  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory  up  he  climbed  and  had  this 
picture  taken.  Next  he  toured  our  business 
section  and  found  thousands  of  kiddies — and 
thousands  of  grown-ups,  too.  Lee  A.  Sullivan 
personally  escorted  him  through  our  fair  city 
and  later  he  told  Lee  he  never  had  a  more 
comfortable,  safer  ride  than  on  this  BIG  ELI 
Semi-Trailer. 

Now,  you  Ride-Men,  take  a  tip  from  Santa 
Claus.  Get  yourself  a  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer 
and  enjoy  the  comfort  of  knowing  you  can 
move  when  you  w^nt  to,  what  you  want  to, 
where  you  want  to — and  no  big  expense  bills. 

*  *  * 
It  would  be  next  to  impossible  to  acknowledge 
all  of  the  Christmas  Greetings  received  this 
year.  There  were  many  of  them,  beautiful, 
novel,  new  and  surprising — but  they  all  left 
that  old,  old  message  of  Happiness,  Peace  and 
Good  Will  with  us.  It  makes  us  think  how  much 
we  have  to  be  thankful  for,  when  we  see  that 
big  pile  of  Christmas  cards  and  realize  that 
everyone  of  them  is  from  a  loyal  friend. 


Right  here  and  now  we  must  thank  our  good 
friend  Frank  Burke  for  ten  pounds  of  super 
quality  freshly  picked  California  Dates.  These 
were  the  finest  flavored,  biggest  dates  we  ever 
ate. 

Thanks  are  in  order  to  William  Dumas,  of 
the  Happyland  Shows  who  sent  up  a  bushel  of 
delicious  Florida  Oranges  and  Tangarines. 
These,  too,  were  passed  out  among  the  BIG 
ELI  Employees  and  our  hearty  good  wishes 
go  to  Mr.  Dumas. 

*  *     * 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abner  K.  Kline  and  James 
Patterson  called  for  a  brief  but  enjoyable  visit 
on  November  29th  while  enroute  from  Kansas 
City  to  Chicago  to  attend  the  Showmen's  and 
Fair  Secretary's  meetings. 

*  *     * 

Mr.  Harry  H.  Seifer,  with  his  helper  called  at 
the  BIG  ELI  Factory  on  December  5th.  Mr. 
Seifer  is  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Owner  and  makes  his 
home  in  Denver,  Colorado.  He  was  enroute  to 
Dayton,  Ohio  for  more  amusement  equipment. 
We  enjoyed  having  Mr.  Seifer  with  us  and 
hope  he  will  return  again. 

*  *     * 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  have  our  good  friends  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Lee  of  Hendersonville,  N. 
Carolina  with  us  for  a  nice  visit  on  December 
28th.  They  were  enroute  home  from  visits 
in  Iowa  during  the  holidays.  While  here  Mr. 
Lee  told  us  the  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  is  the 
most  consistent  money-getter  he  has  ever 
owned,  and  has  been  a  real  profit  payer  through 
out  the  seasons  he  has  operated  it. 
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SATISFIED    CUSTOMERS    ARE 
OUR    BEST    ADVERTISEMENT 


Strength)  dependability  and  years  of  hard,  fast  transportation  service  are  built  into 

every  BIG  ELI  SEMI-TRAILER 

BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  have  passed  the  most  important  test  of  all,  and  emerged  with 
flying  colors.  They  have  made  good  with  the  people  who  use  them,  and  that's  about  the 
finest  statement  that  can  be  said  about  any  product. 

Mr.  F.  E.  Gooding  of  Columbus,  Ohio  is  a  much-experienced  Ride  Man.  The  Gooding 
name  has  been  associated  with  the  Riding  Device  business  in  the  Middle  West  for  a  good 
many  years,  and  Mr.  Gooding  knows  what  it  means  to  have  dependable  transportation 
equipment  to  move  his  various  Riding  Devices. 

In  December  he  wrote  us  as  follows:  "It  is  possible  we  will  be  in  the  market  for  more 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers.  We  found  the  trailer  which  we  bought  from  you  last  spring  to 
be  100  percent  satisfactory.  In  the  future  all  of  our  trailers  will  be  BIG  ELI's.  It  is  the 
best  trailer  built,  considering  the  cost,  we  have  ever  come  in  contact  with  and  again  we 
thank  you  for  the  fine  product  with  which  you  have  furnished  us." 

SAVE  MONEY  ON  YOUR  MOVING  COSTS  THE  BIG  ELI  WAY— WITH 
DEPENDABILITY,  LONG  LIFE  AND  ECONOMY  OF  OPERATION 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Builders  of  Dependable  Products 

JACKSONVILLE       -----       ILLINOIS 


Jacksonville,  Illinois 


March- April,  1936 

TSE  LIB!^ARY  OF  THE 


»Jf!lVERSlTY  OF  ILLIM013 


Bill  H.  Hames  is  proud  of  his  DwPlex  Wheel  Unit.     It  is  his 
most  profitable  riding'device  attraction 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 


OUR  FRONT  COVER 

r\N  THE  front  cover  of  this  issue  of  BIG 
^^  ELI  NEWS  is  shown  the  Duplex  No.  5 
Unit  owned  by  the  Bill  H.  Hames  Shows, 
playing  in  Texas  Territory.  The  1936  season 
is  the  third  that  this  unit  has  been  featured 
as  the  outstanding  ride  attraction  with  the 
Hames  Shows. 

Mr.  Hames  has  told  us  the  Du-Plex  Wheel 
unit  is  his  best  payer  of  net  profits.  During  the 
season  of  1934  they  enjoyed  a  most  satisfactory 
gross  business,  however  in  1935  they  showed 
an  increase  of  some  $70.00  per  week  better 
than  the  year  before.  With  conditions  as  they 
are  now  we  anticipate  for  Mr.  Hames  a  most 
successful  year  with  the  two  wheels. 

Dee  Lang  Adds  Another 
Semi-Trailer 

A  new  Chevrolet  tractor  arrived  at  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory  March  2nd,  on  which  brake 
control  equipment  was  installed  and  a  new 
1936  Model  24-foot  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer 
chassis  attached.  This  new  unit  adds  another 
outfit  to  the  motorized  equipment  of  the  Dee 
Lang  Shows  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  An  en- 
closed body  was  built  on  the  chassis  at  the 
show's  winter  quarters  and  it  will  be  used  to 
transport  electrical  transformers  and  other 
equipment. 

*  *     * 

Our  old  friend  Joe  Stoneman  breaks  a  long 
silence  to  inform  us  he's  back  in  harness  and 
ready  to  go  with  his  Joe's  Playland  Shows  at 
Stratford,  Oklahoma.  Joe  owns  his  own 
motorized  equipment  and  informs  us  he  has 
not  fared  badly  during  the  past  season.  He 
looks  upon  1936  as  a  real  "red"  one. 

*  *     * 

E.  C.  Huffines,  of  the  Campbell  United  Shows, 
advises  he  has  booked  Herbert  Mace's  No.  5 
Wheel  for  the  1936  season. 

*  *     * 

G.  C.  "Doc"  Crowley,  of  Richmond,  Missouri, 
has  purchased  the  Caterpillar  ride  owned  by 
P.  W.  Cobb  and  will  operate  it  with  his 
Crowley's  United  Shows  this  season.  All  work 
on  the  rides  is  finished  at  Winter  quarters  and 
everything  is  in  readiness  for  the  opening  day. 


Ride'Otvner  Ray  Yarham 

Presenting  and  introducing  to  our  readers  a 
BIG  ELI  Owner  whose  picture  has  never  before 
graced  the  pages  of  this  little  magazine.  Gentle- 
men, meet  your  brother  ELI  Owner,  Ray 
Yarham,  manager  of  the  Washer  City  Rides, 
Newton,  Iowa — the  city  made  famous  by 
washing  machines. 

Mr.  Yarham  has  been  a  BIG  ELI  Owner  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  heeded  our  prayer  for 
pictures  in  the  last  issue  of  the  NEWS  and  sent 
in  a  few — this  one  among  them. 

Mr.  Yarham  informs  us  he  is  preparing  for  a 
good  season  in  1936.  He  owns  several  rides  and 
has  his  show  motorized. 

*  *     * 

"I  have  been  receiving  regularly  your  BIG 
ELI  NEWS,  writes  J.  W.  Conklin,  of  Conklin's 
All  Canadian  Shows,  "and  you  may  be  assured 
that  I  certainly  appreciate  receiving  it.  I  enjoy 
its  contents  very  much  as  both  myself  and  staff 
get  a  lot  of  valuable  data  through  your  many 
good  news  items.  I  notice  in  your  last  issue 
you  want  to  receive  some  photographs  and 
just  as  soon  as  I  return  to  my  winter  quarters 
I  will  forward  some  to  you. 

*  *     * 

J.  R.  Edwards,  manager  of  the  Edwards  Attrac- 
tions, Wooster,  Ohio  writes  that  he  wishes  to 
book  a  Tilt-A-Whirl  for  the  1936  season. 
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Wayne  Male  uses  the  economical  method  of  moving  his  equipment: 
a  20-foot  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer 


BIG  ELI  Owner  Wayne  Hale,  of  Lennox, 
Iowa,  obligingly  sent  in  this  picture  for  use  in 
the  NEWS.  This  shows  one  of  his  most  satis- 
factory pieces  of  motorized  equipment — a  1932 
Model  20-foot  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer. 

*  *     * 

We  regret  to  hear  of  the  serious  illness  of  our 
long  time  friend  and  customer  Henry  Oldham, 
of  Chapman,  Kansas.  In  October  last  year  he 
was  hurt  while  loading  logs  at  his  farm  near 
Chapman,  suffering  a  triple  fracture  of  one 
leg.  In  January  he  was  stricken  with  paralysis 
and  his  condition  has  been  very  grave  since 
that  time. 

*  *     * 

Says  BIG  ELI  Owner  J.  Harry  Six,  of  Bryan, 
Ohio,  "My  health  is  A-1  this  year  and  I  am 
going  out  with  more  pep  than  ever  before.  I 
was  in  the  hospital  six  weeks  last  season  and 
in  contrast  I  now  feel  that  the  opening  day  for 
1936  cannot  get  here  soon  enough." 

*  *     * 

"We  stored  in  New  Glasgow,  Nova  Scotia  for 
the  winter,"  writes  R.  Jackson,  of  Jackson's 
Canadian  Shows.  "Am  now  getting  everything 
in  readiness  for  the  opening  the  latter  part 
of  May." 

F.  A.  Steinbarger  post-cards  from  Aransas  Pass, 
Texas  that  his  No.  5  Wheel  is  booked  with  the 
Bob  Hurst  Shows  to  play  north  Texas  territory 
starting  early  in  May. 


Weldie  Swisher  has  the  Josephine  James 
Flournoy  No.  12  Wheel  booked  with  West's 
Motorized  Shows  for  the  coming  season.  Mr. 
Swisher  was  called  to  Los  Angeles  early  in  the 
winter  because  of  the  serious  illness  of  his 
mother. 

"I  visited  the  Steffens  Shows  in  winter 
quarters  here,"  he  writes  in  a  recent  letter,  "and 
that  day  they  were  painting  the  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  and  overhauling  the  ELI  Power  Units. 
I  noticed  while  there  a  time-saver  that  I'm 
going  to  put  in  effect  this  summer.  Pins  for  the 
No.  40  Brake  ratchet  were  fastened  to  it  with 
short  stout  chains,  the  No.  94  Sheave-Axle 
center-pin  was  chained  to  the  tower,  the 
brake-bar  pin  fastened  to  the  brake-bar,  and 
the  pin  for  the  clutch  stand-jack  was  chained 
to  it.  This  keeps  the  pins  always  where  they 
are  to  be  used,  saves  time  and  prevents  loss  of 
the  pins." 


Owners  of  kiddie  rides  have  therein  the  potential 
source  of  the  winter  bank-roll,  a  fact  brought 
out  by  the  following  letter  from  a  kiddie-ride 
owner,  "I  had  the  little  Auto  Ride  working  in 
a  store  here  during  the  holiday  season.  My 
first  experience  and  proved  to  be  a  very  profit- 
able and  pleasant  one.  Rode  twenty-five 
thousand  children  at  three  cents  in  four  weeks. 
Although  the  store  was  not  the  largest  in  town, 
I  think  we  did  very  well." 
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N.  S.  Dispensa,  toeH  known  Ride  Oxvner 
of  Chicago 

The  above  picture  was  loaned  for  use  in  the 
NEWS  by  our  customer  N.  S.  Dispensa  of 
Chicago.  It  shows  our  good  friend  "Nick"  as 
he  appeared  some  years  ago  when  he  first 
started  his  experience  in  the  Amusement  busi- 
ness at  the  age  of  31  years  Elsewhere  in  this 
issue  we  show  a  picture  of  one  of  the  No.  5 
Wheels,  Kiddie  Auto  Ride  and  Merry-Go- 
Round  playing  a  neighborhood  celebration  in 
the  Chicago  territory. 

Sales  Manager  Ben  O.  Roodhouse  visited 
with  Mr.  Dispensa  in  Chicago  on  February 
28th  and  while  there  Mr.  Dispensa  placed  his 
order  for  a  1936  Model  Tilt-A-Whirl  complete 
with  all  latest  improvements  and  equipped  with 
an  ELI  Power  Unit.  This  new  Tilt-A-Whirl 
brings  the  list  of  ride  equipment  up  to  ten 
devices  operated  by  Mr.  Dispensa  and  his 
sons,  Joe,  John  and  Paul.    His  younger  sons, 


Anthony  and  "Nick"  Junior  are  growing  up  in 
the  business  and  when  old  enough  will  be 
taking  an  active  part. 

BIG  ELI'S  the  "Tops" 

"Just  finished  totaling  the  receipts  for  1935," 
writes  one  reader  of  the  NEWS.  "The  Wheels 
took  top  money  with  $8,552.40.  The  Tilt-A- 
Whirl  was  next  with  $8,483.20,  Swing  $5,859.25, 
Loop  $3,488.00  and  Kiddie  Auto  Ride  $2,414.00. 
Not  bad  considering  all  the  hard  weather  we 
had." 

*     *     * 

Strates  Buys  New  No.   5 

Manager  James  E.  Strates  of  the  Strates  Shows 
Corporation,  Elmira,  New  York  has  purchased 
a  new  1936  Model  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 
Shipment  was  made  from  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
April  2nd.  The  new  Wheel  is  equipped  with 
White  Enameled  Seats  and  Eli  Power  Unit. 
It  will  be  combined  with  another  No.  5  owned 
by  Mr.  Strates  to  form  a  Du-Plex  Unit. 

*  *     * 

Writes  our  friend  Harry  Dreibelbeis  from 
Warren,  Illinois:  "Received  the  Jan.-Feb. 
NEWS  today  and  it's  a  'honey'.  Plenty  of  real 
news  and  some  very  good  views.  I  had  one  of 
of  the  first  wood  light  stringers  put  on  a  Wheel ; 
used  it  about  eight  years  and  it  was  a  great 
saver  of  time  and  light  globes.  Will  open  about 
May  1st  and  play  my  old  territory." 

*  *     * 

Our  old-time  reader  Rucker  E.  Cranberry, 
Merry-Go-Round  owner  of  Tullahoma,  Ten- 
nessee sends  these  tidings:  "Short  time  ago 
made  inquiry  regarding  BIG  ELI  NEWS 
which  I  had  lost  sight  of  and  you  kindly  sent 
me  four  back  copies  which  I  read  from  cover 
to  back.  I'm  not  a  BIG  ELI  Owner,  but  I  have 
owned  and  operated  a  Merry-Go-Round  almost 
every  season  for  the  past  thirty-five  years.  In 
that  time  I've  learned  something  about  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  and  my  experience  shows  the  BIG 
ELI  and  Merry-Go-Round  are  still  the  two 
standard  rides. 

"I  read  your  article  relative  to  keeping  up 
the  rides  and  I  know  from  experience  that  it 
pays.  My  Merry-Go-Round  is  something  of 
a  record-breaker  for  age.  It  is  a  No.  1  riding 
gallery  equipped  with  a  two-cylinder  steam 
engine  and  will  be  thirty-five  years  old  this 
fall.  Your  NEWS  is  a  real  help  to  ride-men. 
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Mrs.  York  Buys  New  Wheel 

Mrs.  Marion  J.  York  is  a  late  purchaser  of  a 
new  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  This  is  a  1936  Model 
No.  5,  complete  with  Eli  Power  Unit  and  will 
be  used  on  the  Midway  of  Molly's  American 
Amusement  Shows  in  New  England  territory. 
Shipment  will  be  made  late  in  April. 

*  *     * 

One  BIG  ELI  Owner,  after  reading  the  Oper- 
ator's Page  in  the  January- February  issue  of  the 
NEWS  relative  to  re-roping  the  wood-rims, 
has  the  following  comment  to  make:  "A  good 
part  of  the  cable-slipping,"  he  writes,  "is 
because  Wheel  Owners  make  their  own  wood 
rims  instead  of  buying  them  from  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory.  I've  seen  several  of  these  home 
made  wood-rims  and  I've  never  found  one  yet 
that  has  a  groove  cut  in  the  side  to  hold  the 
ropes  in.  I  know  of  one  Wheel  equipped  with 
such  blocks.  Some  are  packed  with  half-inch 
rope,  some  with  three-quarter  inch  rope  and 
some  with  one  inch  rope,  and  no  matter  what 
precautions  the  operator  uses  the  ropes  just 
will  not  stay  put.  If  these  Wheel  Owners  used 
genuine  BIG  ELI  wood-rims  and  roped  them 
regularly  with  the  right  size  of  rope  they  would 
get  much  better  service  from  their  drive-cables." 

*  *     * 

"Received  the  NEWS  a  few  days  ago,"  writes 
R.  O.  Couch,  of  Monteith,  Iowa,  "and  as  usual 
I  am  glad  to  get  it.  We  closed  about  the  middle 
of  October  last  year  with  a  fair  season,  but 
we're  going  in  for  a  better  season  in  1936  and 
from  the  talk  I  hear  at  some  of  the  fair  meetings 
everyone  is  looking  for  better  business  this 
year." 

One  thing  our  friend  Couch  can  count  on  is 
the  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  with  ELI  Power 
Unit.  This  is  a  winning  combination  that  has 
been  with  him  and  for  him  since  1922. 


D.  S.  Dudley  writes  from  Mankins,  Texas  that 
he  has  been  painting  and  overhauling  his  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  and  other  equipment  getting  ready 
for  the  1936  opening  which  will  take  place  as 
soon  as  good  weather  arrives. 

We've  talked  with  a  number  of  Ride-Men  this 
spring  and  the  old  spirit  of  optimism  is  running 
high.  Concerning  the  outlook  for  1936 
the  following  comment  is  characteristic.  "The 
new  year  is  well  on  its  way,"  writes  one  cus- 
tomer, "and  we've  started  to  get  up  steam  for 
what  we  believe  will  be  the  best  season  in  a 
number  of  years.  There  seems  to  be  a  lot  of 
money  floating  around  our  town.  I  have  just 
returned  from  a  trip  upstate  where  I  found 
conditions  looking  good.  We  have  practically 
the  same  line-up  of  spots  with  possibly  a  few 
changes,  and  it  seems  good  to  feel  that  we  are 
really  going  to  do  well  this  summer." 

J.  W.  (Daddy)  Hildreth 

J.  W.  Hildreth  known  to  his  friends  as  "Daddy" 
passed  away  January  23  at  Kingsland,  Arkan- 
sas, at  the  age  of  about  60  years.  He  was 
general  agent  of  the  Clyde  R.  Leggette  Shows 
and  in  past  years  operated  his  own  company, 
the  Dixieland  Shows.  We  first  became  ac- 
quainted with  him  in  1923  when  he  purchased 
a  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  He  was  an  ideal  customer, 
of  retiring,  quiet  nature  and  possessed  many 
likeable  qualities  that  will  make  him  greatly 
missed  by  those  who  knew  him.  He  is  survived 
by  his  widow  and  one  son.  Funeral  services 
and  burial  took  place  January  25  at  Kingsland. 


George  Beck  writes  us  he  will  operate  the  No. 
5  with  the  Art  Thomas  Attractions  again  in 
1936,  making  his  sixth  consecutive  year  with 
Mr.  Thomas. 


MR.     RIDE     OWNER: 

ONE  Logical  Solution: 

to  the  problem  of  making  better  net  profit  is  to  lower 

necessary  expenses. 
A  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer: 

will  reduce  your  transportation  costs  to  the  minimum. 
A  Profitable  Investment: 

make  money  by  saving  money.     Let  us  explain  the  BIG 

ELI  Method  of  reducing  moving  costs. 
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One  of  the  Dispznsa  Ride  Units  operated  in  Chicrgo  territory 


W.  T.  McNally  Buys  Two  BIG  ELI 
Semi-Trailers 

BIG  ELI  Owner  W.  T.  McNally,  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  is  the  latest  member  of  the 
BIG  ELI  family  to  purchase  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailer  equipment.  Two  standard  units,  a  24- 
foot  and  a  20-foot  are  scheduled  to  leave  the 
factory  the  latter  part  of  April.  Mr.  McNally 
owns  two  No.  5  Wheels,  the  first  was  purchased 
in  1921.  He  knows  the  reliability  of  BIG 
ELI  Products. 

*     *     * 


Ray  Marsh  Brydon  Adds  Two  More 
BIG   ELI   Units 

That  fast-moving  Owner  and  Manager  of  Rice 
Brothers'  Circus,  Ray  Marsh  Brydon,  arrived 
at  the  BIG  ELI  factory  the  afternoon  of  April 
2nd  with  two  new  Chevrolet  tractors  and  drove 
away  the  same  day  with  two  specially  built 
Semi-Trailers.  One  is  a  20-foot  drop-frame  job 
for  hauling  elephants,  the  other  a  24-foot  drop- 
frame  unit  for  horses  and  ponies.  Ray  says  the 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  can  "take  it"  when  it 
comes  to  fast,  hard  moving  like  that  required 
on  the  motorized  circus. 


Edw.  Hock  Buys  Another  BIG  ELI 
Semi-Trailer 

Edward  Hock,  well-known  concession  operator, 
of  Chicago,  arrived  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
March  31,  bringing  Mr.  James  Green  and  our 
old  friend  Billy  Davison.  Mr.  Hock  took  de- 
livery of  a  standard  24-foot  unit,  which  was 
driven  back  to  Caruthersville  by  Mr.  Green. 
Billy  Davison  drove  back  a  24-foot  unit  pur- 
chased by  Imperial  Shows  and  loaded  with  a 
No.  5  Wheel  leased  from  Mrs.  Lucena  Frailey 
to  the  Imperial  Shows  for  the  1936  season. 


*     *     * 

New  No.  5  for 
Mrs.  Margie  Kennedy  Wood 

Scheduled  for  shipment  late  in  April  in  time 
for  the  opening  in  Idaho  territory  early  in  May 
is  a  No.  5  DeLuxe  Model  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
contracted  for  by  Mrs.  Margie  Kennedy  Wood. 
This  No.  5  is  equipped  with  White  Enameled 
seats,  gold-leafed  scrolls  and  ELI  Power  Unit. 
Mrs.  Wood  already  has  a  7-car  Tilt-A-Whirl 
and   Merry-Go-Round. 
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James  Helms,  BIG  ELI  Operator  is  back  at 
Eastwood  Park,  Detroit,  Michigan  where  he 
has  the  No.  5  Wheel  completely  redecorated 
for  the  1936  season. 

*  *  * 
G.  C.  and  Frances  Crowley  were  with  us  for  a 
most  enjoyable  visit  March  29th.  Everything 
is  in  readiness  for  the  opening  of  Crowley's 
United  Shows.  Mrs.  Crowley  is  the  proud 
owner  of  a  new  1936  Model  DeLuxe  Covered 
Wagon  Living  Trailer,  which  provides  modern 
home  conveniences  for  use  while  on  the  road 
this  summer. 

Milton  Ellis,  Operator  of  the  No.  16  Wheel  at 
Riverview  Beach,  Pennsville,  N.  J.  advises 
Manager  Acton  is  making  extensive  improve- 
ments at  Riverview.  The  No.  16  is  to  receive 
a  new  location  and  Mr.  Ellis  promises  us  a 
picture  of  the  Wheel  as  soon  as  erected  and  in 
operation.  You  other  Park  Operators,  send  in 
some  pictures,  too. 


WANTED! 

Copies  of  our  magazine  THE  OPTIMIST 
issued  in  May,  September  and  November, 
1916.  We  will  pay  50c  each  for  these 
single  copies.  A  special  use  for  these  issues 
prompts  us  to  make  this  request. 

Address:  The  Editor,  BIG  ELI  NEWS, 
Jacksonville,  Illinois. 


J.  S.  Bullock  Buys  Another  Semi-Trailer 

A  new  20-foot  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer,  finished 
in  Vermillion  and  black,  left  the  BIG  ELI 
factory  April  3rd  consigned  to  the  J.  S.  Bullock 
Amusement  Enterprises  operating  in  Georgia 
territory.  This  is  the  second  20-foot  unit  for 
Mr.  Bullock.  He  knows  the  convenience  and 
economy  of  BIG  ELI  transportation  equipment. 


BOOKING    LISTS 


TTHE  following  Amusement  Park  and  Carnival  organizations  have  indicated  their  interest  in 
^  booking  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  for  the  1936  season.  All  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Owners  who  have  a  Wheel 
available  for  booking  are  requested  to  write  us  for  additional  information  in  regard  to  any  of  the 
locations  here  listed.  This  service  carries  no  charge  and  is  rendered  in  a  spirit  of  co-operation  to 
the  owners  of  BIG  ELI  Wheels  and  to  the  Managers  of  these  Amusement  organizations. 


1.  Idora  Park  (Ohio) 

2.  Kyle  All-American  Shows  (N.  Y.) 

3.  Ray's  Amusement  Co.  (Minn.) 

4.  Ellman  Amusement  Co.  (Wis.) 

5.  Spring  Brook  Park  (Penna.) 

6.  Edgewater  Park  (Mich.) 

7.  Sea  Breeze  Park  (N.  Y.) 

8.  Twin  Lakes  Park  (111.) 

9.  Olympia  Park  (Penna.) 

10.  Rube's  Beach  &  Park  (Ky.) 

11.  Pleasure  Beach  Park  (Conn.) 


12.  Crescent  Park  Am.  Co.  (R.  I.) 

13.  Corey  Greater  Shows  (Penna.) 

14.  Columbia  Park  (N.  J.) 

15.  Cedar  Point  on  Lake  Erie  (Ohio) 

16.  Newton  Lake  Park  (Penna.) 

17.  Tri  State  Amusement  Co.  (Iowa) 

18.  Avon  Park  (111.) 

19.  Lake  Winola  Park  (Penna.) 

20.  H.  Bantley  Shows  (Penna.)  (Bought-No.5) 

21.  Cook  County  Fair  Grounds  (111.) 

22.  High  Point  Municipal  Park  (N.  C.) 


The  following  Amusement  Park  and  Carnival  organizations  have  indicated  their  interest  in 
booking  a  Tilt-A-Whirl  for  the  1936  season.  All  Ride-Men  who  have  Tilt-A- Whirls  available  for 
Booking  please  write  for  additional  information  regarding  these  locations. 


1.  Kyle  All-American  Shows  (N.  Y.) 

2.  Spring  Brook  Park  (Penna.) 

3.  Sea  Breeze  Park  (N.  Y.) 

4.  Twin  Lakes  Park  (111.) 

5.  Olympia  Park  (Penna.) 

6.  Rube's  Beach  &  Park  (Ky.) 

7.  Pleasure  Beach  Park  (Conn.) 

8.  Crescent  Park  Amuse.  Co.  (R.  I.) 

9.  Corey  Greater  Shows  (Penna.) 
10.  Christ  United  Shows  (Penna.) 


11.  Tri-State  Amusement  Co.  (Iowa) 

12.  Newton  Lake  Park  (Penna.) 

13.  King's  United  Shows  (111.) 

14.  Avon  Park  (111.) 

15.  Lake  Winola  Park  (Penna.) 

16.  H.  Bantley  Shows  (Pa.) 

17.  Flint  Park  (Mich.) 

18.  Cook  County  Fair  Grounds  (111.) 

19.  High  Point  Municipal  Park  (N.  C.) 

20.  J.  R.  Edwards  Attractions  (Ohio) 
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A  bi-monthly  magazine  for  the  benefit  of  those 
interested  in  the  riding  device  business.  "BIG 
ELI"  is  our  registered  trade-mark,  hence  BIG 
ELI  NEWS  is  protected  by  the  use  of  the  words 
"BIG  ELI".  A  magazine  supporting  clean 
amusements,  published  in  the  interest  of  ELI 
BRIDGE  COMPANY,  Jacksonville,  Illinois, 
U.    S.    A.,    Builders   of   BIG    ELI    Products. 
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L.  L.  SULLIVAN Secretary-Treasurer 

BEN  0.  ROODHOUSE Sales  Manager 

EDITORIAL 

ipROM  a  magazine  coming  to  our  desk  each 
month  we  have  received  some  worth  while 
thoughts.  This  publication,  Ediphone  Voice 
Writing  is  edited  by  our  friend  Walter  Dandie. 
With  permission  we  give  you  his  fine  statements 
titled  "Musings  of  1936." 

"It  is  not  good  for  man  that  his  life  should 
be  all  joy  and  prosperity.  The  lands  which 
only  know  sunshine  and  never  rain  become 
deserts. 

"Nor  is  it  good  for  man  that  his  life  should 
be  all  sorrow  and  disappointment.  The  lands 
which  are  never  visited  by  warm  sunshine 
become  frozen  and  barren  like  the  north  pole. 

"It  takes  both  rain  and  sunshine  to  make  a 
rainbow.  If  life  is  to  be  rounded  and  many 
colored  like  the  rainbow,  both  joy  and  sorrow 
must  come  to  it. 

"Standing  at  the  beginning  of  1936,  therefore, 
and  looking  back  over  the  past  year,  we  may 
be  grateful  not  only  for  our  joys,  but  also  for 
our  sorrows.  And  we  may  face  the  coming  year 
with  confidence,  knowing  that  life  in  the  main 
is  wonderfully  balanced  and  that  any  dark 
days  we  may  have  will  be  followed,  as  surely 
as  day  follows  night,  by  bright  and  shining 
mornings." 

These  well  spoken  statements  set  us  to 
thinking  of  many  souls  who  have  foregone 
pleasures  to  help  others  and  by  their  sacrifices 


have  become  bigger,  broader,  more  valuable 
to  humanity. 

My  minister  friend  in  a  recent  sermon  used 
this  illustration. 

"Many  times  I  have  seen  a  Son  or  Daughter 
sacrifice  personal  ambitions  and  assured  success 
in  a  chosen  vocation,  to  spend  the  best  years  of 
life  providing  care  and  necessities  for  parents 
in  their  afflictions  or  in  their  declining  years. 
They  surrender  with  no  complaint,  hope  of 
completing  preparations  for  a  successful  career 
or  continuing  in  an  assured  position  with 
promised  promotion  and  honor. 

"In  this  country  there  is  a  woman  who  by 
natural  and  acquired  ability  is  an  artist.  Her 
artistic  ability  has  been  recognized  by  artists 
of  other  lands.  She  has  what  the  world  calls 
'creative  ability'.  An  attractive,  charming 
personality,  and  genuine  Christian  character. 
She  gave  up  her  work  and  returned  to  a  small 
town  humble  home  to  care  for  her  aged  and 
dependent  parents.  Some  one  asked  her  why 
she  did  not  take  her  parents  to  Chicago,  New 
York  City,  or  some  other  art  center  where  she 
could  support  them  properly  and  at  the  same 
time  carry  on  her  career.  She  replied,  "My 
parents  are  aged,  they  would  be  dissatisfied 
there.  They  prefer  to  remain  in  this  little  com- 
munity where  they  have  always  lived."  This 
talented  woman,  now  past  middle  life,  remains 
contented  with  her  parents,  ministering  to  their 
many  necessities.  She  has  given  up  all  thought 
of  establishing  a  home  of  her  own.  She  has 
revealed  the  finest  heroism.  Who  will  say  she 
has  not  painted  pictures  that  will  outlast  and 
out-influence  those  which  are  painted  on 
canvas?" 

I  think  of  a  friend  who  has  spent  many 
months  caring  for  an  aged  blind  father.  Sacri- 
ficing many  pleasures,  many  well  founded 
desires  because  of  great  devotion  for  the 
parent.  This  friend  grieved  for  days  because 
other  members  of  the  family  recently  desired 
to  place  the  father  in  a  home  for  the  aged. 
What  a  great  sacrifice  this  person  has  made, 
and  is  willing  to  continue  making  for  an 
afflicted  parent. 

These  simple  illustrations  are  repeated  many 
thousands  of  times  each  year.  Who  will  say 
that  they  who  give  the  best  years  of  their  lives 
for  others  are  not  broadened,  yes,  even  purified 
by  such  sacrifices?  HE  who  walked  this  earth 
but  a  brief  period  in  a  most  important  service 
very  aptly  used  these  words:  "It  is  more  blessed 
to  give  than  to  receive." 
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A  GOOD   INVESTMENT   FOR   1936 


The  1936  TILT-A-WHIRL  has  many  improvements  that  make  it  safer,  easier  to  handle 

and  more  attractive  than  the  older  models 


NEW  IMPROVEMENTS 

MORE  FLASH:  1— More  than  300  Electric 
Lamps.  2 — Chromium  plated  medal- 
lions, side  crestings  and  inside  cresting. 
3 — Flood  lights  to  illuminate  center 
cresting  that  turns  with  ride. 

EASIER  HANDLING:  Weight  of  Power 
Jack  reduced.  Power  Jack  now  requires 
40%  less  space.  Car  tubs  removable  from 
lower  frame  by  simple  sliding  motion. 
Car  canopies  removable.  These  im- 
provements save  space  when  moving. 

SAFER:  New  Car-Pivot-Pin  with  protec- 
tive cap.  New  individual  car  brakes 
applied  to  the  back  wheels  when  lap  rail 
bar  is  raised.  Safety  latches  on  car 
canopy  tops. 


BETTER  BUSINESS  AHEAD 

In  1935,  where  weather  conditions  were  at 
all  favorable  TILT-A-WHIRLS  enjoyed  a 
most  satisfactory  increase  in  business  over 
the  year  before. 

A  TILT-A-WHIRL  in  Chicago  territory 
grossed  $2,560.00  in  19  weeks  in  1934.  In 
1935,  in  18  weeks  it  grossed  $4,483.00  which 
is  an  average  of  $137.00  per  week  increase. 
The  outlook  is  much  better  now  than  it 
was  in  1935  and  we  believe,  with  weather 
favorable,  that  TILT-A-WHIRLS  will 
show  a  very  satisfactory  increase  of  gross 
business  in  1936.  For  that  reason  the  new 
TILT-A-WHIRL  is  a  good  investment  as  a 
dividend-paying  riding  device. 


WRITE  FOR  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION.    LET  US  EXPLAIN  THE  BIG  ELI  TIME 
PAYMENT  METHOD  OF  BUYING  THE  NEW  TILT-A-WHIRL 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Selling     Agents 


JACKSONVILLE 


ILLINOIS 
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BIG  ELI  TALKS 
AN   ATTRACTIVE   MONEY-GETTING   KIDDIE   RIDE 


The  complete 

Midway  must  have 

some  attractions 

for  the 
smaller  children. 

A  Baby  ELI  Wheel 

is  the 

profitable  solution 

to  this  problem. 


\T^ELL  do  we  remember  the  designing  and 
^^  completion  of  the  first  BABY  ELI  Wheel. 
This  came  about  upon  the  insistent  demand  of 
the  late  Johnny  J.  Jones.  He  wrote  his  friend 
W.  E.  Sullivan  that  for  several  years  he  had 
operated  some  temporarily  built  wooden  kiddie 
rides  that  had  been  highly  successful.  Mr. 
Jones  insisted  he  needed  more  permanently 
constructed  portable  kiddie  rides  that  were  just 
like  larger  adult  rides  of  their  kind. 

Mr.  Sullivan  demanded  of  our  Engineering 
Department  that  no  make-shift  BABY  ELI 
Wheel  was  good  enough,  it  must  be  as  near  like 
BIG  ELI  as  possible  to  build  it.  Sturdily 
constructed  seats,  steel  wheel  frame,  inter- 
changeable features  and  above  all,  a  SAFE 
RIDE. 


When  the  first  BABY  ELI  was  shipped  to 
Mr.  Jones  in  October,  1923,  he  complimented  us 
upon  its  construction  and  while  there  have  been 
numerous  improvements  added  to  the  BABY 
ELI  since,  it  contains  the  same  general  ap- 
pearance as  No.  1,  which  is  now  in  service  on 
the  Max  Gruberg  Shows. 

These  little  Wheels  have  since  appeared  on 
many  Midways  and  in  various  amusement  parks 
throughout  the  country.  The  Wheel  appearing 
in  the  photograph  with  this  article  is  the  prop- 
erty of  J.  T.  McClellan  and  will  for  the  coming 
season  operate  regularly  with  Mr.  McClellan's 
Baby  Merry-Go-Round  on  the  Imperial  Shows. 
Mr.  McClellan  has  operated  these  children's 
rides  for  a  number  of  years  in  connection  with 
his  larger  amusement  equipment. 
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Sol's  Liberty  Shows  at  their  celebrations 
carry  W.  K.  Davison's  BABY  ELI  Wheel  and 
Baby  Merry-Go-Round.  The  Barker  Shows 
feature  the  BABY  ELI  at  the  head  of  their 
Midway. 

The  latest  BABY  ELI  Wheel  to  leave  the 
factory  was  shipped  on  January  6,  1936  to  Mrs. 
Frances  B.  Crowley,  Crowley's  United  Shows. 
Mrs.  Crowley  will  have  several  children's  rides, 
including  her  Allan  Herschell  Kiddie  Auto 
Ride  and  the  new  BABY  ELI. 

Owner  Ed  Corey  reports  his  BABY  ELI 
entirely  successful,  located  near  the  No.  5 
Wheel  and  says  many  little  folks  ride  the 
BABY  ELI  at  picnics  and  celebrations. 

At  A  Century  of  Progress  Chicago  World's 
Fair,  BABY  ELI  carried  124,955  children  in 
one  season  from  May  26  to  October  30.  Many 
days  the  little  Wheel  earned  $250.00  at  5c  per 
ride.   Income  by  months  was  as  follows: 

May $  97.45 

June 966.55 

July 1286.55 

August 1636.55 

September 1046.15 

October 721.60 


Measuring  15  ft.  7} 2  in.  high,  carrying  six 
miniature  BIG  ELI  Seats,  with  a  total  capacity 
of  from  12  to  18  children  per  trip,  BABY  ELI 
only  requires  a  2  h.p.  electric  motor  to  operate. 
Equipped  with  electric  brushes  and  rings, 
strand  of  electric  lights,  all  tool  equipment  to 
erect  and  operate,  motor  and  open  type  ticket 
box.  Seats  are  protected  by  individual  crates, 
and  protection  covers.  With  full  equipment 
the  Wheel  weighs  only  2594  lbs.  The  framework 
is  of  all  steel  and  can  be  erected  by  two  men 
in  a  very  short  time. 

Consider  a  BABY  ELI  Wheel  for  your  cele- 
bration season  of  1936,  it  will  give  an  added 
touch  to  your  Midway  and  please  the  little 
folks.  Best  of  all,  the  returns  you  secure  from 
your  investment  should  be  satisfactory  and 
you  will  learn  from  experience  that  BABY  ELI 
like  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  if  given  proper  care  is 
ready  for  many  years  of  satisfactory  service. 

Yours  for  safe,  money-getting  Kiddie  Rides, 

Ben.  O.  Roodhouse 
Sales  Manager. 


$5754.85 


PROFIT   INSURANCE 

Something  new?  No,  just  the  wise  precaution  of  carrying  an  extra 
drive  cable  along  to  have  when  it's  badly  needed.  A  few  hours  lost 
on  a  big  day  may  cost  you  many  times  more  than  the  price  of  the 
extra  drive  cable. 

FOLLOWING  PRICES  F.  O.  B.  JACKSONVILLE 

Baby  ELI  Drive  Cable  (No.  6) $13.60 

No.  5  Drive  Cable 24.30 

No.  12  Drive  Cable 25.75 

No.  16  BIG  ELI  Drive  Cable 28.95 

WRITE,  TELEGRAPH  or  PHONE  your  order.  All  drive  cables 
shipped  the  same  day  we  receive  your  order. 
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The  Aristocrat  No.  16  BIG   ELI  Wheel 


No  matter  where 

operated  the  No.  16 

BIG   ELI  Wheel 

is  certain  to  enjoy 

profitable  patronage 

and  popularity 

with  the  lovers 

of  clean^  wholesome 

amusement. 

The  No.  16 
is  the  largest 

BIG  ELI  Wheel 
available  for 

Park  operation. 


nro  MEET  the  demand  for  an  extra  large 
-^  size  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  No.  16  measuring  55 
ft.  2%  in.  high  (and  as  its  name  indicates, 
carries  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel  seats)  was  designed 
in  the  winter  of  1921.  This  Wheel  was  mostly 
intended  for  large  parks  and  amusement  resorts 
as  a  permanent  attraction,  but  in  some  cases 
it  has  also  been  featured  as  a  portable  ride 
where  it  has  proved  highly  successful. 

The  first  finished  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
left  our  factory  in  March,  1922  for  St.  Louis, 
Missouri.  This  Wheel  is  still  in  active  service 
as  a  portable  ride,  being  operated  each  season 
in  and  near  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 


No.  16  BIG  ELI  has  proved  a  profitable 
attraction  in  amusement  parks  throughout  the 
country.  In  Norumbega  Park,  Auburndale, 
Massachusetts;  Pennsville,  New  Jersey;  the 
Boardwalk,  Wildwood,  New  Jersey;  Idlewild 
Park,  Ligonier,  Pennsylvania;  Springlake  Park, 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma;  Jantzen  Beach 
Park,  Portland,  Oregon,  Chutes  at  the  Beach, 
San  Francisco,  California;  and  the  Wheel  in 
the  accompanying  photograph  at  Forest  Park 
Highlands,  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

In  the  spring  of  1934,  the  second  year  of  A 
Century  of  Progress  Chicago  World's  Fair, 
Duplex  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheels  were  erected 
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and  operated  by  Century  Ferris  Wheels,  Inc. 
and  these  Wheels  during  the  celebration  season 
of  1935  were  operated  portably  on  the  Beck- 
mann  &  Gerety  Shows,  finishing  the  season  and 
going  to  Winter  Quarters  at  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

These  Duplex  BIG  ELI  Wheels  will  operate 
in  1936  at  the  Texas  Centennial  Celebration  in 
Dallas,  where  they  will  be  under  the  supervision 
of  Mr.  Harry  A.  lUions  who  is  long  experienced 
in  the  riding  device  business. 

A  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel  was  recently  sold 
to  Mr.  F.  E.  Gooding,  of  Gooding  Greater 
Shows  to  be  shipped  June  1,  1936  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio  as  one  of  the  attractions  at  the  Great 
Lakes  Exposition  opening  in  Cleveland  on 
June  27th,  for  100  days.  This  DeLuxe  Model 
No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel  will  carry  white  enamel 
seats  with  scroll  decorations,  many  electric 
lights  for  a  flashy  and  very  attractive  amuse- 
ment ride. 

For  a  number  of  years  Beckmann  &  Gerety 
Shows  have  carried  a  single  No.  16  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  and  last  year  beginning  their  celebration 
season  this  large  amusement  company  operated 
3-in-line  No.  16  BIG  ELI's  and  we  understand 
will  continue  that  practice  in  1936.  The  manage- 
ment of  Beckmann  &  Gerety  Shows  advise 
that  their  experience  with  these  No.  16  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  was  highly  successful  at  their 
celebration  season  last  year. 


BIG  ELI  Wheel  Operator  Frank  Bittle, 
during  conversation  with  the  Writer  at  the 
Illinois  State  Fair  in  Springfield,  August  1935, 
informed  me  he  hoped  some  day  to  own  a 
No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel  for  operation  at  cele- 
brations. Frank  believes  it  would  be  a  wonderful 
attraction  repeating  over  territory  where  a 
smaller  Wheel  had  always  been  in  action. 
Frank's  statements  were  these:  "The  great 
height,  extra  seats  and  more  lights  on  a  No. 
16  BIG  ELI  will  certainly  catch  the  eye  of  the 
people  and  get  plenty  of  business.  If  I  owned  a 
Wheel  it  would  be  nothing  but  a  No.  16."  A 
statement  coming  from  a  long  experienced 
Wheel  Operator  like  Mr.  Bittle  carries  con- 
siderable weight.  His  reasons  are  logical  and 
we  hope  some  day  Frank  can  realize  his  ambi- 
tion to  own  and  operate  a  No.  16  BIG  ELI 
Wheel.  At  the  time  of  our  conversation  he  was 
in  charge  of  No.  16  Wheels  with  the  Beckmann 
&  Gerety  Shows  during  their  celebration  season 
of  1935. 

*     *     * 

Should  you  have  a  Park  or  celebration 
location  for  a  majestic  ride  that  has  fine 
appearance,  plenty  of  flash  and  real  money- 
getting  capacity  and  interest,  consider  a  No. 
16  BIG  ELI.  We  will  be  glad  to  give  you  full 
information  and  prices,  telling  you  how  by 
furnishing  satisfactory  references  you  can  buy 
one  of  these  attractions  on  time  payment 
contract  basis.  Ask  for  full  information.  There 
is  no  obligation. 


ELECTRIC     LAMPS 

Genuine  Grade  "A"  GENERAL  ELECTRIC  Edison  Mazdas— the  dependable, 
sturdy  kind  that  saves  you  money  in  the  long  run.  The  following  prices  include 
transportation  paid  to  destination  instructed  in  your  order. 

ALL  LAMPS  SHIPPED  THE  SAME  DAY  YOUR  ORDER  IS  RECEIVED 

(120  LAMPS  IN  CARTON)  Price  per 

Size  and  Type  Carton 

15  Watt,  Inside  Frosted $16.50 

23  Watt,  St.  Railway  Type,  clear 24.00 

25  Watt,  Inside  Frosted 16.50 

40  Watt,  Inside  Frosted 16.50 

50  Watt,  Inside  Frosted 16.50 

25  Watt,  Rugged  Mill  Type,  inside  frosted 17.00 

Order  NOW  from  the  above  list.  Flash  up  the  Rides  so  they  will  pay  you  better 
dividends.  The  money  paid  for  electric  lamps  comes  back  many  times  over  in 
the  form  of  better  business. 
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THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 

LOADING  THE  NO.  5  WHEEL  ON  A  20-FOOT 

SEMI-TRAILER 


This  picture  shows  hou)  a  Standard  No.  5  BIG  ELI  is  loaded  on  a  Standard  20-foot 
BIG  ELI  Semi'Trailer.     Additional  information  is  given  in  the  article  below. 


OEVERAL  operators  have  requested  informa- 
^  tion  regarding  the  best  method  of  loading 
the  Standard  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  on  a  20-foot 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer.  Below  we  give  the 
method  followed  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory,  and 
the  picture  reproduced  above  shows  a  20-foot 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  loaded  with  a  No.  5 
Wheel  using  the  plan  described  here. 

This  method  makes  a  compact  load  that  will 
ride  a  long  way  safely  and  distributes  the 
weight  proportionately  on  tractor  and  semi- 
trailer axles. 

Top  towers  laid  side-by-side  in  center  of 
trailer  floor  with  bearing  boxes  at  front  end 
and  against  front  panel  of  trailer.  Bottom 
towers  stacked  on  top  towers  at  front  with 
hinge-plates  nested.  Base  sections  placed 
toward  front,  two  on  each  side  of  towers,  then 
twelve  spokes  on  each  side  nested  on  floor.  On 
top  of  spokes  pile  rims,  cross-bars,  wind-  and 
knee-braces,  A-braces  and  evener  divided  into 
equal  loads  for  each  side.  Lumber  divided  into 
equal  loads  and  piled  on  top  of  steel  work. 


Make  platform  for  seats  above  steel  work, 
using  2  X  4's  crosswise  with  tower  sections  as 
center  support.  Stack  seats  in  three  stacks, 
two  seats  high  and  lengthwise  on  each  side  of 
trailer  at  outside.  Lay  run-boards  flat  on 
2  X  4's  between  seats  for  runway.  Ticket  office 
and  small  boxes  stacked  in  runway  between 
seats  at  front. 

Power  Unit  loaded  lengthwise  in  center  at 
back  of  trailer  with  platform  next  to  back  end 
of  towers  and  between  last  tier  of  seats.  Load- 
ing platform,  clutch,  drive  and  idler  sheaves 
loaded  in  one  back  corner,  hubs  on  floor  under 
engine  truck. 

*     *     * 

Our  old  friend  George  Dobbins,  long  experienced 
BIG  ELI  Operator  states  he  will  have  charge 
of  the  Four-in-Line  unit  of  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
which  will  be  featured  attractions  with  the 
Rubin  &  Cherry  Shows  this  year.  Doubling 
a  Du-Plex  is  proving  most  profitable  with  the 
larger  shows. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 


John  Starkey,  painter  of  carnival  equipment  ivith  a  job  recently  completed 

at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 


A  GOOD  many  of  our  readers  will  recognize 
■^^  the  above  gentleman  who  posed  for  this 
picture  among  samples  of  his  own  handiwork. 
He  is  that  widely  known  painter  of  Carnival 
Equipment,  John  Starkey,  who  was  with  us 
for  a  number  of  days,  putting  the  final  touches 
on  a  Merry-Go-Round  which  was  rebuilt  and 
re-decorated  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  for  a 
BIG  ELI  Customer. 

While  here  Mr.  Starkey  decorated  the  horses, 
chariots,  inside  cresting,  outside  cresting, 
medallions  and  other  parts  and  produced  a 
fine  job  with  which  our  customer  is  very  well 
pleased.  The  above  picture,  being  only  in  black 
and  white,  does  not  indicate  the  pleasing  blend 
of  colors  which  our  friend  John  has  accomplish- 
ed. You  should  see  these  in  their  true  colors, 
to  fully  appreciate  the  fact  that  "Starkey" 
knows  his  business. 

*  *     * 

Hal  and  Florence  Graham  were  with  us  on 
March  9th  for  a  brief  visit  while  enroute  from 
Mississippi  to  winter  quarters  in  Iowa,  where 
they  will  prepare  their  rides  for  the  1936 
season.   Here's  hoping  it's  a  winner. 

*  *     * 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  McClellan,  enroute  from 
Chicago  to  Carruthersville,  Missouri,  stopped 
off  for  a  visit  March  5.  Mr.  McClellan  has  the 
Cook  House  with  Sol's  Liberty  Shows,  having 
installed  his  equipment  on  a  BIG  ELI  Semi- 


Trailer  Chassis  some  time  ago.  Mrs.  McClel- 
land is  the  proud  owner  of  a  new  Covered 
Wagon  Trailer  in  which  they  will  make  their 
home  while  on  the  road  this  summer. 

*  *     * 

Oscar  Bloom  Buys  New  Tilt-A-Whirl 

One  of  the  first  purchasers  of  the  improved 
1936  Model  Tilt-A-Whirl  is  Oscar  Bloom, 
owner,  manager  of  Oscar  Bloom's  Gold  Medal 
Shows.  Mr.  Bloom  came  to  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  on  March  6  and  signed  contracts  for 
the  new  machine.  It  will  be  equipped  with  an 
ELI  Power  Unit  and  will  be  shipped  from  the 
Sellner  Manufacturing  Company  plant  at  Fari- 
bault, Minnesota  in  time  for  the  opening  spot 
of  the  1936  season  sometime  in  late  April. 

*  *     * 

Edward  A.  Hock,  of  Chicago,  called  at  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory  and  took  delivery  of  a  BIG 
ELI  Semi-Trailer  Chassis  on  March  9,  going 
from  here  to  Caruthersville,  Missouri  where  a 
body  will  be  built  on  the  chassis  and  used  for 
hauling  concession  stock  with  the  Imperial 
Shows,  Inc.,  this  summer. 

*  *     * 

C.  H.  Woolrich,  connected  with  Barney  Broth- 
ers Circus,  East  St.  Louis,  Illinois  called  at  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory  on  March  6. 


BIG    ELI    SEMI-TRAILERS 

BUILT    FOR    HARD    SERVICE 


A  Standard  20-foot  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  loaded  with  a  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 
This  is  the  safe,  dependable,  ECONOMICAL  way  to  move  Ride  and  Shotv  Equipment. 

SPECIFICATIONS  STANDARD  BIG  ELI  SEMI-TRAILERS 


LENGTH— 20  and  24  feet 

FRAME— 6-inch  Channels,  floor  sills  2x2- 
X  14  inch  angles,  truss  angles  1%  x  1^4- 
X  }4  inch — all  hot-riveted  to  main  frame. 

AXLE — Timken  tubular  4-inch,  64-inch 
tread. 

BEARINGS— Standard  Timken  Roller. 

SPRINGS— 3  X  %inch,  13-leaf  Silico-  Man- 
ganese Steel. 
LUBRICATION— Alemite 

WHEELS,  Budd  heavy  duty 

TIRES— 7:50  x  20  Balloons— Dual  or  32  x  6 

high  pressure. 
BRAKES— Bendix,    built-in    2^x16.    B-K 

Vacuum  Air  2  line  control  system. 


FIFTH  WHEEL— BIG  ELI  Ball  and  Socket, 
Malleable  with  29-inch  retaining  circle. 

STANDARD  BODY— Stake  Rack  67  inches 
high,  boxed  solid  21  inches,  then  4-inch 
slats  to  top.  Removable,  side,  rear  and 
front  panels. 

COLOR— Standard  finish  of  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailers  is  dark  green  on  body,  black  on 
Chassis.  Other  colors  will  be  furnished 
on  order. 

BRAKE  CONTROL— All  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailer  prices  include  Air-Brake  control 
valves  and  other  equipment  installed  on 
the  purchaser's  Tractor  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory. 

SPECIAL  BODIES— Designs  and  prices 
quoted  on  request. 


TIME  PAYMENT  TERMS  TO  THOSE  FURNISHING  SATISFACTORY 

CREDIT  REFERENCES 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Builders  of  Dependable  Products 
JACKSONVILLE ILLINOIS 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 
SOL'S     LIBERTY     SHOWS 


A  night  viexv  of  the  Midivay  of  SoVs  Liberty  Shows  taken  in  Jacksonville,  showing 
DuPlex  No.  5  Wheels,  Loop-the-Loop  and  Kiddie  Auto  Ride 


READERS,  meet  your  brother  member  of 
the  great  family  of  BIG  ELI  Wheel  owners. 
A  lot  of  you  have  met  him  personally  during 
his  wide  experience  in  the  Show  Business,  and 
to  those  of  you  who  haven't  let  us  say — this  is 
a  mighty  good  picture  of  Sam  Solomon,  Owner 
and  Manager  of  Sol's  Liberty  Shows,  Inc. 

We  have  known  him  for  the  past  twenty-five 
years,  as  general  agent  for  various  shows  and 
later  as  a  customer  when  he  started  his  own 
company.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  a  close 
friend  of  the  late  W.  E.  Sullivan.  We  are 
proud  to  say  he  is  a  satisfied  customer  of  Eli 
Bridge  Company  and  a  real  booster  for  BIG 
ELI  Products. 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  have  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Solomon  with  us  a  number  of  times  during  the 
week  of  April  27th  when  their  organization 
played  our  city  under  auspices  of  the  Jack- 


sonville Fire  Department.  The  week  was 
marred  by  bad  weather  and  the  lot  used  was 
not  large  enough  to  display  the  show  to  best 
advantage.  The  Shows  worked  behind  a  10c 
gate  and  featured  Captain  Hugo's  high  dive  as 
free  attraction. 

Among  the  rides  are:  Du-Plex  No.  5's, 
Merry-Go-Round,  Tilt-A-Whirl,  Chair-0-Plane, 
Lindy  Loop,  Kiddie  Auto,  3-unit  Loop-the- 
Loop  and  2-car  Loop-0-Plane.  A  Ridee-0  was 
added  later  and  Billy  Davison's  Baby  ELI  and 
Kiddie  Swing  will  be  put  on  for  the  fairs. 

A  public  address  system  is  used  for  the 
shows  including  the  Circus  Hippodrome, 
Hawaiian  Revue,  Minstrels,  Expose,  Ten-in- 
One  and  Fun  on  the  Farm. 

Mrs.  Solomon's  and  Mrs.  Lieberwitz's  Corn- 
Game  is  well  stocked  and  has  plenty  of  flash; 
uses  a  loud-speaker  system  and  provides  swivel 
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chairs  with  backs  for  the  patrons.  Harry 
Talley  has  the  Erie  Diggers  and  H.  McClellan 
the  Cook-House.  All  of  these  concessions  are 
moved  on  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers. 

Sam  Solomon  was  one  of  the  first  showmen 
to  motorize.  He  has  found  the  most  satis- 
factory and  economical  service  is  to  be  had 
from  a  six-wheel  unit  of  the  Semi-Trailer  type 
using  a  light  weight  tractor.  He  is  rapidly 
standardizing  on  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  units 
because  they  are  designed  to  haul  big  loads  with 
light  weight  tractors  resulting  in  more  eco- 
nomical operation. 

Part  of  his  trailer  equipment  is  shown  on 
Page  44  of  this  issue  of  the  NEWS.  Most  of 
these  units  are  BIG  ELI's,  including  a  new  one 
just  driven  out  of  our  factory  and  placed  in  the 
line-up.  Tractors  are  finished  cream  and  red, 
trailers  are  aluminum  and  red. 

A  second  company,  the  Imperial  Shows,  Inc., 
was  launched  this  season  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Solomon  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edw.  A.  Hock  as 
incorporators.  Lew  Marcuse  is  Manager.  J.  T. 
McClelland  has  the  rides,  11  in  number  in- 
cluding 3  kiddie  rides.  The  Imperial  Shows 
are  completely  motorized,  including  6  BIG  ELI 
semi-trailer  units. 

In  recent  seasons  Sam  Solomon  has  confined 
his  activities  to  the  Middle  West.  In  this 
territory  Sol's  Liberty  Shows  have  become  well 
known  as  an  up-to-date,  smooth-working,  fast- 
moving  and  fully  motorized  organization 
furnishing  clean,  wholesome  high-class  amuse- 
ment to  the  communities  where  it  plays. 

*  *     * 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  visit  again  with  our  old- 
time  friends  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  McGregor 
who  called  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  on  May 
15th  while  the  McGregor  shows  were  located  at 
Pittsfield,  Illinois.  They  were  accompanied  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Knox. 

Mr.  McGregor  came  to  Roodhouse,  Illinois 
when  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  was  located  there 
and  bought  his  1919  Model  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheel.  This  machine  is  still  a  feature  attraction 
with  the  McGregor  Shows. 

*  *     * 

All  the  friends  of  that  old-time  BIG  ELI 
Owner  C.  E.  (Dad)  Wood  will  be  glad  to 
hear  that  he  is  recovering  nicely  from  a  serious 
injury  caused  when  he  was  struck  by  a  truck 
while  crossing  a  street  at  Maud,  Oklahoma. 
He  has  left  St.  Anthony's  Hospital,  Oklahoma 
City  and  returned  to  Maud,  where  he  makes 
his  home  at  the  Magnolia  Hotel. 


J.  S.  Bullock  and  Harry  Small  of  Small  & 

Bullock  Amusement  Company 

(See  story  next  page) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Wyrick,  Chair-0-Plane 
Owners  of  Cascade,  Iowa  visited  here  on  May 
23,  accompanied  by  operator  Mr.  Diamond. 
They  have  joined  with  Wayne  Hale,  BIG 
ELI  Owner  of  Iowa  to  play  as  an  independent 
Ride  Company. 

*     *     * 

No.  16  to  England 

The  first  large  size  BIG  ELI  Wheel  to  be 
shipped  to  the  continent  of  Europe  left  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory  on  April  21st,  destined  for 
Blackpool  Pleasure  Beach,  Blackpool,  England. 

The  shipment  consisted  of  32  boxes  and 
bundles  having  a  gross  weight  of  22,204  lbs. 
The  heaviest  box  weighed  1494  lbs.  The 
largest  boxes  were  the  four  containing  the 
seats.  Each  weighed  918  lbs.  contained  approxi- 
mately 91  cubic  feet  of  space  and  held  four 
standard  BIG  ELI  Seats. 

Unusually  fast  time  was  made  by  the  Wabash 
and  Lehigh  Valley  Railways  who  handled  the 
car  from  Jacksonville  to  Jersey  City.  Actual 
time  was  66  hours  and  30  minutes  from  our 
factory  to  steamer  side  at  Jersey  City.  Ship- 
ment cleared  on  the  S.  S.  Scythia  on  April 
25th  to  Liverpool. 

Word  recently  received  from  officials  of 
Blackpool  Pleasure  Beach,  Inc.  indicates  the 
Wheel  arrived  in  good  time  and  in  good  condi- 
tion. It  was  erected  and  in  operation  for  the 
great  Whitsuntide  Celebrations,  a  big  celebra- 
tion event  in  England  which  is  held  40  days 
after  Easter  Sunday. 
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Two  ^\G  ^lA  Semi'Trailers  help  keep  the  Small  &  Bullock  Amusement  Company 

on  the  move 


J.  S.  Bullock  of  the  Small  and  Bullock  Amuse- 
ment Enterprises  kindly  obliged  with  this 
picture.  The  two  semi-Trailers  are  stand- 
ard 20-foot  BIG  ELI's.  One  was  added  in  1935 
and  a  new  one  in  the  spring  of  1936.  In  the 
picture  on  page  35  is  our  good  friend  Johnnie 
and  his  partner  Harry  Small.  They  are  up-and- 
coming  amusement  men  and  are  making  a 
success  of  their  Amusement  Company  in 
southern  territory. 

*     *     * 

RIDE  MEN!  BE  SURE  TO  READ  THE 
CONTEST  ANNOUNCEMENT  ON  PAGE 
41.  THERE  IS  A  NEW  CONTEST  .  .  .  FOR 
DUPLEX  \nc.  EM  WHEELS  THIS  YEAR. 

+     *     + 

William  S.  Wells  Gets  BIG   ELI 

April  29  was  a  busy  day  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory.  Our  boys  were  loading  a  No.  5  in  a 
freight  car  for  shipment  to  Idaho;  when  into 
the  office  walked  William  S.  Wells  of  Hazel  Park, 
Michigan  who  said  his  trailer  was  parked  on 
the  south  side  of  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  and  he 
wanted  his  No.  5  Wheel.  Now,  Mr.  Wells 
arrived  a  day  ahead  of  time,  we  had  planned  on 
loading  his  Wheel  out  on  the  30th.  It  was  all 
painted,  and  our  boys  sailed  into  the  job  and 
about  5:30  on  Wednesday,  the  29th,  Mr. 
Wells  and  his  driver,  Kenneth  Hall,  pulled 
away  from  the  BIG  ELI  Factory. 

"We  arrived  in  Carnegie  Thursday  night," 
he  advised  later,  "Everything  came  through  in 
fine  shape." 

The  No.  5  and  Mr.  Wells'  Miniature  Autos  are 


booked  with  the  Harry  H.  Winters  Exposition 
Shows. 

*  *     * 

Herman  Bantly  Adds  BIG   ELI 

A  1936  Model  24-foot  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer 
finished  in  vermillion  and  black,  and  loaded 
with  a  standard  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  pulled 
away  from  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  on  April  26th, 
destination  Herman  Bantly's  Greater  Shows, 
Reynoldsville,  Pennsylvania.    Time  10:00  a.m. 

At  5:00  p.m.  the  same  day  Ride  Owner  W. 
M.  Tucker,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana  looked  up 
and  saw  a  new  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  loaded 
with  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  "They  were  going 
east,"  he  writes,  "and  did  not  stop  to  visit." 

"Truck  and  Wheel  arrived  Monday  evening," 
manager  Bantly  wrote  later,  "makes  a  wonder- 
ful flash." 

All  of  which  is  proof  that  your  ride  equip- 
ment can  really  "go  places"  if  you  move  it  on 
a  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer. 

The  Herman  Bantly  Greater  Shows  opened 
the  1936  season  at  DuBois,  Pennsylvania  on 
May  2;  there  are  eight  rides  and  seven  shows. 

*  *     * 

Operator  James  Helms  is  highly  commended 
for  his  cool-headedness  in  handling  patrons  on 
the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  on  the  evening  of  May  16 
when  fire  destroyed  several  buildings  at  East- 
wood Park,  Detroit,  Michigan.  The  Wheel 
stands  at  the  end  of  a  long  building,  where  the 
fire  originated.  Operator  Helms  unloaded  the 
seats,  and  succeeded  in  taking  all  seats  ofl  the 
Wheel.  The  actual  loss  of  parts  was  five  wood 
rims  burned. 
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Mrs.  A.  J.  Pearson's  Merry-Go-Round,  a  nexv  ride  this  year 
with  the  Pearson  Shows 


Saturday,  May  2  was  the  opening  stand  of  the 
1936  season  for  the  Pearson  Shows  of  Ramsey, 
Illinois. 

Pana,  Illinois  was  picked  for  the  opening  spot, 
and  when  the  season  officially  started  on  Satur- 
day night,  the  Pana  citizens  visited  one  of  the 
prettiest  Amusement  Companies  that  has  ever 
played  in  their  city. 

Included  in  the  rides  is  a  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  with  white  seats,  gold  scrolls,  plate 
glass  mirrors  and  special  lighting  effects  on  the 
windbraces.  This  Wheel  was  taken  out  of  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory  on  April  30,  moved  by  semi- 
trailer to  Pana  and  erected  for  the  opening. 

The  Merry-Go-Round  shown  here,  was 
completely  overhauled,  rebuilt  and  re-decorat- 
ed at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory.  Horses,  scenery 
and  art  work  are  beautifully  done  by  John 
Starkey,  the  electric  lights  to  the  number  of 
384  complete  the  "flash."  Mrs.  Pearson  states 
she  has  had  many  compliments  on  the  fine 
appearance  of  her  show. 

The  rides  are:  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel, 
Merry-Go-Round,  Tilt-A-Whirl,  Kiddie  Auto 
Ride  and  Miniature  Railway.  The  Pearson 
Shows  are  completely  motorized.  Included  in 
the  equipment  are  three  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers. 


Wedding  Bells 

The  May  3rd  number  of  the  Oak  News,  a  fine 
good  will  builder  for  the  Oaks  Park,  Portland, 
Oregon  arrived  at  our  desk  by  Air  Mail  on 
May  8th.  Air  Mail  letters  usually  contain 
important  news  and  this  one  was  no  exception 
for  we  read  as  follows: 

"Our  assistant  manager  Robert  'Bob'  Boll- 
inger and  our  cashier,  the  former  Ruth  Gilliam, 
surprised  us  all  when  they  were  married  last 
Thursday  at  9  a.m.  at  the  Sellwood  Methodist 
Church.  After  bidding  goodbye  to  their  parents, 
they  left  immediately  to  visit  California  and  the 
San  Diego  Fair." 

A  special  program  was  arranged  at  the  Oaks 
Roller  Rink  on  the  evening  of  May  3,  when  the 
bride  and  groom  returned  to  Portland  from 
their  honeymoon. 

We  send  our  sincere  congratulations  to 
Robert  and  our  best  wishes  to  the  new  Mrs. 
Bollinger. 


HAVE  YOU  ENTERED  THE  BIC  El, I 
FOURTH  OK  JULY  CONTESTS?  IF  NO  r, 
WRII  E  FOR  AN  EN'I  RY  CARD  .  .  .  NOW! 
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The  Forsythe  Atmisement  Company 


This  fine  picture  showing  the  Forsythe  Amuse- 
ment Company  in  action  at  one  of  its  1936 
celebrations  came  to  our  desk  a  few  days  ago. 
The  BIG  ELI  is  a  No.  5,  1921  Model  equipped 
with  white  seats.  The  Merry-Go-Round  is  a 
Parker  Baby  "Q"  and  in  the  back-ground  is  a 
Chair-0-Plane  and  one-car  Loop-0-Plane. 
Another  fine  picture,  showing  this  same  group 
of  rides  at  night  was  received  and  will  be  used 
in  a  future  issue. 

The  Forsythe  Ride  Company  is  actively, 
managed  by  Ralph  and  Kenneth  Forsythe. 
Headquarters  of  the  company  is  Fort  Collins 
Colorado.  The  Forsythes  have  been  in  the 
Ride  business  in  that  locality  for  a  number  of 
years.  Most  of  their  celebrations  and  fairs  are 
played  in  Colorado  and  Nebraska  territory. 

We  were  pleased  to  have  with  us  for  a  nice 
visit  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  on  May  19th,  Mr. 
Ralph  Forsythe.   He  states  the  No.  5  Wheel  is 
still  the  top  profit  payer  of  their  company. 
*     *     * 
C.  G.  Carlson  Joins  BIG  ELI   Family 
A  new  ride  for  Waldameer  Beach  Park,  Erie> 
Pennsylvania  is  a  1936  Model  Standard  No. 
5  Wheel  purchased  by  Mr.  C.  G.  Carlson  of 
Waterford,    Pennsylvania,    and   shipped   from 
our  factory  on  May  22. 

Mr.  Carlson  has  a  Merry-Go-Round  in 
operation  at  a  Park  in  Pennsylvania.  At  the 
close  of  the  Park  Season  he  plans  to  assemble  his 
rides  into  one  unit  to  play  several  celebrations 
and  fairs. 


When  shop  foreman  Jesse  Smith  walks  into  the 
main  office,  hands  us  a  sheet  of  paper  and  says: 
"Another  Ride-Man  made  happy,"  it  means 
just  one  thing.  Another  BIG  ELI  is  loaded  and 
ready  to  "roll."  Before  long  it  is  spinning 
merrily  along  on  the  Illinois  highways,  or 
heading  east  or  west  on  a  Wabash  freight. 

That's  the  last  we  hear  from  the  BIG  ELI, 
until  a  few  days  later  along  comes  a  letter  from 
our  customer,  something  like  the  one  Mrs. 
Margie  Kennedy  Wood  wrote  us  the  other  day 
after  her  No.  5,  equipped  with  white  seats  and 
gold  leafed  scrolls  arrived  at  Nampa,  Idaho. 

"I  received  my  beautiful  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  and  I  am  very  proud  of  it.  It  certainly  is 
the  most  beautiful  Wheel  I  have  ever  seen,  and 
every  one  is  complimenting  me  on  it.  Since  we 
put  up  the  Wheel  here  we  have  had  a  lot  of 
compliments,  and  the  ELI  Power  Unit  has 
taken  the  eye  of  several  power  minded  people. 
It  is  the  smoothest  little  power  plant  I  have 
ever  seen.  All  we  had  to  do  was  put  in  a  little 
gas,  turn  on  the  switch,  and  with  the  first 
turn  of  the  crank  it  started  purring  away  like 
it  had  always  been  on  the  job  before." 


DUPLEX  WHEEL  OWNERS!  BE  SURE 
TO  ENTER  YOUR  WHEELS  IN  THE  BIG 
FOURTH  OF  JULY  CONTESTS.  THERE 
IS  A  SPECIAL  CONTEST  FOR  THEM 
THIS  YEAR. 
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Ben  Krause  Buys  New  No.  5 

Showmen  do  not  know  how  badly  they  need 
a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  until  they  are  without  one. 
Ben  Krause  had  the  misfortune  of  losing  his 
No.  5  in  the  disastrous  tornado  which  struck 
Miami,  Florida  early  in  March.  Since  then 
he's  been  without  a  No.  5  Wheel,  but  not  for 
long.  Somewhere  between  Jacksonville,  Illinois 
and  Mingo  Junction,  Ohio,  Wabash  Car  No. 
81,052  is  rolling  along  (as  this  is  being  written) 
bearing  a  new  1936  Model  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  to  Mr.  Krause. 

Here's  our  best  wishes  for  some  real  business 
on  the  new  No.  5.  We  know  it  will  live  up  to 
the  BIG  ELI  reputation  as  top  money-getter. 

*     *     * 
BOYS!    GET  YOUR  RIDES  IN  THE  BIG 
ELI  FOURTH  OF  JULY  CONTESTS!    WE 
WANT  THEM  ALL  ENTERED. 


Gooding  Installs  No.  16 

When  the  Great  Lakes  Exposition  opens  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio  on  June  27  one  of  the  high 
rides  on  the  Midway  will  be  a  No.  16  BIG 
ELI  Wheel,  installed  by  F.  E.  Gooding,  Ride- 
Owner  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 

The  Wheel  left  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  on 
June  5th.  It  is  a  DeLuxe  Model,  equipped  with 
White  Enameled  Seats,  Gold  Leafed  Decora- 
tions and  Plate  Glass  Mirrors. 


Walter  Ulrich,  for  several  years  operator  of  the 
No.  5  Wheel  with  the  Sam  E.  Spencer  Shows 
writes  he  is  back  with  Mr.  Spencer  again  this 
season.  "Business  very  good  on  the  BIG  ELI 
so  far,"  he  adds. 


BOOKING    LISTS 

'  I  'HE  following  Amusement  Park  and  Carnival  organizations  have  indicated  their  interest  in 
-*-  booking  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  for  the  1936  season.  All  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Owners  who  have  a  Wheel 
available  for  booking  are  requested  to  write  us  for  additional  information  in  regard  to  any  of  the 
locations  here  listed.  This  service  carries  no  charge  and  is  rendered  in  a  spirit  of  co-operation  to 
the  owners  of  BIG  ELI  Wheels  and  to  the  Managers  of  these  Amusement  organizations. 


1.  Idora  Park  (Ohio) 

2.  Kyle  All-American  Shows  (N.  Y.) 

3.  Ray's  Amusement  Co.  (Minn.) 

4.  EUman  Amusement  Co.  (Wis.) 

5.  Spring  Brook  Park  (Penna.) 

6.  Edgewater  Park  (Mich.) 

7.  Sea  Breeze  Park  (N.  Y.) 

8.  Twin  Lakes  Park  (111.) 

9.  Olympia  Park  (Penna.) 

10.  Rube's  Beach  &  Park  (Ky.) 

11.  Pleasure  Beach  Park  (Conn.) 

12.  Crescent  Park  Am.  Co.  (R.  I.) 

13.  Corey  Greater  Shows  (Penna.) 


14.  Columbia  Park  (N.  J.) 

15.  Cedar  Point  on  Lake  Erie  (Ohio) 

16.  Newton  Lake  Park  (Penna.) 

17.  Tri-State  Amusement  Co.  (Iowa) 

18.  Avon  Park  (111.) 

19.  Lake  Winola  Park  (Pa.) 

20.  H.  Bantley  Shows  (Penna.) 

(Bought  No.  5) 

21.  Cook  County  Fair  Grounds  (III.) 

22.  High  Point  Municipal  Park  (N.  C.) 

23.  H.  C.  Swisher  Shows  (Mo.) 

24.  North  Beach  Amusement  Park  (Texas) 


The  following  Amusement  Park  and  Carnival  organizations  have  indicated  their  interest  in 
booking  a  Tilt-A-Whirl  for  the  1936  season.  All  Ride-Men  who  have  Tilt-A-Whirls  available  for 
booking  please  write  for  additional  information  regarding  these  locations. 


1.  Kyle  All-American  Shows  (N.Y.) 

2.  Spring  Brook  Park  (Penna.) 

3.  Sea  Breeze  Park  (N.  Y.) 

4.  Twin  Lakes  Park  (111.) 

5.  Olympia  Park  (Penna.) 

6.  Rube's  Beach  &  Park  (Ky.) 

7.  Pleasure  Beach  Park  (Conn.) 

8.  Crescent  Park  Amusement  Co.  (R. 

9.  Corey  Greater  Shows  (Penna.) 

10.  Christ  United  Shows  (Penna.) 

11.  Tri-State  Amusement  Co.  (Iowa) 


I.) 


12.  Newton  Lake  Park  (Penna.) 

13.  King's  United  Shows  (111.) 

14.  Avon  Park  (111.) 

15.  Lake  Winola  Park  (Penna.) 

16.  H.  Bantley  Shows  (Penna.) 

17.  Flint  Park  (Mich.) 

18.  Cook  County  Fair  Grounds  (111.) 

19.  High  Point  Municipal  Park  (N.  C.) 

20.  J.  R.  Edwards  Attractions  (Ohio) 

21.  Cunningham  Exposition  Shows 
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A  bi-monthly  magazine  for  the  benefit  of  those 
interested  in  the  riding  device  business.  "BIG 
ELI"  is  our  registered  trade-mark,  hence  BIG 
ELI  NEWS  is  protected  by  the  use  of  the  words 
"BIG  ELI".  A  magazine  supporting  clean 
amusements,  published  in  the  interest  of  ELI 
BRIDGE  COMPANY,  Jacksonville,  Illinois, 
U.    S.    A.,    Builders    of    BIG    ELI    Products. 

LEE  A.  SULLIVAN President 

J.  L.  SULLIVAN Vice  President 

L.  L.  SULLIVAN Secretary-Treasurer 

BEN  0.  ROODHOUSE Sales  Manager 

EDITORIAL 

IN  CENTRAL  ILLINOIS  there  is  a  town  I 
frequently  visit  when  time  and  conditions 
permit.  In  the  many  years,  since  growing  up 
there,  changes  have  taken  place,  but  the  general 
appearance  of  the  town  is  much  the  same  as  it 
was  in  my  memory  of  40  years  ago.  As  a  boy  I 
traveled  those  streets  and  knew  every  portion 
of  the  little  community  intimately.  Then  the 
streets  seemed  longer,  the  public  square  seemed 
bigger,  and  the  town  of  my  memory  covered 
much  more  territory  than  it  actually  does 
when  viewed  by  a  more  mature  person. 

This  town  was  founded  by  my  Grandfather 
in  1866,  and  in  return  for  his  presentation  of 
the  City  Park  and  for  other  projects  of  City 
pride  they  named  it  Roodhouse  in  his  honor. 

Many  travelers  now  pass  through  it  by  hard 
road  route  going  to  and  coming  from  St.  Louis, 
Missouri.  To  them  it  is  just  another  town  on 
U.  S.  Highway  67,  but  to  me  it's  Home. 

Many  of  you  readers  can  recall  similar 
experiences  in  other  communities  throughout 
the  country.  Your  growing-up  days  were 
spent  in  what  seemed  to  you  the  most  important 
town  in  the  entire  world.  In  those  days  it  was 
YOUR  WORLD.  The  impressions  made  upon 
you  then  are  noticeable  today  whether  you  are 
25  or  75  years  young. 

Each  year  this  home  town  of  mine  is  visited 
by  one  or  two  Amusement  Companies.    These 


are  sponsored  by  some  civic  organization  and 
are  held  in  or  near  the  business  section.  Rood- 
house  has  been  fortunate  in  having  some  GOOD 
medium  sized  companies  in  the  past  several 
years.  Last  year  and  again  just  recently  the 
celebration  consisted  of  very  wholesome, 
clean  Amusement  Companies.  As  we  visited 
these  Midways,  on  every  side  were  heard 
expressions  of  approval  of  nice  equipment, 
clean  concessions  and  good  management.  In 
talking  with  the  American  Legion  Commander 
at  this  last  Carnival  he  stated  to  me,  "This  man 
(referring  to  the  Manager)  has  a  clean,  up-to- 
date,  Amusement  Company."  How  fine  it  is 
when  you  can  leave  a  town  with  such  a  whole- 
some feeling.  An  invitation  to  return  again. 

The  thought  comes  to  me  as  I  write  this — 
every  city,  every  town,  every  village  is  dear  to 
individuals  who  have  or  are  growing  up  there. 
Many  of  our  readers  will  visit  many  towns  in 
the  course  of  the  amusement  season  of  1936. 
Try  to  think  of  each  City  not  as  just  a  place 
where  you  may  locate  for  a  period  of  a  few 
days,  but  as  a  community  which  carries  the 
personality  and  pride  of  those  who  are  living 
or  have  lived  in  it.  Make  your  actions  while 
in  these  locations  the  same  as  you  would  like 
to  have  others  act  if  they  came  to  YOUR 
HOME  TOWN. 

As  you  visit  these  various  towns  and  cities 
throughout  the  country  leave  them  as  good  or 
better  than  when  you  entered  them.  The 
amusement  profession  is  one  of  the  most 
enjoyable  of  all  kinds  of  business.  Give  the 
local  citizens  clean  amusements,  satisfy  them. 
Make  them  feel  that  you  have  helped,  rather 
than  hindered  their  town.  Most  communities 
will  then  invite  you  back  and  be  glad  when  you 
return.  While  many  of  you  are  transients 
throughout  the  summer  season,  you  do  have 
homes  and  a  home  City  of  which  you  are 
proud. 

Your  Town,  my  Town,  every  Community 
and  City  throughout  the  country  can  be  a 
better  place  in  which  to  live  than  it  was  when 
you  and  I  were  young.  Let's  help  to  make  this 
true  during  the  Amusement  Season  and  the 
Year  of  1936. 


WANTED ! 

One  copy  of  our  magazine  the  OPTI- 
MIST for  September,  1916.  We  will  pay 
50c  for  this  copy.  Address:  The  Editor, 
BIG  ELI  NEWS,  Jacksonville.  Illinois. 
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Announcing  the  24th  Annual 

BIG  ELI  FOURTH  OF  JULY  CONTESTS 


BETTER  THAN  EVER,  WITH  A  NEW  CONTEST  ESPECIALLY  FOR 

DU-PLEX  BIG  ELI  WHEELS 


"It  won't  be  long!"  That  big  day  of  the  year  for  all  Ride  Men  is  coming.  And  on  that  day  we 
hold  our  24th  Annual  Fourth  of  July  Contests. 

No  matter  what  Ride  you  own  or  Operate,  we  want  YOU  represented  in  these  contests.  Any 
Ride-Man  is  eligible,  whether  located  in  a  Park  or  with  a  Carnival — every  and  all  types  of  Rides 
may  be  entered.     And  there  is  NO  ENTRY  FEE. 

Reports  will  be  accepted  from  Canada  for  Dominion  Day  Celebrations  on  July  1st.  All  you  have 
to  do  to  enter  is  to  send  in  a  CONTEST  ENTRY  CARD.  WE  HAVE  THESE  CARDS  READY, 
AND  IF  YOU  HAVE  NOT  RECEIVED  YOURS,  SEND  FOR  IT  NOW!  REMEMBER— 
WE  WANT  YOUR  RIDES  ENTERED  IN  THE  1936  BIG  ELI  CONTESTS.  COME  ON! 
LET'S  MAKE  IT  THE  BIGGEST  AND  BEST  YET! 

HERE  ARE  THE  DETAILS  OF  THESE  CONTESTS 

CONTEST    NUMBER    1:     For    BIG    ELI  CONTEST  NUMBER  2:   For  all  rides  other 

Wheels  operated  singly.  The  six  Wheel  Owners  than  the    BIG    ELI  Wheel.    The    six    Ride 

who  have  the  largest  receipts  on  July  4th,  (or  Owners  whose  rides  have  the  highest  receipts 

if  in  Canada  on  July  1st)  from  7:00  a.m.  to  on  July  4th  (or  if  in  Canada  on  July  1st)  from 

12 :00  midnight  will  receive  the  following  Cash  7:00  a.m.  to  12:00  midnight  will  receive  the 

Prizes:  following  Cash  Prizes: 

First $5.00  First $5.00 

Second 3.00  Second 3.00 

Third 2.00  Third 2.00 

Fourth 1.00  Fourth 1.00 

Fifth 1.00  Fifth 1.00 

Sixth 1.00  Sixth 1.00 

DETAILS  OF  THE  NEW  CONTEST  FOR  DU-PLEX  BIG  ELI  WHEELS 

CONTEST  NUMBER  THREE:  For  Du-Plex  BIG  ELI  Wheels.  For  the  highest  receipts  re- 
ported on  a  Du-Plex  Wheel  Unit  operated  on  July  4th,  (or  if  in  Canada  on  July  1st)  we  will  give 
the  following  Cash  Prizes: 

First $5.00 

Second 3.00 

Third 2.00 

Fourth 1.00 

Fifth 1.00 

^ixth 1.00 


These  Contests  are  open  to  all  Ride  Owners  and  include  all  types  of  rides.  Your  Official 
Entry  Card  must  be  postmarked  before  midnight  of  July  3rd,  or  if  in  Canada,  before  mid- 
night of  June  30th.    Mail  your  Entry  NOW! 
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BIG  ELI  TALKS 

The  No.  5  BIG  ELI  a  Money  Getter  for  Twenty-five  Years 


Wherei'er  a  celebration  is  held  you  can  depend  on  the  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel 

to  he  in  the  lead  for  net  profits 


WELL  do  we  remember  seeing  the  first  No. 
5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  completed  and  erected 
in  the  yard  of  the  BIG  ELI  Factory,  then 
located  in  Roodhouse,  Illinois.  When  this 
Wheel  was  advertised  to  riding  device  men 
throughout  the  country  it  immediately  became 
a  very  popular  model. 

The  original  BIG  ELI  Wheel  designed  by  the 
late  W.  E.  Sullivan  and  built  to  first  see  service 
in  1900  was  a  No.  12  BIG  ELI  measuring  45 
feet  3  inches  in  height  and  carrying  12  seats. 
Mr.  Sullivan  built  wheels  No.  1,  2,  and  3  of 
this  size.  Then  his  4th  Wheel  was  a  No.  10, 
measuring  40  feet  3  inches  high  and  carrying 
10  seats. 

As  time  went  along  and  the  Wheel  business 
became  more  popular,  experienced  riding 
device  men  kept  saying:  "Why  not  a  40  foot 
Wheel  that  carries  12  seats.  This  should  be  a 
very  popular  model,  not  so  heavy  to  transport 
as  a  No.  12  and  yet  carrying  the  same  number 


of  passengers  per  trip,  it  will  earn  more  in  a 
day's  time." 

So  in  1912  Mr.  Sullivan  completed  the 
design  and  brought  out  the  No.  5  Wheel.  This 
year  such  experienced  amusement  men  as  T. 
J.  Todd,  F.  E.  Holben,  and  A.  J.  Cooksey 
bought  these  Wheels.  The  next  year  (1913)  the 
purchasers  included  W.  K.  Davison,  Wm. 
Gause,  W.  A.  Miller,  George  L.  Layman,  Ed 
B.  Reed,  and  Doc  AUman;  R.  C.  Lee,  David 
Christ,  C.  A.  Wortham,  Joe  Krouse,  George 
Cramer,  Earl  Jackson,  A.  C.  Boucher,  Sam 
Spencer,  Con  T.  Kennedy,  Johnny  J.  Jones 
and  other  amusement  men  of  long  years  of 
experience  soon  became  No.  5  Wheel  owners. 

By  1924  the  No.  5  Wheel  had  so  far  replaced 
the  No.  10  Wheel  that  the  later  was  discontinued 
as  a  standard  size,  it  was  no  longer  built  or 
carried  in  stock  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory.  For 
the  past  ten  years  by  far  the  large  majority  of 
all  BIG  ELI  Wheels  built  and  sold  were  of  No. 
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5  size.  We  do  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood' 
No.  12  and  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheels  are  very 
fine  outfits  in  certain  localities  and  for  park 
use  these  Wheels  have  their  place.  However, 
we  do  refer  to  the  No.  5  Wheel  as  the  most 
popular  size  and  big  money-getter  among  all 
BIG  ELI'S  built. 

Then  as  I  look  over  the  results  of  the  BIG 
ELI  4th  of  July  Contests  for  the  past  10  years 
and  see  that  of  81  prizes  given  for  largest 
receipts  reported  on  BIG  ELI  Wheels,  that  69 
of  these  were  actually  won  by  No.  5  Wheels 
and  that's  86*^7  of  all  the  prizes  given.  That 
is  very  convincing  evidence  of  leadership  of  a 
No.  5  BIG  ELI  as  a  money-getter. 

Then  since  the  permanent  duplexing  of  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  beginning  in  1928  the  No.  5  has 
taken  on  greater  favor.  It  is  true  that  the  first 
duplex  permanent  Wheels  were  No.  12 's  on 
the  Royal  American  Shows  and  they  still  use 
and  advocate  the  No.  12  BIG  ELI  and  yet 
there  are  more  No.  5  Wheels  duplexed  than 


any  other  size  by  far. 

Such  owners  as  T.  J.  Tidwell,  Capt.  Latlip, 
Dee  Lang,  J.  T.  McClellan,  Hennies  Bros.,  W. 
K.  Davison  on  Sol's  Liberty  Shows,  Byers 
Bros.,  Reid  &  Dumas  Happyland  Shows,  and 
many  others  are  operating  Duplex  No.  5 
Wheels.  W.  G.  Wade  of  the  W.  G.  Wade 
Shows  is  a  recent  addition  to  the  Duplex  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  owners. 

Mr.  Wade  realizes  the  advantages  of  a 
Du-Plex  Wheel  Unit.  It  not  only  furnishes  the 
greatest  "flash"  and  drawing  power  on  the 
Midway,  but  experience  proves  it  is  a  quite 
profitable  attraction  and  in  the  lead  for  net 
profits. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  the  4th  of  July 
reports  for  1936  and  feel  reasonably  sure  that 
the  No.  5  will  continue  as  a  leading  money- 
getter  in  this  year's  contest. 

Yours  for  profitable  riding  devices. 

Ben  0.  Roodhouse, 
Sales  Manager. 


SECURITY     ! 


It's  a  great  feeling  to  know 
your  Power  Equipment  can 
"take  it"  on  July  4th.  It's 
the  biggest  day  of  the  season 
and  you  cannot  afford  to 
take  a  risk.  If  you  have  doubts  about  your  Power  .  .  .  get  an  ELI 
POWER  UNIT  NOW.  It  will  stand  the  long,  fast  rush  of  the 
biggest  days  and  give  you  better  service  for  a  longer  time,  at  less 
cost  than  any  other  engine.  Know  what  it  means  to  have  RELI- 
ABLE, ECONOMICAL,  PEPPY  POWER. 
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BIG  ELI  SEMI-TRAILERS 


Part  of  the  transportation  equipment  of  SoVs  Liberty  Shotvs. 

uses  13  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers 


Manager  San\  Solomon 


THIS  dependable  transportation  equipment 
continues  its  appeal  to  experienced  amuse- 
ment men.  When  men  like  Dee  Lang  of  Dee 
Lang  Shows,  Sam  Solomon  of  Sol's  Liberty- 
Shows,  and  J.  S.  Bullock  of  Small  &  Bullock 
Amusement  Enterprises  standardize  with  these 
Trailers  there  must  be  good  reasons.  We 
appreciate  the  loyalty  of  these  men  to  our 
Products  but  the  equipment  must  give  proper 
service  or  they  would  not  continue  buying  BIG 
ELI  Trailers. 

Construction  Plan 

BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  are  so  constructed  that 
they  carry  a  full  load,  and  can  be  operated  with 
light  type  power  equipment.  With  these 
Trailers  65%  of  the  total  load  is  carried  on  the 
Trailer  axle  while  only  35%  is  on  the  operating 
truck  or  tractor.  Thus  the  truck  is  relieved  of 
the  majority  of  the  load  and  economy  of  opera- 
tion results.  Ask  any  owner  about  his  experience 
operating  BIG  ELI  Trailers  over  a  period  of 
weeks  and  months. 

Steel  Frame  Construction 

An  all  structural  steel  frame,  hot  riveted  assures 
you  of  long  life  and  a  continuous  service  Trailer. 
The  service  of  any  transportation  equipment 
lies  in  its  underframe  construction.    The  best 


example  of  this  is  in  your  automobile.  A  stream- 
line, finely  upholstered  and  finished  body  is 
beautiful  but  unless  the  underframe  construc- 
tion of  your  car  is  properly  built  it  will  soon 
cause  you  trouble  and  rack  badly. 

Particular  emphasis  is  placed  on  the  design 
and  construction  of  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer 
frames. 

Reliable  Equipment 

Only  genuine  Timken  Tubular  Axles  with 
standard  Timken  Bearings  are  used.  These 
axles  are  best  by  actual  test.  The  brakes  are 
built-in  at  the  axle  factory,  (manufactured  by 
the  Bendix  Company)  and  there  is  no  guess  work 
as  to  the  size  of  braking  surfaces.  Brakes 
furnished  always  conform  with  the  load  capa- 
city of  the  axle  used.  Two-line  genuine  B-K 
vacuum  air  brake  control.  These  are  hand 
operated  for  positive  braking  at  all  times. 

Tuthill  Silico-Manganese  steel  springs,  Budd 
steel  wheels  and  dual  Goodyear  or  Firestone 
Tires  are  too  well  known  to  require  comment. 

BIG  ELI  Ball-and-Socket  type  fifth  wheel 
is  built  to  give  maximum  service. 

Rack  bodies  are  standard,  but  other  body 
designs  can  be  furnished  upon  request. 


When  You  Buy  BIG  ELI  Products  You  Buy  Life-long  Service. 
Do  Not  Build  Down  to  a  Price.     We  Prefer  to  Build  Up 
to  a  High  Standard  of  Quality 

We 
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Specifications,    BIG    ELI    Semi-Trailers 

Standard  20-Foot  Standard  24-Foot 

Nominal  Capacity 6  Ton  6  Ton 

Axle  Rating 10,000  lbs.  10,000  lbs. 

Frame  Length 20  feet  23  feet,  6  inches 

Frame  Size 6  inch  Channels  6  inch  Channels 

Cross  Members Same  on  both  lengths — floor  sills  2  x  2  x  ■^4  in.  Angles.    Truss  Angles 

1''4  X  1''4  X  I4  in.  (All  hot  riveted  to  main  frame.) 

Truss  Rods None  •''s  in.  Round  Steel 

Axle Timken  Tubular  4  inch  Timken  Tubular  4  inch 

Bearings Standard  Timken  Tubular  Standard  Timken  Roller 

Axle  Tread 64  inch  64  inch 

Springs Same  on  both  lengths — 3  x  J/^  in.    13  leaves  (Silico-Manganese  Steel, 

made  by  Tuthill). 

Spring  Hangers Malleable  Malleable 

Lubrication Alemite  Alemite 

Wheels Budd  Heavy  Duty  Budd  Heavy  Duty 

Tires Same  on  both  lengths — 7.50  x  20  balloons — Dual  (Recommended) 

32  X  6  High  Pressure  Dual  (optional). 
Brakes Same  on  both  lengths — Bendix,  built  in,  2^2  x  16  inch  B-K  Vacuum 

Air — 2  line  control  system.    Hand  controls  on  Tractor. 
Fifth  Wheel Same   on   both   lengths— BIG    ELI    Ball-and-Socket,    Malleable   with 

29-inch  steel  retaining  circle. 
Standard  Body Stake  Rack,  67  inches  high,  boxed  solid  21  inches  then  4-inch  slats  to 

top.    (Other  body  designs  furnished  on  special  order.) 
General  Information. .   All  BIG  ELI  Trailer  prices  include  Air-Brake  control  valves  installed 

on  the  Purchaser's  Truck  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory.    Trailer  finish 

color:    Any  standard  Sherwin  Williams  Kem  Enamel  finish  will  be 

furnished  on  reasonable  time  request. 

Circuses  Move  with  Big  Eli  Semi-Trailers 

The    following    motorized    circuses    use    our 
Trailer  equipment: 

Russell  Bros.   Circus,   Rolla,    Missouri  have 

some  21  pieces  of  BIG  ELI  Trailer  equipment. 

These  consist  of  Kitchen,  Side  Show,  Pole  and 

^^\v         gg^^    Trailers,    Several    Animal    Trailers,    in- 

^.  'wm^ammm    •     ■  eluding  heavy  duty  Elephant  outfit  for  trans- 

„r>rk.ii  ,iiiiiiiiu.ui Lii«Jiul^i|j(^«|  •■   li  1     ;        porting  from  3  to  4  Elephants. 

Rice  Bros.   Circus,  Jackson,  Tennessee  use 
mm-  ''        several  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  for  side  show 
yy^Bm'         equipment,      elephants,      horses,      and     other 
^wtl^^  paraphernalia. 

Strength  detyendability  and  high  quality  g^^,   g^^^    Circus   have   an   especially   built 

materia/,  are  feattires  of  the  BIG  ELJ  g^j  ^lI  Elephant  Trailer. 

Trailer  axle  assembly  .  1     ,.  ,         1 

As   our   business   deahngs   for   the   past   35 

Recent   BIG    ELI    Semi-Trailer   purchasers  years  have  been  with  amusement  folks,  BIG 

include:  ELI  Trailers  built  have  been  exclusively  for 

Dee  Lang  Shows,  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  that  purpose.    For  economical  transportation 

Sol's  Liberty  Shows,  Caruthersville,  Mo.  equipment  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  are  a  good 

Imperial  Shows,  Inc.,  Jacksonville,  Illinois.  investment.  We  don't  ask  you  to  merely  accept 

Edward  A.  Hock,  Chicago,  Illinois.  our  word  for  this  but  ask  the  men  who  own 

W.  T.  McNally,  Boston,  Massachusetts.  them. 


46 


Big  Eli  News 


May 


THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 


Correct  Operating  Speed  for  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel 


nPHE  question  of  what  is  a  safe  operating 
-*'  speed  for  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  has  come  up 
frequently  in  the  past  few  months.  Ride-Men 
have  been  wondering  just  how  much  faster  they 
can  run  their  BIG  ELI  Wheels  in  answer  to 
the  public  demand  for  more  speed,  and  still 
not  go  beyond  the  bounds  of  absolute  safety. 

We  shall  try  to  give  you  a  satisfactory  answer 
to  that  question  in  this  article  and  give  you  the 
benefit  of  our  experience  with  this  problem. 

The  first  BIG  ELI  Wheels  were  designed  for 
a  normal  speed  as  follows: 

No.  16  BIG  ELI 3      r.p.m. 

No.  12  BIG  ELI 312  r.p.m. 

No.  5  BIG  ELI 4      r.p.m. 

These  were  the  speeds  using  an  ELI  Power 
Unit  with  a  3:1  ratio  gear  drive  and  15  inch 
pulley. 


The  correct  operating  sfyeed  for  any  BIG  EH 

Wheel  is  one  that  appeals  to  young 

and  old  alike 


A  demand  for  faster  riding  devices  came 
several  years  ago  and  by  increasing  the  drive 
pulley  to  18  inches,  still  using  a  3:1  gear  ratio 
on  the  right-angle  drive  of  the  Power  Unit,  the 
operating  speeds  were  increased  to  the  following: 

No.  16  BIG  ELI 3y2  r.p.m. 

No.  12  BIG  ELI 41^  r.p.m. 

No.  5  BIG  ELI 5      r.p.m. 

All  1936  ELI  Power  Units  are  equipped  with 
a  2:1  ratio  angle  drive,  and  15  inch  belt  pulley. 
This  steps  the  operating  speed  up  to  the  follow- 
ing: 

No.  16  BIG  ELI 41^  r.p.m. 

No.  12  BIG  ELI 534  r.p.m. 

No.  5  BIG  ELI 614  r.p.m. 

We  do  not  believe  it  is  within  the  bounds  of 
absolute  safety  to  exceed  this  speed.  At  any 
speed  higher  there  is  certain  to  be  excessive 
wear  of  brakes,  clutch,  drive-cable  and  all 
bearing  surfaces.  In  case  of  breakage  of  any 
parts  the  momentum  of  the  wheel  would 
continue  to  turn  it  until  additional  damage 
was  done. 

Every  Wheel  Owner  must  use  his  own  judg- 
ment as  to  what  is  his  most  profitable  operating 
speed  within  the  above  stated  limits.  If  there 
are  many  old  and  middle  aged  people  or  mothers 
with  small  children  watching  the  Wheel  and 
hesitating  to  ride,  you  can  feel  pretty  sure 
that  your  operating  speed  is  too  fast. 

The  BIG  ELI  Wheel  has  always  been  a  ride 
that  appeals  to  young  and  old  alike.  It  should 
never  be  run  too  fast  for  the  older  patrons,  or 
at  such  speed  that  mothers  hesitate  to  take 
their  children  on  it.  We  believe  the  most 
profitable  method  is  to  maintain  a  speed  that 
appeals  to  all.  You  will  make  up  for  patronage 
gained  from  the  older  and  younger  patrons 
what  you  have  lost  to  the  "speed  lovers." 

BIG  ELI  Operator  Troy  Scruggs  post  cards 
from  Saginaw,  Michigan:  "We  joined  out  a  new 
Wheel  man  Wednesday  morning  (March  18) 
by  the  name  of  Troy  Scruggs,  Jr.  He  has  all 
the  ear-marks  of  becoming  a  good  Wheel  man. 
Congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scruggs. 
We  hope  Troy  Jr.,  will  become  a  real  Wheel 
operator  and  receive  a  Lapel  Button  just  like 
his  daddy  has.  The  senior  Mr.  Scruggs  is  now 
with'the  Cetlin  &  Wilson  Shows. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 


Two  BIG  ELI  Semi'Trailers  starting  to  Neti'  England  territory 


ALL  set  to  leave  for  the  1196  mile  journey 
to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  John  Ventola, 
(in  the  cab)  and  James  Viscardi,  Ride-Men  for 
a  number  of  years  employed  by  BIG  ELI 
Owner  W.  T.  McNally  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Loaded  on  the  24-foot  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailer  is  a  standard  20-foot  unit,  purchased  by 
Mr.  McNally  for  transporting  his  various 
riding  devices.  The  boys  left  our  factory  at 
12:20  p.m.  on  April  22  and  arrived  in  Boston  at 
8:00  p.m.  on  April  24th  after  a  journey  of 
1196  miles. 

"Everything  came  through  in  fine  shape," 
Mr.  McNally  advised  in  a  letter  of  April  27th. 
"I  am  very  well  pleased  with  the  two  BIG  ELI 
Semi-Trailers  as  they  are  just  the  kind  for  our 
business.  Thanks  very  much  for  the  courtesies 
extended  my  men  on  their  trip  to  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory. 

Mr.  McNally  is  the  owner  of  two  No.  5  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  in  addition  to  other  ride  equipment. 
*     *     * 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  have  with  us  for  an 
enjoyable  visit  on  May  7,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  T. 
McClellan  who  drove  over  from  Beardstown, 
Illinois,  where  their  rides  were  located  with  the 
Imperial  Shows. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Corey,  BIG  ELI  Owners  of 
Troy,  Illinois  were  callers  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  on  May  11.  Ed  states  he  has  some  nice 
prospects  for  good  business  with  his  two  No. 
5  Wheels  this  season. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Bauman  stopped  for  a 
brief  visit  on  April  13,  enroute  to  Kansas  where 
they  have  their  Corn  Game  booked  with  the 
McMahon  Shows. 

*  *     * 

Mrs.  Mamie  Krouse  of  Detroit,  Michigan 
and  daughter,  Beulah  Miller  and  her  little 
daughter  Gloria  were  visitors  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  on  May  12.  While  here  Mrs.  Krouse 
and  Mrs.  Miller  signed  contracts  for  a  new 
1936  Model  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  which  was 
shipped  from  our  factory  on  May  16th  to 
Detroit.  This  is  Mrs.  Krouse's  second  No.  5 
Wheel.  Other  equipment  includes  a  1935 
Model  Tilt-A-Whirl. 

*  *     * 

The  boys  out  in  the  shop  have  been  busy  getting 
BIG  ELI  Wheels  ready  to  ship  and  finishing 
up  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers.  Three  24-foot 
units  were  driven  from  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
on  May  9,  consigned  to  the  Imperial  Shows 
playing  in  Beardstown,  Illinois. 
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PULL     IN     ON     TIME 


Whether  it's  Riding  Devices,  Shoivs,  Concessions  or  live-stock,   BIG  ELI  Semi'Trailers 

will  move  it  to  your  next  spot  in  time  for  the  opening — luith  safety, 

dependability  and  real  economy 

Move   the   BIG    ELI   Way 

ECONOMY — The  better  any  product  is  built,  the  less  the  cost  to  maintain  it.  We  kept 
this  in  mind  when  we  built  the  first  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer,  and  we  designed  it  to  carry 
65%  of  the  load  .  .  .  where  the  load  should  be.  35 '^i  is  carried  by  the  tractor,  which 
permits  the  use  of  lighter  truck  equipment  and  more  economical  operation. 

DEPENDABILITY — A  Good  Product  is  built  by  making  every  part  more  than  equal  to 
the  work  it  is  expected  to  do.  Timken  4-inch  tubular  axle,  Budd  Wheels,  Firestone  or 
Goodyear  Tires,  B-K  Vacuum  Air  Brakes,  Structural  Steel  Hot  Riveted  Frame.  These 
are  all  things  that  make  for  life-long  dependable  service. 

NEW  PURCHASERS— Imperial  Shows,  6  units;  W.  T.  McNally,  2  units;  Ray  Marsh 
Brydon,  2  units;  Dee  Lang  Shows,  3  units;  Sol's  Liberty  Shows,  2  units. 

Made  in  Standard  20-  and  24-foot  lengths.    Prices  include  brake  control 
equipment  installed  on  your  tractor.   Write  for  additional  information. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

BUILDERS 
JACKSONVILLE  -  .         -  .  ILLINOIS 
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Jacksonville,  Illinois  UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLlNofe'^'^^S"^*'  1936 


C.  A.  Wartxhurg's  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  a  real  Mone\-Maker 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 


Clean  uniforms  for  the  ride'boys  mean  better  business  through  increased  good'ivill. 
These  are  Ride'hien  of  the  J.  R.  Edwards  Attractions. 


Here  is  a  fine  looking  group  of  Ride-Men.  You 
will  find  them  on  the  midway  of  the  J.  R. 
Edwards  Attractions  in  Ohio  territory.  Mrs. 
Dora  H.  Edwards,  who  provided  the  picture 
states  it  was  taken  at  Willard,  Ohio  on  the  day 
the  new  uniforms  were  received. 

Left  to  right:  Ray  Spears,  gate  man;  Harry 
Zimmerman,  Chair-0-Plane;  V.  M.  Barnes, 
Merry-Go-Round;  James  Fish,  foreman  of  the 
No.  5  Wheel;  Bill  Bane,  foreman  of  the  Merry- 
Go-Round;  Ed  Hartline  of  the  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  and  Harry  Hopkins,  foreman  of  the 
Chair-0-Plane.  All  the  foremen  have  been 
with  Mr.  Edwards  more  than  four  seasons. 

We  congratulate  the  Edwards  Attractions 
for  providing  these  uniforms.  It  builds  good 
will  and  better  business. 

*     *     * 

Allton  Buys  Tilt-A-Whirl 

C.  H.  Allton,  owner  of  the  Silver  States  At- 
tractions has  purchased  a  1936  Model  Tilt-A- 
Whirl  with  ELI  Power  Unit.  The  new  ride  is 
booked  with  the  F.  J.  Kennedy  Shows  to  play 
celebrations  in  Northwestern  territory. 


OUR  FRONT  COVER 

npHE  fine  photograph  appearing  on  our  front 
"*-  cover  this  issue  was  thoughtfully  provided 
by  Mr.  A.  J.  Metts,  operator  of  Mr.  C.  A. 
Hartsburg's  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  with  the 
Keystone  Attractions. 

Mr.  Metts  is  the  young  man  at  the  clutch, 
and  advises  the  picture  was  taken  in  Apollo, 
Pennsylvania  this  year  while  showing  at  the 
annual  Fireman's  Celebration.  Mr.  Hartzburg 
has  never  regretted  his  purchasing  this  Wheel. 
It  has  always  been  a  money-maker  and  fine 
profit-payer. 

When  the  Wheel  left  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
in  June,  1928,  all  of  us  were  especially  happy 
and  we  had  a  picnic  to  celebrate  the  event.  The 
reason — this  is  the  500th  Wheel  shipped  by 
Eli  Bridge  Company. 

We  thank  Mr.  Metts  for  his  kindness  in 
sending  the  picture  which  is  one  of  the  finest 
we  have  received. 

We  regret  to  report  the  recent  death  of 
Fred  G.  Wood,  manager  Intermountain  Shows. 
A  more  detailed  announcement  will  appear  in 
the  next  issue. 
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Public  address  systems  find  many 
uses  on  the  Midway,  one  of  which  is 
equipment  of  the  type  shown  here. 
This  is  the  modern  sound  truck  of 
Byers  Brothers  Shows,  a  profitable 
piece  of  equipment  for  the  creation  ot 
better  business  and  the  building  of 
good  will.  It  is  a  fine  medium  for 
spreading  news  about  the  shows  and 
at  the  same  time  makes  available  the 
latest  tunes  and  popular  music. 

Carl  Byers  is  standing  near  the 
truck.  In  partnership  with  Jim  Byers 
he  owns  and  operates  Byers  Brothers 
Shows. 

In  a  recent  letter  he  mentions  the 
dependable  performance  of  their  ELI   Power 
Units  on  July  Fourth. 

"As  you  will  notice  Jim  had  a  big  day  on  the 
Fourth.  The  No.  5  Wheel  got  $538.80  and  the 
Merry-Go-Round  $407.00.  All  of  our  rides 
went  through  without  mishap  and  the  three  ELI 
Power  Units  never  missed  a  shot.  We  are  very 
well  pleased  with  the  day. 

*     *     * 

Paul  Towe  Adds  a  Tilt-A-Whirl 

Ride  equipment  of  the  Silver  State  Shows, 
Paul  Towe,  Manager  now  includes  a  1936 
Model  Tilt-A-Whirl,  7  car  with  ELI  Power 
Unit.  The  shows  have  a  nice  line  of  celebrations 
in  Western  territory. 


Personnel  of  the  Genesee  Country  Aniusement.s 


Byers'  Brothers  Sound  Truck 

John  Kilonis  Gets  No.  5 

Shipped  to  Lowell,  Massachusetts  on  July  11 
was  a  1936  No.  5  Wheel  consigned  to  John 
Kilonis  of  the  John  Kilonis  Attractions.  Mr. 
Kilonis  has  a  No.  12  with  other  equipment 
which  he  reports  booked  solid  for  the  remainder 
of  the  season. 

*  *  * 
We  take  pleasure  in  introducing  to  our  readers 
the  owners  and  managers  of  the  Genesee 
County  Amusements  of  Mount  Morris,  New 
York,  one  of  whom,  Mrs.  Moffatt  is  a  late 
newcomer  into  the  great  family  of  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  owners. 

Front  row,  left  to  right:  Mrs.  Harvey  George, 

mother  of  Mrs.  Moffatt;  Mrs.  Marie  Moffatt, 

owner  of  new  BIG  ELI  Wheel  and  Harvey 

George,  owner  of  the  Merry-Go-Round.    Back 

row,    Leon    George,    owner 

of    the    Chair-0-Plane    and 

Oliver    Hoffman,    with    the 

Company    five    years    and 

now  has  charge  of  the  new 

Wheel. 

This  is  a  fine  family  group 
which  we  are  glad  to  have 
for  picturing  in  BIG  ELI 
NEWS.  The  new  Wheel  has 
been  doing  a  good  business. 


End  Your  Power  Worries 
with  an 

ELI  Unit. 
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HOW'S     BUSINESS? 


EVERY  ride-man  has  a  curious  interest  in 
learning  what  the  other  fellow's  rides  got 
on  the  BIG  day.  Reports  seep  along  the  grape- 
vine telegraph  that  always  links  one  Carnival 
lot  with  all  others.  These  reports  are  never 
accepted  as  given.  Ride-men  will  welcome  some 
reliable  source  of  such  information  such  as  is 
provided  in  our  Fourth  of  July  Contests. 

It  looks  like  the  return  of  the  "good  old  days" 
when  one  Wheel-owner  writes  regarding  his 
Fourth  of  July:  "We  booked  a  Wheel  for  our 
celebration  and  took  our  No.  5  to  another  town 
for  a  local  promotion  on  the  streets.  We  started 
operating  at  8  a.m.  Friday  morning  and  worked 
continuously  throughout  the  night  until  6 
a.m.  Saturday.  Took  an  hour  out  for  breakfast 
and  went  at  it  again,  stopping  at  12  midnight 
Saturday.  Part  of  the  time  we  sold  tickets  at 
15  cents,  but  most  of  the  time  at  10."  The 
gross  of  the  Wheel  at  this  spot  was  $837.80. 

A  No.  5  Wheel,  Chair-0-Plane  and  Merry- 
Go-Round  grossed  $1,356.90  on  the  day,  located 
in  a  town  of  1600  population  in  a  northern  state 
with  fine  weather.  In  the  same  state,  in  a  town 
of  1,800  people  four  rides,  a  No.  5  Wheel, 
Chair-0-Plane,  Merry-Go-Round  and  Kiddie 
Auto  took  in  for  the  day  $1,548.65.  No.  report 
on  weather,  but  it  certainly  must  have  been 
favorable. 

"Gross  $267.00,"  reports  the  owner  of  a  No. 
5  in  Iowa.  "Weather  so  hot  on  streets  in  day- 
time that  business  nearly  stopped.  The  biggest 
part  of  what  we  made  came  in  between  sundown 
and  midnight." 

From  a  Michigan  Amusement  Park  writes 
a  Wheel  Operator:  "Rained  all  the  time  until 
6:00  p.m.  We  had  only  night  play.  Wheel 
got  $150.60,  and  Whip  $309.50.  The  gross 
would  have  been  a  different  story  if  we  had  only 
had  the  right  weather." 

"We  had  a  hot  day  for  the  Fourth.  Practically 
no  business  until  after  5  o'clock.  Wheel  grossed 
$230.20."  This  from  a  ride  operator  in  eastern 
Illinois. 

R.  O.  Couch's  No.  5  in  Iowa  grossed  $368.30. 
"Temperature  107  on  the  pavement,"  he 
reports.  "And  no  shade  a  part  of  the  day.  Busi- 
ness is  improving  and  will  continue  if  we  get 
rain  before  long." 

From  our  friend,  F.  A.  Steinbarger,  at  Dial- 
ville,  Texas:  "Continuous  rain  from  6  in  the 
morning  until  3  in  the  afternoon.   Got  my  run 


of  $112.70  from  5  o'clock  until  midnight." 

In  contrast  is  Joe  Stoneman's  account  of  the 
Playland  Shows  business.  "Worst  blank  since 
I've  been  in  the  game.  Played  on  Fairgrounds. 
110  in  the  shade.  Wind  and  dust  at  night. 
Auto  races  and  polo.  40  cent  gate.  No 
attendance." 

"We  had  a  very  fine  celebration  here,"  writes 
a  Ride-man  from  Idaho.  "Would  have  been 
much  better  had  the  crowds  not  been  held  at 
the  Rodeo  so  long.  Fireworks  interfered  the 
night  of  the  Fourth.  But  we  should  not  com- 
plain, as  our  gross  business  was  not  bad  at  all." 
The  No.  5  Wheel  and  Tilt-A- Whirl  at  this  Cele- 
bration grossed  $877.25  for  the  day. 

We  could  give  many  more,  but  these  will  give 
a  fair  picture  of  conditions  throughout  the 
country. 

Some  are  bad,  more  are  good,  others  are  hot, 
or  wet  or  cold,  but  taken  all  in  all,  quite  above 
the  average  for  the  past  four  or  five  years. 

Good  weather  and  improved  economic  condi- 
tions made  possible  the  much  increased  receipts 
reported  in  the  No.  1  Contest  this  year.  We 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  averages 
of  all  Contests  would  have  been  even  better  if 
less  rain  had  occurred  in  some  sections  and 
more  moderate  temperatures  existed  in  the 
Middle  West. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  ride  business  has 
shown  a  decided  and  definite  improvement  over 
last  year.  This  is  a  fact  proved  by  the  returns 
of  these  contests,  not  alone,  but  by  the  com- 
ments of  our  customers  in  their  letters  to  us. 

*  *  * 
Of  course  we  feel  good  when  we  get  a  letter 
like  the  following.  We're  human.  It  came  a  few 
days  after  F.  E.  Gooding,  General  Manager  of 
the  Gooding  Greater  Shows  unloaded  a  rebuilt 
No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wlieel  at  Cleveland  to  operate 
at  the  Great  Lakes  Exposition. 

"We  have  the  Wheel  erected  and  it  certainly 
looks  fine.  We  are  immensely  pleased  with  the 
ride  because  it  looks  like  a  new  one — beyond 
our  expectations  in  every  respect.  It  affords 
me  great  pleasure  to  again  make  the  statement 
that  there  is  no  "gyp"  in  the  Eli  Bridge  Com- 
pany way  of  doing  business.  We  found  every- 
thing just  so:  full  line  of  tools,  erecting  equip- 
ment, light  globes,  wire — everything  complete. 
We  are  very  appreciative  of  your  fine  service. 
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C.    E.    Miller    Buys   Two    1936    Tilt-A-Wliirls 
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Loaded  and  ready  to  leave  on  the  trip  from  Faribault,  Minnesota  to  Chicago,  Illinois 


Purchaser  of  two  new  1936  Model  Tilt-A- 
Whirls  this  season  is  Charles  E.  Miller,  presi- 
dent of  the  Miller  Amusement  Enterprises  of 
Chicago.  Richard  Miller,  brother  of  Charley 
also  has  a  new  1936  Tilt-A-Whirl. 

M.  W.  Sellner  of  the  Sellner  Manufacturing 
Company,  Faribault,  Minnesota  sent  us  this 
picture  showing  two  semi-trailers  of  Charley 
Miller's  loaded  with  a  Tilt-A-Whirl  and  ready 
to  start  for  Chicago  territory. 

Recent  reports  indicate  these  new  machines 
have  been  having  good  business  in  and  around 
Chicago. 

*     *     * 
Frank  West  Buys  New  No.  5 

Shipped  August  6  to  manager  Frank  West,  of 
West's  World's  Wonder  Shows  was  a  new  1936 
Model  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  complete  with 
all  standard  equipment  including  ELI  Power 
Unit  mounted  on  Steel  Truck. 


We  are  happy  to  extend  congratulations  and 
best  wishes  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  C.  Crowley  on 
the  arrival  of  Georganna  Crowley  at  St.  Joseph's 
Hospital,  Kansas  City,  Missouri  on  July  9.  A 
recent  message  from  "Doc"  indicates  mother 
and  baby  are  getting  along  fine. 


Monte  Young  Adds  Equipment 

Monte  Young,  Provo,  Utah,  who  took  over  the 
reign  of  the  L.  J.  Eldred  Amusement  Com- 
pany when  Mr.  Eldred  retired,  showed  his 
faith  in  revived  business  conditions  by  adding 
two  large  rides  to  his  organization,  now  number- 
ing some  seventeen  devices. 

One  of  the  late  additions  is  a  No.  16  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  with  ELI  Power  Unit  for  portable 
operation.  Another  is  a  9-car  Tilt-A-Whirl, 
park  size  which  will  be  used  portably.  The  new 
rides  went  into  operation  at  Logan,  Utah  on 
June  27. 

*     ♦     * 

Sales-Manager  Ben  0.  Roodhouse  and  Paul  E. 
Rimbey,  Editor  of  the  NEWS,  visited  Oscar 
Bloom's  Gold  Medal  Shows  at  Lincoln,  Illinois 
the  evening  of  May  16. 

Business  was  satisfactory  for  that  time  of 
year.  The  lot  was  at  the  far  edge  of  town,  but 
the  week  as  a  whole  was  very  good.  There  were 
around  20  concessions,  8  shows  and  6  rides, 
including  a  No.  5  Wheel  and  a  new,  1936  Model 
Tilt-A-Whirl.  A  picture  of  this  new  ride  ap- 
pears on  page  60  of  this  issue  of  the  NEWS. 
Manager  Bloom  has  his  attractions  fully 
motorized  on  trucks  and  semi-trailers. 

We  enjoyed  our  visit  with  Manager  Bloom 
very  much.  Others  we  met  were  Harold 
Micheli  and  Doc  Allen.  A  picture  of  the  No. 
5  Wheel  will  be  used  in  a  forthcoming  issue. 
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Outstanding  payer  of  profits  is  this  three-iti'line  Unit  of  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Whee/s 

u'ith  Cra/ts  20  BIG  SHOWS 


Contributor  of  this  excellent  picture  is  Roy 
Ludington,  executive  of  Crafts  20  BIG  Shows — 
well  known  in  California  and  Coast  territory. 
This  battery  of  three  No.  5  Wheels  was  in 
operation  at  the  National  Orange  Show  held  in 
San  Bernardino  during  the  month  of  February. 

The  center  Wheel  is  a  De-Luxe  model  with 
white  seats  and  gold-leafed  scrolls.  All  are 
equipped  with  electric  star  and  circle;  lights  in 
the  towers  and  on  the  main  axle.  Note  those 
nice  looking  ticket-boxes  and  the  attractive 
entrance  sign  to  each  Wheel.  Another  picture 
shows  this  unit  at  night  and  it  has  plenty  of 
"flash"  for  day-time  or  night  operation. 

Owner-Manager  of  Crafts  20  BIG  Shows, 
Orville  N.  Crafts,  states  in  a  recent  letter: 
"At  the  National  Orange  Show  in  San  Bernar- 
dino the  BIG  ELI  Wheels  are  always  given  a 
prominent  place  up  in  the  front  of  the  Midway. 
This  is  because  they  are  always  at  or  near  the 
the  front  when  it  comes  to  receipts.  We  figure 
our  Wheels  are  our  most  profitable  ride  because 


of  low  upkeep  cost  and  popularity  with  the 
public  that  never  fails." 

NOTICE:     Ride   Owners   in    Central    West 
Territory: 

Ride-Owner  M.  J.  Doolan  wishes  to  know 
the  present  whereabouts  of  a  ride-operator  who 
goes  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Payne.  He  is  about 
30  years  old,  5  feet  5  inches  tall  and  weighs 
about  140  pounds.  Light  hair,  thin  face  and 
works  as  a  Merry-Go-Round  man.  Mr.  Payne 
walked  away  from  Doolan's  Rides,  taking 
about  $20  of  the  night's  receipts.  Any  Ride- 
Owner  knowing  the  present  address  of  this 
man  please  communicate  with  Mr.  Doolan 
through  this  office. 

Others  should  protect  themselves  against 
the  same  experience  reported  by  Mr.  Doolan. 
We  make  this  statement  through  these  columns 
for  the  protection  of  other  Ride-Owners  and 
the  improvement  of  conditions  in  the  Riding- 
Device  Business. 
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BEN  O.  ROODHOUSE Sales  Manager 

EDITORIAL 

"IT  7E  HAVE  seen  a  good  many  examples  of 
'^'  real  showmanship  between  individuals  in 
this  business  but  the  real  fraternal  spirit  was 
brought  home  to  us  several  weeks  ago. 

While  a  well  known  Amusement  Company 
was  operating  in  our  City  a  showman  was 
accidentally  killed.  Robert  Roberts,  a  member 
of  the  10-in-l  show  was  seriously  injured  while 
performing  his  act  on  June  1.  He  died  at  a 
local  hospital  on  the  night  of  June  3. 

With  the  season's  beginning  only  a  few  weeks 
away,  money  was  not  plentiful,  his  wife  did 
not  have  sufficient  funds  to  pay  hospital  bills, 
and  give  him  the  proper  burial.  Was  the  Com- 
munity or  the  County  called  upon?  NO!  Show- 
men friends  around  the  Midway  willingly  con- 
tributed necessary  funds  to  pay  all  expenses 
including  a  very  fine  memorial  service  and  his 
body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Jacksonville 
Cemetery.  In  the  Potter's  Field?  Ah,  No. 
Showmen  do  not  do  things  in  that  way. 

Here  was  a  man  who  had  made  many  friends 
during  his  40  years  in  the  show  business.  He 
probably  had  helped  many  others  and  now 
others  were  helping  to  do  the  last  possible  act 
they  could  do  for  him. 

Appropriate  final  services  were  conducted  on 
Saturday  morning,  .June  6  at  the  funeral  home. 


These  were  in  charge  of  my  minister  friend  who 
so  well  knows  how  to  conduct  these  services. 
No  man  is  a  stranger  to  him,  and  especially  one 
in  sorrow.  He  certainly  knows  how  to  fittingly 
express  sympathy.  This  minister  told  me  later 
and  also  publicly  stated  from  his  pulpit  on  the 
following  Sunday  morning  that  he  never 
conducted  a  funeral  service  where  he  saw  more 
real  sincerity  and  sympathetic  sorrow  than  at 
the  funeral  of  Robert  Roberts.  He  was  very 
much  impressed  with  the  reverence  of  those 
attending.  During  and  following  the  services 
their  interest  and  sincerity  was  most  unusual. 

These  acts  have  been  repeated  hundreds  of 
times  in  past  years  on  Carnival  Midways  and 
Circus  Lots  throughout  the  country.  Un- 
questionably "Showmen  do  care  for  their  own." 

A  similar  occurrence  to  the  one  just  related 
happened  on  the  Hennies  Brothers'  Shows 
April  2,  1936  when  Charles  Brott,  Whip  Fore- 
man, in  the  employ  of  Hennies  Brothers  for 
seven  years  died  suddenly  of  heart  trouble. 
Brott  was  an  ex-service  man  and  a  member  of 
the  American  Legion,  but  his  Showmen  Friends 
took  care  of  the  final  service  and  burial.  A 
wonderful  tribute  written  by  a  friend  on  the 
Show  was  read  at  his  funeral.  This  tribute  closed 
with  the  following  very  impressive  statement: 
"Tex,  we  will  miss  you  more  than  will  ever  be 
known.  You  are  playing  your  'last  stand/  so 
we  want  you  to  locate  the  'lot'  for  us  because 
some  day  we  will  come  back  and  join  you. 
While  the  bells  toll  the  midnight  hour,  we, 
your  Pals,  will  pull  our  stakes,  fold  up  our 
tents,  load  the  rides,  and  as  day  breaks  will  pull 
out  for  the  next  stand.  Your  place  will  be 
vacant  and  we  will  miss  you  but,  Tex,  Old 
Boy,  you  understand,  'The  Show  Must  Go  On'." 

What  could  be  more  impressive  than  the 
action  of  these  folks  one  to  another?  Their 
reputation  among  the  average  citizenry  is  only 
what  is  seen  on  the  surface;  but  Character, 
the  best  that's  in  them  is  shown  on  occasions 
like  this.  As  time  goes  on  and  I  become  more 
experienced  in  this  business  I  am  deeply 
impre.ssed  with  the  fine  qualities  and  the 
genuine  worth  while  Characters  of  those  who 
make  up  the  outdoor  amusement  business. 


Life  is  not  so  short  but  what  there  is  al- 
ways room  for  courtesy. — Emerson. 
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Results    of   Our   Twenty- Fou  rth 


No.   5    BIG    ELIS   take  top   place   and  win   all    Prizes   in   Contest 

Number  One.    New  Contest  For  Du-Plex  Units  won  by 

No.  16s  at  Texas  Centennial^  Dallas 


Business  better  than  last  year.    Rain  in  some 
sections  torrid  heat  in  Central  West 

A  good  cross-section  of  business  throughout  the 
country  may  be  had  from  the  Fourth  of  July 
Contest  reports  received  this  year.  From  31 
states  and  Alaska  they  come,  representing  143 
rides  ranging  in  receipts  from  $954.45  down. 

Pauline  Skerbeck's  No.  5  (winner  of  first 
prize  in  1931)  takes  first  prize  this  year  with 
receipts  of  $618.65  on  the  day  at  a  Wisconsin 
Celebration.  At  the  same  spot,  Joe  Skerbeck 
registered  a  nice  day's  business  of  $540.00  on 
his  Merry-Go-Round,  taking  second  place  in 
Contest  Number  2, 

Herman  Bantly,  in  Pennsylvania  comes  in 
for  second  money  in  No.  1  Contest.  His  No.  5 
Wheel,  purchased  in  April,  grossed  $568.26  on 
the  BIG  Day. 

Jack  McBride  Wins  In  Alaska 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  these  Con- 
tests we  have  a  prize  won  by  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
playing  a  Fourth  of  July  Celebration  outside  of 
the  United  States  proper.  Jack  McBride, 
operator  of  the  No.  5  with  Crescent  Canadian 
Shows  reports  a  fine  gross  business  of  $541.20 


in  Alaska,  taking  third  prize.  This  wheel  had 
two  chances  at  the  contest  as  it  was  located 
in  Canadian  Territory  on  July  1,  playing  a 
Dominion  Day  Celebration.  Mr.  Mc-Bride's 
certified  report  came  in  a  day  ahead  of  the 
dead-line,  moving  by  steamer  to  Seattle  and 
Air-Mail  to  Jacksonville. 

2|C  )^  * 

In  the  contest  for  Du-Plex  Wheel  Units,  held 
for  the  first  time  this  year,  Du-Plex  No.  16 
Wheels  step  out  in  the  lead,  winning  two  top 
places.  Century  Ferris  Wheels,  operated  by 
Frank  Bittle  on  the  grounds  of  the  Texas 
Centennial  Celebration  at  Dallas  take  first 
prize  with  receipts  of  $562.40. 
*     *     * 

Beckmann  &  Gerety's  No.  16's  in  Michigan 
grossed  $342.75  on  the  day,  winning  second 
place.  The  next  three  places,  John  F.  Reid, 
Harry  W.  Kennies  and  Dee  Lang  are  No.  5 
Du-Plex  Units.  Harry  Zimdars  operated  a  No. 
5  and  No.  10  in  Du-Plex. 

The  receipts  winning  prizes  in  the  Du-Plex 
Contest  do  not  run  as  high  as  those  for  the 
Contest  for  single  Wheels.  There  were  14 
Du-Plex  Units  entered  and  some  of  these  were 
disqualified  at  the  last  minute  by  being  separat- 
ed to  play  two  spots  at  different  locations. 


OWNER 

Pauline  Skerbeck 
Herman  Bantly 
Jack  McBride 
Carl  W.  Byers 
Claude  J.  Bremer 
Otto  C.  Henke 

Total 


Results  oF  Contest   Number   One 

MODEL  LOCATION  RANK  &  PRIZE 

No.  5  Wisconsin,  1st             $5.00 

No.  5  Pennsylvania,  2nd        3.00 

No.  5  Alaska,  3rd                     2.00 

No.  5  Iowa  ,4th                       1.00 

No.  5  Minnesota,  5th              1.00 

No.  5  Wisconsin,  6th               1.00 


AVERAGE  PER  WHEEL. 


RECEIPTS 

$618.65 
568.26 
541.20 
538.80 
507.95 
472.60 

...$3,247.46 
$641.24 
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Annual    Fourth-of- J  uly    Contests 

Roller-Coaster  takes  top  Money  in  Contest  Number  Two. 
Skerbeck's  Merry-Go-Round  Runner-up. 


In  Contest  No.  2,  for  rides  other  than  BIG  ELI 
Wheels,  first  prize  goes  to  Roy  Staton  at 
Oklahoma  City.  The  Roller  Coaster,  entered 
in  the  Contests  grossed  a  total  of  $954.45  on  the 
BIG  Day.  Second  prize  in  this  Contest  goes  to 
Joe  Skerbeck  with  his  Merry-Go-Round  in  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  with  receipts  of  $540.00. 
Third  place  is  taken  by  Otto  C.  Henke's  Chair- 
0-Plane  with  gross  receipts  of  $498.10,  also  in 
Wisconsin.  Just  a  few  dollars  behind  it  is 
Claude  J.  Bremer's  Tilt-A-Wbirl,  operated  in 
Minnesota,  followed  by  Wayne  Hale's  Baby 
"Q"  Merry-Co-Round  and  Mrs.  Margie  K. 
Woods'  Tilt-A-Whirl. 

The  money  in  this  Contest  is  divided  between 


a  Roller  Coaster,  a  Chair-0-Plane,  two  Merry- 
Go-Rounds  and  two  Tilt-A-Whirls. 

*     *     * 

This  year  the  six  Prize  Winning  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  grossed  a  total  of  $3,247.46,  or  an 
average  per  Wheel  of  $541.24.  Not  since  the 
year  1929  has  this  Contest  given  bigger  results, 
which  ought  to  prove  something — that  the 
Ride  Business  is  definitely  on  the  up-and-up 
and  that  Ride  Men  are  beginning  to  see  the 
return  of  the  "good  old  days"  when  $500.00 
days  on  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  was  a  happy  and 
quite  often  celebrated  event.  Notice  that  the 
five  high  amounts  in  this  Contest  are  above 
the  $500.00  mark. 


Results  of  Contest  Number  Two 


OWNER 

RIDE                   I 

LOCATION  ] 

RANK 

&  PRIZE 

RECEIPTS 

Roy  Staton 

Roller-Coaster 

Oklahoma, 

1st 

$5.00 

$954.45 

Joe  Skerbeck 

Merry-Go-Round 

Wisconsin, 

2nd 

3.00 

540.00 

Otto  C.  Henke 

Chair-0-Plane 

Wisconsin, 

3rd 

2.00 

498.10 

C.  J.  Bremer 

Tilt-A-Whirl 

Minnesota 

4th 

1.00 

491.35 

Wayne  Hale 

Merry-Go-Round 

Iowa,  5th 

1.00 

481.70 

Margie  K.  Wood 

Tilt-A-Whirl 

Idaho,  6th 

1.00 

474.45 

Results  oF  Contest  Number  Three  (for  Du-Plex  BIG  ELI  Wheels) 

(This  is  the  First  year  for  this  Contest) 


OWNER 

Century  Wheels 
Beckmann  &  Gerety 
Dumas  &  Reid 
Harry  W.  Hennies 
Dee  Lang 
Harry  Zimdars 


MODEL  LOCATION  RANK  &  PRIZE 

No.  16  Texas,  1st                    $5.00 

No.  16  Michigan,  2nd               3.00 

No.  5  Michigan,  3rd                2.00 

No.  5  S.  Dakota,  4th               1.00 

No.    5  Missouri,  5th                 1.00 


No.  5  &  10      Minnesota,  6th 


1.00 


RECEIPTS 

$562.40 
342.75 
321.00 
275.05 
216.00 
158.90 


Move  your  Ride-Equipment  on  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers.  Operate  your  Ride- 
Equipment  with  ELI  Power  Units.  Then  you  have  the  trouble-free,  dependable 
combination  for  the  making  of  satisfactory  net  profits. 
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BIG  ELI  TALKS 

The  Reliable  BIG  ELI  Wheel 


BecUmann  &  Gerety  Shoivs  operate  this  Unit  of  three  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheels 

on  their  circuit  of  Fairs,  starting  this  year  on  August  15  tvith  the 

Illinois  State  Fair  at  Springfield 


TT  HAS  been  interesting  to  watch  the  progress 
-*■  of  various  amusement  riding  devices  during 
the  past  several  years  beginning  with  1930  and 
coming  up  to  the  present  time.  For  about 
10  years,  1919  to  1929  with  general  business  on 
the  incline  and  money  plentiful  most  any  riding 
device  would  get  money.  From  1930  to  1935 
this  condition  was  different  and  you  can  almost 
count  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand  the  rides  that 
have  been  continuous,  satisfactory  money 
getters  during  these  latter  years. 

We  are  proud  of  the  record  held  by  the  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  from  1930  to  1935  as  a  popular 
amusement  attraction  and  a  real  ride.  We  admit 
the  scarcity  of  orders  for  Wheels  during  these 
years  but  the  men  who  had  Wheels  in  operation 
found  that  the  BIG  ELI  did  its  part  in  handling 
patrons  and  paying  expenses. 

During  the  years  1935  to  1936  business  of 
ride  men  has  come  back  rapidly  and  we  have 


enjoyed  a  very  nice  selling  season  this  year. 
Our  factory  capacity  has  been  taxed  several 
times  to  meet  the  requirements  of  purchasers 
who  wanted  their  equipment  quickly. 

One  of  the  latest  orders  on  our  books  is  for 
No.  16  BIG  ELI,  1936  Model  white  enamel 
seats  and  deluxe  decorations  to  begin  the 
celebration  season  with  Beckmann  &  Gerety 
Shows  at  the  Illinois  State  Fair  in  Springfield 
this  year.  It  will  join  two  other  No.  16  Wheels 
owned  by  Mr.  Beckmann  and  Mr.  Gerety  so 
they  will  own  their  3-in-line  No.  16  BIG  ELI's 
for  the  future.  Last  year  they  had  3-in-line  No. 
16  Wheels  over  their  Fair  Circuit,  but  two  of 
these  rides  were  booked  on  and  only  one  was 
owned  by  the  management.  Our  good  friend 
Uncle  Fred  Beckmann  told  us  during  last 
winter  the  rides  were  money-getters,  having 
established  a  precedent  by  carrying  three 
Wheels  of  the  largest  size,  they  would  continue 
it  in   the  future.     The  accompanying  picture 
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OWNER 


SIZE  OF  WHEEL        STATE 


Wayne  Hale 

No.  5 

Kansas 

Forsythe  Amusement  Co. 

No.  5 

Colorado 

F.  J.  Kennedy 

No.  5 

Oregon 

Margie  Wood 

No.  5 

Idaho 

R.  0.  Couch 

No.  5 

Iowa 

J.  T.  McClellan 

No.  5 

Minnesota 

H.  V.  Peterson 

No.  5 

North  Dakota 

C.  S.  Borggaard 

No.  5 

Massachusetts 

Fred  Brodbeck 

No.  5 

Kansas 

Hal  Graham 

No.  5 

Iowa 

Mrs.  Charles  Berger 

No.  5 

Indiana 

Mrs.  Rosa  Browning 

No.  12 

Oregon 

AMOUNT 

$463.80 
436.40 
426.40 
402.80 
368.30 
349.60 
336.80 
335.60 
325.80 
321.00 
315.00 
303.40 


was  taken  on  the  Illinois  State  Fair  Grounds  in 
1935.  We  will  deliver  the  new  No.  16  Wheel 
from  our  Factory  in  time  for  Springfield 
opening  August  15  and  this  will  just  about 
climax  a  very  satisfactory  selling  season  of  this 
year. 

Business  done  by  our  customers  throughout 
the  country  and  reported  to  us  has  been  very 
satisfactory.  The  4th  of  July  reports  in  our 
contest  No.  1  were  very  impressive.  Elsewhere 
in  this  issue  you  will  see  the  prize  winning  list, 
the  biggest  since  1929.  There  are  a  number  of 
worth  while  reports  that  did  not  get  in  to  the 
prize  money,  but  these  deserve  mentioning. 
Any  day's  report  on  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  over 
$300.00  is  worth  considering.  Here  are  some 
of  July  4,  1936  reports  as  given  us  by  some 
owners. 


In  giving  you  these  figures  we  are  not  bragging 
about  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  as  compared  with 
other  riding  devices,  but  want  to  convince  you 
by  actual  proof  that  the  BIG  ELI  is  a  real 
investment  paying  a  worth  while  return  to 
owners. 

In  closing  it  is  fitting  to  say  that  in  the  State 
of  Michigan,  Beckmann  &  Gerety's  Du-Plex 
No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheels  this  July  4  with  total 
gross  of  $342.75  ranked  second  in  our  Du-Plex 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  contest.  While  the  Du-Plex 
Wheel  Contest  just  starting  this  year  was  rather 
disappointing  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  number 
of  entries,  we  are  expecting  more  entries  next 
year  and  a  greater  interest.  It  is  intended  to 
make  this  part  of  our  contest  permanent  each 
year  in  the  future. 

If  you  are  considering  a  riding  device  invest- 


YEAR 

1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 


AVERAGE 

TOTAL 

PER  WHEEL 

$3,241.90 

$540.31 

2,831.40 

472.85 

1,658.50 

276.41 

1,873.75 

312.29 

2,139.95 

356.65 

2,183.30 

363.88 

3,247.46 

541.12 

Then,  too,  this  report  sheet  shows  many 
other  reports  over  $100,  some  of  them  almost 
reaching  the  $300.00  class. 

Since  1930,  here  are  the  totals  of  six  prize 
winning  BIG  ELI  Wheels  and  the  average  per 
Wheel  for  July  4th  date.  Notice  the  steady 
pick-up  beginning  in  1932. 


ment  for  1937,  let  us  tell  you  about  the  BIG 
ELI  Wheel,  explain  its  mechanical  features  and 
if  desired  give  you  more  information  about  the 
money-earning  qualities  of  this  reliable  amuse- 
ment riding  device.  Wishing  all  ride  owners  a 
worth  while  celebration  season. 

Ben.  O.  Roodhouse 

Sales  Manager. 
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1936  TILT-A-WHIRLS  ARE  REAL  MONEY-MAKERS 


A  new  1936  Model  Tilt-A-Whirl  with  Oscar  Bloom's  Gold  Medal  Shows,  an  attractive, 
"flashy"  ride  that  is  making  real  money  at  every  spot 

TN   THE   exhibit   rooms   at   the   Showmen's  The   Tilt-A-Whirl  has  been  a  good  money 

•■-  Meeting  during  December  we  saw  the  1936  getter  during  the  past  several  years  and  its 

Tilt-A-Whirl  improvements  of  individual   car  pick-up  in  receipts  during  the  past  two  years 

brakes,  modernistic  chromium  plated  electric  is  very  noticeable. 

lighting  effect,  new  power  jack  and  other  worth  Here   are   some   still    date   reports    from    a 

while  additions  or  changes.    It  was  not  until  Tilt-A-Whirl  in  central  west  territory  that  are 

May  15,  however,  that  we  were  privileged  to  quite     impressive.      Week     ending     May     31 

see  a  1936  model  Tilt-A-Whirl  in  action.  showing  cool,  cold,  warm  weather  and  rain: 

At  Lincoln,  Illinois  we  took  the  accompanying  Monday $       • ' 

night  picture  of  Oscar  Bloom's  1936  seven  car  Tuesday o»- 

Tilt-A-Whirl    which    was    topping    the    Gold  Wednesday 60.10 

Medal  Shows  Midway  each  night  of  the  season.  Thursday -^ 

When  we  were  informed  that  the  Tilt-A-Whirl  Friday 06.^ 

tickets  were  being  sold  for  10  cents  straight  Saturday ii»-^^ 

while  the  other  rides  were  operating  on  coupon  Sunday " 

basis,  the  interest  in  and  attractiveness  of  this  ^^^  ^^ 

ride  was  even  more  impressive.    For  a  number  Total * 

of  years   Mr.   Bloom  had   operated   an   older  Week  ending  June  20,  with  five  days  of  cool 

model  nine  car  Tilt-A-Whirl  and  he  was  very  weather  and  one  warm  day: 

much  pleased  with  the  improvements  and  flash  Monday $  84.40 

of  the  1936  model.  Tuesday 96.20 
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Two  Tilt-A-Whirls  placed  among  the  prize  winners  in  our  July  4th  Contest  No.  2. 

Claude  Bremer,  Minnesota $491 .35,  winner  of  fourth  prize 

Margie  K.  Wood,  Idaho 474.45,  winner  of  sixth  prize 

Other  good  Tilt-A-Whirl  reports  which  do  not  reach  the  prize  list  include: 
Fred  Brodbeck  Kansas  $418.10 

J.  L.  Landes  Iowa  298.40 

Earl  A.  Reid  Florida  225.00 

Wednesday 82.30  Do  these  figures  convince  you  of  the  flash  and 

Thursday 86.90  profit  earning  ability  of  the  1936  Tilt-A-Whirl? 

Friday 127.60 

Saturday 136.30                                              *     *     * 

Total $613.70  You  may  be  considering  a  new  ride  for  your 

And  now  a  six  day  report  ending  with  July  4.  Midway  in  1937.   Investigate  the  Tilt-A-Whirl. 

Weather     conditions     ideal     and     every     day  pred     Beckmann,     of    Beckmann     &     Gerety 

over  $100.00.  Shows  says  "It's  the  biggest  little  ride  I  ever 

^°"^^y $108.50  g^^  M    Meaning  by  this  it  has  more  flash,  and 

Tuesday 168.40  .  .  j-  •     j     •  j 

Wednesday  126.10  money-getting  power  for  a  medium  sized  ride 

Thursday 120.50  than  many  others. 

J,.     ^ ^38  70  Investigate  the  1937  Tilt-A-Whirl— you  will 

be  pleased  with  its  appearance  and  the  returns 

Total $921.80  it  brings  you  on  your  investment. 


PAINT    UP    TIME    IS    HERE! 

Give  your  BIG  ELI  the  attractive,  clean  appearance  that  always  comes  with  a 
new  coat  of  paint.  It  doesn't  cost  much,  but  returns  real  dividends  through 
increased  business. 

ORDER  FROM   THIS  LIST: 

ELI  Aluminum  Enamel,  Gallon $3.65 

Orange  Yellow  Color  Varnish,  Gallon 3.25 

Pantasote  Upholstering  Refinish,  Quart 1.25 

Master  Varnish,  Clear,  Quart 1-65 

Green  Color  and  Varnish;  or  Red  Color  and  Varnish,  Quart 2.00 

Gloss  White  Enamel,  Quart 2.00 

Gray  Power  Unit  Enamel,  Quart 90 

Blue  Shade  Gold  Transfer  Numbers  for  seats: 

For  No.  16,  per  set 4.60 

For  No.  5  and  12,  per  set 3.60 

Quarter  Pint  Can  "Baker"  Cement  with  Pantasote  for  upholstering  seat 

cushions,  or  with  Khaki  Duck  for  patching  seat  covers 1-00 

ALL  PAINT  SHIPPED  THE  SAME  DAY  YOUR  ORDER  IS  RECEIVED 
REMEMBER:  Money  spent  for  Paint  is  NEVER  WASTED. 
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THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 


OF  LATE  we  have  received  a  number  of 
letters  from  Wheel  Owners  and  Operators 
asking  this  question :  "What  do  you  think  about 
using  a  y^" ,  instead  of  a  ]/o"  drive-cable  on  the 
BIG  ELI  Wheel?" 

Nothing  was  thought  of  the  frequency  of  this 
question  until  we  learned  that  a  wire -rope 
manufacturer  (who  does  not  make  our  drive- 
cables)  is  putting  out  a  larger  cable  than  our 
standard  ^  o"  drive-cable  and  recommending  it 
as  the  best  for  driving  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 

That  Wheel  Owners  wrote  us  asking  the 
opinion  of  this  is  sincerely  appreciated. 

During  the  thirty-five  years  we  have  built 
BIG  ELI  Wheels  we  have  had  some  experience 
with  wire  rope  drive-cables.  We  have  tried 
different  sizes  made  of  different  metals  manu- 
factured by  different  companies.  As  a  result 
we  have  standardized  on  a  32"  cable  of  a 
structure  designated  in  the  trade  as  6  x  19. 

This  means  the  cable  is  composed  of  six 
strands,  each  having  nineteen  wires;  with  a 
center  strand  of  hemp  for  a  solid  foundation 
and  to  hold  a  good  cable  lubricant. 

For  a  lubricant  we  use  pine  tar,  which  acts 
as  a  binder  also,  and  permits  starting,  stopping 
and  running  the  Wheel  with  less  cable  tension 
and  resulting  longer  life. 


This  shows  how  the  "under"  coil  is  made 
in  coiling  the  drive  cable.    The  next 

etc. 


Mechanically  it  is  impractical  to  use  a  Js" 
cable.  The  groove  in  the  drive-sheave  is  li-s" 
wide — sufficient  for  Js"  clearance  when  two 
strands  of  standard  }4"  cable  are  laid  in  it. 
This  clearance  is  enough  to  let  the  cable  operate 
without  either  rubbing  itself  or  the  sides  of  the 
sheave-groove. 

Two,  ^s"  cables  are  1 .,"  wider  than  the  sheave- 
groove.  If  one  of  them  runs  on  the  rope  packing 
the  other  can  do  but  one  thing  and  that  is  to 
press  against  the  lower  cable  and  against  the 
side  of  the  groove.  The  best  cable  made  will 
not  stand  such  treatment  long. 

There  is  no  reason  for  changing  to  a  larger 
cable  unless  it  is  because  the  Wheel  owner 
thinks  it  will  last  longer.  It  is  the  care,  and  not 
so  much  the  wear  a  drive-cable  receives  that 
determines  its  period  of  usefulness.  Some 
Wheel  owners  who  are  especially  careful  will 
get  four  or  five  seasons  from  one  cable.  Others, 
due  to  carelessness,  will  get  only  a  few  months. 
With  reasonably  good  care  you  should  use  the 
cable  at  least  two  seasons. 

Never  pull  a  kink  until  it  bends  the  cable. 
There's  where  trouble  starts.  Coil  the  cable  in 
the  right  way — one  loop  over  the  next  under, 
etc.,  and  uncoil  it  in  the  same  order.  Never 
make  a  loop  that  untwists  the  strands.  Do  not 
tar  a  new  drive  cable.  Run  it  a  few  days  to  work 
the  oil  out  of  the  hemp  center  and  then  apply 
pine  tar.  Put  the  cable  on  the  Wheel  the  right 
way.  The  cable  coming  from  the  back  of  the 
Wheel  lies  between  the  tower  and  the  strand 
that  goes  to  the  front  of  the  Wheel.  Be  sure  it 
does  not  rub  where  it  crosses.  Examine  the 
wood-rims  and  re-rope  them  if  necessary. 
Correct  care  of  the  drive-cable  is  not  difficult. 
Experience  is  the  best  teacher  and  we  find  ride 
men  who  used  the  ^j,"  cable  once,  going  back 
to  the  Standard  drive-cable. 
*  *  * 
We  offer  our  apology  to  BIG  ELI  Operator  E. 
F.  Small  for  overlooking  the  announcement  of 
his  marriage  in  the  last  issue  of  BIG  ELI 
NEWS.  Mr.  Small  was  wed  on  March  25th 
at  Jackson,  Tennessee,  while  the  shows  he  was 
with  were  located  there.  The  new  Mrs.  Small 
is  a  native  of  Jackson. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Small  are  now  with  Bill's 
Greater  Shows  where  he  has  charge  of  a  No. 
10  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  We  extend  congratula- 
tions and  best  wishes. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG   ELI  FACTORY 


ALBEIT,  times  have  been  a'riish  hereabouts 
with  the  Fourth  of  July  Contests  on, 
shipments  of  Wheels  going  out  and  BIG  ELI 
semi-trailers  being  built. 

The  wood-shop  is  busy  with  ticket-boxes  and 
seats;  the  steel  department  riveting  towers  and 
painting  and  upholstering  rooms  working  under 
rush  schedule. 

Of  visitors  we  have  a  goodly  number,  all  of 
whom  were  welcome  to  the  BIG  ELI  Factory. 
We  are  glad  to  have  them  with  us. 

Charles  Goss  and  the  Mrs.,  of  Standard 
Chevrolet,  East  St.  Louis,  Illinois  dropped  in 
on  July  11.  The  talk  was  brief,  but  enjoy- 
able, as  Charley  was  anxious  to  be  about  his 
business  of  selling  Chevrolet  Trucks  to  Out- 
door Showmen.  He  says  the  trend  toward 
motorized  equipment  is  growing  fast. 

From  the  Barker  Shows  came  Mrs.  Stella 
Barker  and  Eugene  C.  Cook  on  July  22.  They 
have  been  playing  territory  close  to  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory  and  run  in  quite  often.  Sales- 
Manager  Ben  O.  Roodhouse  visited  the  shows 
at  Winchester,  Illinois  July  13.  Reports  a  nice 
looking  show  doing  business. 

Our  long-time  friend  Bill  Hoffner  picked  one 
of  the  hottest  days  to  drop  in  for  a  chat  from 
Ashland,  Illinois,  where  his  No.  5  was  showing. 
Glad  to  have  him  in.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roodhouse 
visited  with  him  at  Ashland  the  evening  of 
July  18. 

Who  should  pop  in  of  a  sudden  but  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Hughey.  They  picked  the  20th 
to  drive  over  from  Manitou,  Illinois  where 
they  were  located.  It  has  been  a  long  time 
since  we  had  a  visit  with  them. 

Several  from  our  place  journeyed  to  White 
Hall,  Illinois  some  twenty-three  miles  south, 
there  to  celebrate  the  birthday  of  our  glorious 
nation  on  the  Midway  of  the  Pearson  Shows. 
Doing  nice  business,  with  No.  5,  Merry-Go- 
Round,  Tilt-A-Whirl,  Kiddie  Auto  and  Little 
Train.  Plenty  hot  in  the  day  time,  but  at 
evening  a  real  "old-fashioned"  friendly  Fourth. 

Lee  A.  Sullivan  and  Ben  O.  Roodhouse  went 
to  Bloomington,  Illinois  to  visit  with  J.  R. 
Strayer.  Pan-American  Shows  very  attractive 
and  much  enlarged.  Torrid  weather  hurt  their 
business.  Public  had  no  pep.  Manager  Strayer 
has  some  nice  fairs  booked  in  Illinois  after  which 
they  will  head  south. 


On  July  3rd  there  dashed  into  the  BIG  ELI 
Office  Mr.  "Moon"  Laird  of  the  Majestic 
Mighty  Midway  Shows  playing  Bonne  Terre, 
Missouri. 

"Got  anything  like  this?"  he  asked.  He  un- 
wrapped a  paper  and  displayed  a  pretty  well 
worn  pinion  out  of  the  right-angle  drive  of  an 
old-style  ELI  Power  Unit.  "Drove  200  miles  to 
get  this,  and  I've  got  to  have  it." 

"You  bet  your  life,"  Mr.  Roodhouse  said. 
"We've  got  it,  but  you  cannot  take  it  back 
with  you.  Your  ride-superintendent  just 
phoned  us  he  had  started  another  car  up  here 
with  the  complete  transmission  to  be  over- 
hauled, we  expect  him  tonight." 

"0.  K."  said  Mr.  Laird,  and  wrapped  up  the 
pinion  and  dashed  out  of  the  office.  He  stayed 
just  five  minutes,  but  drove  400  miles  on  the 
trip.  It  was  after  midnight  when  the  second 
relief  section  for  the  Majestic  Mighty  Midway 
arrived.  Our  engine  man  fixed  them  up  in 
short  order  and  they,  too,  headed  southward 
for  Bonne  Terre. 

These  repairs,  by  the  way,  were  for  Power 
Unit  serial  number,  36,  a  1922  model,  purchased 
and  installed  that  year  on  a  Mangels  Whip  with 
the  Art  Brainerd  Shows.  It  has  pulled  that 
Whip  for  fifteen  long  years,  and  is  still  at  it! 
There's  a  record  to  shoot  at! 

Sam  Lawrence  Calls  on  Us 

On  July  16  a  big  red  truck  with  "Metropolitan 
Shows"  in  white  letters  on  it  pulled  up  at  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory  and  brought  to  us  Mr.  Sam 
Lawrence  who  lately  took  over  the  Shows.  The 
next  day  a  No.  5  1936  Model  Wheel  was  aboard. 
Mr.  Lawrence,  about  three  o'clock  passed  out 
cigars  to  the  boys,  climbed  into  the  cab,  waved 
good-bye  and  took  off  for  Georgia  with  the 
new  Wheel. 

Just  then  shop-foreman  Jesse  Smith  says, 
"And  another  Ride  Man  made  happy." 

Yes  sir,  that's  the  way  we  put  'em  out  here 
at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory.  Tell  us  when  you'll 
want  yours.  We'll  have  it  ready  when  you 
get  here. 

+     +     * 

Thanks  to  Fred  J.  Browning,  of  Salem,  Oregon, 
for  a  big  box  of  delicious  Cherries  received  late 
in  June.  Also  to  Margie  Kennedy  Wood  for 
the  Cherries  she  sent. 


Money    in    YOUR    Pocket 


That's  What  It  Means  to 

Move   the   BIG   ELI   Way 

MONEY  YOU  PAY  the  other  fellow  to  haul  YOUR  rides  is  GONE  FOR  GOOD.    YOUR 
Purse  helps  buy  his  equipment,  but  YOU  have  only  receipts  to  show  for  it. 

WHY  NOT  PUT  this  money  to  use  within  your  own  organization?  Take  what  you 
are  paying  others  for  transportation,  invest  it  in  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  and  before  long 
you'll  have  them  paid  for. 

THEN  WHEN  all  it  costs  you  to  move  is  the  actual  maintenance  of  BIG  ELI  TRAILER 
Equipment,  you'll  realize  the  BIG  ELI  Way  really  means  MONEY  IN  YOUR  POCKET. 

YOU  WILL  NOT  soon  wear  out  BIG  ELI  Equipment.  It  is  built  to  last  a  life  time; 
and  every  day  you  operate  it  means  MONEY  SAVED.  It  is  built  to  haul  BIG  LOADS  with 
light  tractor  equipment  and  this  means  money  saved  on  maintenance  costs.  BIG  ELI 
Semi-Trailers  pay  for  themselves  over  and  over. 

SO  LONG  as  you  operate  rides  portably  you  are  going  to  HAVE  TO  PAY  for  Trans- 
portation. Why  not  END  YOUR  MOVING  PROBLEMS,  the  Money-Saving,  time- 
tested  BIG  ELI  Way?    Write  today  for  complete  inforination. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

BUILDERS 
JACKSONVILLE  ....  ILLINOIS 
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A  Dependable  Profit'Payer  with  the 
William  R.  Snapp  Attractions 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 


The  Landes  Shows  in  operation  at  a  Kansas  Fair 


J.  L.  Landes  sends  this  picture  for  use  in  the 
"NEWS."  It  shows  the  J.  L.  Landes  Shows 
playing  one  of  their  first  fairs  of  the  1936 
season  at  a  spot  in  Kansas.  "Business  at  the 
Fairs  has  been  O.K."  he  states. 

Rides  shown  include  two  kiddie  rides  and  six 
large  rides,  among  them  a  Tilt-A-Whirl  and 
No.  10  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  Mr.  W.  A.  Landes 
purchased  a  second  No.  10  this  year  and 
combined  it  with  their  first  one  to  form  a 
Du-Plex  Unit.  "The  two  Wheels  have  been 
doing  good  business,"  he  declares,  "and  I  know 
they  will  be  a  paying  proposition.  I  believe 
ours  is  the  only  No.  10  Du-Plex  Unit  on  the 
road." 

The  Landes  Shows  are  completely  motorized. 
Among  their  equipment  for  moving  are  three 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers. 


John  R.  Ward  and  Ted  Reed  of  the  John  R. 
Ward  Shows  were  recent  visitors  at  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory,  coming  up  from  Jerseyville, 
Illinois,  where  the  Ward  Shows  were  playing 
the  Jersey  County  Fair. 


Two  New  Wheels  for  Johnny  J.  Jones 
Exposition 

On  August  18  two  Standard  1936  Model  No. 
5  Wheels  were  loaded  into  a  freight  car  and 
billed  out  to  the  Johnny  J.  Jones  Exposition 
at  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

These  Wheels  complete  a  four  in  line  unit  of 
No.  5's  which  went  into  operation  at  the 
Indiana  State  Fair  for  the  first  stand  of  the 
season.  "Wheels  received  and  they  are  up  and 
running  in  fine  shape,"  advised  general  manager 
Walter  A.  White.  "They  look  very  nice  and 
I  think  it  helps  the  looks  of  our  Midway." 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Mamsch  and  daughter  of 
Chicago  received  serious  injuries  in  an  auto 
accident  near  Dixon,  Illinois  early  in  September. 
Mrs.  Mamsch  suffered  a  compound  fracture 
of  the  leg  near  the  ankle  and  is  in  Dixon 
Public  Hospital  where  she  will  have  to  remain 
six  or  eight  weeks. 

BIG     ELI     Owner     Harry     Mamsch     and 
daughter  received  minor  injuries. 
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Our   Front  Cover 

13ICTURED  on  our  front  cover  this  issue  is 
■'■  William  R.  Snapp's  Standard  Model  No.  5 
BIG  ELI  Wheel,  located  on  the  public  square 
in  Roodhouse,  Illinois,  where  the  William  R. 
Snapp  Attractions  played  the  week  of  May  18 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Roodhouse  American 
Legion. 

This  No.  5  has  plenty  of  "flash."  The  star 
stringer  is  mounted  on  wood  sections  and  carries 
144  colored  lamps.  The  circle  strand  is  mounted 
on  wood  and  consists  of  12  sections,  each  with 
10  white  lights.  The  ticket  box  is  hexagonal  in 
shape  and  fitted  with  S  scrolls  at  the  top 
illuminated  with  white  and  colored  lights. 

Other  rides  in  operation  at  the  Roodhouse 
stand  were  a  7-car  Tilt-A-Whirl,  Merry-Go- 
Round,  Chair-0-Plane,  Loop-0-Plane,  Kiddie 
Aeroplanes  and  Pony  Ride.  Members  of  the 
American  Legion  Post  in  Roodhouse  are  well 
pleased  with  the  business  done  by  the  Snapp 
Shows  and  many  comments  were  heard  during 
the  week  on  the  attractiveness  and  cleanliness 
of  all  attractions.  On  the  other  hand.  Manager 
Snapp  is  very  well  pleased  with  the  manner  in 
which  the  Legionaires'  various  committees 
cooperated  to  make  the  event  a  success. 

After  a  season  of  fairs  in  Wisconsin,  the 
Snapp  Attractions  are  in  southern  territory 
where  several  engagements  will  be  played  before 
closing  for  the  winter.  Manager  Snapp  has  his 
attractions  completely  motorized. 

"Closed  the  season  with  satisfactory  results," 
post-cards  our  optimistic  friend  "Hustlin'  "  Hal 
Graham,  from  Gilman,  Illinois.  "Will  be  here 
a  few  days,  then  homeward  bound.  Address 
until    further   notice — Meridian,    Mississippi." 

Hal's  three  rides.  No.  5  Wheel,  Merry-Go- 
Round  and  Chair-0-Plane  played  some  nice 
celebrations  and  still  dates  this  season. 

*     *     * 

Mr.  E.  K.  Fernandez,  showman  from  Honolulu, 
Hawaii  was  a  visitor  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
on  August  22.  Mr.  Fernandez  was  accompanied 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sidney  Belmont  and  two 
daughters  and  Mr.  George  Christy  and  son, 
driving  over  from  Springfield,  where  the  Illinois 
State  Fair  was  in  session. 

In  the  afternoon,  in  company  with  Lee  A. 
Sullivan  the  party  visited  the  Al.  G.  Barnes 
Circus,  showing  in  Jacksonville  on  that  date. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  T.  Brett 
and  tivo  helpers 

This  photograph  was  provided  for  use  in  the 
"NEWS"  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Joseph 
T.  Brett.  In  the  picture,  left  to  right;  Mrs. 
Brett,  Mr.  Brett  and  their  two  BIG  ELI 
Operators,  whose  names  we  did  not  get.  In 
the  back-ground  is  the  Du-Plex  No.  5  Unit 
operated  by  Mr.  Brett  with  the  Endy  Brothers' 
Shows.  Other  equipment  includes  a  Tilt-A- 
Whirl. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brett  have  both  had  a  number 
of  years'  experience  in  the  Riding-Device 
business  and  report  a  good  season  with  the 
Endy  Shows  this  year. 

*  *  * 
Baysinser  Buys  A  BIG  ELI 
A/TR.  A.  S.  BAYSINGER,  general  manager 
of  the  Al  Baysinger  Shows,  called  at  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory  on  August  15  with  his  semi- 
trailer and  took  delivery  of  a  1936  Standard 
Model  No.  5  Wheel.  The  new  ride  commenced 
active  service  at  Buffalo,  Missouri  on  Aug.  17. 

jfc  lif  it 

Three  New  Tilt-A-Whirls 

Three  1936  Model  Tilt-A-Whirls,  each  equipped 
with  an  ELI  Power  Unit  were  sold  through  the 
BIG  ELI  Agency  during  the  past  few  weeks. 
One  was  purchased  by  the  Kaus  United 
Shows,  one  by  the  Cetlin  and  Wilson  Shows 
and  the  third  by  John  R.  Ward  of  the  John 
R.  Ward  Shows. 
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One  of  the  Ride  Units  of  the  M.  J.  Doolan  Amusement  Company 

in  operation  in  Chicago 


The  above  picture  was  provided  by  BIG  ELI 
Owner  M.  J.  Doolan,  of  Chicago.  It  was  taken 
by  Harry  Atwill,  well  known  Chicago  show 
photographer  and  shows  one  of  the  Ride  Units 
of  the  M.  J.  Doolan  Amusement  Company 
playing  a  Church  celebration  in  the  Chicago 
territory.  The  BIG  ELI  is  a  No.  12  purchased 
new  this  spring.  The  Tilt-A-Whirl  is  a  7-car 
1934  Model  with  Eli  Power  Unit.  The  two 
other  rides  are  an  Allan  Herschell  Little 
Beauty  Carousell  and  Kiddie  Auto  Ride. 

Manager  M.  J.  Doolan  operates  three  units 
of  Riding  Devices.  All  have  been  doing  very 
good  business  in  and  around  Chicago. 

*  *     * 

Dell  Lamkin,  Superintendent  of  Rides  with  the 
Johnny  J.  Jones  Exposition  called  at  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory  the  week  of  August  10th  while 
the  Jones  Shows  were  playing  the  Beardstown, 
Illinois  Free  Fish-Fry. 

*  *     * 

BIG  ELI  Operator  M.  E.  Buckner,  with  Mrs. 
Buckner  and  their  daughter  paid  us  a  visit 
during  the  week  of  August  17  while  the  Charles 
Oliver  Shows  were  located  at  Hull,  Illinois. 

*  *     * 

Operator  Al.  Michalak  advises  he  is  operating 
Hadji  Delgarian's  No.  5  in  Chicago  territory. 
He  formerly  operated  Mrs.  Hattie  Berger's 
BIG  ELI. 


From  our  long  time  friend  F.  L.  Flack  comes 
this  interesting  observation,  written  after  the 
results  of  the  1936  Fourth  of  July  Contests 
were  published. 

"The  souvenir  pencil  which  you  so  kindly 
sent  me  was  received  last  week  and  greatly 
appreciated.  Eli  Bridge  Company  always  gives 
such  useful  articles.  I  almost  feel  ashamed  to 
accept  it  when  my  ride  receipts  made  such  a 
poor  showing  when  compared  with  the  others. 

"I  guess  that  after  all,  in  my  business  of 
furnishing  rides  I  am  a  great  deal  like  a  physi- 
cian. Some  doctors  you  know  cater  to  the 
wealthy  and  get  fat  fees.  Others  give  their 
services  to  the  poor  and  profit  accordingly. 
Celebrations  are  a  great  deal  like  people;  some 
highly  profitable  (or  prosperous)  other  poor; 
quite  poor.  All  celebrations  whether  good  or 
bad,  need  rides;  in  fact  must  have  rides.  There- 
fore, like  a  physician  who  donates  his  services 
for  a  mere  pittance  to  poverty  stricken  families, 
they  furnish  riding  devices  to  poor  communities 
that  wish  to  stage  a  celebration — and  look  to 
Heaven  for  their  reward." 


Theodore  Ledel  of  the  Bill  H.  Hames  Shows 
reports  some  very  nice  days  of  business  with 
the  Du-Plex  No.  5  Wheels  this  season. 
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Dumas  &  Reid's  Happyland  Shows  were  sched- 
uled to  close  the  1936  season  at  Fowlerville, 
Michigan  on  October  5.  According  to  John  F. 
Reid  this  wound  up  a  most  successful  season. 

"Had  the  biggest  single  day  we  ever  had  with 
the  Wheels,"  he  writes  from  one  of  his  Fairs. 
"The  Wheels  grossed  $498.00  of  which  only 
$156.00  was  in  ten  cent  tickets,  the  balance 
five  cents." 

Doing  some  figuring  we  find  each  Wheel 
handled  4205  passengers  during  the  day,  which 
we  believe,  is  a  mighty  busy  day  on  any  BIG 
ELI  Wheel. 


D.  B.  Stock  writes  under  date  of  August  13th 
that  he  has  purchased  the  two  No.  5  Wheels 
with  the  William  Glick  Shows,  one  of  them  was 
owned  by  Mr.  Caffrey  and  the  other  by  Mr. 
Yount.  "They  have  been  showing  a  nice  profit," 
he  adds.  "I  bought  the  Harry  Cropp  Wheel 
a  good  many  years  ago  for  $1400.00.  Had  it  on 
the  K.  G.  Barkoot  Shows  for  a  few  years.  Then 
I  got  a  chance  to  sell  and  let  it  go  for  $2800.00. 
I  thought  I  was  making  a  good  bargain  at  the 
time,  but  since  then  I  know  I  was  very  foolish. 
I  could  have  made  several  times  the  amount  I 
sold  the  Wheel  for  the  year  that  I  was  without 
it.  BIG  ELI  Operator  Mayo  Williams  is  back 
with  me  after  a  long  illness." 


JOHN  A.  DALZIEL 

John  A.  Dalziel,  age  58,  well  known  in  Canadian 
outdoor  show  business  died  in  the  General 
hospital  at  Sarnia,  Ontario  on  June  6,  from 
pneumonia.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  a 
Canadian  Customs  Officer,  later  going  into  the 
Amusement  Business.  He  was  a  customer  of 
Eli  Bridge  Company  and  had  visited  our  plant 
at  various  times. 

His  amusement  interests  will  be  carried  on 
by  his  son,  J.  Bruce  Dalziel. 

JESSE  H.  COCKRELL 

Jesse  H.  Cockrell,  Owner  of  the  No.  12  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  with  Barfield's  Cosmopolitan  Shows 
died  at  the  Kingsport,  Tennessee  Hospital  on 
August  7  from  injuries  received  in  an  auto- 
mobile accident  that  happened  while  the 
Shows  were  moving  on  August  3. 

Mr.  Cockrell,  age  about  65  years,  had  no 
relatives  in  the  show  business.  He  had  operated 
the  Wheel  with  different  companies  since  1931. 


FRED  G.  WOOD 

Fred  G.  Wood,  age  37,  Vice-President  and 
Manager  of  the  Intermountain  Shows,  Inc., 
died  from  a  ruptured  appendix  at  a  hospital  in 
Logan,  Utah  early  in  August. 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Margie 
Wood,  President  and  Treasurer  of  the  Shows 
and  daughter  Betty  Frances.  Also  a  son, 
Robert  at  Boise,  Idaho;  his  parents,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harry  F.  Wood,  Portland,  Oregon  and 
three  brothers;  Norman  W.,  Portland;  Harry 
A.,  Bakersfield,  California  and  John  S.  Wood, 
of  Denver. 

Mr.  Wood  was  born  at  Cobden,  Illinois. 
Before  entering  the  show  business  he  was 
credit  manager  for  an  automobile  company  in 
Boise.  He  was  a  Mason  and  belonged  to  the 
Boise  American  Legion.  Burial  was  at  Port- 
land, Oregon. 


TO  OUR  READERS: 

If  you  find  a  little  pink  card  between  these  pages  of  your  copy 
of  BIG  ELI  NEWS  it  means  your  subscription  needs  renewing. 

To  renew  it,  all  you  need  do  is  write  your  name  and  address  on 
the  card,  put  on  a  Ic  stamp,  and  drop  it  in  a  mail-box.  When  it 
gets  back  here  we'll  know  you  are  interested  in  reading  the  NEWS 
and  we  will  see  that  you  receive  it  regularly  as  published  for 
another  year. 

If  there  is  no  card  it  means  the  NEWS  will  continue  to  come  to 
you  regularly.    If  you  do  find  a  pink  card — MAIL  IT  NOW! 

THE  EDITOR. 
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BIG  ELI  No.  5  and  other  attractions  at  Eastwood  Park,  Detroit,  Michigan 


Operator  James  Helms  sends  this  picture 
showing  the  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  operated  in 
Eastwood  Park,  Detroit,  Michigan.  He  states 
the  Wheel  has  enjoyed  a  nice  patronage  through- 
out the  1936  season. 

Installed  in  1934  by  the  Eastwood  Coaster 
Company,  the  Wheel  has  been  a  profitable 
investment  throughout  the  three  seasons  it 
has  been  in  operation  there.  Operator  Helms 
has  had  charge  of  the  Wheel  since  its  installa- 
tion. He  ranks  among  the  top-knotch  BIG  ELI 
Operators. 

*  *  * 
On  August  14  two  carloads  of  BIG  ELI  Factory 
folk  journeyed  to  Beardstown,  Illinois  where 
a  fine  cat-fish  dinner  was  enjoyed  at  the  Park 
Hotel.  Among  those  making  the  trip  were 
Jack  Prewitt,  John  Elliot,  Bob  March,  Art 
Harrison,  Claude  Twyford,  Weir  Spires,  Bill 
Lipsmire,  Gerald  Steelman,  Ben  O.  Roodhouse 
and  Paul  E.  Rimbey. 

Located  on  several  streets  ot  down-town 
Beardstown  were  the  rides,  shows  and  conces- 
sions of  the  Johnny  J.  Jones  Exposition,  booked 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Beardstown  American 
Legion  for  the  annual  Free  Fish-Fry. 

The  BIG  ELI  party  took  in  a  number  of  the 
Jones  attractions. 


Reynolds  Buys  A   BIG   ELI 

L.  C.  Reynolds,  better  known  in  the  show  busi- 
ness as  "Curly"  called  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
with  a  semi-trailer  on  September  14  and  took 
delivery  of  a  1936  Model  No.  5  W^heel,  which 
was  put  into  operation  at  the  Mt.  Pulaski, 
Illinois  Fair  on  the  15th.  FYom  Mt.  Pulaski 
Mr.  Reynolds  moved  to  Helena,  Arkansas  to 
join  the  Doyle  Mimic  World  Shows. 

*     *     * 

BIG  ELI  Owner  Bill  Hoffner  of  Peoria  warns 
othci-  ride-men  to  be  on  the  look-out  for  a 
drifter  known  as  "Jake"  or  "Blackie."  This 
man  talks  too  much,  has  tatoo  on  left  arm,  one 
gold  tooth  in  front  and  one  tooth  out.  Travels 
with  a  woman  weighing  about  240  pounds. 
This  pair  "blowed"  from  Hoffner  Shows 
recently  with  $50.00  ride  money.  Other  ride- 
men  are  warned  against  similar  experiences 
with  these  people. 


J.  A.  Montgomery  of  the  J.  J.  Page  Shows 
claims  a  record  for  service  from  a  Tilt-A-Whirl 
drive-cable.  A  few  weeks  before  the  end  of  the 
1936  season  his  cable  broke.  Had  it  lasted 
until  the  show  closed  the  cable  would  have 
been  in  service  seven  consecutive  seasons. 
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Never  Regretted  Buying 
His  BIG  ELI 

Twenty  years  ago  Sam  E. 
Spencer  came  to  Roodhouse, 
Illinois  and  purchased  his 
No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 
"I  have  never  regretted  that 
trip,"  he  testifies.  "Since 
then  I  have  purchased  sev- 
eral other  rides,  but  I  have 
disposed  of  all  of  them  except 
the  No.  5  Wheel  and  Merry- 
Go-Round." 

*     *     * 

No  Repairs  Needed 

Not  long  ago  when  J.  J. 
Colley  took  his  rides  out  of 
storage  to  prepare  them  for 
the  opening  of  the  season  he 
was  very  much  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  nothing 
was  needed  for  the  No.  5 
BIG  ELI  Wheel. 

"This  reminds  me,"  he 
writes,  "that  of  all  our  de- 
vices we  spend  less  money 
on  the  Wheel  than  on  any 
ride  we  carry.  We  have  had 
wonderful  service  from  this 
Wheel  and  we  are  moved  to 
express  our  appreciation  at 
a  time  when  the  upkeep  cost  is  especially 
important." 

Their  Main  Stand-By 

Veterans  in  the  Riding-Device  business  are  the 
Brownings  of  Salem,  Oregon.  Recently  when 
commenting  on  the  result  of  a  season's  operation 
Edward  Browning  wrote: 

"Our  books  show  our  No.  5  Wheel  grossed 
more  money  than  either  of  our  other  large 
rides.  This  is  proof  that  the  old  Wheel  is  our 
main  stand-by.  In  comparison  with  other  equip- 
ment the  expenses  of  upkeep  are  little  and  I 
will  advise  anyone  who  wants  a  good  ride 
investment  to  buy  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel." 
*     *     * 

The  "Money  Hunter" 

"I  believe,"  writes  BIG  ELI  Owner  Fred 
Brodbeck,  "that  I  made  a  record  of  moving  the 
Wheel  in  one  week.  At  the  first  stop  we  operated 
for  four  days  until  10:30  in  the  evening  of  the 
fourth  day.    We  tore  down,  moved  135  miles 


You  can  always  depend  on  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel.    That  is  ivhy 
it  is  known  as  the  Ride-Man's  "Best  Friend" 


by  truck  and  were  running  full  blast  by  11:30 
the  next  day.  Gross  for  the  week  was  $1136.45." 

*  *     * 

Billy  Cause  and  BIG  ELI 

That  old-time  Ride-Man,  Billy  Gause,  of 
Roann,  Indiana  speaks  from  long  experience 
when  he  discusses  his  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  "My 
No.  5  has  been  with  me  for  twenty-four  years 
and  outside  of  the  seats  is  still  in  good  condi- 
tion. It  has  backed  up  the  ELI  BRIDGE 
COMPANY  with  the  determination  to  make 
good  and  I  have  often  wished  I  had  put  every 
dollar  as  I  made  it  right  back  into  another 
BIG  ELI." 

*  *     * 

Best  Paying  Ride 

John  C.  Lemoine  of  Woonsocket,  Rhode  Island 
has  owned  his  No.  5  Wheel  for  ten  years.  "It  is 
still  the  best  paying  ride  of  the  four  that  I  have," 
he  states.  "It  has  plenty  of  'flash'  and  draws 
much  business  to  my  show  lot." 
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EDITORIAL 

A  number  of  our  customers  in  their  letters  to 
us  during  the  past  several  months  have  asked: 
"How  is  your  business  for  this  year?"  Expect- 
ing some  business  improvements  early  in  1936, 
we  set  up  our  own  goal  to  strive  for.  Not  that 
we  were  required  to  meet  any  quota  or  certain 
percentage  of  increase  above  1935.  Our  plan 
in  January  was  to  work  toward  an  approximate 
40%  increase  over  last  year's  total. 

The  estimate  was  reached  and  exceeded 
before  July  4th.  As  this  is  being  written  our 
sales  are  105%  higher  than  1935  with  one 
month  of  our  business  year  yet  to  go.  The 
business  year  at  the  home  of  BIG  ELI  Prod- 
ucts ends  October  31.  It  is  with  considerable 
pride  that  we  tell  our  readers  '1936  is  our  best 
year  since  1929'.   That  is  the  sales  experience. 

Our  collections  do  not  quite  keep  pace  with 
sales.  The  reason  for  this  is  spotted  business 
conditions  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  In 
the  Central  West  and  Northwest  a  very  severe 
drouth  started  business  downward  right  after 
July  4th.  Extremely  hot  weather  in  mid- 
season  also  hurt  business.  In  the  East  some 
customers  reported  too  much  rain.  But 
generally  speaking,  customers  made  payments 


in  keeping  with  their  business  throughout  the 
country. 

At  this  time  no  one  can  tell  what  another 
year  will  bring  forth.  However,  let  us  all  hope 
for  further  improvement.  The  predictions  of 
many  business  forecasters  and  those  who  keep 
their  finger  on  the  pulse  of  business  indicate 
that  1937  will  be  still  better  with  a  gradual 
rise  in  spite  of  taxes,  the  drouth  of  1936,  or 
politics.  We  are  not  making  any  predictions  or 
prophesies  at  this  time,  but  we  would  be  well 
satisfied  with  just  a  reasonable  improvement 
over  the  amount  of  business  received  this  year. 


During  recent  weeks  we  have  had  from  our 
customers  tour  different  reports  of  petty  steal- 
ing from  ride  owner's  ticket  offices.  This  took 
place  by  the  ticket  sellers  walking  away  with 
cash  receipts. 

In  each  one  of  these  reports  we  have  had 
descriptions  of  the  thief  and  a  request  to  issue 
a  warning  to  other  riding  device  owners. 

Any  owner  who  hires  ticket  sellers  runs  a 
chance  of  that  person  being  dishonest.  Our  sug- 
gestion as  your  best  protection,  however,  is  to 
trust  only  those  who  you  know  by  reputation 
over  a  sufficient  period  of  time  to  feel  reason- 
ably sure  they  are  honest.  In  all  of  the  cases 
reported  to  us,  those  who  stole  the  money 
were  only  recent  employees  although  they  had 
shown  honesty  up  to  the  time  of  walking  away. 

Even  long  acquaintances  might  go  wrong,  but 
this  is  not  so  liable  as  with  people  whom  you 
have  only  known  a  short  time  and  whose 
reputation  has  not  been  investigated. 

The  four  cases  reported  to  us  are,  of  course, 
not  all  of  the  losses  that  have  happened  to 
ride  owners  throughout  the  country.  We 
admit  occasionally  being  "taken  in"  by  a  long 
time  friend  who  asks  to  borrow  money  and 
then  forgets  (or  attempts  to  forget)  who  he  has 
borrowed  it  from  and  does  not  repay. 

One  ride  owner  we  know  hires  young  lady 
ticket  sellers  who  are  highly  recommended  in 
the  city  or  neighborhood  where  they  live.  He 
states  his  experience  is  good  and  that  they 
inspire  the  confidence  of  the  amusement-going 
public. 

You  cannot  be  too  careful  in  selecting  those 
with  whom  you  entrust  your  money. 
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BIG   ELI   CAN  "TAKE  IT 
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No  matter  how  big  your  moving  problem  there  is  a  BIG  ELI  Semi'Trailer  equal  to  the  task. 

Built  of  strong,  sturdy  materials — they  give  fast,  safe  economical 

moving  service  for  many  years. 

THESE  STRUCTURAL  DETAILS  SHOW  WHY  BIG  ELI  SEMI-TRAILERS 
HAVE  ESTABLISHED  A  REPUTATION  FOR  LONG-LIFE  AND  SERVICE. 


LENGTH— Standard    Models, 
feet. 


20    and    24 


FRAME — 6-inch  Channels;  floor  angles; 
truss  angles  \%  \  \^/i  \  Y2  inch — all  hot 
riveted  to  main  frame. 

AXLE — Timken  tubular  4  inch,  64  inch 
tread. 


BEARINGS— Standard 
Bearings. 


Timken    Roller 


SPRINGS— 3  X  3/8  inch,  13-leaf  Silico-  Man- 
ganese Steel. 

LUBRICATION— Alemite. 

WHEELS— Budd,  heavy-duty. 

TIRES— 7.50-20    Balloons    or    32  x  6    High 
Pressure,  Dual. 


BRAKES— Bendix,  built-in  23^  x  16.  B-K 
Vacuum  Air  2-line  system  with  hand 
operated  control  on  tractor. 

FIFTH  WHEEL— BIG  ELI  Ball  and  Socket, 
malleable  with  29  inch  retaining  circle. 

STANDARD  BODY— Stake  rack  67  inches 
high,  boxed  solid  21  inches,  then  4  inch 
slats  to  top.  Removable  side,  rear  and 
front  panels. 

COLOR— Standard  finish  of  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailers  is  dark  green  on  body,  black  on 
chassis.  Other  colors  will  be  furnished 
on  request. 

BRAKE  CONTROL— All  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailer  prices  include  Air-Brake  Control 
valves  and  other  equipment  installed  on 
the  purchaser's  tractor  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory. 

SPECIAL  BODIES— Designs  and  prices  will 
be  quoted  on  application. 


Time-Payment   Terms   Extended   to   Those   Who   Furnish   Satisfactory 
Credit  References.   Ask  for  Additional  Information. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

BUILDERS 
JACKSONVILLE  .  .         .  .  ILLINOIS 
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BIG  ELI  TALKS 


A  part  of  the  forty  ELI  POWER  Units  shipped  from  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 

during  the  1936  season 

THE  RELIABLE  ELI  POWER  UNIT 


'T'HIS  reliable  little  power  outfit  has  again 
proved  through  the  season  of  1936  its  real 
worth.  By  economy  of  operation,  steady  work 
and  by  being  ready  at  all  times  it  has  met  the 
demands  of  riding  device  owners. 

Dependable  service  means  more  than  first 
cost  in  an  engine.  You  can  go  into  the  open 
market  and  buy  for  less  money  a  four  cylinder 
engine  outfit  that  looks  similar  to  the  ELI 
Power  Unit.  However,  in  this  day  and  age  we 
get  about  what  we  pay  for.  A  cheap  engine 
has  short  life  and  cannot  be  as  reliable  as  a 
well  built  and  accurately  finished  ELI  Unit. 

Forty  ELI  Power  Units  were  sold  for  operat- 
ing new  rides  in  1936.  These  were  placed  on 
BIG  ELI  Wheels  and  Tilt-A-Whirls.  They 
have  done  their  work  well. 

As  we  read  BIG  ELI  NEWS  for  July-August 
and  notice  the  many  rides  that  have  depended 
upon  ELI  Units,  the  importance  of  this  engine 
to  the  industry  is  realized.  These  engines 
range  in  age  from  the  brand  new  ones  operating 
just  a  few  weeks  to  the  oldest  with  15  years  of 
service  as  their  record.  On  the  Hal  Graham 
Shows  operating  in  Iowa  this  year  ELI  Power 
Unit  No.  2,  1921  Model  did  regular  service. 
I  believe  that,  aside  from  one  head  gasket  and 
a   few   minor   repairs,    Mr.    Graham   did   not 


require  any  extensive  parts  for  his  engine  at 
any  time  during  the  season.  That's  a  record 
that  is  hard  to  beat  and  yet  there  are  a  number 
of  other  ELI  Power  Units  almost  as  old  and 
doing  steady  service  operating  different  riding 
devices. 

Of  the  many  rides  who  reported  their  receipts 
for  July  4  this  year,  we  count  a  total  of  48 
Wheels  and  19  other  rides  being  operated  with 
ELI  Units.  30%  of  all  the  rides  reported  to  us 
were  powered  with  ELI  Units. 

This  summer  we  rebuilt  the  transmission  on 
ELI  Power  Unit  Serial  No.  36  that  was  sold 
to  A.  T.  Brainerd  in  June  1922,  This  engine 
has  seen  continuous  service  operating  a  Whip. 
It  is  now  owned  by  Louis  Isler.  Another  14 
year  record  and  still  capable  of  doing  its  work. 

Ride  Owner  R.  O.  Couch  bought  his  ELI 
Power  Units  many  years  ago  (for  Wheel  in 
1922,  Merry-Go-Round  in  1924).  He  writes: 
"Our  ELI  Power  Units  were  started  at  9:30 
and  stopped  at  midnight  on  July  4th.  I  think 
this  is  good.  The  Wheel  engine  came  out  in 
1922  and  seems  to  run  just  as  good  as  the  first 
season."  Mr.  Couch's  engines  are  now  14  and 
12  years  of  age  and  still  giving  good  service. 
Not  the  modern  enclosed  type,  but  efficient, 
just  the  same. 


October 


Bis  Eli  News 


75 


Remember:  BIG  ELI  PRODUCTS  ARE 
BUILT  UP  TO  A  STANDARD— NOT  DOWN 
TO  A  PRICE. 

Repair  parts  service  on  these  engines  is 
affered  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory.  90 ff  of  all 
repair  orders  are  shipped  the  same  day  as 
received.  ELI  Power  Units  require  a  minimum 
of  repair  parts,  but  if  you  do  need  them,  write 
or  wire  us  and  you  will  be  taken  care  of 
promptly.  There  is  no  more  important  part 
of  your  ride  equipment  than  the  engine.  If  it 
is  in  good  condition  and  ready  to  go  then  there 
is  a  minimum  chance  of  loss  of  receipts  by  an 
expensive  break  down.  We  offer  you  BIG  ELI 
repair  service  for  needed  parts  at  all  times. 

The  picture  accompanying  this  article  shows 
part  of  the  stock  of  ELI  Units  for  this  year. 
An  even  larger  supply  will  be  available  for 
1937.  The  engines  shown  in  the  picture  are 
ready   for   mounting,   to   do   service   on   your 


BIG    ELI    Wheel,    Merry-Go-Round,    Chair- 
plane,  Whip  or  Tilt-A-Whirl. 

Notice  complete  specifications  for  new  ELI 
Power  Units  on  page  89  of  this  issue.  These 
include:  Eisemann  Magneto,  Kingston  gravity 
feed  carburetor,  built-in  governor,  and  complete 
enclosure  feature  for  protection  from  the 
weather  and  tampering.  Only  the  very  best 
equipment  and  workmanship  are  built  into 
these  outfits. 

If  you  buy  a  new  ride  for  1937  request  that  it 
be  powered  with  an  ELI  Unit.  You  will  never 
regret  this  decision,  we  are  sure.  10  to  15 
years'  service  with  an  engine  of  this  kind  is 
worth  considering. 

End  your  power  worries  by  using  a  reliable 
ELI  Power  Unit. 

Sincerely, 

BEN  0.  ROODHOUSE, 

Sales  Manager. 


II 


The   Most   Beautiful   Wheel    I    Have   Ever   Seen 


// 


is  the  way  Mrs.  Margie  K. 
Wood  describes  her  1936 
"De-Luxe"  Model  No.  5 
Wheel,  equipped  with  white- 
enameled  seats  and  gold- 
leafed  decorations. 

A  limited  number  of  sets  of 
BIG  ELI  seats  will  be  fin- 
ished in  gloss-white  enamel 
this  winter  for  shipment 
during  the  1937  selling 
season. 

Decorations  consist  of  standard  BIG  ELI  Decalcomania  transfers 
in  gold,  blue,  black  and  green.  "De-Luxe"  equipment  includes 
beveled-edge,  oval  plate-glass  mirrors  set  in  gold-leafed  frames 
and  pressed  wood  carvings  covered  with  23-karat  gold-leaf  on  the 
backs  and  ends  of  seats. 

These  white  enameled  seats  are  the  finest  to  be  had  and  are  avail- 
able on  any  Model  BIG  ELI  Wheel  at  slight  additional  cost.  Why 
not  make  YOUR  Wheel  a  "De-Luxe"  Model. 
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The   Old   Reliable   No.  12   BIG   ELI  Wheel 


O.  H.  Allin's  Du'Plex  No.  12's  luith  American  United  Shoivs. 
The  Wheel  on  the  left  a  1936  Model. 


TOURING  each  shipping  season  among  the 
^^^  various  size  BIG  ELI  Wheels  sold  are  a 
goodly  number  of  the  original  standard  size 
No.  12  Wheel.  When  you  stop  to  consider  that 
the  first  BIG  ELI,  a  No.  12,  45  ft.,  3  in.  high 
was  finished  over  36  years  ago  and  that  the 
No.  12  is  still  a  real  money-getter,  it  is  quite 
unusual.  We  can  think  of  several  other  rides 
which  made  their  appearance  much  later  than 
1900,  but  they  are  now  definitely  out  of 
existence. 

The  picture  we  show  here  is  of  two  No.  12 
BIG  ELI  Wheels  on  the  American  United 
Shows  in  western  territory.  One  of  these 
Wheels,  a  1936  Model  was  sold  to  Mr.  O.  H. 
Allin.  The  new  Wheel  is  shown  on  the  left. 
When  he  had  received  his  Wheel  Mr.  Allin 
wrote  us  as  follows: 

"The  Wheel  arrived  two  days  earlier  than  I 
expected.  We  started  unloading  at  7  A.M. 
Monday  morning  and  was  all  up  complete  and 
ready  to  run  by  2  P.M.,  which  I  think  is  very 
good  time  with  a  new  Wheel;  all  the  pins  fit 


rather  tight  and  considering  the  fact  that  we 
had  a  three  mile  haul  from  the  freight  house. 
The  Wheel  operated  perfectly  all  through  the 
Fair  and  did  not  give  a  minute's  trouble.  Am 
also  sanding  you  a  photograph  taken  on 
Children's  Day  and  you,  no  doubt,  can  identify 
the  new  Wheel  by  the  difference  in  the  light 
circles.  The  Wheels  are  used  together  this 
week  and  next  and  later  will  be  separated  for 
the  remainder  of  the  season. 

Yours  very  truly, 

O.  H.  ALLIN, 

M  onager." 
Another  real  booster  for  the  No.  12  BIG  ELI 
is  M.  J.  Doolan,  of  Chicago,  Illinois.  Mr. 
Doolan  states  that  the  No.  12  Wheel  costs 
very  little  more  to  handle  and  that  the  addi- 
tional height  and  flash  creates  interest.  The 
Doolan  1936  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel  is  shown 
on  page  68  of  this  issue. 

Mrs.  Juliette  Marohl  formerly  with  Bar- 
field's  Cosmopolitan  Shows  and  now  with 
Ernest  Marohl  Shows  also  owns  a  latest  model 
No.  12  Wheel. 
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There  are,  of  course,  more  No.  5  Wheels  sold 
;han  No.  12's  and  yet  those  who  advocate  and 
ise  No.  12  Wheels  are  strong  boosters  for  them. 
STot  many  weeks  ago  we  visited  a  County 
Fair  in  Western  Illinois  and  watched  the  Wheel 
;vorking.  Sitting  among  trees  on  that  Fair 
Grrounds  the  big  No.  12  certainly  did  loom  up 
md  when  we  left  it  a  little  after  9  o'clock  busi- 
ness was  at  capacity  with  many  happy  riders 
ind  the  big  Wheel  rolling  along. 

Unquestionably  the  No.  12  BIG  ELI 
remains  a  real  money-getter  and  here  is  a 
report  of  Du-Plex  No.  12  Wheels  at  a  Fair 
this  fall. 

On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  the  weather 
was  cold.  The  remainder  of  the  week  the 
weather  was  good. 

Tuesday $  11.70 

Wednesday 93.10 

Thursday 189.75 

Friday 172.80 

Saturday 256.25 

Total $723.60 

A  southern  celebration,  five  days  of  good 
weather  and  one  day  cold: 

Monday $  22.10 

Tuesday 44.30 

Wednesday 38.70 

Thursday 75.00 

Friday 84.85 

Saturday 115.10 

Total $380.05 


A  number  of  ride  men  think  that  the  larger 
size  BIG  ELI  Wheels  are  not  portable  and 
consequently  it  is  not  practical  to  try  to  use 
them  with  a  traveling  amusement  company. 
We  tell  you  here  and  now  that  all  size  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  are  built  interchangeable,  pin 
connected  and  are  portable  outfits.  It  is  true 
that  many  No.  12  Wheels  are  used  in  Parks. 
That  the  No.  16  Wheel  was  originally  designed 
for  large  park  use.  There  are  though  many  No. 
12  Wheels  used  portably  and,  of  course,  our 
readers  understand  that  the  Beckmann  and 
Gerety  Shows  are  now  carrying  three  No.  16 
Wheels  as  one  of  their  feature  attractions  on 
that  Midway  which  is  moved  each  week. 

When  such  experienced  ride  owners  as  F.  L. 
Flack,  who  has  owned  a  No.  12  BIG  ELI  since 
1914;  M.  J.  Doolan,  who  owns  three  No.  12 
Wheels;  O.  H.  Allin,  with  a  1936  Model; 
Royal  American  Shows,  who  operate  3-in-line 
No.  12  Wheels;  Howard  Brothers  Shows, 
operating  two  No.  12  Wheels — we  say  when 
these  experienced  amusement  men  adopt  No. 
12  BIG  ELI  as  standard  there  must  be  good 
reasons. 

This  size  BIG  ELI  Wheel  over  a  long  period 
of  years  has  proved  popular  with  the  amuse- 
ment-going public  and  in  our  opinion  will  con- 
tinue as  a  standard  size  BIG  ELI  Wheel  for 
many  years  to  come.  When  you  consider  a 
new  BIG  ELI  Wheel  for  1937  investigate  the 
Old  Reliable  No.  12  BIG  ELI. 


HOW    IS    YOUR    DRIVE    CABLE? 

If  there  is  any  doubt  about  it  lasting  through  a  big  day,  buy  a  new  cable 
and  have  it  ready  in  case  the  old  one  breaks. 


ORDER  FROM  THIS  LIST 

Following  prices  F.O.B.  our  Factory. 

No.  6  BABY  ELI  Wheel 

Drive  Cable $13.60 

No.  16  BIG  ELI  Drive  Cable        $28.95 

No.  12  Wheel  Drive  Cable $25.75 

No.  5  and  No.  10  Drive  Cables     $24.30 


BIG  ELI  SHIPPING  SERVICE 

This  letter,  from  F.  L.  Flack,  of  the 
Northwestern  Shows,  playing  Michi- 
gan territory  is  self-explanatory. 

"Last  Sunday,"  he  advises,  "about 
4:00  p.m.  I  wired  you  to  ship  a  drive- 
cable  by  express.  It  arrived  here  at 
2:00  p.m.  Monday,  less  than  24  hours 
after  I  sent  you  the  order.  This  is 
remarkably  prompt  service." 
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THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 

STORING  THE  BIG  ELI  WHEEL 


"pUTTING  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  away  for  the 
winter,  like  a  good  many  other  things,  has 
its  good  and  bad  methods.  It  can  be  done  in 
such  a  way  that  damage  will  take  place  while 
the  Wheel  lies  in  winter  quarters.  On  the  other 
hand  a  few  simple  precautions  at  storing  time 
will  insure  you  of  its  being  in  good  condition 
when  you  take  it  out  next  spring. 

The  storage  location  should  be  dry  and 
fireproof. 

Clean  the  Power  Unit  of  all  dirt,  dust  and 
grease.  If  there  are  spots  where  paint  is  off  of 
the  wheels,  truck  or  engine  panels,  rub  them 
down  to  bright  metal  with  sandpaper  or  steel 
wool  and  touch  up  with  grey  paint.  Places 
showing  bare  metal  now  will  be  rusty  next 
spring. 

Draw  the  water  from  the  Power  Unit 
radiator.  Drain  gasoline  from  the  gas  tank 
and  carburetor.  If  an  open  type  Power  Unit, 
cover  with  the  canvas  cover;  the  new  type 
Power  Units  are  protected  by  the  gas  tank  and 
removable  side  panels. 

Go  over  the  spokes,  cross-bars,  towers  and 
other  structural  steel  parts  of  the  Wheel  and 
if  there  are  spots  where  the  aluminum  enamel 
has   flaked   off,   leaving   bare   metal   exposed. 


A  "natural"  money'tnaker  the  BIG  ELI 

Wheel  pays  its  best  return  ivhen 

kept  in  good  repair 


brush  them  down  with  a  steel  brush  or  sand- 
paper and  spot  over  with  grey  priming  paint. 

When  storing  the  steel  place  all  parts  so  they 
will  not  rest  in  a  strained  or  twisted  condition 
all  winter.  The  spokes  should  be  stored  level, 
perfectly  flat  on  the  floor,  and  thin  strips  of 
wood  placed  between  each  layer  of  spokes.  This 
will  keep  every  spoke  straight  and  there  will 
be  no  twists  to  take  out  in  the  spring. 

All  bearing  surfaces  should  get  a  coat  of  cup- 
grease  or  heavy  oil — especially  on  the  clutch 
shaft,  sheave  axle  and  main  axle.  Also  the 
face  of  the  brake -drum  inside  the  big  gear  and 
on  the  surface  of  the  No.  12-90  where  the  wood 
clutch-shoes  rub.  Oil  all  hub-pins  before  putting 
them  in  the  hubs  and  locking  in  place  with  the 
hub  ring.  Oil  or  grease  the  inside  surfaces  of 
the  hubs. 

Give  the  bearing  surfaces  of  the  seat -pins  a 
thin  coat  of  cup-grease  and  all  other  pins  a 
coat  of  oil.  The  Idler  Pin  and  Key  should 
receive  a  coat  of  oil  or  cup-grease.  Give  the 
threads  of  all  turn-buckles  a  coat  of  oil  and 
store  them  away  in  the  turn-buckle  box. 

The  small  amount  of  oil  and  cup-grease 
needed  for  this  work  will  cost  but  a  few  cents 
and  can  be  easily  washed  off  in  gasoline  or 
kerosene  when  you  start  out  next  spring. 

If  the  drive-cable  has  been  tarred,  give  it 
another  thin  coat  of  tar  and  coil  it  up  without 
kinks.  It  may  be  wrapped  with  strips  of  burlap 
and  preferably  is  stored  flat.  If  the  cable  is 
new,  apply  a  thin  coat  of  oil  or  cup-grease, 
coil  up  and  store  flat. 

The  seats  will  be  more  easily  conditioned  next 
spring  if  you  will  remove  the  finger  prints 
and  grease-spots  now.  For  cleaning  White 
Enameled  seats  nothing  beats  warm  water 
and  Ivory  soap. 

Another  time-saving  idea  is  to  go  over  the 
Wheel  as  it  is  put  away  and  make  a  list  of  the 
parts  you  will  need  in  the  spring.  Lay  this  list 
in  the  top  of  the  tool  box,  where  it  will  come  up 
for  attention  when  you  start  work  for  the 
new  season. 

*  *  * 
Operator's  Lapel  Buttons  have  been  presented 
to  Oliver  Eddy  of  the  Christ  United  Shows 
and  to  Tommy  Sickels  of  the  John  R.  Ward 
Shows.  Operator  Sickels  is  the  son  of  Bob 
Sickels,  Secretary  of  the  Ward  Shows. 


October 


Big  Eli  News 


79 


NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 


Part  of  the  crowd  gathered  near  the  BIG  EH  Factory  on  September  4 

to  see  President  Roosevelt 


"VXZE  show  the  above  picture  because  it  is 
of  interest  as  one  of  the  recent  happenings 
about  the  BIG  ELI  Factory.  It  was  taken 
around  noon  on  September  4  when  the  special 
train  carrying  President  Roosevelt  from  the 
Drouth  Conference  in  DesMoines,  Iowa  stopped 
for  a  few  minutes  in  Jacksonville;  during  which 
the  President  made  a  brief  platform  address  to 
a  crowd  of  several  thousand  persons.  On  the 
car  platform  are  President  Roosevelt  and  his 
son,  Elliot;  Governor  Horner  of  Illinois; 
Governor  Park  of  Missouri  and  other  members 
of  the  President's  Party. 

*     *     * 
Two  new  members  were  added   to  the   BIG 
ELI    Factory    family    during    the    month    of 
August. 

Jerry  Lee  Steelman  arrived  at  the  Passavant 
Hospital  on  August  2.  Father  and  mother  are 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerald  Steelman.  "Slim"  as  he 
is  known  around  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  is 
employed  in  the  wood-shop. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Lipsmire  announce 
the  arrival  of  Jimmie  Lipsmire  at  Our  Savior's 
Hospital  on  August  5.  "Bill"  Lipsmire,  the 
proud  papa  is  employed  as  machinist  in  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory. 


Both  Mrs.  Lipsmire  and  Mrs.  Steelman 
received  a  big  bouquet  of  flowers  from  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory  Family. 
*  *  * 
Mr.  C.  Truman  Reynolds  of  the  BIG  ELI 
office  and  Miss  Una  Hopper  of  Jacksonville 
were  married  on  the  afternoon  of  August  15th 
in  the  Parsonage  of  the  Central  Christian 
Church  by  the  pastor,  Dr.  M.  L.  Pontius.  After 
a  wedding  trip  spent  in  Colorado,  the  newly- 
weds  returned  to  Jacksonville,  where  they  are 
making  their  home  at  325  South  Church. 

The  entire  BIG  ELI  Factory  Family  extends 
congratulations  and  best  wishes  to  Truman 
and  Mrs.  Reynolds. 

W.  E.  SULLIVAN 
1861-1932 

"He  was  endowed  with  a  splendid  mind,  a 
great  soul  and  a  loving  disposition;  living  upon 
a  plane  that  drew  all  who  came  in  contact  with 
him  upward." 

He  left  us  4  years  ago,  October  15th.  We 
shall  NEVER  forget  him. 

BIG  ELI  Employees. 
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you  CANT  GO  WRONG  "--- 


With  an  ELI  POWER  UNIT 

When  you  buy  an  engine  the  ultimate  end 
you  are  seeking  is  Power  Service.  Power 
Service  that  is  dependable,  economical  and 

delivered  over  a  long 
period  of  years  is 
what  you  get  when 
you  buy  an  ELI 
POWER  UNIT. 


Look  over  these  structural  features  of  the  ELI  POWER  UNITS.    They 
show  you  WHY  it  will  give  you  a  long-life  or  reliable  Power  Service. 


MOTOR— Four  cylinder  heavy  duty  "L" 
head  type  with  bronze-back  removable 
bearings  on  connecting  rods.  Removable 
babbitt  bearings  on  crank-shaft. 

GOVERNOR— Inbuilt,  self-oiling.  Main- 
tains steady  speed  at  all  times  regardless 
of  load.     Also  hand   throttle  equipped. 

LUBRICATION— Splash  to  cylinder,  con- 
stant level  type. 

RADIATOR— ELI  Special  design,  corrugat- 
ed type  construction. 

COOLING— Thermo-Syphon  system. 

FAN — Four  blade,  heavy  duty  type,  adjust- 
able with  Hyatt  Roller  Bearings. 

IGNITION — Eisemann,  high-tension. 
Model  GL-4  Magneto  with  special  low- 
speed  winding  to  insure  hot  spark  for 
starting. 


CARBURETOR— Zenith,  Model  94-TO, 
equipped  with  hot-air  stove  and  centrif- 
ugal air-cleaner. 

MUFFLER— LeRoi,  A-13-38,  simple  but 
effective. 

RIGHT-ANGLE  DRIVE— ELI  Special  de- 
sign with  nickel-steel  machine  cut 
gears.  Alloy  steel  shafts  mounted  on 
ball-bearings.  Runs  in  oil.  Direction  of 
rotation  reversible  to  fit  requirements 
of  ride. 

DRIVE-PULLEY— 15  x  6  inches,  cast  iron, 
keyed  to  shaft.  Special  size  furnished 
on  request. 

HORSE-POWER— 16    Brake    Horse-Power. 

TRUCK— Standard  ELI  Engine  Truck. 

WEIGHT— Complete  Power  Unit  on  Truck 
1205  lbs. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Builders  of  Dependable  Products 

JACKSONVILLE ILLINOIS 


***       ;*C**      +      *:f********************** 


Jacksonville,  Illinois 


November-December,  1936 
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Century  Ferris  Wheels,  Inc.,  operated  these  two  No.  16 
BIG  ELVS  at  the  Texas  Centennial  Celebration  at  Dallas 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 


Crescent  Canadian  Shows  in  Alaska 


Henry  Meyerhoflf  sends  this  picture  of  his 
Crescent  Canadian  Shows  in  operation  at 
Ketchikan,  Alaska  in  July,  1936.  This  is  the 
first  time  that  a  show  of  this  size  has  ventured 
into  that  far  northern  province.  Rides  shown 
include  the  No.  5  Wheel,  Merry-Go-Round, 
Loop-0-Plane  and  Mix-Up.  The  Crescent 
Canadian  Shows  are  now  in  winter  quarters  at 
Penticton,  B.  C. 

*  *     * 

The  Dee  Lang  Shows  played  "Home  Sweet 
Home"  at  Dyersburg  Tennessee  on  October 
31st  and  trucked  into  St.  Louis  for  storage  at 
winter  quarters.  The  last  few  weeks  gave  lots 
of  cool  weather.  However,  the  season  as  a 
whole  has  been  a  winner  for  the  Lang  organiza- 
tion. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lang  left  on  November  5 
for  a  visit  to  the  Texas  Centennial  at  Dallas. 

*  *     * 

The  Al  G,  Hodge  Shows  closed  the  season  on 
October  4th  and  went  into  storage  at  Crown 
Point,  Indiana. 

*  *     * 

Mrs.  Margie  K.  Wood  has  closed  the  season 
with  the  Intermountain  Shows,  Inc.,  and 
has  her  equipment  stored  in  Trinidad,  Colo. 
She  will  spend  the  winter  in  Oakland,  Calif., 
where  her  daughter  Betty  will  go  to  school. 

*  *     * 

The  entire  show-world  admires  the  fighting 
spirit  of  Ray  Marsh  Brydon.  He  has  over- 
come great  obstacles  in  bringing  the  Dan  Rice 
Circus  through  the  season  a  winner. 


Early  on  the  Morning  of  September  29,  F.  L- 
Flack,  Owner  of  the  Northwestern  Shows  of 
Coldwater,  Michigan,  with  his  assistant,  Ray 
Myers,  arrived  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory.  From 
the  back-end  of  their  coupe  our  men  unloaded 
the  cylinder  blocks  of  three  ELI  POWER 
Units  which  were  overhauled  and  fitted  with 
new  pistons  during  the  next  two  days. 

It  was  a  genuine  pleasure  to  have  Mr. 
Flack  with  us  for  a  visit.  He  has  been  our 
friend  and  customer  for  twenty-three  years. 
Mr.  Flack  and  Mr.  Myers  left  for  the  return 
trip  to  Coldwater  on  the  30th,  taking  back  two 
of  the  Power  Unit  engine  blocks. 

*  *     * 

J.  R.  Strayer,  General  Manager  of  the  Pan- 
American  Shows  closed  the  season  at  Augusta, 
Arkansas  and  trucked  all  equipment  back  to 
Cairo,  Illinois  for  storage  during  the  winter. 

*  *     * 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Curl  of  Tyndall,  South 
Dakota  stopped  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  a  few 
hours  on  October  16,  during  an  after  season 
vacation  trip  to  Kansas  City,  St.  Louis  and 
other  parts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curl  report  a  fair 
season  with  their  riding-devices,  considering 
the  extreme  drouth  of  the  past  two  seasons. 
Mr.  Curl  purchased  his  No.  5  Wheel  in  1931. 

*  *     * 

BIG  ELI  Owner  Henry  Hoffner  of  Cherry, 
Illinois  dropped  into  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  on 
October  16.  He  reports  a  good  season  with  his 
No.  5  Wheel  and  other  rides. 
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Our  Front  Cover 

K^ANY  visitors  to  the  Texas  Centennial 
■^  Celebration  in  Dallas  will  remember 
:hese  two  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheels,  because 
lundreds  of  them  rode  these  Wheels  while  the 
I^elebration  was  in  progress. 

These  two  Wheels  started  their  careers  at  the 
Dentury  of  Progress  Exposition  in  Chicago  in 
L934.  After  that  event  came  to  an  end  they 
vere  booked  for  a  tour  of  Fairs  with  the  Beck- 
nann  &  Gerety  Shows. 

Operator  Frank  Bittle  has  our  thanks  for 
sroviding  this  fine  picture.  He  states  the 
tVheels  have  enjoyed  good  patronage  and  have 
)perated  throughout  the  season  with  only  a 
ew  minor  repairs  needed. 

*  *     * 

A   Nice  Increase 

During  24  operating  days  at  four  towns  in 
iouthwestern  territory  a  Du-Plex  Unit  ot  No. 
)'s  in  1935  grossed  a  total  of  $1913.  At  the 
;ame  towns  in  the  same  number  of  days  during 
he  1936  season  the  gross  was  $2584.65.  This 
s  an  average  increase  of  $27.85  per  day  over 
ast  year. 

*  *     * 

^'loyd  E.  Gooding,  General  Manager  of  Good- 
ng  Greater  Shows,  Columbus,  Ohio  writes: 
'We  want  you  to  know  that  the  No.  16  Wheel 
)perated  at  the  Great  Lakes  Exposition  in 
Cleveland  is  satisfactory  in  every  respect.  We 
jnjoyed  a  nice  business  on  it.  It  is  possible  we 
vill  use  this  Wheel  for  portable  operation  next 
/^ear  and  if  we  do  we  will  want  to  equip  it  with 
m  ELI  Power  Unit. 

NOTE:  A  picture  of  this  No.  16  in  operation 
it  Cleveland  appears  on  Page  92  of  this  issue. 

*  *     * 

ZIrowley's  United  Shows  are  stored  for  the 
vinter  at  the  Fair  Grounds  in  Shelbina,  Mo. 
vith  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay  Adams  in  charge. 

*  *     * 

3.  G.  Carlson,  Erie,  Pennsylvania  joined  the 
BIG  ELI  Family  of  Wheel  Owners  when  he 
purchased  a  No.  5  early  in  May;  this  he  operated 
it  Waldameer  Beach  Park,  Erie,  and  played 
ate  celebrations  nearby. 

"Have  had  a  very  enjoyable  season  with  the 
BIG  ELI  Wheel,"  he  writes  recently.  "I  can- 
not recall  any  ride  I  would  prefer  to  handle 
better  than  the  BIG  ELI." 


P.  N.  Bharucha 
We  take  pleasure  in  presenting  to  our  readers  a 
late  picture  of  P.  N.  Bharucha,  owner  of 
Bharucha's  Fairyland  Exhibition  Company  of 
Bombay,  India.  He  is  the  son  of  the  late  N.  E. 
Bharucha  of  Bombay,  who  purchased  a  No. 
12  BIG  ELI  in  1913. 

Early  in  October  he  wrote:  "I  take  this  opportu- 
nity to  thank  you  sincerely  for  supplying  me 
regularly  with  BIG  ELI  NEWS  which  I  find 
very  interesting  and  helpful.  I  am  following  in 
my  late  father's  footsteps  running  the  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  with  other  concessions  at  Fairs  and 
Exhibitions.  I  find  the  Wheel  very  profitable. 
It  has  never  let  me  down  as  yet.  The  monsoon 
season  has  started  in  our  country  and  I  have 
stored  the  Wheel  and  other  equipment  until 
the  rains  come  to  an  end.  In  the  meantime  I 
am  making  small  repairs  and  doing  a  little 
overhauling  to  have  the  Wheel  ready  for  the 
coming  season.  Experience  has  taught  me  never 
to  neglect  the  most  trivial  of  repairs. 

*  *     * 

O.  H.  AUin's  American  United  Shows,  Inc. 
ended  the  1936  season  on  October  17  at  Yakima, 
Washington  and  went  into  storage  at  Seattle. 
Mr.  Allin  reports  some  good  days  with  the 
Du-Plex  No.  12  Unit. 

*  *     * 

Cetlin  &  Wilson  Shows  finished  their  season  at 
Rocky  Mount,  N.  Carolina  on  November  7 
and  shipped  into  winter  quarters  at  Greensboro, 
Manager  Jack  Wilson  reports  a  very  satis- 
factory season. 
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Shirley  Temple  enjoys  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel 

Someone  with  Crafts  20  Big  Shows  sends  in 
this  photo  showing  the  child  motion-picture 
star,  Shirley  Temple  getting  a  big  "kick"  out 
of  riding  one  of  the  No.  5  Wheels  with  the 
Crafts  Shows  playing  the  Los  Angeles  County 
Fair  at  Pamona,  California. 

Shirley  is  a  grand  little  actress  who  has  given 
clean,  wholesome  entertainment  to  millions  of 
people.  We  are  glad  she  gets  a  good,  clean  kick 
out  of  riding  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 

*  *     * 

The  Pearson  Shows  are  stored  in  winter 
quarters  at  Ramsey,  Illinois  and  Manager  Anna 
Jane  Pearson  and  her  mother  spent  several 
weeks  at  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas.  The  Pearson 
Shows  report  one  of  the  most  successful  seasons 
in  its  history. 

*  +     * 

Jimmie  Boyd,  Special  Agent  for  the  Great 
Sutton  Shows  advises  he  visited  a  few  weeks 
with  his  mother  in  Carmi,  Illinois  and  then 
proceed  to  Florida  to  do  publicity  work  with 
his  sound  truck.  Last  season  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boyd  purchased  a  new  House  Trailer  which  will 
be  their  home  on  the  Florida  trip. 

*  *     * 

Barfield's  Cosmopolitan  Shows  closed  the  1936 
season  at  Colquitt,  Georgia  on  November  14. 

*  *     * 

The  John  C.  Lemoine  Attractions  closed  on 
October  12  and  trucked  into  winter  quarters  at 
Holyoke,  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Lemoine  reports 
a  profitable  season  and  states  he  was  glad  to 
have  a  visit  from  Ride  Owner  W.  T.  McNally 
of  Boston.  Mr.  McNally  purchased  two  new 
BIG  ELI  Trailers  and  a  new  Tilt-A-Whirl  last 
season. 


Dispensa-Mirabella 

We  are  happy  to  announce  the  marriage  of 
Miss  Prudence  Mirabella  of  Chicago  to  Mr. 
John  Dispensa  of  Hinsdale,  Illinois  which  was 
held  at  St.  Richards  Church  in  Chicago  on  the 
morning  of  November  22. 

The  bride  is  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Mirabella  of  5078  Archer  Avenue,  Chicago. 
The  groom  is  the  second  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
N.  S.  Dispensa  of  Hinsdale,  Illinois,  well  known 
in  Chicago  Territory  as  Riding-Device  Op- 
erators. 

President  Lee  A.  Sullivan  and  Mrs.  Sullivan 
accepted  the  invitation  to  be  present  at  the 
wedding  and  drove  to  Chicago  where  they  were 
among  the  guests  at  the  church  and  also  at  the 
wedding  dinner  held  at  the  home  of  the  bride's 
mother.  It  was  necessary  to  leave  early  and 
they  were  sorry  to  miss  the  reception  held  at 
5:30  that  evening  at  Walter  Hall,  5214  South 
Halsted  Street. 

Prudence  and  John  have  our  sincere  con- 
gratulations and  we  hope  they  will  have  many 
happy  years  of  wedded  life.  After  the  honey- 
moon they  will  make  their  home  at  19  West 
Chicago  Avenue  in  Hunsdale. 

Our  congratulations  also  extend  heartily  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Dispensa  on  the  arrival  of  a 
daughter,  Grace,  first  child  on  November  4th, 
weight  7  lbs.  2^/2  ounces.  The  mother  was 
formerly  Miss  Florence  Mirabella,  sister  of 
Prudence,  John's  bride. 

*  *  * 
Sales-Manager  Ben  O.  Roodhouse  and  Mrs. 
Roodhouse  spent  several  days  in  Faribault, 
Minnesota  the  week  of  October  12th.  The 
trip  was  of  a  business  nature  to  the  Sellner 
Manufacturing  Company  Plant  where  the 
Tilt-A- Whirl  is  built. 

*  *     * 

Carl  Byers  and  Harry  Beach  of  Byer*-.  Brothers' 
Shows  spent  a  few  hours  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  on  November  4th. 

*  *     * 

Hugh  Hill,  of  Birmingham,  manager  of  Alabama 
Ride  Company,  states  they  have  been  closed 
since  October  15th. 

"Would  have  had  our  best  season  in  years," 
he  writes,  "had  it  not  been  for  the  paralysis 
epidemic.  This  caused  us  to  lose  nine  good 
engagements,  forced  us  to  change  our  route 
twice  and  we  were  in  quarantine  three  weeks 
in  one  city.  I  hope  to  see  you  at  the  Park 
Convention  in  Chicago." 
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John  T/Rea  tvith  a  neiv  24'foot  BIG  ELI  Semi'Trailer 


rhis  picture  was  taken  on  October  10  just  as 
vlr.  John  T.  Rea  was  leaving  the  factory  with 
lis  new  24-foot  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer,  enroute 
0  his  home  at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  13th  he  wrote:  "Arrived  home  o.k. 
vith  the  trailer.  Was  only  on  the  road  one 
light,  and  the  driver  said  it  rolled  along  just 
ike  a  passenger  car.  I  will  add  that  I  am  more 
;han  pleased  with  it." 

Mr.  Rea  operated  several  of  his  tented 
ittractions  with  the  Dumas  &  Reid  Happyland 
shows  last  season.  They  have  been  using  BIG 
3LI  Trailers  for  several  seasons  and  he  gained 
irst-hand  information  of  the  dependability 
ind  stamina  of  these  units. 

*  *     * 

rhe  Harry  Winters  Exposition  Shows  are 
stored  at  Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania  and 
manager  Winters  is  now  in  Tampa,  Florida. 

Ted  Ruth,  Operator  of  the  Three-in-Line  No. 
16's  with  Beckmann  &  Gerety  Shows  is  spend- 
ing the  winter  with  home  folks  at  Farmington, 
Missouri. 

*  *     * 

"The  weather  down  here  has  been  very  dis- 
agreeable," writes  Clyde  R.  Legette  from 
Arkansas.  "However,  am  tickled  to  death  that 
we  are  moving  along  from  week  to  week  and 
making  a  living." 


Writes  our  friend  F.  A.  Steinbarger,  BIG  ELI 
Owner  now  at  Aransas  Pass,  Texas: 

"Had  a  very  good  season  this  year  with 
the  Bob  Hurst  Shows.  We  played  twenty-three 
weeks  and  had  one  still  spot  after  the  last  week 
in  June.  Started  our  Celebrations  one  week 
before  the  Fourth.  Had  several  spots  where 
I  could  easily  have  used  another  No.  5  to  help 
take  care  of  the  crowds.  Have  booked  with 
Mr.  Hurst  again  for  next  year  and  will  play 
practically  the  same  territory.  Send  the  NEWS 
to  Aransas  Pass.  Will  be  there  the  next  six 
months.  This  is  a  wonderful  place  to  fish  and 
hunt  ducks  and  that  is  just  what  I  am  going  to 
do  from  now  on." 


Carstine  "Speck"  Chandler 

Carstine  "Speck"  Chandler,  age  22,  former  2nd 
man  on  the  No.  5  Wheel  with  William  Hoffner 
Attractions,  died  in  the  hospital  at  Charleston, 
West  Virginia  on  Oct.  28  from  injuries  received 
when  his  motorcycle  collided  with  a  sign  post 
near  Buffalo,  Virginia. 

During  the  past  season  he  had  charge  of  Mr. 
Hoffner's  Kiddie  Auto  Ride,  and  after  the  show 
closed  started  for  his  home  at  Christiansburg, 
Virginia. 
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ON  the  back  cover  of  this  issue  is  a  picture 
of  Mr.  B.  C.  Frisk's  1936  Tilt-A-Whirl 
playing  one  of  his  most  successful  celebrations. 
In  addition  he  operates  a  No.  5  Wheel,  a 
Merry-Go-Round,  Miniature  Automobiles  and 
a  Kiddie  Auto  Ride  on  his  Frisk  Greater  Shows. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frisk  have  been  associated 
with  various  shows  as  operators  of  corn-game 
and  other  concessions  for  the  past  twenty  years. 
The  1936  season  was  their  first  with  their  own 
company.  In  a  recent  letter  to  M.  W.  Sellner 
of  Faribault,  Minnesota,  manufacturer  of  the 
Tilt- A- Whirl  he  writes:  "We  have  been  doing 
nicely  at  the  Fairs  and  at  several  of  them  broke 
all  previous  records  for  gross  business.  Mrs. 
Frisk  and  I  are  very  happy  that  we  are  making 
a  go  of  it  and  we  appreciate  what  the  new 
Tilt- A- Whirl  is  doing  for  us." 


"Just  the  usual  end  of  the  season  letter,"  writes 
J.  W.  Conklin  of  Conklin  &  Garret's  All 
Canadian  Shows,  "to  say  'Hello'  and  tell  you 
that  our  twin  BIG  ELI  Wheels  this  year  again 
proved  remarkably  successful.  They  have 
shown  a  decided  increase  in  business  over  1935. 

"The  Show  closed  at  Windsor,  Ontario  on 
October  10  and  we  shipped  into  Hamilton  for 
the  winter.  It  has  been  a  rather  eventful  year 
in  many  ways.  The  first  time  we  have  opened 
and  closed  in  the  same  city.  Our  season  was 
25  weeks  and  we  showed  21  exhibitions,  3 
celebrations  and  about  7  weeks  of  stUl  dates. 
Most  Fairs  and  Exhibitions  were  two  each 
week. 

"Look  forward  to  seeing  you  in  Chicago. 
Kindly  convey  my  regards  to  Mr.  Sullivan. 


For  BETTER  BUSINESS  in  1937  use  BIG  ELI   Products : 


BIG  ELI  WHEELS     .-.      ELI  POWER  UNITS 
BIG  ELI  SEMI-TRAILERS 


] 


// 


DE-LUXE"    SEAT    EQUIPMENT 


A  limited  number  of  sets  of  BIG 
ELI  Seats  finished  in  gloss-white 
enamel  with  gold  leafed  scrolls 
and  plate  glass  mirrors  will  be 
available  for  the  1937  selling 
season.  In  their  preparation  five 
coats  of  high  quality  paints  are 
used  to  produce  an  attractive,  durable  and  high-gloss  finish.  These  "De-Luxe" 
BIG  ELI  Seats  add  that  extra  touch  of  "flash"  that  draws  bigger  profits  to 
the  ticket-box.  Available  on  any  adult  model  BIG  ELI  Wheel  at  a  small 
additional  cost. 
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MORE  LIGHTS  make  BIGGER  PROFITS 


A  fat  quota  of  Johnny  Q. 
Public's  greenbacks  flow- 
ed through  the  ticket-bos 
of  this  "De-Luxe"  No.  5 
with  the  Pearson  Shows 
in  1936.  One  reason  is 
because  it  looks  very  ca- 
pable of  showing  him  a 
jolly  good  time  for  his 
money. 

Mrs.  Anna  Jane  Pearson 
states  that  patrons  in 
every  town  commented 
on  the  trim,  neat  appear- 
ance of  her  Wheel.  The 
increased  drawing  power 
of  its  brilliant  lighting 
effects  had  no  small  part 
in  coaxing  John  Public 
to  come  through  with 
more  business  and  bigger 
profits. 


Electrical  fixtures  on  this  Wheel  were  made  in  the  BIG  ELI  Factory.  Outer  circle,  inside 
circle,  axle  unit  and  ticket-box  top  scrolls  are  wood  mounted  with  weather-proof  wiring 
and  heavy-duty  connectors.  OLTER  CIRCLE  has  12  sections  of  10  lights  each  and  packs 
into  one  crate  without  removing  light  globes.  TICKET-BOX  has  24  lights  on  top  scrolls, 
10  lights  below  top  and  packs  into  two  crates.  This  type  TICKET-BOX  and  OLTER 
CIRCLE  are  Standard  Equipment  with  1937  Model  Wheels. 

SMALL  CIRCLE  has  12  sections,  6  lights  each  and  packs  into  a  single  crate  without 
removing  light  gloves.  AXLE  LIGHTING  L'NIT  has  4  strips  carrying  a  total  of  26  lights 
and  packs  into  one  crate  without  removing  globes.  These  two  fixtures  are  not  standard 
equipment,  however  they  may  be  had  on  any  model  BIG  ELI  Wheel  at  slight  extra  cost. 


WRITE  FOR  PRICES  .\ND 
EOLTPMENT. 


ADDITIONAL   INFORMATION    ON   BIG   ELI  LIGHTING 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Builders  of  Dependable  Products 

JACKSONVILLE  .  -         -  .  ILLINOIS 
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EDITORIAL 

\\7E  very  seldom  attend  the  motion  picture 
'^  '  theatre,  but  on  a  recent  trip  to  a  northern 
State  friends  entertained  us  with  a  Theatre 
Party  where  we  saw  an  interesting  picture. 
The  story  plot  of  this  picture  was  rather  un- 
usual. A  woman  had  married  a  rich  husband 
just  to  have  a  wonderful  home.  Every  article 
of  furniture,  every  item  in  the  home  had  to  be 
spotlessly  clean  and  in  its  stated  place  without 
exception.  In  maintaining  this  standard  the 
wife  discouraged  the  husband  bringing  friends 
to  their  home  and  refused  to  see  people  who 
would  otherwise  be  friendly  to  her.  Her 
attitude  was  so  pronounced  that  her  neighbors 
shunned  her  and  her  husband's  friends  never 
visited  in  that  home.  These  conditions  became 
so  unbearable  that  a  relative  living  in  the  home 
moved  out  and  later  the  servants  all  quit. 
Then  the  husband  could  no  longer  stand  to 
come  home  and  live  in  such  conditions  so  he 
left.  The  moral  to  the  story  was  "People  who 
live  to  themselves  are  usually  left  to  them- 
selves." 

If  the  opportunity  comes,  see  this  picture,  the 
title  of  which  is  "Craig's  Wife."  It  really  is 
thought  provoking,  well  acted  and  if  it  carries 
the  same  reminder  to  you  it  did  to  me,  the 
two  hours  it  takes  of  your  time  will  be  well 
spent.    The  lesson  that  it  gave  me  was,  think 


more  deeply  upon  the  values  of  friendship.  Life 
is  worth  very  little  without  friends.  We  think 
of  them  constantly.  We  lean  upon  them  heavily. 
How  could  we  do  without  them? 

"But,"  a  man  says,  "Business  and  Friend- 
ship are  separate."  Think  with  me  of  any 
important  business  transaction  of  your  ex- 
perience into  which  friendship  did  not  enter. 
Either  contracting  parties  were  friends  before 
the  transaction  began  or  if  the  business  was 
completed  satisfactorily  they  were  friends  by 
the  time  it  closed.  This  we  know  to  be  a  fact 
from  years  of  actual  experience. 

Do  you  belong  to  a  club  or  a  lodge?  If  so, 
why  do  you  attend  its  meetings?  To  get  some 
of  the  higher  and  better  things  of  life?  Yes, 
that  is  agreed.  But  do  not  friendships  and 
contacts  with  your  friends  enter  quite  impor- 
tantly into  these  meetings? 

Being  a  member  of  a  certain  club  or  lodge  I 
have  attended  their  meetings  in  strange  cities 
where  I  was  not  acquainted.  There  was  some 
hesitancy  in  doing  this  because  the  entire 
membership  were  strangers.  Before  the  meet- 
ing closed  I  had  become  acquainted  with  some 
fine  friendly  fellows  and  the  experience  was 
much  worth  while. 

Attending  final  service  in  memory  of  a 
departed  friend  a  few  days  ago  I  heard  a 
minister  make  this  statement :  "If  I  had  to 
choose  between  great  riches  and  having  good 
friends  I  would  lose  the  riches  and  choose  the 
friends."  After  all,  what  is  money,  property  or 
material  values  without  friends?  So  let  us  be 
thankful  for  friendship. 

*  *  * 
One  great  writer  has  said:  "Honest  men 
esteem  and  value  nothing  so  much  in  this 
world  as  real  friends.  Words  cannot  express 
the  joy  which  a  friend  imparts,  they  only  can 
know  who  have  experienced  this.  A  friend  is 
dearer  than  the  light  of  heaven  for  it  would  be 
better  for  us  that  the  sun  was  exhausted  than 
we  should  be  without  friends." 


"It  is  better  to  decide  between  our 

enemies  than  our  friends;  for  one  of 

our  friends  will   most  likely  become 

our  enemy;  but  on   the  other  hand, 

one  of    your  enemies  will   probably 

become  your  friend." 

—BIAS 
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Clhristmas  JWesBage 


"UST  a  few  more  days  and  the  year  1936  will  be  only  another 
milestone  along  the  Endless  Road  of  Time.  It  will  be  re- 
membered as  a  year  which  brought  an  increased  portion  of 
the  good  things  in  life  to  most  of  us.  For  ourselves,  we  have  been 
blessed  with  a  larger  volume  of  business  than  we  anticipated  and 
for  this  we  are  truly  grateful. 

As  we  look  back  over  the  events  of  the  past  year  there  is  one  thing 
that  stands  out  in  value  above  everything  else — that  is  the  Friend- 
ship, Confidence  and  Good  Will  you  have  bestowed  upon  us.  The 
importance  of  Friendship  is  even  more  appreciated  when  we  recall 
that  eighty  percent  of  our  1936  business  has  been  with  those  who 
purchased  equipment  from  us  in  past  years. 

So  as  1936  comes  to  a  close  and  we  extend  our  Yuletide  Greetings 
to  the  readers  of  Big  Eli  News,  our  sincere  hope  above  all  else  is 
that  a  host  of  True  Friendships  will  be  yours  throughout  all  of  1937. 
May  these  Friendships  bring  you  a  richer  portion  of  Health,  Happi- 
ness, Good  Will  and  Prosperity. 

As  for  ourselves,  we  shall  be  amply  blest  just  to  enjoy  a  continuation 
of  the  Friendly  Confidence  you  have  given  us  in  the  past.  May 
these  be  ours  throughout  the  New  Year. 


Sincerely  yours, 

THE  EDITOR 


■*st>^ -^t^-^  ■«!fc>^  <s9!vi-« -asti-^  <s*t>^  <^^ 
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BIG  ELI  TALKS 


Top'Profit  payers  with  the  Happyland  Shows,  these  two  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
have  shown  an  increase  every  year.   Read  the  actual  figures  quoted  in  this  article. 


TT  is  our  desire  in  the  statements  following  to 
■*■  prove  to  you  that  operating  Duplex  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  on  Amusement  Midways  is  not  a 
temporary  "flash  in  the  pan"  idea.  For  1936 
we  list  for  you  a  much  larger  number  of  multiple 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  users  than  ever  before.  There 
are  possibly  others  who  have  more  than  one 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  on  their  midway  but  the 
following  list  is  taken  from  our  records  of  1936. 
It  is  natural  to  head  the  list  with  the  Royal 
American  Shows  because  they  have  pioneered 
the  operation  of  more  than  one  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  on  an  Amusement  Midway  as  a  perma- 
nent attraction.  You,  no  doubt,  are  well 
acquainted  with  a  number  of  these  Companies. 

Royal  American  Shows,  4-in-Line  No.  12. 

J.  J.  Jones  Exposition,  4-in-Line  No.  5. 

Beckmann  &  Gerety  Shows,   3-in-Line 
No.  16. 

The  following  list  operated  Duplex  No.   5 
BIG  ELI  Wheels  in  1936: 


Happyland  Shows 

Crowley  United  Shows 

Sol's  Liberty  Shows 

Southern  Tier  Shows 

Dee  Lang  Famous  Shows 

Byers  Bros.  Shows 

Hennies  Bros.  Shows 

Bill  Hames  Shows 

Capt.  Latlip's  Family  Shows 

W.  G.  Wade  Attractions 

Forsythe  Amusement  Company 

T.  J.  Tidwell  Shows 

Imperial  Shows 

Conklin    &    Garrett  Shows 
Notice  that  most  of  these  multiple  Wheels 
are  No.  5's.    This  size  remains  a  popular  BIG 
ELI  for  general  portable  use. 

Why  do  the  managers  of  these  companies 
advocate  the   multiple   or   Duplex   BIG   ELI 
Wheel    idea?     A    flashy    attraction    for    the 
Midway?   Yes. 
Increased  booking  power?  Yes. 
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But  these  reasons  are  not  sufficient  for  if  an 
attraction  does  not  get  sufficient  additional 
money  to  justify  its  existence  on  a  Midway  the 
plan  will  soon  pass  into  history. 

Duplex  or  Multiple  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
Do  Have  More  Earning  Power 

A  ride  operator  recently  wrote  us  that  he  was 
told  on  good  authority  by  the  manager  ot  Four- 
in-Line  BIG  ELI  Wheels  that  on  one  location 
this  year  these  Wheels  actually  earned  $375  in 
one  and  one-third  hour's  time.  That's  an 
average  of  more  than  $4.60  per  minute  for  the 
entire  eighty  minutes  of  operation.  Which  is, 
of  course,  an  exceptional  record  but  gives  some 
idea  of  the  capacity  of  four  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
to  handle  passengers. 

Here  is  a  late  summer  report  from  Eastern 
territory  on  Duplex  No.  5: 

Monday $160.50 

Tuesday 96.90 

Wednesday 17.70 

Thursday 150.70 

Friday.    ,, 106.50 

Saturday 182.50 

Total $714.80 

Two  other  Duplex  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
in  Central  West  territory,  a  five  day  celebration 
during  August: 

Sunday $101.60 

Monday 152.00 

Tuesday 167.00 

Wednesday 328.00 

Thursday 45.70 

Total $794.30 


A  late  Southern  celebration,  six  days'  work 
for  Duplex  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheels: 

Monday $  26.10 

Tuesday 112.90 

Wednesday 171.00 

Thursday 103.70 

Friday 413.00 

Saturday 207.00 

Total $1033.70 

Happyland  Shows,  Dumas  &  Reid,  Managers 
have  operated  in  about  the  same  territory  for 
a  number  of  years.  In  1933  their  single  No.  5 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  grossed  $4585.40.  Then  they 
added  another  No.  5  and  operated  Du-Plex 
BIG  ELI  Wheels  in  1934,  gross  receipts  for 
that  year  increasing  to  $7802.70.  This  was  a 
net  increase  of  $3217.30,  with  the  two  Wheels. 
In  1935  the  Du-Plex  Wheels  made  a  better 
showing  with  a  total  gross  of  $8552.40.  Yes 
we  have  saved  the  best  until  the  last,  for  in 
1936  these  Du-Plex  Wheels  grossed  $9956.95. 
In  1936,  Du-Plex  BIG  ELI  Wheels  more  than 
doubled  what  the  single  Wheel  grossed  in  1933. 

Remember  this  was  over  practically  the 
same  territory  year  after  year.  The  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  ARE  increasing  in  popularity. 

Investigate  the  Du-Plex  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
idea  for  1937.  Increase  your  booking  power, 
add  flash  to  your  Midway  and  best  of  all, 
increase  your  receipts  in  worth  while  amounts 
with  Du-Plex  BIG  ELI  Wheels. 

Sincerely  yours, 

BEN  0.  ROODHOUSE, 

Sales  Manager. 


TO  OUR  READERS: 

If  you  find  a  little  pink  card  between  these  pages  of  your  copy  of  the  "NEWS" 
it  means  your  subscription  needs  renewing. 

Just  write  your  name  and  address  on  the  card,  put  on  a  Ic  stamp  and  drop  it 
in  a  mail-box.  When  it  gets  back  here  we  will  know  you  are  interested  in  reading 
BIG  ELI  NEWS  and  your  name  will  be  kept  on  the  list  to  receive  it  throughout 
the  coming  year. 

—THE  EDITOR. 
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A  RELIABLE  PARK  ATTRACTION 


SOME  of  the  men  in 
the  BIG  ELI  Office 
were  recently  talking 
about  Ferris  Wheels  of 
years  ago  and  how  they 
had  been  replaced  by  the 
modern  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
with  Carnival  Companies 
and  in  many  Amusement 
Parks  throughout  the 
country. 

We  told  them  about 
the  first  Columbian  Ex- 
position Wheel  of  1893 
which  measured  268  feet 
high,  carried  36  enclosed 
steel  cars  with  a  total 
trip  capacity  of  2160 
passengers.  From  this 
Wheel  W.  E.  Sullivan 
got  his  idea  for  the  BIG 
ELI,  later  transferred 
the  idea  to  tracings  and 
blueprints  and  then  to 
the  first  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
in  1900. 

As  the  years  went  by 
our  Company  built  some 
special  Wheels  including 
an  85  foot,  14  car  struc- 
ture for  the  Alaska  Yu- 
kon Exposition  at  Seattle, 
Washington  in  1909.  A 
50  foot,  12  car  Wheel  for 
Rocky  Point  Park,  War- 
wick, Rhode  Island  in 
1913,  and  a  later  model 

12  car  Wheel  60  feet  high  for  the  San  Diego 
Exposition  in  1914. 

The  closed  car  Wheel  idea  was  not  so  success- 
ful. Wheels  with  the  open  type  seats  were  more 
popular  and  better  money-getters.  A  large 
Wheel  with  more  seats  and  with  a  fine  scenic 
view  became  so  much  in  demand  that  in  1922 
the  first  No.  16  BIG  ELI  became  a  reality.  At 
once  a  number  of  park  managers  bought  these 
Wheels,  erected  them  in  prominent  places  in 
their  parks  and  found  them  to  be  popular 
money-getters. 

Then  some  portable  ride  owners  learned  that 
the  No.  16  Wheel  could  be  handled  portably 


¥ 


F.  E.  Gooding's  No.  16  BIG  ELI  in  operation  at 
Great  hakes  Exposition,  Cleveland,  Ohio 


and  a  few  of  these  Wheels  have  been  success- 
fully operated  as  portable  rides  during  the  past 
several  years.  Mostly,  however,  the  No.  16 
Wheel  has  been  considered  a  Park  ride  and  two 
of  these  Wheels  were  operated  side  by  side  at 
A  Century  of  Progress,  Chicago  in  a  very 
prominent  location  on  the  Midway  during  1934. 
During  1936  the  same  two  No.  16  Wheels  have 
been  an  attraction  at  the  Texas  Centennial  in 
Dallas,  Texas.  A  picture  of  them  appears  on 
the  front  cover  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS  and  is 
shown  through  the  courtesy  of  Frank  Bittle, 
who  had  charge  of  the  Wheels  during  1936  as 
head  operator. 
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R.  C.  Illions  who  managed  the  Wheels  and 
other  rides  at  the  Texas  Centennial  wrote  us  on 
August  13th  as  follows: 

"The  Wheels  started  off  with  a  bang  but  soon 
came  to  a  steady  grind,  averaging  about  $700 
gross  per  week.  It's  so  hot  here  that  we  can't 
blame  folks  for  not  coming  out  in  the  day  time. 
Hope  you  can  manage  to  drive  down  in  the 
fall,  will  be  glad  to  see  you.  With  best  regards, 
RUDY  C.  ILLIONS." 

Another  celebration  which  includes  a  BIG 
ELI  No.  16  on  the  midway  is  the  Great  Lakes 
Exposition  at  Cleveland,  Ohio  and  a  picture  ot 
Mr.  Gooding's  No.  16  appears  with  this  article. 
The  Wheel  was  shipped  to  Cleveland  in  June 
this  year  and  after  having  it  erected  Mr. 
Gooding  wrote  us  as  follows: 

"We  have  the  Wheel  erected  at  Cleveland 
and  it  surely  looks  fine.  We  are  naturally 
pleased  with  the  condition  of  the  ride  beyond 
our  expectations  in  every  respect.  It  affords  me 
great  pleasure  again  to  make  the  statement 
that  there  is  no  "jip"  in  the  Eli  Bridge  Company 
way  of  doing  business.  We  found  everything 
just  so,  full  line  of  tools,  erecting  equipment, 
globes,  wire,  all  complete. 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  fairness,  and 
with  all  good  wishes,  I  remain  just  as  ever. 

Respectfully  yours, 
F.  E.  GOODING, General  Mgr., 
Gooding  Greater  Shows,  Inc." 
In  mid-July  Mr.  Gooding  wrote  us  as  follows: 
"The  Great  Lakes  Exposition  is  a  large  show, 
but  the  temperature  has  ranged  from  95  to  105 
degrees  for  the  last  ten  days,  and  naturally  the 
attendance  has  suffered,  and  business  fell  off 
on  this  account.   The  Wheel  has  enjoyed  a  fair 
play  there,  and  I  think  will  do  better  as  the 
weather  gets  more  normal." 

Not  only  at  the  big  Exhibition  centers  but  in 
many  parks  throughout  the  country  the  No. 
16  is  a  real  attraction.  It  is  capable  of  earning 
profits  to  pay  well  on  the  investment.  The 
following  reports  come  from  East  and  Southern 
country,  while  they  are  not  so  large  they  do 
show  the  ability  of  the  No.  16  BIG  ELI  to 
earn  profits  when  crowds  are  in  attendance  at 
park  locations. 

Seven  days'  work  at  a  Southern  Park,  mid- 
summer of  1936: 

Monday $  11.10 

Tuesday 10.30 

Wednesday 11.40 


Thursday 10.70 

Friday 13.50 

Saturday 205.10 

Sunday 64.10 

Total $326.20 

Seven  days  in  an  Eastern  Park,  mid-summer, 
1936: 

Monday $  90.15 

Tuesday 16.55 

Wednesday 36.55 

Thursday 113.75 

Friday 7.00 

Saturday 24.40 

Sunday 54.10 

Total $342.50 

A  late  summer  celebration  in  an  Eastern 
Park: 

Monday $188.15 

Tuesday 5.15 

Wednesday 95.50 

Thursday 3.00 

Friday 11.10 

Saturday 4.80 

Sunday 47.90 

Total $355.60 

These  actual  reports  will  demonstrate  to  you 
that  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  does  get  money  in  park 
locations  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

*     *     * 

No.  16  BIG  ELI  runs  three  and  one-half 
revolutions  per  minute.  No  ride  in  a  park  has 
better  electric  lighting  possibilities.  During 
the  early  spring  months  of  1936  we  shipped  a 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  to  Blackpool  Pleasure  Beach, 
Blackpool,  England.  When  Mr.  G.  E.  Booth, 
Representative  of  Lusse  Bros.,  Limited,  of 
London,  England  visited  us  on  October  12  he 
showed  us  pictures  and  indicated  to  us  that  the 
No.  16  BIG  ELI  was  proving  a  really  popular 
attraction  for  its  first  season  at  Blackpool 
Pleasure  Beach. 

Are  you  interested  in  an  attraction  for 
your  park  that  has  profit  earning  ability, 
wonderful  electrical  possibilities,  and  last, 
but  not  least,  a  well  built  attraction  that 
will  with  ordinary  care  last  many  years? 

Investigate  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  and  let  us 
give  you  additional  facts  and  figures  about 
this  money-getting  amusement  attraction. 
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THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 


Rebuilding  the  Spokes 

CEVERAL  years  ago  we  rode  a  No.  12  BIG 
^  ELI  Wheel  playing  a  town  not  far  from  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory.  As  the  seat  moved  around 
there  were  two  places  where  we  felt  a  slight 
jolt  accompanied  by  a  clicking  noise  from  near 
the  hubs.  We  spoke  of  this  to  the  Wheel 
Owner  and  later  in  the  evening  we  examined 
the  hubs. 

The  Wheel,  a  1914  Model,  had  developed 
considerable  loose  play  in  the  hub-pins,  holes 
and  tenons  and  at  the  seat -pin  plates  at  the 
outer  ends  of  the  spokes.  The  Owner  inquired 
how  the  trouble  could  be  remedied  and  we  told 
him  the  only  satisfactory  method  was  to  have 
the  spokes  re-fitted  with  new  tenons  and  hub 
plates  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory,  and  buy  a 
new  set  of  hubs  and  pins. 

Last  season  he  brought  in  these  spokes  and 
we  reconditioned  them.  The  steel  was  straight- 
ened, new  spoke-blocks  put  in  and  new  tenons 
and  outer  plates  riveted  on  each  spoke.  The 
Wheel  Owner  added  two  new  hubs  with  pins 
and  rings.  The  result:  all  the  looseness  that 
had  developed  in  23  years  of  operation  was 
eliminated,  and  the  structure  fit  together  as 
snugly  as  if  it  were  brand  new.  The  cost  of  this 
work  was  less  than  a  fair  day's  gross  business 
on  the  Wheel. 

This  looseness  does  not  become  serious,  as  a 
rule,  until  the  Wheel  has  been  in  operation  15 
to  20  seasons.  Some  of  you  Wheel  Men  with 
old  Wheels  are  probably  facing  that  problem 
now.  You  will  naturally  ask:  "Why  must  the 
spokes  be  sent  into  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  for 
rebuilding?  Why  can't  we  buy  the  tenons  and 
plates  and  rivet  them  on  ourselves?" 

Our  answer  is:  "You  can  buy  these  parts  and 
put  them  on,  doing  an  apparently  satisfactory 
job.  But,  can  you  be  absolutely  sure  that 
the  distance  between  the  hub-pin  holes 
and  seat-pin  holes  is  exactly  correct?  Can 
you  get  this  distance  exactly  the  same  on 
every  spoke?" 

It  is  the  absolute  exactness  of  this  measure- 
ment on  which  the  complete  interchangeability 
of  every  BIG  ELI  Wheel  depends.  An  error  so 
small  as  one  sixty-fourth  of  an  inch  in  each 
spoke  will  mean  a  three-sixteenths  of  an  inch 
error  when  you  come  to  fitting  the  last  two 
rims  into  the  last  spoke. 

When  we  rebuild  your  spokes  at  the  BIG 
ELI   Factory   they   are   re-assembled   on   the 


Looseness  at  the  tenons,  hub'pins  and  pin- 
holes can  be  overcome  only  by  fitting  the 
spokes  tvith  netv  tenons  and  adding  a  set  of 
neiv  hubs  and  pins  as  detailed  in  this  article. 
The  hub  set'screiv,  shoivn  here,  should  always 
be  tightened  so  that  the  axle  turns  ivith  the 
hubs. 

same  master  jig  on  which  all  spokes  for  that 
particular  model  are  made.  There  is  a  separate 
jig  for  the  spokes  of  the  No.  5;  another  for 
the  No.  16  and  another  for  the  No.  12. 

New  tenons,  which  already  have  the  pin- 
holes bored  to  correct  size  are  riveted  on  the 
spokes.  Next  the  two  plates  at  the  seat-pin 
end  are  riveted  in  place,  not  bored.  The  spoke 
is  next  put  on  the  master  jig.  On  this  jig  is  a 
pin  which  fits  snugly  into  the  hole  in  the  spoke 
tenon.  The  spoke  is  then  clamped  in  place 
along  the  jig  and  at  the  outer  end  a  boring 
template  is  clamped  down  over  the  two  plates. 
This  template  is  a  part  of  the  jig  and  its  position 
never  varies.  All  at  one  operation  the  seat-pin 
hole  and  the  two  smaller  holes  at  each  side  are 
drilled  in  the  plates,  using  this  template  for  a 
guide. 

The  correct  measurement  has  been  worked 
out  to  within  a  thousandth  of  an  inch  accuracy. 
Every  spoke  fitted  on  this  master  jig  has  the 
exact  measurement  without  variance.  When 
your  rebuilt  spoke  is  removed  from  the  jig, 
you  could  use  it  on  a  brand  new  Wheel  and  it 
would  fit  perfectly. 


December 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 


Left  to  right:    Donald  ^vlcGregor,  Ben  O.  Roodhouse,  Mrs.  Donald  JvLcGregor,  Lee  A.  Sullivan 


Into  the  BIG  ELI  Office  on  October  20th 
walked  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  McGregor. 
"Know  where  the  Show  is?"  was  Mr.  Mc- 
Gregor's first  question. 

They  were  just  returning  from  a  3000  mile 
vacation  trip  into  Iowa,  Minnesota  and 
Canada,  and  Mr.  McGregor  left  word  with  the 
Show  Manager  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  BIG 
ELI  Office.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGregor  enjoyed 
their  vacation  trip  which  included  several  days 
spent  at  Mrs.  McGregor's  old  home  in  Iowa. 
They  brought  back  several  bushels  of  Canadian 
Crab  Apples,  and  passed  out  generous  samples 
to  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  folk. 

The  McGregors  have  operated  their  No.  5 
Wheel  since  1919.  "Several  times  the  Show 
couldn't  have  gone  on,"  Mr.  McGregor  stated, 
"if  it  hadn't  been  for  the  BIG  ELI." 

*  *     * 

Mr.  G.  E.  Booth  of  Wembley,  Middlesex, 
England  was  a  caller  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
on  October  12,  coming  by  airplane  from 
Philadelphia  by  way  of  St.  Louis  and  Spring- 
field. He  continued  on  by  train  to  Chicago, 
then  to  Detroit,  Buffalo  and  New  York  by  air. 

*  *     * 

Mr.  Lyle  Davis  has  joined  the  BIG  ELI  office 
force  as  assistant  to  C.  Truman  Reynolds  in 
the  cost-accounting  department. 


W.  J.  (Bill)  Wendler  of  Allan  Herschell  Com- 
pany, North  Tonawanda,  New  York,  visited 
with  us  on  October  3,  while  on  a  business  trip 
to  southwestern  territory.  This  was  his  first 
trip  to  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  and  we  enjoyed 
having  him  with  us. 

*  *  * 
Members  of  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  Family 
are  one  in  extending  congratulations  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  T.  A.  Dawson  of  415  Jordan  Street, 
Jacksonville,  on  the  attainment  of  their 
Golden  Wedding  Anniversary. 

Mr.  Dawson  is  known  to  us  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  as  "Lonnie"  Dawson.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  was  a  familiar  figure  in  the  paint 
shop  where  the  final  touches  were  put  on  BIG 
ELI  Seats.  Mr.  Dawson  started  his  services 
with  Eli  Bridge  Company  in  1906.  His  total 
service  record  with  BIG  ELI  is  twenty-five 
years,  the  latter  part  of  which  he  served  as 
Head  Painter  in  the  finishing  department. 

He  has  always  been  blessed  with  a  ready 
supply  of  what  one  might  call  "dry"  wit,  and 
he  always  has  the  right  answer  ready  at  the 
right  time. 

The  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary  was 
quietly  observed  at  their  home  on  Jordan 
Street  on  November  24th.  A  number  from  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory  called  during  the  day. 


Mr.  Frisk's  TILT-A-WHIRL 

GOES  TO  TOWN 


// 


// 


When  a  crotvd  like  this  mills  through  the  grounds  you  can  bet  that  a  neiv  Tilt'A-Whirl 

will  get  its  share  of  the  greenbacks.    B.  C.  Frisk  can  vouch  for  that.    He  recalls 

ivith  pleasure  the  fine  gross  business  his  netv  Tilt-A-Whirl  brought  in 

at  this  Celebration. 

The  Tilt-A-Whirl  wherever  operated  during  the  past  season  came  through  with  its 
share  of  increased  business.  Based  on  its  1936  performance  we  may  look  forward  to 
even  bigger  and  better  days  in  the  future. 

To  you  Ride-Men  who  contemplate  the  purchase  of  more  equipment  next  season,  let 
us  recommend  the  1937  Model  Tilt-A-Whirl.  It  will  have  several  new  improvements  in 
addition  to  those  featured  in  the  1936  Model  and  all  are  designed  to  add  to  the  already 
established  profitability  of  the  machine.  Since  it  was  introduced  in  1925  the  Tilt-A- 
Whirl  has  paid  the  ride-operator  increasingly  greater  profits.  Here  is  one  report  from  a 
four-day  spot  at  which  a  1936  Model  was  operated.  Monday,  $398.70;  Tuesday,  $253.20; 
Wednesday,  $120.90;  Thursday,  $131.80.    Total,  $904.60. 

Give  us  an  opportunity  to  tell  you  more  about  the  1937  Model.  Write  for  complete 
information  TODAY. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Selling     Agents 

JACKSONVILLE ILLINOIS 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 


Chicagoans  don't  ask:    "Whose  rides",  when  M.  J.  Doolan,  (right)  plays  a  spot. 
These  operators  keep  his  name  constantly  before  the  Public. 


M.  J.  Doolan  of  Chicago  says  that  it  pays  well 
to  keep  your  ride  men  looking  neat  and  attrac- 
tive. Here  he  is  with  three  of  his  BIG  ELI 
Operators,  left  to  right:  Leo  Oldham,  Charles 
Watson,  Fred  Jackson  and  Mr.  Doolan.  These 
caps  and  sweaters  give  the  boys  a  natty  appear- 
ance and  the  letters  keep  the  name  of  Doolan's 
rides  attractively  before  the  public. 

Mr.  Doolan  operates  in  and  around  Chicago 
and  tells  us  his  1936  season  was  most  successful. 
He  plans  to  add  another  Tilt-A- Whirl  for  1937 
and  more  semi-trailer  Units. 
*  *  * 
After  putting  their  Georgia  Attractions  into 
storage  at  Orangeburg,  South  Carolina,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Weiseman  drove  to  Apollo, 
Pennsylvania  for  a  visit  with  Mrs.  Weiseman's 
relatives.  Mr.  Weiseman  usually  operates 
through  the  winter  in  Florida  but  this  year 
decided  to  take  a  rest.  He  states  the  steel  mills 
in  the  Pittsburgh  area  are  running  heavily, 
which  portends  a  good  season  in  1937. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weiseman  returned  to  Orange- 
burg in  January  to  prepare  their  equipment  for 
the  coming  season. 


New  Tilt-A-Whirl  for 
W.  S.   Neal 

Milwaukee  box-car  504,356  on  December  21 
rolled  away  from  the  Sellner  Manufacturing 
plant  in  Fairbault,  Minnesota  carrying  the 
first  of  the  1937  Model  Tilt- A- Whirls. 

On  Christmas  Day,  W.  S.  Neal,  owner  of 
the  Yellowstone  Shows  unloaded  the  new  ride 
at  El  Paso,  Texas  and  set  it  up  for  operation  at 
the  great  Sun  Carnival  starting  December  28. 

Other  rides  in  operation  included  four  BIG 
ELI  Wheels. 

We  extend  congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  York  of  Portland,  Maine  on  the  arrival 
of  a  new  baby  daughter  on  November  3.  Mrs. 
York  writes  that  their  1936  Christmas  was  one 
of  the  happiest  they  have  had.  One  other  reason 
it  was  so  pleasant  is  because  their  No.  5  BIG 
ELI,  purchased  in  the  spring  of  1936  had  some 
big  days  in  New  England  territory.  The  York's 
look  forward  to  a  fine  season  in  1937. 
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"PRESIDENT  Lee  A.  Sullivan  and  Sales 
■*■  Manager  Ben  O.  Roodhouse  attended  the 
Park  Men's  and  Showmen's  Meetings  in 
Chicago  during  the  first  week  in  December, 
1936.  Mr.  Roodhouse  went  up  on  Tuesday, 
December  1st  to  open  our  exhibit  in  the  large 
exhibit  room  ot  the  Sherman  Hotel.  Mr. 
Sullivan  went  up  on  Wednesday  and  they  both 
attended  the  Showmen's  League  Banquet  on 
Wednesday  night  reporting  a  larger  attendance 
than  ever  before. 

With  the  amount  of  business  our  men  secured, 
the  size  of  exhibits  and  general  attendance  it 
was  the  largest  convention  of  Showmen  since 
1929.  The  co-operation  between  park  men  and 
showmen  was  very  noticeable  and  we  hope  the 
combined  meetings  during  the  same  period  and 
in  the  same  hotel  will  continue  in  the  future. 
Time  and  space  does  not  permit  listing  the 
names  of  those  who  stopped  at  our  Exhibit 
booth  for  a  little  visit.  Many  old  time  show- 
men and  ride  men  were  there  and  we  appreciate 
their  continued  feeling  of  good  will  and  friend- 
ship toward  the  "House  of  ELI." 

*  *     * 

C.  W.  Jolly  purchases  New  No.  5 

Purchaser  of  a  1937  Model  No.  5  Wheel  is  Mr. 
C.  W.  Jolly  of  Seccaium  Park,  Bucyrus,  Ohio. 
His  trailer  arrived  at  our  plant  at  3:00  p.m.  on 
December  18th  just  as  a  hard  winter  blizzard 
set  in.  Not  due  to  leave  until  the  next  day,  the 
driver  decided  to  pull  out  immediately.  Our 
men  loaded  the  "V^Tieel  and  at  5:00  p.m.  the 
trailer  headed  for  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  Mr. 
Jolly  operated  the  new  Wheel  at  a  ten-day 
indoor  celebration  held  late  in  December. 

*  *       *; 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  HoflFner  have  purchased 
a  new  home  at  Polo,  Illinois  which  will  also  be 
winter  quarters  of  the  Hoffner  Amusement 
Company.  The  place  is  at  the  edge  of  the  city, 
has  several  acres  of  ground  and  a  large  bam 
in  which  the  rides  are  stored.  1936  was  the 
Hoffner's  biggest  and  best  year. 

*  *     * 

Among  Christmas  Cards  received  was  one  from 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Miller  postmarked  Ham- 
burg, Germany.  Their  New  Year's  card  bore 
a  Norway  address  and  also  this  brief  meessage: 
"On  our  way  North  to  the  midnight  sun." 

The  Millers  expect  to  return  home  in  plenty 
of  time  to  prepare  the  Miller  Amusement  Enter- 
prises for  a  big  1937  season  in  Chicago  territory. 


Tucker's  "Old  Faithful"  No.  5  BIG  ELL 
Son  Raymond  Tucker  at  the  ticket-box. 

While  talking  with  W.  M.  Tucker  at  the  Chicago 
meetings,  Sales-Manager  Ben  O.  Roodhouse 
received  this  picture  of  the  No.  5  with  the 
Al.  G.  Hodge  Shows,  playing  a  1936  spot. 
Each  seat  has  three  children.  Thirty-six  riders 
and  all  having  a  good  time  on  the  No.  5. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tucker  spent  some  time  in 
Florida  after  closing  and  at  the  Chicago  meet- 
ings purchased  a  new  Allan  Herschell  Blue 
Goose  Kiddie  Ride.  The  Shows  are  completely 
motorized,  part  of  the  equipment  being  three 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers. 

*     *     * 
Operator  E.  Francis  Small  advises  he  is  dri\-ing 
a  cab  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  for  the  winter. 
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Herman  Adrian  Singleton 

This  bundle  of  happiness,  Herman  Adrain, 
arrived  to  bless  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Everett  Singleton  on  Christmas  Day,  1933. 
His  mother  is  the  only  child  of  BIG  ELI  Owner 
F.  A.  Steinbarger  of  Aransas  Pass,  Texas  and 
little  Herman  is  the  only  grand  child. 

Herman's  daddy  has  operated  the  Stein- 
barger No.  5  BIG  ELI  for  the  past  five  seasons 
and  on  Christmas,  1936  received  his  Operator's 
Lapel  Button. 

Grandfather  Steinbarger  is  mighty  proud  of 
Herman  and  tells  us  he  has  the  makings  of  a 
crackin'  good  Wheel  Operator.  Even  now,  at 
the  age  of  three  he  takes  out  the  seat  lock-clips 
and  starts  and  stops  the  Wheel  when  his  father 
and  Mr.  Steinbarger  put  on  the  seats.  We  know 
Herman  will  grow  up  to  be  a  fine  young  man 
and  an  A-1  Operator  and  some  day  will  have 
his  own  Lapel  Button  just  like  daddy. 


OUR  FRONT  COVER 

T^HE  Du-Plex  Wheel  Unit  pictured  on  our 
•^  front  cover  will  be  a  feature  ride  with  Byers 
and  Beach  Shows  in  1937.  One  of  the  Wheels 
is  a  No.  5  operated  for  many  years  by  that 
veteran  Ride-Man  C.  E.  "Dad"  Wood,  now  of 
Maude,  Oklahoma.  The  other  is  a  No.  5 
purchased  by  Byers  Bros,  in  1935. 

During  past  seasons  they  were  operated 
separately  at  times,  but  at  the  big  Fairs  and 
Celebrations  were  brought  together  to  form  a 
Du-Plex  Unit.  "We  find  these  Wheels  a  real 
attraction  and  we  have  received  many  compli- 
ments on  their  neat  appearance,"  Carl  Byers 
wrote  last  season. 

Harry  Beach,  General  Manager  of  Byers  and 
Beach  Shows,  recently  returned  to  Little  Rock 
after  a  booking  tour  of  Northern  States.  He 
reports  their  early  Spring  spots  all  contracted. 

*  *     * 

BIG  ELI  Best 

"We  wish  to  say,"  writes  R.  H.  Miner  of  Miner's 
Model  Shows,  Phillipsburg,  New  Jersey,  "that 
we  have  had  a  wonderful  season  with  every- 
thing on  the  show,  especially  the  No.  5  BIG 
ELI  Wheel.  We  played  twenty-seven  weeks 
and  twenty-one  of  them  were  really  'red'  ones. 
The  Old  No.  5  Wheel  is  just  as  good  as  a  new 
one,  after  having  been  in  use  eleven  hard 
seasons.  It  has  cost  us  very  little  for  mainten- 
ance— just  a  few  minor  repairs.  I  have  owned 
nine  rides  in  my  time  and  the  'Old  Reliable' 
BIG  ELI  has  been  the  best  investment  of 
them  all." 

*  *     * 

New  No.  5  for  Roland  E.  Champasne 

Mr.  Roland  E.  Champagne  of  Lowell,  Mass., 
called  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  on  November 
30  and  a  1937  Model  No.  5  Wheel  was  loaded 
onto  his  Semi-Trailer.  Bad  weather  was  en- 
countered on  the  out-bound  and  homeward  trip 
and  a  few  breakdowns  occurred  before  arriving 
in  Lowell.  "Have  checked  the  Wheel  thorough- 
ly and  find  everything  complete.  It  came 
through  without  damage  and  I  am  very  well 
pleased." 

Mr.  Champagne  is  in  his  early  thirties, 
ambitious  and  has  had  several  years'  experience 
operating  rides  in  Eastern  territory. 
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Caceres  Rides  on  the  beach  at  Progresso 


From  members  of  the  firm  M.  Caceres  & 
Company,  Merida,  Yucatan,  Mexico,  we 
received  this  interesting  picture  of  "Yaxactun" 
Beach  at  Progresso,  Yucatan  showing  some  of 
the  Caceres  ride  equipment  in  action  at  a  big 
celebration  held  during  the  month  of  August. 

"The  name  'Yaxactun'  means  'Green  Cav- 
erns'," their  letter  informs  us.  "It  is  a  beauti- 
ful beach  where  annually  during  the  month  of 
August  more  than  six  thousand  people  gather 
for  diversion  and  recreation.  It  then  becomes 
a  veritable  fair,  with  dances,  games,  rides  and 
other  attractions." 

Their  letter  also  brought  the  glad  news  that 
Mr.  Simon  Caceres  had  returned  to  his  home 
at  Merida,  after  a  stay  of  several  months  in 
Havana,  Cuba  where  he  successfully  under- 
went a  major  operation.  Mr.  Caceres  for  a 
number  of  years  has  operated  his  rides  in 
Yucatan  and  surrounding  territories,  in  con- 
nection with  the  manufacturing  and  mer- 
cantile business  carried  on  by  M.  Caceres  & 
Company.  They  are  processors  and  exporters 
of  henequin  fibre,  (sisal)  used  in  this  country 
for  the  binding  of  bundles. 

In  Yucatan  the  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel  is 
called  the  "Rueda  de  la  Fortuna"  or  Wheel  of 
Fortune.  "I  have  great  pleasure  in  telling  you," 


Mr.  Caceres  wrote  some  time  ago,  "that  of  all 
of  my  apparatus  the  most  pleasing,  most  talked 
of  and  the  most  satisfactory  is  the  BIG  ELI 
Wheel.  I  am  the  owner  of  several  types  of 
apparatus  for  diversion,  and  the  one  that  comes 
first  as  the  most  profitable  and  least  expensive 
is  the  BIG  ELI  No.  12." 


Manager  Frank  Sutton  of  the  Great  Sutton 
Shows  is  building  a  new  home  at  Osceola, 
Arkansas  according  to  a  recent  letter  from 
him.  Osceola  has  been  the  winter  quarters  of 
the  Sutton  Shows  for  several  years. 


To  George  Howk  of  Heart  of  America  Show- 
men's Club,  Kansas  City,  our  sincere  thanks 
for  the  fine  winter  quarters  list  received  on 
January  13.  Mr.  Howk  has  completed  an 
excellent  piece  of  work  on  this  list,  which  gives 
up  to  the  minute  addresses  of  a  number  of 
Carnivals,  Circuses  and  Dramatic  Shows.  It 
will  be  much  used  around  the  BIG  ELI  Office 
in  coming  months. 

George  F.  Dorman  advises  from  Texas  that  he 
will  be  with  the  Krause  Greater  Shows  again 
in  1937.  The  opening  took  place  late  in  January 
at  Sanford,  Florida. 
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They  enjoy  the  BIG  ELI  up  in  Canada 

The  young  man  at  the  clutch,  Percy  W.  La- 
Belle,  sends  this  picture  of  the  No.  5  Wheel 
with  Gray's  Greater  Shows  playing  a  celebration 
in  Canada  early  in  May. 

"The  Gray  Shows,"  he  writes,  "operated  in 
the  province  of  Ontario  throughout  the  entire 
season.  Business  was  about  thirty  per  cent 
ahead  of  1935.  Our  rides  include  No.  5  BIG 
ELI,  Loop-0-Plane,  Tilt-A-Whirl,  Chair-0- 
Plane  and  Kiddie  Auto.  The  Shows  winter  in 
London,  Ontario.  The  BIG  ELI  is  in  fine 
condition;  it  has  been  going  only  19  years. 
Keep  the  "NEWS"  coming,  I  read  every  page." 

*  *     * 

Mrs.  Nona  L.  Snodgrass  advises  from  Ft. 
Worth,  Texas  that  her  rides  are  stored  in 
Arkansas  and  will  open  in  that  state  sometime 
in  April.  After  closing  with  the  Happy  Day 
Shows  last  fall  she  joined  the  Royal  Flush 
Company  for  a  string  of  fairs.  She  has  re- 
covered from  an  auto  accident  which  happened 
just  after  the  closing  of  the  shows. 

*  *     * 

New  No.  5  Wheel  for  Ed.  Groves 

Booked  for  shipment  April  1st  is  a  Standard 
No.  5,  1937  Model  BIG  ELI  purchased  by  Ed. 
Groves,  Central-west  concession  operator,  last 
season  with  the  Great  Sutton  Shows. 

Mr.  Groves  visited  our  Factory  December 
17  and  signed  contracts  for  the  new  Wheel. 


Brand   New  Du-Plex   Unit  for 
Sol's   Liberty  Shows 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Solomon  were  callers  at 
the  BIG  ELI  Factory  on  January  18  and  19 
and  while  here  Mr.  Solomon  signed  contracts 
for  two  1937  Model  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheels. 

Each  Wheel  will  be  equipped  with  white 
enameled  seats  finished  with  transfer  decora- 
tions and  will  be  powered  by  an  ELI  Power 
Unit.  Other  new  rides  purchased  by  Mr. 
Solomon  for  1937  are  an  Octopus  and  a  set  of 
Lusse  Scooter  Cars  with  portable  building. 

*     *     * 

Sales  Manager  Roodhouse  boarded  a  Grey- 
hound Bus  on  the  afternoon  of  December  29 
for  his  annual  trip  to  Kansas  City  where  the 
Heart  of  America  Showman's  Club  Convention 
and  Banquet  are  held  on  the  end  of  the  year. 
He  spent  most  of  his  time  at  the  Coates  House 
and  on  the  night  of  December  31  joined  the 
other  (almost  500)  banqueters  on  the  12th 
floor  of  the  Hotel  President. 

The  Convention  was  very  well  attended  and 
many  showmen  were  around  the  Club  Rooms 
during  the  week.  Many  others  came  in  for  the 
New  Year's  Eve  festivities  and  all  pronounced 
it  the  finest  get-together  the  Heart  of  America 
Showmen's  Club  has  ever  held. 

Kansas  City  Showmen  have  a  reputation  for 
hospitality  second  to  none  and  they  certainly 
were  not  lacking  in  that  respect  this  year. 

Mr.  Roodhouse  was  again  accorded  the 
honor  of  a  place  at  the  Speaker's  table  and 
the  privilege  of  a  two  minute  greeting  to 
Showmen  assembled. 

If  you  have  never  attended  a  year-end  annual 
meeting  of  the  Heart  of  America  Showman's 
Club  in  Kansas  City,  write  it  on  your  calendar 
for  next  December.  You  will  not  regret  the 
experience.  If  you  have  attended  these  meetings 
in  the  past  an  invitation  to  return  is  not 
necessary  to  you. 

In  the  center  of  the  country  geographically, 
Kansas  City  is  easily  reached  from  east,  west, 
north,  or  south.  While  there  you  are  not  a 
stranger  in  their  gates  but  feel  the  warmth 
of  hospitality  and  friendship.  When  you  leave 
you  will  be  singing  praises  of  Heart  of  America 
Showman's  Club  and  3  cheers  for  Kansas  City. 
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Mrs.  Mamie  Krouse 

1871-1936 

X/TRS.  MAMIE  KROUSE,  of  Detroit, 
Michigan  passed  away  at  her  home  in 
that  City  early  in  the  morning  of  December 
26,  1936.  Her  death  came  suddenly  as  while 
she  had  been  ill  in  1935  and  early  in  the  summer 
of  1936,  she  had  apparently  regained  normal 
health  again.  Following  a  family  gathering  on 
Christmas  Day  at  the  home  on  Riopelle  Street, 
Detroit,  Mrs.  Krouse  accidentally  fell,  causing 
internal  injuries  resulting  in  death. 

"Aunt  Mamie"  as  she  was  affectionately 
known  among  many  friends  had  long  been 
connected  with  outdoor  amusements  in  the 
Central-west  and  particularly  in  the  City  of 
Detroit,  where  she  operated  her  own  Company. 
In  1936  she  operated  two  units,  managed  by 
herself  and  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Beulah  Miller. 

Mamie  Krouse  was  born  in  Logansport, 
Indiana  November  28,  1871.  On  January  1, 
1890  she  was  married  to  Fred  Krouse.  Her 
husband,  with  one  Daughter,  Mrs.  Beulah 
Miller,  one  Granddaughter,  Gloria,  also  other 


relatives  and  a  host  of  friends  survive  to  mourn 
her  loss. 

From  personal  acquaintance  over  a  period  of 
16  years  we  know  the  kindly  disposition  of 
Mamie  Krouse.  She  will  be  greatly  missed  but 
the  business  which  she  founded  will  continue. 
The  memory  of  her  life's  work  will  not  be 
forgotten.  It  can  honestly  be  said  of  Mamie 
Krouse,  she  was  faithful  and  energetic  in  the 
outdoor  amusement  business.  She  made  and 
retained  friends.  She  built  up  an  enviable 
reputation.   Her  good  works  will  live  after  her. 


Gladys  Pool  Myers 

Gladys,  wife  of  BIG  ELI  Operator  Randall 
"Bud"  Myers  died  at  the  home  of  her  mother, 
Mrs.  Patrick  Flynn  in  Sandy  Lake  Township- 
Pennsylvania  on  November  8th,  age  20  years, 
10  months  and  17  days.  She  was  married  to 
Mr.  Myers  in  April,  1934,  who  with  her  mother, 
step-father,  five  sisters  and  four  brothers  sur- 
vive. Funeral  services  were  held  in  Sandy 
Lake  Township  on  November  10  and  inter- 
ment at  Monday's  Corners  Cemetery,  near 
Johnstown,  on  November  11. 


ANNOUNCEMENT:    1937  BIG  ELI  BOOKING 

LIST  SERVICE 


Again  for  1937  we  make  available  the  facilities 
of  the  annual  BIG  ELI  Booking  List  to  all 
Park  or  Carnival  Managers  who  wish  to  book  a 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  or  Tilt-A-Whirl. 

This  service  is  rendered  without  cost  to  Park 
and  Carnival  Managers  everywhere  and  is 
offered  in  a  spirit  of  co-operation  with  the  hope 
that  we  can  be  ot  mutual  benefit  both  to  Ride 
Men  and  Park  and  Carnival  Managers. 

All  Managers  who  are  interested  in  booking 
a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  or  Tilt- A- Whirl,  please  write 
and   ask   that   we  send   one   of   our   Booking 


Application  Forms.  This  is  to  be  filled  in  with 
information  regarding  your  proposition  to  the 
Ride  Owner,  and  the  form  returned  to  our  office. 

All  BIG  ELI  Wheel  and  Tilt-A-Whirl 
Owners  who  have  equipment  available  for 
booking,  please  write  us.  We  will  pass  on  to 
you  information  about  any  of  the  Amusement 
Park  locations  or  Carnival  Companies  in 
which  you  are  interested. 

In  the  March-April  issue  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS 
we  will  start  our  regular  listing  of  Parks  and 
Carnivals  who  are  interested  in  booking  Rides. 


FOR  BETTER  BUSINESS  IN  1937-usc  BIG  ELI  PRODUCTS 

—Backed  by  the  BIG  ELI  Guarantee — a  Guarantee  that  has  made 
and  held  the  confidence  of  our  Customers  since  1900. 
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EDITORIAL 

TT  was  our  privilege  during  the  first  week  in 
December,  1936  at  Chicago  and  during  the 
final  week  of  the  same  month  in  Kansas  City 
to  talk  with  many  Amusement  Men  from  all 
parts  of  our  Country.  Their  optimism,  their 
plans  for  the  season  of  1937  and  the  general 
outlook  of  good  feeling  was  very  encouraging. 
The  attitude  of  those  in  the  Amusement  Busi- 
ness as  compared  with  the  years  of  1931  to 
1935  was  very  bright.  If  this  were  just  talk 
without  action  there  might  be  reasons  to  doubt 
further  improvement  toward  prosperity. 

Manufacturers  of  amusement  equipment 
actually  booked  more  orders  at  the 
conventions  this  year  than  at  any  similar  time 
in  their  history.  We  sold  several  BIG  ELI 
Wheels,  some  Tilt-A-Whirls  and  other  equip- 
ment that  brings  the  total  convention  sales 
well  into  five  figures.  So  Amusement  Men  are 
not  only  making  plans  for  this  year,  they  are 
backing  their  ideas  with  actual  cash. 

It  is  our  belief  that  standard  rides  like  Single 
and  Du-Plex  BIG  ELI  Wheels,  Tilt-A-Whirls, 
Merry-Go-Rounds,  Whips,  and  Chairplanes 
will  continue  to  have  their  place  on  Amusement 
Midways  of  the  future.  A  number  of  new  rides 
are  also  in  the  field  and  which  of  these  will  be 
permanent  only  time  will  tell.  The  law  of 
averages  will  place  some  of  them  in  the  back- 


ground as  "has-beens,"  others  probably  have 
come  to  stay. 

Do  your  plans  include  a  bigger,  better  Amuse- 
ment Season  for  1937?  You  should  repair  and 
replace  worn-out  equipment,  add  new  outfits 
and  go  forward  in  this  new  year.  That  you  will 
not  regret  such  action  is  our  sincere  belief. 
Opportunity  comes  to  him  who  is  ready,  so  we 
say  to  you,  "Be  prepared  for  a  prosperous 
season  in  1937." 

*  *  * 
During  our  stay  in  Kansas  City  the  last  three 
days  of  1936  and  the  opening  of  1937  we  enjoyed 
the  social  atmosphere  of  Heart  of  America 
Showman's  Club  in  the  Coates  House  in 
that  City.  It  set  us  to  thinking  about  the 
importance  of  Showmen's  Organizations,  hav- 
ing headquarters  in  various  cities  throughout 
our  country.  In  our  opinion  they  have  three 
major  forms  of  service  to  perform  and  they  are 
doing  them  well. 

First:  Social  privileges  for  the  members  at 
Club  Rooms.  Members  who  reside  in  localities 
where  headquarters  are  located  naturally  are 
more  fortunate.  They  have  use  of  these  Club 
Rooms  a  greater  portion  of  the  year  and  especi- 
ally during  winter  months. 

Second:  An  annual  get-together  of  members 
and  friends  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  This 
is  an  important  time  in  the  life  ot  such  organiza- 
tions. It  brings  members  in  for  business  and 
social  purposes,  cementing  together  friendships 
of  these  individuals  and  for  the  organization 
itself. 

Third:  Humanitarian  service  and  this  is  the 
greatest  of  all.  The  service  of  caring  for  sick, 
hospitalization  for  those  incapacitated  and 
appropriate  final  services  with  burial  rights  for 
members  who  require  that  service. 

A  good  friend  took  us  to  a  beautiful  cemetery 
plot.  I  was  deeply  impressed  by  this  experience. 
The  three  Showman's  Clubs  are  maintaining 
perpetual  care  plots  for  appropriate  burial  of 
the  dead.  When  a  member  comes  to  that  time 
of  crossing  the  Dark  River  from  which  there  is 
no  return,  giving  that  member  a  final  resting 
place  that  befits  his  station  in  life  is  the  greatest 
service  possible. 

To  officers  and  members  of  these  organiza- 
tions, we  commend  your  continued  untiring 
efforts.  You  may  never  be  repaid  here  for  the 
time  spent  in  such  service.  The  satisfaction  of 
a  work  well  done  shall  be  your  reward.  You 
are  performing  a  real  service,  may  it  continue  in 
ever  increasing  scope  and  power. 
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BUILT  For  a  GENERATION  OF  SERVICE 


Most  of  the  children  riding  this  BABY  ELI  Wheel  were  not  yet  horn  xvhen  it  started 

its  career  in  the  Amusement  Business.    By  the  time  they  are  old  enough  to 

he  in  college  it  will  still  be  rendering  service  as  a  money'maker. 


BABY  ELI  SPECIFICATIONS  AND  EQUIPMENT 


SIZE:  15  feet,  73^2  inches  high,  Bessemer  Steel  construction,  hot  riveted  for  long  life 
operation.    Ground  Space,  11  feet  deep  by  16  feet,  3'^  inches  wide. 

SEATING  EQUIPMENT:  Six  Miniature  Standard  BIG  ELI  Seats,  3  red,  3  green,  alter- 
nately placed.  Each  seat  has  a  capacity  of  2  to  4  kiddies  each,  or  12  to  24  paid  fares  a  trip. 
POWER  EQUIPMENT:  Either  a  small  Gasoline  Engine  or  Electric  Motor  furnished 
with  every  Wheel  at  the  option  of  the  buyer. 

ERECTION  AND  OPERATION:  Every  BABY  ELI  Wheel  is  shipped  complete,  ready  to 
be  set  up  and  operated.  Electric  wiring,  drive-belt,  tools  and  all  necessary  packing 
crates  and  boxes  are  included  as  standard  equipment. 

Similar  parts  are  interchangeable,  like  the  larger  size  BIG  ELI  Wheels  and  the  BABY 
ELI  may  be  erected  in  a  few  hours  by  two  men.  One  man  only  is  needed  for  running  the 
Wheel  as  the  operator  can  collect  fares  and  work  the  clutch.  For  the  motorized  Show, 
the  BABY  ELI  easily  loads  onto  a  1^  ton  truck.  Weight  complete  with  all  equipment 
including  Power,  2494  lbs. 

WRITE    FOR   ADDITIONAL    INFORMATION.     ASK    ABOUT    OUR   TIME-PAYMENT 
TERMS  FOR  PURCHASING  THE  BABY  ELI  WHEEL. 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 

Builders  of  Dependable  Products 


JACKSONVILLE 


ILLINOIS 
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BIG  ELI  TALKS 


The  1937  Model  Tilt-A'Whirl  has  "eye-appeal"  and  gives  the  same  popular  thrill  to  the 

public.    For  the  Ride-Oivner  it  possesses  sustained  profit'tnaking  ability  and  its 

improved  mechanical  features  make  for  easier  handling. 


"^tTTHEN  1936  Tilt-A-Whirl  improvements 
'^ '  were  explained  we  thought  the  major 
changes  for  the  betterment  of  that  ride  were 
accomplished.  The  1937  Tilt-A-Whirl  though, 
includes  some  more  real  improvements  that 
are  certainly  worth  mentioning  to  our  readers 
at  this  time. 

CARS:  All-steel  Tilt-A-Whirl  cars  are  now  a 
reality.  This  is  a  big  step  forward  for  Tilt-A- 
Whirl  owners.  It  guarantees  longer  life  and 
more  rigid  car  construction.  The  only  wood  used 
in  the  1937  Tilt-A-Whirl  cars  is  in  the  floor 
boards,  cushion  frames  and  the  framing  of  the 
canopy  top.  Another  important  feature  is  the 
folding  foot  board  section  of  the  car.  For 
moving  it  folds  up  into  the  seat,  thus  saving 
space  in  transportation.  These  cars  are  finished 
in  red  with  aluminum  trimming  and  attractive 
wire  guards  at  the  back.  Attractive  transfer 
designs  finish  the  ears  and  the  upholstering  is 


black  pantasote.  Car  canopy  tops  are  covered 
with  Chase  Art  Leather  in  an  attractive  shade 
of  red  to  harmonize  with  car  bodies. 

BRAKES:  Individual  car  brakes  were  1936 
improvements  and  they  worked  out  very  satis- 
factorily. These  brakes  are  attached  to  the  new 
safety  steel  handle-bar  and  for  1937  the  brake 
system  is  heavier,  more  effective  and  more 
durable. 

CRESTINGS:  All  metal,  modernistic  crest- 
ings  finished  in  bright  enamel  color  combinations 
between  cresting  sections  and  medallions  that 
blend  in  nicely  with  the  other  color  effects  of 
the  Tilt-A-Whirl.  Durable  electric  sockets  and 
a  wiring  system  in  four  separate  circuits  makes 
the  electrical  effect  unusual  and  flashy  for  a 
ride  of  this  kind.  Seven  car  Tilt-A-Whirl  is 
wired  for  319  lights,  plus  three  spot  lights.  An 
abundance  of  light  means  greater  earning  power 
to  a  riding  device. 
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INSIDE  SIGN:  The  revolving  center  tri- 
angular Tilt-A-Whirl  sign  was  a  1936  improve- 
ment and  has  not  been  materially  changed. 
Using  three  spot  lights  which  are  mounted  on 
outside  cresting  poles,  this  Tilt-A-Whirl  sign 
is  a  stand-out  from  any  portion  of  the  midway. 
The  center  pole  and  sign  revolve  slowly  when 
the  Tilt-A-Whirl  is  in  operation. 

NEW  V-TYPE  POWER  JACK:  The  Power 
Jack  for  the  Tilt-A-Whirl  has  been  simplified 
— more  compact  and  practical.  Mounted  on 
its  own  two  wheels  with  a  hand  tongue  it  is 
easily  moved  and  requires  small  space  in  trans- 
porting. Moving  parts  of  the  clutch  and  brake 
are  carried  on  roller  bearings  with  a  minimum 
of  friction — guaranteeing  long  life.  Alemite 
fittings  are  used  throughout  the  Tilt-A-Whirl 
to  allow  easy  and  frequent  lubrication. 

POWER  EQUIPMENT:  Standard  power 
equipment  on  1937  Tilt-A-Whirls  include  the 
well-known  ELI  Power  Unit  on  steel  truck. 
This  outfit  has  a  reputation  for  powerful,  eco- 
nomical, dependable  operation.  A  long  explana- 
tion is  unnecessary  here  as  the  record  of  the 
ELI  Power  Unit  successfully  used  on  many 
BIG  ELI  Wheels,  Tilt-A-Whirls,  Merry-Go- 
Rounds,  Chairplanes  and  other  rides  speaks 
for  itself  in  eflRciency. 

TRIP  CAPACITY:  Tilt-A-Whirl  cars  are 
built  large  enough  to  amply  carry  four  adult 
passengers  or  five  children  at  one  trip.  A  total 
capacity  of  28  adult  passengers,  or  35  children 
on  the  seven  car  Tilt-A-Whirl  gives  it  real 
capacity  in  big  crowds. 

SPACE  REQUIRED  AND  WEIGHT: 
Seven  car  Tilt-A-Whirl  requires  ground  space 
42  feet  in  diameter.  Complete  with  all  equip- 
ment including  ELI  Power  Unit  the  weight  is 
23,475  lbs.  Ready  for  transporting,  seven  car 
Tilt-A-Whirl  can  be  handled  on  two  Semi- 
Trailers. 

COMPLETE  EQUIPMENT:  Standard 
equipment  with  every  Tilt-A-Whirl  includes 
an  attractive  serviceable  ticket  office,  wired  for 
electric  lights;  canvas  night  covers  for  cars; 
tools  needed  to  erect  and  operate;  complete 
electric  wiring  and  sockets;  necessary  crates 
and  boxes. 

A  MONEY  EARNER:  As  a  real  money- 
getter,  the  seven  car  Tilt-A-Whirl  continues  in 
the  forefront.  Even  during  the  low  depression 
years  the  Tilt-A-Whirl  continued  in  the  interest 


of  an  amusement-going  public.  With  the  im- 
provement in  general  business,  Tilt-A-Whirls 
have  rapidly  shown  a  betterment  of  receipts 
in  all  parts  of  the  country.  One  owner  reports 
his  seven  car  Tilt-A-Whirl  in  1935  grossed 
$8,483.15.  Over  about  the  same  territory  in 
1936  this  ride  grossed  $10,071.25.  Proving  in 
addition  to  better  general  conditions  that  the 
Tilt-A-Whirl  is  a  consistently  steady  money- 
earner. 

A  1936  model  seven  car  Tilt-A-Whirl  on  a 
medium  sized  Show  in  Central -west  territory 
grossed  $10,728.10.  An  average  of  over  $383 
per  week  throughout  the  season.  We  can  give 
you  other  actual  reports  on  Tilt-A-Whirls  to 
prove  their  popularity  and  money-earning 
ability. 

DOES  YOUR  MIDWAY  NEED  AN- 
OTHER FLASHY  RIDE?  Here  is  a  ride  that 
can  be  quickly  erected  and  put  into  service.  It 
will  increase  your  midway  earning  power.  A 
combination  of  flash,  quick  portability,  and  real 
earning  power  are  combined  in  a  1937  model 
Tilt-A-Whirl.  It  is  a  ride  that  has  been  tested 
and  proved  by  owners  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Play  safe  for  1937.  Profit  by  the  experience 
of  others  and  add  a  money-getting  Tilt-A- 
Whirl  to  your  midway  attractions.  Full  in- 
formation, prices  and  terms  are  yours  for  the 
asking. 

Hoping  1937  will  be  the  biggest  year  in  your 
history. 

Ben  0.  Roodhouse, 
Sales  Manager. 

*     *     * 

W.  S.   Neal  is  proud  oF  his 
1937  Model  Tilt-A-Whirl 

On  January  18,  several  days  after  the  above 
article  was  written  we  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
W.  S.  Neal,  who  purchased  a  1937  Model 
Tilt-A-Whirl  and  operated  it  at  the  Sun 
Carnival  at  El  Paso  Texas  beginning  Dec.  28. 

Here  is  what  he  says  about  the  new  ride: 
"The  new  Tilt-A-Whirl  arrived  and  it  certainly 
is  a  beauty.  We  are  very  proud  of  it  and  have 
had  lots  of  compliments  on  its  appearance. 
Everyone  who  has  seen  it  thinks  it  is  a  beautiful 
ride." 
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Cut  Your   Moving  Costs  the   BIG   ELI  Way 


Frank  Burke  leaving  our  factory  for  Phoenix,  Arizona  in  January,  1935.    In  this  article  he 
tells  of  the  reliable  servicethese  tivo  BIG  ELI  Trailers  have  given. 


"IJ^HILE  furnishing  information  on  BIG 
""  ELI  Semi-Trailers  a  few  days  ago  to  a 
friend  who  was  interested  in  several  new  units 
for  1937  we  were  considering  how  many  of  our 
orders  for  these  Trailers  are  repeat  business 
of  customers  already  using  them. 

We  started  manufacturing  BIG  ELI  Trailers 
in  1932  and  each  year  since  have  enjoyed  a  good- 
ly number  of  Trailer  orders.  It  is  rather  gratify- 
ing to  know  that  in  1936,  68%  of  our  Trailer 
sales  were  to  customers  already  using  BIG  ELI 
Transportation  Equipment.  To  date  the 
amount  of  business  we  have  secured  shows 
that  85%  comes  from  customers  already  hav- 
ing these  Trailers  in  actual  service.  It  proves 
to  us  that  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  are  making 
good,  pleasing  their  owners  and  safely  trans- 
porting equipment  for  which  they  were 
purchased. 

These  Trailers  are  scattered  in  all  parts  of 
the  country.  They  have  transported  riding 
devices  and  show  equipment  in  Arizona,  New 
Mexico,  Colorado,  Idaho,  Montana,  through- 
out the  Central-west,  North,  through  the 
Dakotas,  Minnesota,  Michigan  and  Wis- 
consin, to  Massachusetts  and  the  New  England 


States,  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  the  Carolinas 
into  Arkansas,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas  in  the 
South. 

Circus  tents,  horses,  camels,  elephants, 
circus  kitchens,  side  shows,  seats,  and  other 
paraphernalia  for  an  organization  of  that  kind 
were  moved  from  east  to  west,  and  from  north 
to  south.  Thus  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers 
have  thoroughly  covered  outdoor  amusement 
business. 

Frequently  last  summer  we  saw  No.  1  BIG 
ELI  Semi-Trailer.  This  is  owned  by  Mrs. 
Anna  Jane  Pearson  of  the  Pearson  Shows.  It 
does  regular  service,  handling  her  riding  device 
and  show  equipment  just  as  efficiently  as  the 
latest  and  newest  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  made. 
Built  and  sold  in  the  spring  of  1932  No.  1 
Trailer  and  a  number  of  others  built  at  the  same 
time  have  seen  five  seasons  of  service  and  to 
our  knowledge  no  extensive  repairs  or  replace- 
ments have  been  necessary  on  any  of  these. 
Many  BIG  ELI  Trailers  have  carried  excessive 
overloads,  yet  they  have  stood  the  test  and  are 
ready  for  continued  service.  When  properly 
lubricated  regularly  and  given  some  general 
attention  there  should  really  be  no  wear-out 
to  a  BIG  ELI  Trailer. 


February 
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Our  friends,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Franke  Burke, 
made  their  annual  visit  a  few  days  ago  from 
Phoenix,  Arizona.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burke  operate 
their  equipment  in  the  Southwest  and  once 
each  year  during  the  winter  return  to  lUinois  to 
visit  Mr.  Burke's  Father  who  is  now  past  80 
years  of  age.  They  always  include  one  or  more 
trips  to  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  during  their  stay 
in  Illinois.  We  asked  Frank  how  his  two  1935 
Model  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  were  standing 
up.  Frank's  answer  in  a  joking  fashion  was 
about  like  this:  "Those  old  BIG  ELI  Trailers 
are  no  good.  I  have  actually  had  more  than 
10  tons  on  each  of  these  Trailers  several  times 
and  after  two  years  of  service  a  short  time  ago 
I  had  to  buy  one  new  tire.  Your  equipment 
don't  stand  up  very  well."  And  then  Frank,  in 
a  more  serious  mood  told  us  some  of  the  service 
he  had  put  these  Trailers  through,  how  he  put 
big  loads  on  them  and  pulled  them  over 
mountains,  about  which  we  here  in  the  Central- 
west  seldom  think.  In  certain  parts  of  Arizona 
and  Colorado  Mr.  Burke  plays  mountainous 
territory.  He  transports  part  of  his  equipment 
by  rail  and  part  of  it  by  trucks.  May  we  tell 
you  honestly  and  with  some  pride  that  he  had 
some  very  fine  things  to  say  about  BIG  ELI 
Trailer  equipment. 


Here  is  one  of  Mr.  Burke's  BIG  ELI  Trailers 

starting  a  long  haul  tvith  a  heavy  load 

of  Amusement  Equifyment 


BIG  ELI  Trailers  for  1937  will  continue  to 
have  the  best  workmanship  and  material  we 
can  put  into  them. 

AXLES  are  genuine  Timken  four-inch  tubu- 
lar with  standard  Timken  Roller  Bearings. 
The  BENDIX  BRAKES  are  16  inches  in 
diameter  with  2}^  inch  face,  and  are  built  into 
the  axle  hubs.  We  use  GENUINE  B-K  TWO- 
LINE  VACUUM  AIR  SYSTEM  operated  by 
hand  control  in  the  cab  of  the  tractor  which 
handles  the  BIG  ELI  Trailer.  BUDD  HEAVY- 
DUTY  STEEL  WHEELS  AND  FIRST 
GRADE  DUAL  TIRES  are  standard  equip- 
ment. Either  truck  balloon  tires  or  if  high 
pressure  tires  are  desired,  we  use  nothing  but 
heavy  duty  ten-ply  tires. 

BIG  ELI  BALL-AND-SOCKET  TYPE 
FIFTH  WHEEL  is  of  simple,  yet  efficient 
design.  SPRINGS  CONTAIN  13  LEAVES, 
three  inches  wide  by  3/8  inch  thick,  made  of 
highest  grade  Silico-Manganese  steel,  to  carry 
their  loads  safely  at  all  times. 

Combine  the  foregoing  equipment  with  the 
BIG  ELI  type  of  all  structural  steel  hot  riveted 
frame  using  no  wood  below  the  flooring.  Care- 
fully constructed  floor  and  racks  of  these 
Trailers  make  a  finished  product,  practical  with 
long  life  of  service  for  efficient,  economical 
transportation. 

For  transporting  BIG  ELI  Wheels,  No.  5  or 
No.  12  size  we  recommend  the  20  foot  length 
trailer.  For  larger  riding  devices  such  as  Tilt- 
A-Whirls,  Merry-Go-Rounds,  or  Whips,  in 
fact  any  of  the  larger,  bulkier  rides  the  24  foot 
Trailer  is  more  efficient. 

Our  understanding  of  present  State  law 
requirements  is  that  24  foot  Trailers  can  now 
be  used  in  any  State  except  Kentucky.  In  that 
State  the  law  requires  a  maximum  of  30  feet 
length  over  all,  so  a  20  foot  Trailer  with  short 
wheel  base  tractor  type  truck  is  the  longest 
transportation  equipment  useable  in  Kentucky. 

Let  us  tell  you  more  about  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailers.  If  you  are  considering  one  or  more 
transportation  units  for  1937  we  are  quite  sure 
a  BIG  ELI  outfit  will  meet  your  requirements. 
It  costs  nothing  to  investigate.  We  invite  you 
to  join  the  BIG  ELI  Family  of  satisfied  BIG 
ELI  Semi-Trailer  users. 


Use  BIG  ELI  Products:    Dependable,  Economical,  ProFitable 
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THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 

1937  Outside  Electric  Circle 


The  crate  for  a  No.  5  Circle  is  7  feet  11  inches  long;  for  a  No.  12,  9  feet  3V^  inches. 
Both  measure  I8V2  inches  high  by  16  inches  xvide. 


TN  this  article  we  describe  the  new  wood- 
mounted  Outside  Circle  which  is  Standard 
Equipment  for  the  1937  Model  Wheels.  The 
picture  on  Page  87  of  our  last  issue  showing  a 
No.  5  Wheel  fitted  with  one  of  these  circles 
has  drawn  a  number  of  requests  from  Wheel 
Owners  for  more  information. 

The  complete  Circle  consists  of  12  wood 
sections,  each  with  10  lights,  weather-proof 
wiring  and  heavy-duty  type  connectors.  These 
sections  pack  into  a  single  crate,  as  shown  here, 
without  having  to  remove  the  lamps  which 
does  away  with  a  lot  of  breakage  of  globes  and 
saves  the  time  of  taking  them  out. 

At  the  end  of  the  crate  the  box  compartment 
holds  the  switch-box,  lead  wires,  brush  holder, 
brushes,  rings,  drop-wire  and  section  connectors. 
Thus  the  complete  Circle  and  all  electrical 
fixtures  are  in  this  one  crate. 

The  outer  cross-bars  support  the  Circle  on 
the  Wheel.  The  fittings  for  fastening  each 
section  on  the  cross-bar  are  bolted  to  the  section 
and  consist  of  a  pin-plate  at  one  end  and  a  bored 
plate  at  the  other.  One  section  has  a  pin-plate 
removable  by  loosening  three  wing-nuts. 

This  section  goes  on  the  Wheel  first.  The 
pin-plate  is  inserted  in  a  hole  in  the  cross  bar. 
On  the  other  end  of  the  section  the  plate  with  a 
hole  bored  in  it  fits  down  over  the  next  cross-bar 
the  holes  lining  up.  The  pin  plate  of  the  next 
section  is  inserted,  locking  the  first  section  in 


place  and  this  continues  on  around  the  Wheel 
until  the  last  section  is  in  position.  The  pin- 
plate  of  the  first  section  is  taken  off  by  loosening 
the  three  wing-nuts,  and  slipping  the  pin  out 
of  the  hole  in  the  cross  bar.  This  lets  the  plate 
of  the  last  section  slip  down  in  place  over  the 
hole  in  the  cross-bar,  the  pin  is  put  in  and  the 
plate  fastened  in  position  on  the  first  section  by 
tightening  the  wing-nuts.  This  locks  all  sections 
of  the  Circle  securely  around  the  entire  W^heel. 

The  1937  Circle  may  be  used  on  any  earlier 
No.  5  or  No.  12.  The  only  change  to  make  is  to 
bore  a  13/32  inch  hole  in  the  middle  of  each 
outer  spoke  cross-bar.  The  center  of  this  hole 
is  7/8  inch  below  the  top  edge  and  is  bored  in 
the  side  of  the  cross-bar  fitted  with  knotches  to 
lock  into  the  spoke  blocks.  This  New  Circle  is 
a  real  improvement  for  BIG  ELI  Wheels.  It 
gives  greater  flash,  saves  time  in  putting  on 
and  saves  money  by  reducing  lamp  globe 
breakage.  Write  for  any  additional  information 
not  given  above. 


Several  good  views  of  the  No.  16  Wheels  on  the 
Centennial  Grounds  at  Dallas  are  shown  in  the 
motion  picture  "The  Big  Show"  with  Gene 
Autrey,  advises  BIG  ELI  Operator  Troy 
Scruggs  from  Saginaw,  Michigan.  There  are 
also  pictures  of  other  rides,  including  a  BABY 
ELI  Wheel. 


February 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 


Leaving  for  home  after  an  enjoyable  visit  with  us.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thos. 
Eivalt  and  children,  Bobby  and  Kathryn,  and  Mr.  Al.  Etvalt. 


TNTO  our  office  on  November  21st  walked  Mr. 
Thomas  Ewalt,  proprietor  of  Ewalt's  Rides, 
Geneva,  Nebraska,  who  introduced  himself  and 
said,  "We've  always  wanted  to  visit  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory,  so  here  we  are." 

With  him  were  Mrs.  Ewalt,  their  two  children 
Bobbie  and  Kathryn  and  his  father,  Mr.  Al 
Ewalt.  They  arrived  too  late  in  the  evening  to 
see  our  men  at  work  and  President  Lee  A. 
Sullivan  persuaded  them  to  stay  over.  The 
next  day  they  went  through  every  department 
and  saw  just  how  BIG  ELI  Wheels  are  made. 
They  were  much  interested  in  the  miniature 
Wheel  upstairs.  Bobbie  got  some  new  ideas 
for  the  miniature  wheel  he  is  building  and 
Kathryn  cried  to  take  the  little  dolls  home 
with  her.  "I've  read  the  "NEWS"  a  long  time," 
Mr.  Ewalt  told  us,  "and  your  factory  is  just 
like  you  described  it." 

We  enjoyed  very  much  having  the  Ewalt 
family  with  us.  They  were  homeward  bound 
from  a  visit  with  relatives  in  LaPort,  Indiana, 
where  Mr.  Ewalt  also  bought  a  new  living 
trailer.  The  1936  season  has  been  their  biggest 
and  best,  Mr.  Ewalt  told  us,  and  the  No.  5 
Wheel  came  out  top  money-getter. 

*     *     * 
Space  is  too  limited  to  acknowledge  individually 
the  Christmas  Cards  received  this  year.    They 
were  many  and  beautiful  and  all  carried  the 
Yuletide  feeling  of  Good-Will  and  Happiness. 


It  makes  us  think  of  how  much  friendship  means 
when  we  see  these  Messages  of  Christmas 
Greeting. 


Cash  Bonus  for  BIG  ELI   Employees 

A  tine  Christmas  present  in  the  form  of  a  cash 
bonus  was  presented  to  BIG  ELI  Employees  at 
a  meeting  held  in  the  main  office  the  evening  of 
December  22.  President  Lee  A.  Sullivan 
explained  that  1936  was  the  first  year  in  the 
past  four  that  the  Company  has  shown  a  profit. 
As  a  number  of  the  employees  have  stayed  with 
the  Company  during  depression  years  with  re- 
duced income,  Mr.  Sullivan  took  this  method 
to  express  his  appreciation  ot  their  loyalty. 
The  Bonus  was  distributed  among  26  persons 
and  amounted  to  9  per  cent  of  the  wages  received 
during  the  year  of  1936. 


Toney  Martone  and  Noble  C.  Fairly  of  the 
Fairly-Martone  shows  stopped  a  few  minutes 
with  us  on  December  5.  They  were  enroute  to 
northern  points  including  the  Minnesota  Fair 
Secretarys'  Meeting.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
5th  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dee  Lang  of  St.  Louis  spent 
several  hours  with  us.  They  are  laying  plans 
for  a  big  season  in  1937,  after  a  successful  tour 
in  1936. 


+         +         +         +         +  +"  *         +  +         +  +  +         ^'         +  +         4f)f*^f^r;4rjr*4^**;r;r;r** 

PROFITS    are     MORE    CERTAIN 


With   an    ELI    POWER    Unit 

1937  looks  like  the  biggest  yet,  but  a  weak  engine  that 
can't   "take  it"   when   the  rush  days  do  come  can 

quickly  put  you  into  the 
"red."  Install  an  ELI 
POWER  UNIT  on  your 
ride,  then  you  know  you 
can  handle  the  business 
no  matter  how  fast  and 
T     ^  furious  it  comes. 

BUILT  TO  GIVE  RELIABLE  SERVICE 
FOR  MANY  YEARS 


Every  part  of  the  ELI  POWER  UNIT  is  built  to  do  more  work  than  is  ever  required  of  it. 
This  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  it  has  become  known  as  the  most  reliable  power  equip- 
ment available  for  operating  portable  Riding  Devices. 

The  Motor  is  a  four-cylinder  heavy-duty  "L"  head  type.  Connecting  rods  have 
bronze  back  removable  bearings  and  crank-shaft  has  removable  babbit  bearings. 
Ignition  is  by  Eisemann  GL-4  Magneto,  a  high-tension  model  with  special  low-speed 
winding  to  insure  a  hot  spark  for  instant  starting.  A  centrifugal  air-cleaner  and  hot- 
air  stove  are  standard  fittings  on  the  Zenith  Model  94-TO  Carburetor.  The  inbuilt 
self-oiling  governor  maintains  a  steady  flow  of  power  at  all  times  regardless  of  load 
variations.  The  right-angle  drive  is  equipped  with  nickel-steel  machine  cut  gears, 
running  in  oil  and  fitted  with  Ball  Bearings  on  alloy  steel  drive-shafts.  The  direction 
of  drive  is  reversible  to  fit  requirements  of  ride  on  which  the  Unit  is  used. 

In  the  long  run  an  ELI  POWER  UNIT  means  MONEY  IN  YOUR  POCKET.  DON'T 
TAKE  CHANCES  ON  THE  BIG  DAYS  AHEAD.  BUY  AN  ELI  POWER  UNIT  AND 
FORGET  YOUR  POWER  TROUBLES. 


1 


ELI     BRIDGE     COMPANY 


Builders  of  Dependable  Products 

JACKSONVILLE       -         -         -         - 


ILLINOIS 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 


A  fine  picture  of  the  Hoffner  Amusement  Company  in  Action 


Our  good  friend  Bill  Hoffner,  manager  of  the 
Hoffner  Amusement  Company  of  Polo,  Illinois 
sends  the  above  picture,  showing  his  rides  play- 
ing one  of  his  most  successful  celebrations  in 
1936.  The  Wheel  is  a  No.  5  BIG  ELI  and  the 
Merry-Go-Round  an  Allan  Herschell  "Little 
Beauty."  Last  year  he  added  a  Kiddie  Auto 
ride,  which  proved  very  successful.  The  season 
as  a  whole  was  one  of  his  best  and  he  hopes  to 
make  1937  even  better. 

*  *  * 
New  motorized  equipment  for  the  Dee  Lang 
Shows  includes  six  1937  Model  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailers  powered  by  Chevrolet  Tractors.  The 
first,  a  20-foot  unit  left  our  factory  on  March 
5th.  Five  24-foot  units  are  scheduled  to  go  at 
various  later  dates.  All  will  be  equipped  with 
screw-type  landing-gear,  booster  tanks  on  brake 
equipment  and  will  have  box  bodies. 

In  a  recent  conversation  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lang  told  us  their  1936 
season  was  most  successful.  They  look  forward 
to  1937  as  even  better.  They  expect  also  to  add 
a  new  living  trailer  for  the  coming  season. 

BIG  ELI  Owner  I.  K.  Wallace  spent  the  winter 
with  relatives  at  Millbridge  Maine  after  closing 
with  the  Kaus  Shows.  His  No.  5  Wheel  is 
booked  with  the  Peerless  Exposition  Shows, 
Joe  Cramer,  Manager,  scheduled  for  opening  in 
Ohio  territory  early  in  April. 


XTR.  R.  T.  DOWIS,  of  Sterling,  Colorado, 
with  his  sons  Graydon  and  Donald  were 
visitors  with  us  on  January  21.  Mr.  Dowis  has 
long  been  a  customer  of  Eli  Bridge  Company. 
We  first  made  his  acquaintance  in  1917  when 
he  called  at  our  factory,  then  in  Roodhouse,  and 
purchased  his  first  No.  5  Wheel.  Later  in  1922 
he  bought  one  of  the  first  ELI  Power  Units  and 
put  it  on  his  Wheel,  which  it  operated  regularly 
during  the  1936  season. 

While  here  he  bought  a  1937  Power  Unit  for 
his  Wheel.  He  told  us  the  old  engine  was  good 
for  several  more  seasons,  but  he  likes  the 
modern  equipment  of  the  new  rides  and  decided 
it  best  to  have  a  new  engine. 

Son,  Donald  Dowis  is  following  the  example 
set  by  his  widely  experienced  father,  and  has 
purchased  a  1937  Model  No.  5  Wheel  which  is 
booked  for  shipment  April  10.  The  two  Wheels 
will  be  Du-Plexed  at  the  big  spots  and  operated 
separately  for  the  smaller  celebrations. 

Mrs.  Josephine  James  Flournoy,  of  Chicago, 
was  a  visitor  with  us  on  February  12.  Her  No. 
12  BIG  ELI  will  start  the  season  in  Oklahoma 
territory  sometime  in  June  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Weldie  J.  Swisher. 

*     +     * 
Operator    Percy    LaBelle,    of    Port    Arthur, 
Ontario,  states  he  will  be  with  the  No.  5  Wheel 
on  Gray's  Greater  Canadian  Shows  in  1937. 


April 
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OUR  FRONT  COVER 

"K/fK.  N.  S.  DISPKNSA,  the  man  whose 
-^'■*-  picturf^  appf?ars  on  our  front-rovf^r  is 
known  to  all  Outdoor  Amusf^mf^nt  Mf^n  in  thff 
Chicago  territory.  We  introduce  him  to  our 
readers  as  a  long  time  customer  of  Kli  Hridge 
Company  and  a  user  of  BIG  P^LI  Products. 

We  first  met  "Nick"  in  1918  when  he  was 
operating  a  No.  12  Wheel  purchased  from  the 
late  W.  O.  Brown.  In  the  ninteen  years 
elapsed  since  that  first  acquaintance  we  have 
sold  Mr.  Diwpensa  .several  BIG  KLI  Wheels 
and  two  Tilt-A-Whirls.  In  all  these  transactions 
we  have  found  him  an  amiable,  straight-forward 
and  honest  business  man  whose  word  is  his  bond. 

liy  hard  work  he  has  increased  the  size  of  his 
organization  to  one  of  the  largest  operated  in 
Chicago  territory.  Throughout  his  experience 
in  the  ride-business  he  has  been  blessed  by  one 
of  the  greatest  privileges  given  Uj  any  man — 
that  of  a  large  family  that  works  with  him  and 
for  him  in  the  advancement  of  his  business. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dispensa  have  four  daughters, 
five  sons  and  one  grand-child.  The  elder  sons, 
Joe,  John  and  Paul  take  an  active  part  in  the 
operation  of  the  various  rides.  The  two  younger 
sons,  Anthony  and  Nicholas,  Jr.  are  growing  up 
in  the  ride  basiness  and  when  old  enough  will 
become  partners  in  the  organization. 

The  Dispensas  own  their  own  winter  quarters 
near  Hin.sdale  which  is  also  their  home.  They 
operate  a  total  of  three  sets  of  Riding  Devices 
which  includes  three  BIG  ELI  Wheels  and 
three  7-car  Tilt-A-Whirls. 

♦■♦•*• 
Last  season  K.  F.  (Brownie;  Smith  concluded 
the  No.  5  Wheel  with  Smith's  Greater  Atlantic 
Shows  needed  more  pep  so  to  get  more  pep 
he  had  to  have  more  power  therefore  he  bought 
a  new  Eli  Power  Unit. 

"It  was  just  what  the  old  Wheel  needed,"  he 
wrote  a  few  week-s  ago.  Now  Mr.  Smith  can  rest 
confident  he  will  have  power  to  .spare  in  the 
big  rush  days  ahead. 

*  ♦  * 
Beckmann  &;  Gerety's  three-in-line  battery  of 
No.  16  Wheels  will  all  be  fini.shed  in  "De-Luxe" 
equipment  for  1937.  La.st  season  they  pur- 
cha.sed  a  "De-Luxe"  No.  If!  which  was  put  into 
operation  at  the  Illinois  State  Fair.  This  Wheel 
had  gloss  white  enameled  seats,  plate-glass 
mirrors,  gold-leafed  scrolls  and  mirror  frames. 
The  .seats  of  their  other  two  Wheels  are  being 
fixed  in  like  manner  at  winter  quarters  in 
San  Antonio,  Texas. 


Vanderfjool  ha^s  his  deer. 

This  picture  shows  C.  M.  Vanderpool,  plant 
superintendent  of  the  Sellner  Manufacturing 
Company,  Faribault,  Minnesota  with  the  buck 
deer  he  bagged  during  the  1936  deer  hunting 
sea.son.  Mr.  Vanderpool  states  he  almost 
mi.s-sed  this  one.  His  two  companions  bagged 
their  deer  early  on  the  trip,  and  Mr.  Vanderpool 
shot  thia  one  on  the  last  day. 

He  not  only  sent  the  picture,  but  to  prove  his 
prowess  as  a  hunter,  the  tail  of  this  buck  deer 
was  given  to  Sales-Manager  Ben  O.  Roodhou.se, 
and  it  now  serves  as  a  duster  in  his  office. 

Mr.  Vanderpool  states  he  enjoyed  his  trip 
greatly  as  it  offered  a  rest  from  his  work  of 
moving  Tilt-A-Whirl  shipments  from  the 
Sellner  Factory  in  Faribault.  He  .states  the 
plant  is  very  busy  building  new  7-Car  Tilt- 
A-Whiris  to  fill  1937  orders. 
*•     *     ♦ 

Had  you  been  listing  to  Ray  Dady,  news  com- 
mentator of  Radio  Station  KWK,  St.  Louis,  on 
the  evening  of  January  19  you  would  have 
heard  .something  like  this: 

"The  depres.sion  is  whipped  we  can  look 
forward  to  prosperity,  flag-pole  sitters,  etc.,  as 
the  Eli  Bridge  Company,  largest  manufacturers 
of  Ferris  Wheels  in  the  country  report  they  are 
operating  100  percent." 

We  did  not  hear  thus  comment  ourselves  but  it 
was  reported  to  us  by  George  T.  Bom  of  the 
.sales  department  of  Broderick  &  Bascom  Wire 
Rope  Company  of  St.  L/juis,  from  whom  we 
purchase  various  sizes  of  cables. 
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Foley  &  Burke's  unusual  lighting 

arrangement  on  their  No. 

5  BIG  ELJ  Wheel. 

W.  Lee  Brandon,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Foley  &  Burk  Shows  of  San  Francisco,  gen- 
erously loaned  us  the  picture  from  which  the 
above  cut  was  made. 

This  shows  the  unusual  lighting  arrange- 
ment worked  out  by  the  electrician  of  the 
Foley  &  Burke  Shows  for  their  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheel.  The  design  resembles  a  giant  flower  with 
alternate  petals  in  different  colors  of  lights. 
A  total  of  576  lamps  are  used  in  the  design. 

A  different  view  of  this  Wheel  appeared  in 
the  rotogravure  section  of  a  recent  issue  of  the 
San  Francisco  Chronicle  where  it  was  used  as 
an  unusual  example  of  the  art  of  photography. 
From  the  standpoint  of  mechanical  engineering 
the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  has  stood  supreme  as  a 
work  of  art  for  the  past  thirty-seven  years. 

*  *  * 
Sam  E.  Spencer,  of  Brookville,  Pennsylvania, 
an  old-time  friend  and  customer  called  on  us 
recently.  It  was  back  in  1916  that  he  visited  us 
in  Roodhouse,  Illinois  and  signed  a  contract 
for  his  No.  5  Wheel  which  is  still  doing  regular 
service  as  a  money  maker. 

On  his  trip  here  Mr.  Spencer  was  accompanied 
by  C.  D.  Clark  who  will  be  associated  with  him 
in  the  operation  of  the  Spencer  and  Clark 
Exposition  Shows  in  1937.  While  here  they 
arranged  for  the  purchase  of  a  7-car  1937  Model 
Tilt-A-Whirl  equipped  with  ELI  Power  Unit. 
The  machine  is  slated  for  shipment  April  10th. 


D.  M.  Bailey,  of  Brunswick,  Georgia,  advises 
he  has  purchased  a  No.  5  Wheel  from  Richard 
Stanley  and  has  it  booked  with  the  Majestic 
Exposition  Shows  for  the  season. 

*  *     * 

Manager  J.  S.  Bullock,  of  Bamberg,  South 
Carolina,  is  the  first  purchaser  of  a  new  1937 
Model  Outside  Circle  as  described  in  our  last 
issue.  The  new  equipment  will  be  installed  on 
Mr.  Bullock's  No.  5  Wheel. 

He  advises  Bullock's  Amusement  Enterprises 
started  the  season  at  Bamberg  March  13th. 
The  show  is  completely  motorized  on  BIG  ELI 
Semi-Trailers.  Has  new  canvas,  more  lights 
and  new  paint  on  all  equipment.  1936  was  a 
most  successful  season  for  Mr.  Bullock  and  he 
looks  forward  to  1937  as  even  better. 

*  *     * 

The  Imperial  United  Shows,  Inc.,  of  Mont- 
gomery, Alabama,  opened  the  1937  season  in 
that  city  on  March  27th.  Jack  L.  Murray,  N. 
Lee  Creson  and  Al.  H.  Fine  are  associated  in 
the  management  of  the  shows. 

The  rides  include  Du-Plex  BIG  ELI  Wheels, 
Merry-Go-Round,  Chair-0-Plane  and  Tilt-A- 
Whirl  owned  by  Mr.  Creson.  A  Loop-0-Plane 
and  two  kiddie  rides  have  been  booked.  The 
Tilt-A-Whirl  is  a  new  1937  Model  with  ELI 
POWER  Unit  purchased  by  Mr.  Creson  this 
year.  The  ride  started  active  service  on  Feb. 
13th  at  Montgomery. 

Y  "T^  't^ 

W.  W.  Charnes,  Bennetsville,  South  Carolina 
states  he  has  been  a  BIG  ELI  Operator  for 
the  past  fifteen  years.  Among  those  he  has 
worked  for  are  J.  M.  Jackson,  W.  J.  Bunts, 
Eric  T.  Hyde,  H.  T.  Freed  and  others. 

*  *     * 

Ray  Marsh  Brydon,  Owner  of  Dan  Rice  Circus, 
with  "Slim"  Webb,  master  mechanic  were  callers 
at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  on  February  6. 
Manager  Brydon  reports  the  outlook  is  bright 
for  good  business  in  the  circus  field  in  1937. 

Mrs.  Marie  Moffatt,  of  Mount  Morris,  New 
York,  advises  that  her  BIG  ELI  Wheel  and  the 
other  rides  of  the  Genessee  County  Amusements 
have  been  booked  with  the  Howard  Potter 
Attractions  of  Ithaca,  New  York  for  the  coming 
season.  *     +     * 

R.  E.  Barnett  and  Gilbert  Cox  stopped  off  at  the 
factory  a  few  minutes  on  March  8th.  They  were 
enroute  from  Evansville,  Indiana  to  the  winter 
quarters  of  Crowley's  United  Shows  at  Shelbina, 
Missouri. 
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BIG    ELI   Wheel 
in  England 


The  No.  16  Wheel  pictured  here  is 
the  first  adult  size  BIG  ELI  to  be 
shipped  to  England.  It  is  a  Stand- 
ard 1936  Model  installed  at  Black- 
pool Beach  at  Blackpool,  England 
last  year. 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Burrell,  Secretary 
of  Blackpool  Pleasure  Beach,  Ltd. 
informs  us  the  Wheel  was  erected 
with  no  difficulty,  and  that  it  has 
enjoyed  great  popularity  with  his 
patrons  at  Blackpool. 


Rex  D.  Billings,  Manager  of  Beau- 
tiful Belmont  Park  at  Cartierville, 
Montreal,  Canada  is  interested  in 
booking  a  Tilt-A- Whirl  that  is  in 
good  condition.  He  informs  us  they 
estimate  their  attendance  at  500,- 
000  for  1937,  that  with  78% 
bad  weather  in  1936  their  gross 
receipts  increased  28%.  The  Park 
plays  high  quality  free  acts  and 
has  a  liberal  advertising  and 
picnic  policy. 


No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel  at  Blacktyool,  England. 


Here's  a  nice  report  for  early  March.  It  comes 
from  a  No.  5  operated  in  Florida  territory.  Too 
bad  the  week  was  marred  by  rain  on  three  days. 

Friday $140.80 

Saturday 173.90 

Monday 85.90 

Tuesday  (rain) 7.30 

Wednesday  (rain) 36.90 

Thursday  (showers) 41.80 

Friday 74.20 

Saturday 150.80 

Total $711.60 

*     *     * 

March  15th  we  had  a  brief  visit  with  Manager 
William  R.  Snapp,  of  the  William  R.  Snapp 
Attractions.  He  advises  work  at  winter  quarters 
in  Joplin,  Missouri  is  well  under  way  and  that 
he  had  three  rides  working  in  Joplin  on  the  day 
he  called  here. 


BIG  ELI  Owner  T.  P.  GifTord  writes  that  he  is 
back  home  at  Grundy  Center,  Iowa  after 
spending  three  pleasant  months  in  the  South. 
He  is  getting  the  No.  5  Wheel  and  other  equip- 
ment ready  for  the  1937  season,  which  he  states 
looks  good  to  him. 


"Back  home  in  Cherry,  Illinois,"  writes  our 
friend  Henry  Hoffner,  "after  a  fine  winter  in 
Hot  Springs.  Left  there  on  March  11th  with 
flowers  blooming  and  trees  leafing  out  and 
arrived  in  Illinois  during  a  blizzard.  Some  con- 
trast! Getting  the  rides  ready  for  1937,  will 
book  them  instead  of  going  out  on  my  own." 


Harry  Mamsch,  of  the  Mutual  Amusement 
Company,  Chicago,  was  a  visitor  with  us  on 
February  12. 
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EtvaWs  Rides  in  Action. 


During  a  recent  visit  to  the  BIG  ELI  Factory, 
Thomas  Ewalt,  manager  of  Ewalt's  Rides  of 
Geneva,  Nebraska,  left  the  above  photograph 
with  us.  He  stated  it  was  taken  at  one  of  his 
Fairs,  when  the  Shows  gave  a  matinee  to  the 
inmates  of  one  of  the  State  Institutions  of 
Nebraska. 

L.  J.  Eldred  writes  under  date  of  March  22nd 
requesting  Operator's  Lapel  Buttons  for  three 
BIG  ELI  Operators,  Wilford  Allen,  Lynn  Oakes 
and  Lynn  Francis.  Monte  Young  has  taken 
over  the  ride  business  conducted  for  many 
years  by  Mr.  Eldred. 

"I  have  retired  from  the  ride  business"  Mr. 
Eldred  writes,  "but  I  'hit  the  ball'  while  I  was 
in  it.  I  am  enjoying  a  vacation  now." 

James  McBride  of  Cowan,  Tennessee  postcards 
he  will  operate  the  No.  5  Wheel  with  Cumber- 
land Valley  Shows  this  season. 

SHORT  RATIONS 

A  big  buck  Indian  had  just  ordered  a  ham 
sandwich  at  a  drug  store  and  was  peering 
between  the  slices  of  bread  when  he  turned  to 
the  waiter  and  said,  "Ugh,  you  slice  'em  ham?" 
The  waiter  replied,  "Yes,  I  sliced  the  ham." 
"Ugh,"  grunted  the  Indian.  "You  damn 
near  miss  him." — Nebraska  Awgwan. 


Frank  H.  Wood  states  he  has  been  in  show 
business  25  years  as  operator  of  BIG  ELI 
Wheels.  He  has  raised  two  sons  and  made 
Wheel  operators  of  them  and  says  no  ride  out- 
classes the  BIG  ELI  for  ease  of  operation  and 
mechanical  simplicity. 

+  *  * 
When  residents  of  Westchester  County,  New 
York  enter  the  gates  of  Playland  Park  at  Rye 
on  opening  day  they  will  fine  a  new  ride  never 
before  operated  at  Playland.  This  is  a  No.  16 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  purchased  and  installed  by 
the  Park  and  Beach  Supply  Company  of  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  Harry  C.  Baker,  President. 

*  *     * 

On  Wednesday,  February  24  a  "stag"  party 
was  held  for  BIG  ELI  employees  with  about  30 
present.  Volley  ball  was  played  followed  by 
refreshments  of  hot-dogs,  doughnuts  and  coffee 

and  then  a  round  of  horse-shoe  pitching. 

*  *     * 

All  seats  on  the  4-in-line  unit  of  No.  5  Wheels 
with  the  Johnny  J.  Jones  Exposition  will  be 
finished  in  gloss  white  enamel,  and  decorated 
with  standard  BIG  ELI  Decalcomania  Trans- 
fers. This  work  is  being  done  in  winter  quarters 
at  Augusta,  Georgia. 

"When  some  men  discharge  an  obligation  you 
can  hear  the  report  for  miles  around." 

— Mark  Twain. 
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Use  BIG  ELI   PRODUCTS  for  BIGGER  PROFITS 

in  1937 

BIG   ELI   Wheels 

BIG  ELI  SEMI-TRAILERS 

ELI  POWER  Units 

Economical  —  Dependable  —  Long  Lived 


BOOKING   LISTS 

nPHE  Managers  of  the  Amusement  Parks  and  Carnival  Organizations  listed  immediately  below 
have  indicated  their  interest  in  booking  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  for  the  1937  operating  season. 
Wheel  Owners  who  have  equipment  available  for  booking  are  requested  to  write  us  for  additional 
information  regarding  any  of  the  companies  here  listed. 

This  Service  carries  no  charge.   It  is  rendered  in  a  spirit  of  cooperation  to  our  customers  who 
own  BIG  ELI  Wheels  and  to  the  Managers  of  these  Amusement  Organizations. 


1.  Cedar  Point-on-Lake  Erie  (Ohio) 

2.  Luna  Park  (Coney  Island) 

3.  Ocean  Park  Pier  (Cal.) 

4.  Clementon  Lake  Park  (N.  J.) 

5.  Idora  Park  (Ohio) 

6.  Rocky  Spring  Park  (Penna.) 

7.  Dominion  Park  (Quebec) 

8.  Sylvan  Park  (Michigan) 

9.  Revolution  Park  (S.  Car.) 

10.  Lakewood  Park  (Kansas) 

11.  West  Lake  Park  (Michigan) 

12.  Rube's  Pleasure  Park  (Ky.) 

13.  Dreamland  Amusement  Park  (N.  J.) 


14.  Park  Bellingham  (Wash.) 

15.  Lake  Cisco  Park  (Texas) 

16.  Avon  Park  (Illinois) 

17.  Lakeside  Amusement  Park  (Iowa) 

18.  Corey  Greater  Shows  (Penna.) 

19.  Geo.  W.  Davis  Shows  (Illinois) 

20.  MidWest  Shows  (Indiana) 

21.  "Sunrise  Trails  Shows"  (New  York) 

22.  "Ace  Amusements"  (New  England) 

23.  Casino  Park,  Inc.  (Texas) 

24.  Silver  Beach  (Mich.) 

25.  Geauga  Lake  Park  (Ohio) 


The  following  Amusement  Park  and  Carnival  Organizations  have  indicated  their  interest  in 
booking  a  Tilt-A-Whirl  for  1937.  Ride  Men  who  have  Tilt-A-Whirl  equipment  available  for 
location  please  write  for  additional  information  on  these  organizations. 


1.  Cedar  Point-on-Lake  Erie  (Ohio) 

2.  Dominion  Park  (Quebec) 

3.  Clementon  Lake  Park  (N.  J.) 

4.  Rocky  Springs  Park  (Penna.) 

5.  Beautiful  Belmont  Park  (Quebec) 

6.  Revolution  Park  (S.  Car.) 

7.  Lakewood  Park  (Kansas) 

8.  West  Lake  Park  (Michigan) 

9.  Rube's  Pleasure  Park  (Ky.) 

10.  Dreamland  Park  (N.  J.) 

11.  Park  Bellingham  (Wash.) 

12.  Lake  Cisco  Park  (Texas) 

13.  Avon  Park  (111.) 


14.  Lakeside  Amusement  Park  (Iowa) 

15.  Rolling  Green  Park  (Penna.) 

16.  Midwest  Shows  (Indiana) 

17.  "Sunrise  Trail  Shows"  (New  York) 

18.  "Ace  Amusements"  (New  England) 

19.  Corey  Greater  Shows  (Penna.) 

20.  B  &  V  Enterprises  (New  York) 

21.  Dyer  Greater  Shows  (Central  West) 

22.  J.  J.  Colley's  Shows  (Oklahoma) 

23.  Miller  Brothers'  Shows  (Central  West) 

24.  Silver  Beach  (Michigan) 

25.  Casino  Park,  Inc.  (Texas) 
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A  bi-monthly  magazine  for  the  benefit  of  those 
interested  in  the  riding  device  business.  "BIG 
ELI"  is  our  registered  trade-mark,  hence  BIG 
ELI  NEWS  is  protected  by  the  use  of  the  words 
"BIG  ELI".  A  magazine  supporting  clean 
amusements,  published  in  the  interest  of  ELI 
BRIDGE  COMPANY,  Jacksonville,  Illinois, 
U.    S.    A.,    Builders    of    BIG    ELI    Products. 

LEE  A.  SULLIVAN President 

J.  L.  SULLIVAN Vice  President 

L.  L.  SULLIVAN Secretary-Treasurer 

BEN  O.  ROODHOUSE Sales  Manager 


EDITORIAL 

"1\7ITH  some  regularity  during  sunshiny 
^^  days  of  the  year  we  always  welcome  a 
man  who  makes  a  little  visiting  tour  through  the 
BIG  ELI  factory.  For  more  than  twenty-five 
years  he  was  in  active  charge  of  the  seat  paint- 
ing department,  and  is  still  as  interested  in 
our  progress  as  ever. 

T.  A.  Dawson  lives  several  blocks  from  the 
plant  at  his  home,  415  Jordan  Street,  this  city. 
"Lonnie,"  as  he  is  commonly  called  by  other 
long-time  employees,  first  saw  the  light  of  day 
on  October  9,  1857.  He  is  seventy-nine  years 
young.  A  competent  painter  of  the  old  school 
who  believes  in  using  good  materials  and  putting 
time  enough  on  paint  jobs  so  they  will  give 
maximum  service.  And  his  methods  are  still 
being  used  in  our  paint  department. 

By  the  oldest  records  we  can  locate  in  this 
oflJice  he  began  work  on  March  4,  1907  and 
finished  his  work  here  November  24,  1932. 
Thus  his  actual  period  of  service  was  25  years, 
8  months,  and  20  days. 

In  a  recent  conversation  with  him  we  asked 
Lonnie  the  serial  number  of  the  last  set  of  seats 
he  painted  before  leaving  the  BIG  ELI  paint 
room.  His  records  (in  writing)  show  that  this 
set  was  Serial  Number  600.  These  sets  of 
Seats,  averaging  12  to  the  set,  would  show  a 
total  of  7200  Seats  that  came  under  his  direction 


for  painting  and  decorating.  The  actual  number 
handled  will  even  exceed  this,  because  during 
those  years  many  sets  of  BIG  ELI  Seats  were 
refinished  and  redecorated  for  customers. 

T.  A.  Dawson  is  a  great  reader.  He  keeps 
abreast  of  the  times.  He  can  talk  interestingly 
on  current  topics,  and  has  always  formed  an 
opinion  that  is  logical  and  reasonable  on  any 
subject  discussed. 

Lonnie  and  Mrs.  Dawson  quietly  passed 
their  Golden  Wedding  anniversary  on  November 
24th  of  last  year.  Here  we  consider  him  one  of 
us,  respect  his  judgment,  and  are  proud  of  his 
interest  in  our  future  progress. 

It  is  such  men  as  T.  A.  Dawson;  unassuming, 
progressive,  and  yet  of  a  conservative  nature, 
who  keeps  our  country  and  its  citizens  on  a 
sound  and  future  hopeful  basis.  That  he  and 
his  good  wife  may  enjoy  many  future  years  of 
happiness  together  is  our  sincere  wish. 

*  *  * 
TT  IS  with  considerable  pleasure  that  we 
inform  our  readers  of  the  general  business 
improvement  experienced  at  the  BIG  ELI 
factory  since  the  beginning  of  the  new  year. 
Our  stock  of  finished  BIG  ELI  Wheels  was  so 
low  nearing  the  close  of  1936  that  we  realized 
the  necessity  of  building  a  quantity  of  new 
Wheels  during  the  winter.  Buying  among 
amusement  men  started  very  early,  and  at  this 
writing  we  are  as  busy  as  can  be  trying  to  fulfill 
shipping  date  promises  and  keep  up  with  the 
demands  of  our  friends  for  BIG  ELI  products. 
It  has  been  our  desire  to  be  just  this  busy  for  a 
number  of  years.  While  the  work  is  strenuous, 
there  is  much  satisfaction  in  having  every 
department  on  their  toes  to  do  their  part  of 
completing  BIG  ELI  Wheels,  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailers,  and  ELI  Power  Units  to  meet  the 
demands  for  the  season  of  1937.  Thank  you  for 
your  confidence  in  us  and  your  orders.  We  hope 
both  will  continue. 


Don's  sit  around  and 

wait  For  good  business  to 

come  your  way. 

1937  will  be  what 
you  make  It. 


April 


Bis  Eli  News 


25 
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A  Croivd  like  this  means  big  business  for  the  Ride-Man.   With  a  1937  Model  Tilt'A-Whirl 
you  are  equipped  to  get  all  the  net  profit  these  big  days  can  give. 

GREATER  "FLASH*'  -IMPROVED  CONSTRUCTION 


CARS:  All  steel  rigid  construction  means 
longer  life.  F'olding  foot-board  saves 
space  in  moving.  Finish:  Red  with 
Aluminum  trim,  Transfer  designs.  Up- 
holstered in  black  Pantasote.  Canopy 
tops  covered  with  Chase  Art  Leather. 
Wire  safety  guards  at  back. 

BRAKES:  Individual  car  brakes  operated 
by  safety  steel  handle  bars. 

CRESTINGS:  All  metal,  modernistic  de- 
sign with  attractive  medallions  finished 
in  colorful  enamel  and  wired  for  319 
electric  lamps. 

INSIDE  SIGN:  Revolves  as  machine  moves 
and  is  illuminated  by  three  spot  lights. 


POWER  JACK:  New  V-Type,  compact  and 
simplified  in  construction.  Mounted  on 
two-wheel  truck  for  easy  moving.  Clutch 
and  Idler  Wheel  shafts  fitted  with  Roller- 
Bearings  and  Alemite  lubrication  system. 

POWER:     All    1937    Model    Tilt-A-Whirls 

include     1937     ELI     POWER     UNIT     as 

Standard  Equipment. 
TRIP  CAPACITY:    Each  car  carries  four 

adults  or  five  children.     28   to  35  fares 

per  trip. 
SPACE  REQUIREMENTS  AND  WEIGHT: 

7-car  ride,  42  feet  in  diameter.    Weight, 

including  ELI  POWER  UNIT,  23,475  lbs. 

May  be  moved  complete  on  two  24-foot 

Semi-Trailers. 


WRITE  FOR  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION 

ELI    BRIDGE    COMPANY 

SELLING   AGENTS 

JACKSONVILLE ILLINOIS 


26 


Big  Eli  News 


March 


BIG  ELI  TALKS 
THE  BABY  ELI  WHEEL 


A  Kiddie  Ride 
that  can  be 

EASILY  ERECTED, 
has  appeal  for 

the  LITTLE  FOLKS 
and  can  be 

PACKED  IN  A 

LIMITED  SPACE 


fo 


r  movins. 


TJIDE  OWNERS  frequently  ask  us,  "How 
■*-^  many  BABY  ELI  Wheels  do  you  sell  each 
year?"  Our  answer  has  always  been  that  we 
could  by  pushing  for  sales  on  BABY  ELI 
Wheels  probably  sell  quite  a  number  of  them 
during  each  amusement  season.  But  the  little 
Wheel  was  never  brought  out  to  become  a 
featuring  of  our  manufacturing  program.  It 
does  fill  a  demand  for  the  small  Wheel  safely 
built  to  satisfy  mothers  of  little  children.  They 
can  trust  their  children  on  this  ride  in  charge  of 
a  competent  operator,  and  know  they  will  be 
perfectly  safe  sitting  behind  a  rugged  handlebar 
that  positively  locks  the  patrons  in  the  Seat. 

Up  until  1923  we  had  never  built  Kiddie 
rides,  but  a  number  of  years  prior  to  that  time 
Johnny  J.  Jones  Exposition  had  been  using  a 


group  of  small  rides  built  entirely  of  wood. 
These  included  a  small  Fairy  Swing,  Baby 
Wheel,  and  Kiddie  Merry-Go-Round. 

During  the  spring  of  1923  the  late  Johnny  J. 
Jones  repeatedly  wrote  us  requesting  that  we 
design  a  Wheel  built  as  near  like  the  BIG  ELI 
as  possible.  He  stated  he  knew  we  were  more 
familiar  with  the  Wheel  business  than  any  one 
else,  and  could  design  a  safe,  practical,  portable 
Kiddie  Wheel.  Others  offered  to  build  him  a 
little  Wheel,  but  he  kept  coming  back  to  us 
until  we  agreed  to  his  desire  and  that  spring 
started  the  drawings  which  finally  resulted  in 
the  finished  BABY  ELI.  Several  months' 
time  were  taken  to  get  the  details  of  this 
Wheel  just  right,  test  out  the  Seats,  machinery 
and  other  parts,  and  it  was  on  October  3rd, 
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1923  when  No.  1  BABY  ELI  was  consigned  to 
Mr.  Jones  at  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

When  he  received  the  shipment,  Johnny  J. 
Jones  wired  us  "Wheel  a  beauty.  Writing." 
On  November  4th,  1923  in  his  letter  he  said 
"I  am  more  than  pleased  with  the  little  Wheel, 
and  you  can  use  my  name  to  anybody  to  whom 
you  figure  on  selling.  The  little  Wheel  goes  to 
Cuba  for  seven  weeks.  Kindest  regards  to  all 
my  friends,  with  the  big  and  little  ELI.  Johnny 
J.  Jones." 

Thus,  since  1923  the  BABY  ELI  Wheel  has 
been  a  standard  size  with  us.  It  fills  the 
demand  for  a  Kiddie  Wheel  to  be  used  with 
Kiddie  Merry-Go-Round,  Chairplane,  or  Kiddie 
Auto  Ride. 

Neither  all  parks  nor  all  amusement  midways 
have  sufficient  attendance  of  children  up  to  12 
years  of  age  to  justify  owning  and  operating  a 
BABY  ELI  Wheel.  We  do,  however,  from  year 
to  year  sell  some  little  Wheels,  and  the  income 
is  usually  satisfactory,  proportionate  with  the 
owner's  investment  and  his  midway  attendance. 

You  can  be  assured  of  the  proper  construction 


and  long-wearing  qualities  of  this  ride.  The 
framework  is  of  all-steel,  plenty  sturdy  to  stand 
the  load  that  is  put  on  it  during  maximum 
capacity  at  any  time.  The  seats  are  of  best 
wood  construction,  steel  reinforced,  fully  up- 
holstered and  painted.  Each  seat  is  individually 
crated  and  has  a  protection  canvas  cover. 
Standard  equipment  includes  all  necessary  tools, 
electric  lights  and  wire,  loading  platform, 
ticket  box  and  2  H.P.  electric  motor. 

Size  specifications  are  as  follows:  total 
height,  15  feet,  l}/2  inches;  ground  space  re- 
quired, 11  feet  deep  by  16  feet,  3'4  inches  wide; 
weight  complete  with  all  equipment  including 
power,  2594  lbs.  When  packed  for  less  than 
carload  railroad  shipment,  weight  is  approxi- 
mately 3000  lbs. 

Should  you  have  a  place  on  your  midway  for 
several  Kiddie  rides,  consider  the  BABY  ELI 
Wheel.  Wheels  are  in  stock,  and  can  be  shipped 
in  a  reasonable  time  after  order  is  received. 

BABY  ELI  is  an  added  ride  for  the  midway, 
and  is  truly  a  miniature  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  Ask 
us  to  tell  you  more  about  this  and  we  will 
furnish  you  our  prices  and  terms. 


BIG  ELI  DRIVE- CABLES 

All  1936  and  1937  Wheels  are  equipped  with  Standard  1/2- 
inch  Diameter  6  strand  Wire  Ropes  made  of  Mild  Steel. 
This  type  Cable  gives  maximum  service  under  present- 
day  operating  conditions. 

FOLLOWING  PRICES   F.  O.  B.  JACKSONVILLE 

No.  6  BABY  ELI  Drive-Cable $13.60 

No.  5  BIG  ELI  Drive-Cable 24.30 

No.  10  BIG  ELI  Drive-Cable  24.30 

No.  12  BIG  ELI  Drive-Cable  25.75 

No.  16  BIG  ELI  Drive-Cable 28.95 

NOTE:  The  cable  mills  have  advised  us  of  an  advance  in 
the  price  of  steel  from  which  cables  are  manufactured. 
However,  by  making  a  large  purchase  we  have  been  able 
to  hold  our  prices  to  the  above  quotations  which  will 
remain  effective  as  long  as  our  present  supply  lasts. 
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The  Aristocrat  No.  16  BIG   ELI   Wheel 


This  No.  16  BIG  ELI  xvill  soon  be  starting  its  thirteenth  consecutive 

season  at  Fair  Park,   Mihvaukee,   Wisconsin.    This  is  proof 

of  the  sustained  drawing  appeal  of  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 


•  O  •' 


T)ARK  OWNERS  throughout  the  world, 
■*■  considering  new  rides  for  1937,  did  not 
overlook  the  well  known  BIG  ELI  Wheel  as  a 
popular  attraction. 

As  the  Schaeffer  fountain  pen  designates 
life-time  among  pen  users,  so  the  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  means  life-time  service  among  riding 
devices. 

In  an  amusement  location  where  electric 
lighting  possibilities  are  a  feature,  and  where 
patrons  enjoy  a  scenic,  pleasant  experience,  the 
No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel  cannot  be  excelled.  It 
never  has  and  never  will  be  a  high-thrill  ride 
that  may  be  popular  today  and  lose  the  interest 


of  amusement-going  patrons  tomorrow.  When 
amusement  patrons  desire  to  sit  in  a  comfort- 
able seat,  ride  pleasantly,  and  visit  together 
the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  is  the  place  for  them. 

One  BIG  ELI  No.  16  Owner  operating  in  a 
central  western  park  informs  us  that  his  Wheel 
netted  $4800.00  in  1936.  It  is  true  these  are 
not  sensational  returns,  but  a  nice  income  on 
an  investment  that  did  not  exceed  $6500.00. 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS 
we  show  you  a  picture  of  the  1936  model  No. 
16  BIG  ELI  located  at  Blackpool  Pleasure 
Beach,  Blackpool,  England.  We  were  informed 
by   the   owners   of   this   Wheel   that    the   new 
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Wheel  proved  quite  an  attraction  last  year. 
At  this  writing  another  new  No.  16  Wheel  is 
sold  for  location  at  Clacton,  England.  This 
Wheel  will  be  shipped  about  April  20,  1937. 
Mr.  Butlin,  purchaser  of  the  Wheel,  advises 
that  he  wishes  to  have  a  No.  16  Wheel  because 
his  site  is  some  distance  from  the  main  part  of 
the  town,  and  he  wishes  the  extra  height  of  this 
Wheel  for  advertising  purposes. 

Not  only  in  amusement  parks  throughout 
the  U.  S.  A.  is  the  No.  16  Wheel  popular,  but 
also  in  England  and  we  believe  in  the  future  at 
other  locations  in  Europe  No.  16  BIG  ELI  will 
soon  become  a  popular  attraction. 

Does  your  park  have  a  space  38  feet  wide  by 
38  feet  deep  clear  of  trees  or  wires  for  a  height 
of  60  feet?  If  so,  the  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
will  nicely  fit  into  this  space  and  will  prove  a 
life-time  attraction  for  your  park. 

The  BIG  ELI  Wheel  will  pay  you  a  nice 
return  on  your  investment.  Your  park  will  be 
benefited  by  the  appearance  of  the  new  ride. 
You  will  be  advertising  for  miles  around  by  the 
addition  of  many  moving  lights. 

Where  a  wood  structure  riding  device  would 
have  suffered  damage  in  the  ravages  of  the 
flood.  No.  16  BIG  ELI  at  Coney  Island  Park, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  came  through  the  Ohio  River 


Valley  flood,  and  will,  as  usual,  be  ready  for  the 
active  amusement  season  of  1937  at  Coney 
Island  Park. 

Park  &  Beach  Supply  Company  of  New  York 
City  surely  consider  the  popularity  and  profit- 
earning  ability  of  the  No.  16  BIG  ELI  seriously, 
because  they  arranged  for  the  removal  of 
another  ride  to  give  place  for  the  location  of 
one  of  these  Wheels  at  Playland  Park,  New 
York  for  1937. 

Here  are  some  of  the  prominent  parks  in 
various  parts  of  the  U.  S.  A.  where  No.  16  BIG 

ELI  Wheels  will  operate  for  the  coming  season. 
Forest  Park  Highlands,  St.  Louis,  Missouri 
Fairyland  Park,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
Playland  Park,  Rye,  New  York 
Jantzen  Beach  Park,  Portland,  Oregon 
Springlake  Park,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 
Coney  Island  Park,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Fontaine  Ferry  Park,  Louisville,  Kentucky 
Idlewild  Park,  Ligonier,  Pennsylvania 
Ask  us  to  tell  you  more  about  the  No.  16 

BIG  ELI  Wheel.  This  information  is  yours  for 
the  asking  without  obligation. 

Wishing  our  park  friends  a  big  season  of  1937. 

Ben  O.  Roodhouse, 
Sales  Manager. 


LAMP  PRICES  REDUCED 

Genuine  GENERAL  ELECTRIC  highest  grade  Edison 
MAZDA  Lamps;  the  dependable,  long-life  kind  that  saves 
you  money.    Order  from  this  list. 

PRICE  PER  CASE  OF  120  LAMPS: 
23  Watt  St.  Ry.  Type,  Clear  $24.00 

15  Watt,  Inside  Frosted 16.00 

25  Watt,  Inside  Frosted 16.00 

40  Watt,  Inside  Frosted 16.00 

50  Watt,  Inside  Frosted 16.00 

NOTE:  The  above  prices  include  transportation  paid  to 
any  destination  in  the  U.  S.  A.  Shipment  goes  forward 
the  same  day  your  order  is  received. 


30 


Big  Eli  News 


March 


THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 

1937  TICKET-OFFICE 


LAST  month  in  this  department  the  new  type 
Outside  Light  Circle  for  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
was  discussed.  For  this  issue  we  are  glad  to 
describe  another  new  piece  of  equipment  which 
has  been  adopted  as  standard  for  all  adult 
size  1937  model  Wheels.  This  is  the  Ticket- 
Office  illustrated  in  outline  on  this  page. 

It  is  a  decided  improvement  over  the  old-type 
standard  BIG  ELI  ticket-box.  It  is  larger, 
roomier,  carries  more  lights  and  is  finished  in 
an  attractive  shade  of  ivory  enamel  both 
inside  and  out. 

The  overall  height  is  108  inches.  The  top 
section  is  49  inches  square.  Inside  width  and 
depth  38  .V^  inches.    Door  size  27  inches  wide. 


633^  inches  high.  Floor  rests  9  inches  above 
ground,  ticket  window  41  inches  above  ground. 
Door,  side  and  front  windows  equipped  with 
grille  made  of  J^-inch  round  steel  bars  pressed 
into  steel  supporting  strips. 

Workmanship  is  up  to  the  BIG  ELI  quality 
standard.  Electrical  equipment  includes  four 
top  scrolls  carrying  a  total  of  24  lamps.  Ten 
lamps  are  suspended  below  the  top  section. 
Wiring  circuit  is  heavy  duty  and  weatherproof. 
With  thirty-four  lights  illuminated  this  new 
Ticket-Office  is  the  utmost  in  "Flash"  and 
attractiveness. 

For  saving  time  and  ease  of  handling  the 
entire  equipment  is  loose-pin  hinged.  The  top 
section  and  scrolls  pack  into  one  crate  for  mov- 
ing; sides,  corner-sections  and  bottom  into 
another  crate  and  the  34  light  bulbs  into  a 
special  lamp  box.  When  furnished  for  use  with 
BIG  ELI  Wheels  ticket-box  is  lettered  as 
shown.  Available  without  lettering  for  use  on 
other  rides. 

All  1937  Model  Wheel  will  include  a  Ticket- 
Office  of  this  design  as  standard  equipment. 
If  you  are  in  need  of  a  ticket-box  for  the  Wheel 
you  are  now  operating,  write  us  for  prices  and 
additional  information  on  the  new  1937  Model 
shown  here. 

*  *     * 

Mr.  James  L.  Reed  advises  he  left  Memphis, 
Tennessee  for  the  winter  quarters  of  Wallace 
Brothers  Shows  at  Dyersburg,  Tennessee  on 
March  16th.  He  will  have  charge  of  the  No.  5 
Wheel  again  in  1937  for  Manager  E.  E.  Farrow. 

*  *     * 

Ed  J.  Hill,  of  Neenah,  Wisconsin,  dropped  oflf  a 
few  minutes  on  February  12  while  enroute  to 
winter  quarters  of  the  Central  States  Shows  at 
Greensburg,  Kansas.  In  a  late  letter  he  states 
the  ELI  Power  Unit  has  been  overhauled  and 
now  runs  like  a  new  one. 


Greater  "Flash,"  improved  design,  more  room, 

high'quality   tvorkmanship — this    Ticket'Office 

tvill  create  a  favorable  impression 

with  your  patrons. 


WHEEL  OWNERS  AND 

OPERATORS 

Have  you  received  your  copy  of  the  1937 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  Parts  List?  If  not,  send 
for  it  today.  This  list  contains  prices  of 
all  repair  parts  for  all  models  of  BIG 
ELI  Wheels.  Every  Owner  and  Operator 
should  have  a  copy. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 


Everybody  had  a  good  time. 


"V/f  EMBERS  of  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  family 
revived  a  pleasant  old  custom  on  the 
evening  of  January  29,  when  with  our  families, 
sweethearts  and  friends  we  gathered  for  an 
evening  of  fun  and  merriment  sponsored  jointly 
by  President  Lee  A.  Sullivan  and  the  BIG  ELI 
Employees. 

Eighty-five  were  present  and  the  fun  started 
at  8:00  p.m.  when  the  curtain  rose  on  a  minstrel 
show  with  Ben  O.  Roodhouse  as  middleman. 
Charles  S.  Hauser  was  Sonny-Boy  Happiness; 
Bob  March,  Big  Bill  Childs;  Jesse  Smith,  Mack 
McCloud;  Claude  Twyford,  Paducah  Joe; 
Gerald  Steelman,  Step'n  Fetch  It;  Paul  E. 
Rimbey,  Singin'  Sam.  In  the  chorus:  Fred  Still, 
Warren  Haley,  Charles  Riggs,  Jack  Prewitt, 
Lyle  Davis,  Russell  Newburn,  Weir  Spires  and 
Robert  Rawlings.  Peggy  Sullivan  accompanist 
at  the  piano. 

Specialty  numbers:  guitar  solo,  Gerald  Steel- 
man;  reading,  Mrs.  Ben  0.  Roodhouse;  tap- 
dance,  Mary  Lipsmire  and  Mary  Catharine 
Cox;  guitar  duet,  Truman  Reynolds  and  Pete 
Riggs;  vocal  solo,  Robert  Rawlins;  tap  dance, 
Charles  Hauser;  song,  Jack  Prewitt;  accordion 
solo,  Peggy  Sullivan;  jews-harp  solo,  Fred  Still; 


cowboy  song,  Pete  Riggs  and  then  the  finale 
after  which  the  above  picture  was  taken.  After 
the  photograph  the  lights  were  cut  and  then 
came  three  reels  of  pictures  presented  by  Bill 
Lipsmire. 

In  the  games  Mrs.  Warren  Haley  won  the 
hammer  she  used  in  driving  the  nails,  Mrs. 
Kitner,  second,  a  doll.  Potato  Race,  Bill  Lips- 
mire first;  his  prize,  a  potato  masher.  Weir 
Spires,  runner-up,  won  a  bag  of  marbles.  Ham 
and  cheese  sandwiches,  coffee  and  ice  cream 
were  served  by   Mr.  and   Mrs.   Robert  Wait. 

After  the  refreshments  the  party  ended  and 
we  returned  to  our  homes  after  a  most  enjoy- 
able evening. 


Mr.  T.  A.  Dawson, 

"Lonnie"  to  us,  for 

many  years  foreman 

of  the  BIG  ELI 

Paint   Shop. 


(See  Editorial, 
Page  24) 


♦      ♦      +      +      *♦ 


BIG    ELI    Semi-trailers     Never  let  YOU  down 


// 


Moving  your  rides  on  fast  schedule  cannot  be  done  better  or  ivith  greater  economy  than 
the  dependable  BIG  ELI  xvay.    This  24'foot  Unit  carries  a  complete  No.  5 
Wheel,  yet  there  is  space  and  strength  to  haul  more  equipment. 

CONDENSED  SPECIFICATIONS 

STANDARD  LENGTHS:    20  and  24  feet. 
FRAME:     All   steel,    hot   riveted.     No   wood 

below  floor.    Main  frame  6"  x  2"  channels 

of  Bessemer  Steel.    Floor  angles  2"  x  2"  x- 

}4",  truss  angles  1^4"  x  IH"  x  K"- 
AXLE:     Timken,    tubular    4-inch,    64-inch 

tread. 
BEARINGS:     Standard    Timken    Roller 

Bearings. 

SPRINGS:  3"  x  %",  13  Leaf  Silico  Manganese 
Steel,  Tuthill  make. 

LUBRICATION:    Alemite. 

WHEELS:   Budd,  heavy  duty. 

TIRES:  7.50-20  Balloons  or  32x6  High 
Pressure  Duals. 

BRAKES:  Bendix,  built-in,  24"  x  16".  B-K 
Vacuum  2-line  system  with  hand  operated 
control  on  tractor. 

FIFTH  WHEEL:    BIG  ELI  Ball  and  Socket. 

STANDARD  BODY:  Stake  Rack  67  inches 
high,  boxed  solid  21  inches  from  floor. 

BRAKE  CONTROL:    All  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  prices  include  brake  control  equipment 
installed  on  the  purchaser's  tractor  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory. 

WRITE  FOR  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  AND  PRICES 


The  above  picture  shoivs  the  BIG  ELI 
Trailer  axle  and  brake  assen\bly.  All  parts 
are  the  finest  obtainable,  which  means 
longer  service,  loiver  maintainance  cost  and 
one  hundred  percent  dependability. 


ELI   BRIDGE   COMPANY 

BUILDERS  OF  DEPENDABLE  PRODUCTS 

JACKSONVILLE ILLINOIS 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 

OUR  FRONT  COVER 


T^OES  the  man  whose  picture  appears  on  the 
■^^^  front  cover  of  this  issue  look  natural? 
This  is  the  way  you  would  probably  find  Fred 
Beckmann  should  you  visit  the  Office  Wagon 
of  Beckmann  &  Gerety  Shows.  "Uncle  Fred" 
as  he  is  known  to  hundreds  of  close  friends  has 
been  a  source  of  real  inspiration  during  these 
years  we  have  known  him.  For  a  long  time  he 
has  stood  for  the  highest  ideals  in  amusements. 
His  experience  not  only  covers  the  outdoor 
amusement  field  but  several  indoor  departments 
of  the  business. 

In  a  personal  interview  with  him  a  few  days 
ago  he  sketched  for  us  a  few  of  his  experiences 
in  the  rotation  of  his  useful  life. 

He  told  us  his  first  position  was  on  the 
Advance  Staff  of  the  W.  W.  Cole  Shows.  He 
then  held  a  similar  position  with  the  Forepaugh 
Circus,  and  later  with  the  Buffalo  Bill  Wild 
West. 

Then  he  put  in  a  winter  engagement  as 
Advance  Man  for  Jacob  Litts  Attractions,  a 
stage  show  playing  Opera  Houses.  The  follow- 
ing summer  season  saw  him  with  Barnum  & 
Bailey  Shows  and  then  the  Frank  Robbins 
Circus. 

His  next  endeavor  was  back  with  Stage 
Shows  as  Advance  Man  for  Lew  Dockstader 
Minstrels  and  later  he  was  in  a  managerial 
capacity  with  the  101  Ranch  Wild  West  Shows. 

Then  began  Mr.  Beckmann's  efforts  in  the 
carnival  field  when  he  and  Ed  Heinz  formed  the 
Heinz  &  Beckmann  Shows,  a  flat  car  and  wagon 
outfit.  When  James  T.  Clyde  needed  an 
efficient  manager  on  his  World  At  Home  Shows, 
Fred  Beckmann  was  his  selection.  How  good 
a  choice  this  was  our  readers  know  by  the 
ability  and  experience  of  Uncle  Fred. 

About  this  time  C.  A.  Wortham  was  rapidly 
coming  to  the  front  as  a  leader  among  carnival 
managers  throughout  the  country.  Bill  Rice 
and  C.  A.  Wortham  had  operated  the  Rice  & 
Wortham  Shows  and  in  1917  Fred  Beckmann 
with  Barney  S.  Gerety  who  had  previously 
advanced  to  a  Secretarial  position  with  Mr. 
Wortham  took  out  the  Rice  &  Wortham 
carnival  equipment  in  partnership,  calling  it 
the  C.  A.  Wortham  Shows. 

Then  came  the  sudden  passing  of  Mr. 
Wortham  in  1922  and  one  year  later  Fred 
Beckmann  and  Barney  S.  Gerety  bought  from 


Mrs.  Wortham  the  equipment  that  has  since 
been  known  and  operated  under  their  manage- 
ment as  Beckmann  &  Gerety's  Worlds  Best 
Shows.  Starting  with  this  organization  in  1923 
Beckmann  &  Gerety  Shows  are  celebrating 
their  fifteenth  year  of  existence  as  a  continuous 
and  successful  amusement  organization. 

During  our  recent  visit  we  looked  over  the 
beautiful,  well-balanced  midway,  nicely 
equipped  concessions  and  up  to  date  rides  that 
appear  before  the  amusement  going  public  in 
a  number  of  States  of  our  Country  including 
several  State  Fairs  each  year.  Time  and  space 
here  do  not  permit  listing  of  the  many  attrac- 
tions, but  we  say  that  this  amusement  organiza- 
tion is  among  the  most  up-to-date,  largest,  and 
without  question  one  of  the  best  managed 
carnival  outfits  to  be  found  anywhere. 

Larry  S.  Hogan  has  for  many  years  been 
General  Agent  and  for  eight  years  Mr.  Kent 
Hosmer  has  had  charge  of  publicity  for  the 
B  &  G  organization.  Another  man  who  has 
been  in  an  important  capacity  for  a  long  period 
of  time  is  Mr.  Tony  Ybanez  who  attends  to 
his  important  Secretarial  duties  with  the  help 
of  several  assistants. 

To  the  man  who  is  a  Senior  partner  in  this 
organization  we  desire  to  pay  the  very  high 
tribute  that  is  due  him.  He  has  probably  had 
a  wider  range  of  experience  than  any  other 
manager  in  this  business.  From  the  Advance 
to  the  Management  of  Circuses;  in  Dramatic 
and  Minstrel  Show  fields;  he  knows  the 
Carnival  business  from  the  front  gate  to  the 
back  end  of  the  Midway  and  all  the  locations 
in  between.  And  with  it  all  his  is  a  wonderful 
personality,  a  modest  disposition,  and  a 
staunch  loyalty  to  his  friends.  These  are  a  few 
of  the  sterling  qualities  of  that  man,  whose 
picture  we  are  proud  to  use  on  the  front  cover 
of  this  magazine.  To  hosts  of  people  in  the 
outdoor  amusement  business — Mr.  Fred  Beck- 
mann— and  to  us  he  is  known  by  the  affection- 
ate name  of  "Uncle  Fred." 
+  *  * 
J.  P.  Sullivan,  manager  Wallace  Brothers 
Shows  of  Canada  is  very  anxious  to  book  a 
Tilt-A-Whirl  for  the  1937  season.  Mr.  Sullivan 
will  be  glad  to  talk  terms  with  any  Tilt-A- 
Whirl  Owner.  He  may  be  contacted  as  per 
route. 
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Beckmann  &  Gerety  operate  this  battery  of  three  No    16  BIG  ELI  Wheels  regularly  on 
their  large  midivay.   They  are  among  their  most  profitable  devices. 


Ellmans  Get  Their  Own  BIG  ELI 

After  several  years,  during  which  they  depended 
upon  Booking  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  Charles  and 
Frances  EUman,  of  the  EUman  Amusement 
Company  have  purchased  their  own  BIG  ELI, 
a  No.  5,  equipped  with  Eli  Power  Unit  and 
White  Seats  with  Decalcomania  Transfers. 

On  May  17,  Miss  Elman  wrote  us:  "The 
boys  arrived  here  at  Kenosha  the  evening  of 
the  same  day  they  left  your  factory,  making 
very  good  time.  You  know  we  are  mighty 
proud  of  our  Wheel.  The  people  in  your 
factory  who  finished  the  seats  did  a  mighty 
good  job.  We  have  had  lots  of  visitors  to  the 
show  from  around  Milwaukee  and  they  all 
think  the  Wheel  is  very  beautiful.  John 
Winsted,  the  operator,  is  like  a  kid  with  his 
first  toy,  he's  so  proud  of  it.  Thanks  for  your 
prompt  service  and  the  cooperation  you  have 
shown  us." 

♦     *     * 

Harry  Denny,  old-time  operator,  says  he  has 
been  with  Earl  Reid  attractions  for  three  years. 
They  are  now  located  at  Jacksonville  Beach, 
Florida  and  have  satisfactory  business. 


BIG  ELI  for  International  Exposition 
in  Paris 

Nunzie  &  Company  of  45  Rue  Lafayette,  Paris, 
France  have  purchased  a  No.  12  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  which  will  be  installed  and  operated  at 
the  Paris  International  Exposition.  The  order 
came  to  us  through  Lusse  Bros.,  Ltd.  of  Black- 
pool, England.  The  Wheel  left  our  factory  on 
April  27  for  New  York  and  shipped  on  the 
steamer  "American  Traveler"  May  8. 

♦      *     * 
BIG  ELI   "Sudden"  Service 

Harry  Kinsey,  Owner  of  a  No.  12  Wheel  writes 
that  he  started  from  Nashville,  Tennessee  to 
join  Miller  Brothers  Shows,  had  a  wreck  with 
one  load  of  the  Wheel,  couldn't  get  a  relief 
truck  and  wound  up  booked  with  the  Modern- 
istic Shows. 

He  gives  us  a  compliment  on  our  shipping 
service.  "Received  the  pinion  this  afternoon, 
less  than  24  hours  after  t)rdering  it.  Thanks 
very  much." 

This  is  an  example  of  what  the  boys  in  the 
repair  department  mean  when  they  say  BIG 
ELI  "Sudden"  Service. 
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THE  "BOSS"  OF  THE  CROWLEY  SHOWS 


Georganna  Crowley,  nine  months  old.  She 
weighed  18)4  lbs.  at  the  time  this  picture  was 
taken. 

Georganna  was  born  July  9,  1936  at  Kansas 
City,  Missouri  and  her  weight  at  birth  was 
3  lbs.  3  oz.  She  remained  in  the  Hospital 
incubator  until  late  September  when  at  the 
weight  of  8  lbs.  and  the  age  of  2^2  months,  she 
was  taken  home  by  her  Mother  to  Richmond, 
Missouri.  She  has  gained  steadily  ever  since 
and  we  have  it  on  good  authority  she  is  one 
of  the  best  dispositioned  babies  to  be  found 
anywhere. 

Whispering  in  confidence  to  our  readers, 
before  Georganna  was  born,  her  Dad,  Doc 
Crowley,  told  his  friends  his  heir  would  be  a 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  Operator.  He  later  admitted 
needing  a  Wheel  Ticket  Seller  worse  than  an 
Operator  anyway,  so  Georganna  is  destined 
for  the  Ticket  Selling  position.  She  is  the  joy 
of  her  parents  and  we  wish  her  good  health 
and  happiness  for  many  years  in  the  tuture. 
We  are  glad  to  give  our  readers  this  picture  of 
Georganna  Crowley,  the  rightful  owner  of 
Crowley's  United  Shows,  and  Manager  of  the 
Crowley  family. 


GEORGANNA  CROWLEY 

CHE  is  the  picture  of  health."    That  state- 
^  ment  can  be  truthfully  made  about  little 


Jimmy  Boyd  Joins  Our  Family 

Jimmie  Boyd,  the  efficient  general  agent  of  the 
Great  Sutton  Shows  made  his  entry  into  the 
Riding  Device  business  by  purchasing  a  new 
1937  Model  No.  6  BABY  ELI  Wheel,  which  is 
booked  for  the  season  with  the  Sutton  or- 
ganization. 

Hollis  Gulp  of  the  shows  left  our  factory  with 
the  Wheel  by  truck  on  May  21st  for  Muscatine, 
Iowa.  Mr.  Boyd  was  in  our  factory  a  few  days 
later  and  said:  "We're  mighty  proud  of  the 
Little  Wheel.  Everybody  on  the  show  watched 
the  boys  set  it  up  and  kept  talking  about  how 
well  it  went  together.  It  started  right  out,  the 
first  night,  in  the  BIG  ELI  way  by  turning  in 
a  nice  gross  business." 

*  *  * 
No.  12  BIG  ELI  for  Cleethorpes,  England 
Mr.  Wilkie,  Manager  of  Wonderland  Park  at 
Cleethorpes,  England  on  the  east  coast,  has 
added  to  his  various  attractions  a  No.  12  BIG 
ELI  Wheel.  This  is  a  1937  Model  with  all 
standard  equipment  except  Power.  It  left  our 
factory  March  24  and  was  received  at  London 
for  forwarding  on  April  16. 


No.  16  BIG  ELI  for  Clacton,  England 

Revelers  at  Clacton,  popular  watering  place 
on  the  east  coast  of  England  will  be  entertained 
this  year  by  a  ride  never  seen  there  before. 
The  new  ride  is  a  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel, 
purchased  by  Mr.  Butlin,  extensive  British 
amusement  operator.  In  placing  his  order,  Mr. 
Butlin  preferred  the  No.  16  not  alone  for  its 
ability  to  amuse  his  patrons,  but  because  the 
added  height  is  of  definite  value  to  him  as  an 
advertising  feature. 

*  +     * 

We  might  get  along  pretty  well  if  the 
government  would  let  us  keep  our  tax 
money  and  they  take  the  rest. 

*  *      * 

"Just  finished  the  spring  overhauling,"  writes 
R.  C.  Lee  of  Hendersonville,  N.  Carolina. 
"Everything  is  in  fine  shape  and  I  have  the 
old  No.  5  all  dressed  up  and  ready  to  go.  I 
like  the  new  electrical  equipment  you  have 
added  to  the  1937  Models.  The  ticket-box  is 
very  nifty.  Am  adding  a  r2-car  Rideeo  to  my 
line-up  this  year," 
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From  Old  Mexico 

This  picture  is  one  of  several 
sent  to  us  by  Mr.  Lauero 
Cardenas  who  operates  his 
equipment  in  Old  Mexico.  In 
addition  to  the  No.  12  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  there  is  a  Whip, 
Over-the-Jumps,  Loop-0- 
Plane,  Sellner  Swooper  and 
Chair-0-Plane. 

On  April  16  Mr.  Cardenas 
wrote  as  follows  from  Mexico 
City:  "After  a  long  time  in 
which  we  have  had  no  cor- 
respondence with  you  we 
arrived  in  this  city  after  an 
extensive  tour  through  the 
Republic  and  here  found 
several  copies  of  your  BIG 
ELI  NEWS  which  you  have 
so  kindly  mailed  to  us.  We 
are  deeply  thankful  for  the 
courtesies  you  have  shown  us 
despite  the  fact  we  are  not  the 
direct  purchaser  of  the  No. 
12  operated  with  our  show. 
We  send  these  photographs, 
taken  where  we  operated  our 
equipment,  as  a  testimonial 
to  the  satisfaction  and 
thorough  construction  of  the 
BIG  ELI  Wheel." 

^      Lauero  Cardenas^ 
'^    "Old  Reliable" 


ROSA  L. 

'  I  "HE  passing  of  Mrs.  Browning  at  her  home 
-^  in  Salem,  Oregon  on  Friday,  May  7  came 
as  a  great  loss  to  her  Sons  and  Daughter, 
Brothers  and  Sisters,  and  to  the  outdoor 
Amusement  business.  Expressions  of  sympathy 
were  extended  by  many  friends  from  all  parts 
of  this  country. 

Mrs.  Browning  and  her  husband,  the  late 
Fred  Browning,  located  in  Oregon  in  1881. 
Following  other  business  ventures  in  which 
they  were  successful  they  founded  the  Brown- 
ing Amusement  Company  27  years  ago.  Mr. 
Browning  passed  away  in  1922  and  since  that 
time  Mrs.  Browning  with  her  Sons  W.  F.  and 
A.  B.  continued  to  conduct  the  Browning 
Amusement  Company.  Two  other  Sons,  Fred 
.J.  and  Edward  Browning  conduct  their  own 
Amusement  outfit.  Also  two  Brothers,  Henry 
and  William  Hoffner  operate  amusement 
equipment  in  Illinois. 


BROWNING 

Mrs.  Browning  leaves  four  sons:  Fred  J., 
A.  B.,  William  F.,  and  Edward  Browning,  and 
one  Daughter  Mrs.  Dora  Rupert,  all  of  Salem, 
Oregon,  also  two  Sisters  and  three  Brothers. 

Final  services  were  held  on  Tuesday,  May  1 1 
at  2  o'clock  from  the  Rigdon  Company  Chapel. 
They  were  conducted  by  Rev.  H.  C.  Stover, 
of  the  Knight  Memorial  Church  in  Salem. 

Another  Pioneer  of  the  older  generation  in 
the  outdoor  amusement  business  has  passed  on. 
Mrs.  Browning  did  her  work  well,  she  has 
reared  a  fine  family  to  carry  on  the  name  in 
outdoor  amusements  in  the  Northwest.  She 
will  be  greatly  missed  but  her  family  will 
carry  on  the  tradition  of  the  best  in  outdoor 
amusements  in  Northwest  territory  as  started 
by  Fred  and  Rosa  Browning  27  years  ago. 
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Du'Plex  No.  5  Wheels  ivith  Byers  &  Beach  Shows 


Byers  &  Beach  Shows 

This  picture  shows  the  Du-Plex  Unit  ot  No.  5 
Wheels  with  the  Byers  &  Beach  Shows  set  up 
on  the  ball-park  lot  at  Kirksville,  Missouri 
week  of  May  10.  The  picture  was  taken  by 
representatives  of  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  who 
visited  the  Shows  on  the  14th. 

Carl  Byers  and  Harry  Beach  are  enterprising 
amusement  men  who  have  assembled  a  flashy, 
brilliantly  illuminated  Show,  well  balanced 
from  the  viewpoint  of  diversified  attractions. 
Rides  include  the  Du-Plex  Wheels,  operated 
by  Ted  Taislett  and  Don  Donohue;  Baby 
"Q"  Carouselle;  7-car  Tilt-A-Whirl,  managed 
by  Buster  Fletcher,  and  Chair-0-Plane  owned 
by  Harry  Dreibelbeis.  Mrs.  Mack  Frailey  has 
the  Kiddie  Auto  Ride. 

The  shows  work  behind  a  10c  gate  and  present 
the  Ski-Hi  Girl  aerial  free  act  every  evening. 

All  equipment  is  motorized,  and  includes  two 
new  1937  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers.  (See  News 
from  the  Factory  page.) 

*  +  * 
Wayne  Hale,  up  Iowa  way,  sends  this  comment 
regarding  BIG  ELI  Shipping  service.  "The 
parts  arrived  in  record  time,  and  I  didn't  have 
to  lose  a  minute  getting  the  rides  in  shape  for 
the   opening.     Your   service    is   appreciated." 


New  No.  5  for  Revere  Beach 

Mr.  Thomas  F.  Harding,  of  Revere  Beach, 
Massachusetts,  has  purchased  a  1937  Model 
No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  which  was  shipped  from 
our  factory  on  May  24th.  Mr.  Harding  operates 
in  addition  the  Virginia  Reel,  Skooters  and 
Pretzel  Ride  and  is  also  president  of  the 
Revere  Beach  Amusement  Men's  Association. 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  him  to  the  BIG 
ELI  Family  and  we  know  he  will  find  the  No. 
5  Wheel  a  profitable  investment. 
*     *     * 

We've  been  told  this  happened  at  Mrs. 
Viola  Fairly's  "mitt  camp"  with  the  Fairly- 
Martone  Shows. 

A  fellow  named  MacPherson  emerged  from 
the  tent  looking  very  glum,  and  it  wasn't  the 
fee  that  caused  it. 

"Man  whit's  wrang  wi'  ye?"  exclaimed  a 
friend. 

MacPherson  pointed  to  the  tent  and  said, 
"That  lady  in  there  teeld  me  my  wite's  second 
husband  was  tae  be  very  handsome  and  clever." 

"But,"  said  his  friend,  "ye're  no  needin  tae 
worry  aboot  that." 

"It's  no  tha',"  replied  MacPherson.  "But 
tae  think  Jeane  was  merrit  afore  an'  never 
telt  me!" 
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Mrs.  Bussiere  Buys  New  No.  5 

The  Bushay  Amusement  Company,  well  known 
in  Boston  and  New  England  territory  have  a 
brand  new  Standard  Model  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheel,  purchased  by   Mrs.   Isabelle  Bussiere. 

The  Wheel  arrived  at  Lowell,  Massachusetts 
on  the  morning  of  May  17.  "The  Wheel  went 
together  easily,"  Mrs.  Bussiere  wrote  several 
days  ago.  "It  looks  very  nice,  and  we  are 
looking  for  a  good  season  with  it." 

To  this  new  member  of  the  great  family  of 
BIG  ELI  Owners  we  extend  best  wishes  for 
many  years  of  profitable  operation  of  the  No. 
5  Wheel. 


BABY  ELI   Wheel  for  Geauga  Lake  Park 

A  NEW  RIDE  to  give  clean  and  wholesome 
■^^  entertainment  to  the  smaller  patrons  of 
Geauga  Lake  Park  at  Geauga  Lake,  Ohio  is  a 
1937  Model  BABY  ELI  Wheel  purchased  and 
installed  by  W.  J.  Kuhlman,  Manager  ofPark. 
The  little  ride  left  our  factory  May  28  by 
motor  transport  and  includes  all  1937  Model 
equipment  with  Electric  Motor. 

*  *  * 
Operator's  Lapel  Buttons  have  recently  been 
issued  to  Fred  Jackson  of  the  M.  J.  Doolan 
Attractions,  Chicago;  Bill  Hall,  of  the  Happy- 
Day  Rides,  Denver;  and  Percy  W.  LaBelle,  of 
Gray's  Greater  Canadian  Shows. 


BOOKING   LISTS 


'  I  'HE  Managers  of  the  Amusement  Parks  and  Carnival  Organizations  listed  immediately  below 
have  indicated  their  interest  in  booking  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  for  the  1937  operating  season. 
Wheel  Owners  who  have  equipment  available  for  booking  are  requested  to  write  us  for  additional 
information  regarding  any  of  the  companies  here  listed. 

This  Service  carries  no  charge.   It  is  rendered  in  a  spirit  of  cooperation  to  our  customers  who 
own  BIG  ELI  Wheels  and  to  the  Managers  of  these  Amusement  Organizations. 


1.  Cedar  Point-on-Lake  Erie  (Ohio) 

2.  Luna  Park  (Coney  Island) 

3.  Ocean  Park  Pier  (Cal.) 

4.  Clementon  Lake  Park  (N.  J.) 

5.  Idora  Park  (Ohio) 

6.  Rocky  Spring  Park  (Penna.) 

7.  Dominion  Park  (Quebec) 

8.  Sylvan  Park  (Michigan) 

9.  Revolution  Park  (S.  Car.) 

10.  Lakewood  Park  (Kansas) 

11.  West  Lake  Park  (Michigan) 

12.  Rube's  Pleasure  Park  (Ky.) 

13.  Dreamland  Amusement  Park  (N. 

14.  Park  Bellingham  (Wash.) 


J.) 


15.  Lake  Cisco  Park  (Texas) 

16.  Avon  Park  (Illinois) 

17.  Lakeside  Amusement  Park  (Iowa) 

18.  Corey  Greater  Shows  (Penna.) 

19.  Geo.  W.  Davis  Shows  (Illinois) 

20.  MidWest  Shows  (Indiana) 

21.  "Sunrise  Trails  Shows"  (New  York) 

22.  "Ace  Amusements"  (New  England) 

23.  Casino  Park,  Inc.  (Texas) 

24.  Silver  Beach  (Mich.) 

25.  Geauga  Lake  Park  (Ohio) 

26.  Hi-Land  Amusement  Park  Co.  (Iowa) 

27.  Kaus  United  Shows 

28.  Atlantic  Beach  Park 


The  following  Amusement  Park  and  Carnival  Organizations  have  indicated  their  interest  in 
booking  a  Tilt-A-Whirl  for  1937.  Ride  Men  who  have  Tilt-A-Whirl  equipment  available  for 
location  please  write  for  additional  information  on  these  organizations. 


1.  Cedar  Point-on-Lake  Erie  (Ohio) 

2.  Dominion  Park  (Quebec) 

3.  Clementon  Lake  Park  (N.  .J.) 

4.  Rocky  Springs  Park  (Penna.) 

5.  Beautiful  Belmont  Park  (Quebec) 

6.  Revolution  Park  (S.  Car.) 

7.  Lakewood  Park  (Kansas) 

8.  West  Lake  Park  (Michigan) 

9.  Rube's  Pleasure  Park  (Ky.) 

10.  Dreamland  Park  (N.  J.) 

11.  Park  Bellingham  (Wash.) 

12.  Lake  Cisco  Park  (Texas) 

13.  Avon  Park  (111.) 

14.  Lakeside  Amusement  Park  (Iowa) 


15.  Rolling  Green  Park  (Penna.) 

16.  Midwest  Shows  (Indiana) 

17.  "Sunrise  Trail  Shows"  (New  York) 

18.  "Ace  Amusements"  (New  England) 

19.  Corey  Greater  Shows  (Penna.) 

20.  B  &  V  Enterprises  (New  York) 

21.  Dyer  Greater  Shows  (Central  West) 

22.  J.  J.  Colley's  Shows  (Oklahoma) 

23.  Miller  Brothers'  Shows  (Central  West) 

24.  Silver  Beach  (Michigan) 

25.  Casino  Park,  Inc.  (Texas) 

26.  Wallace  Brothers'  Shows  (Canada) 

27.  Atlantic  Beach  Park 
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EDITORIAL 

"P\URING  our  recent  brief  visit  with  Uncle 
■^■'^  Fred  Beckmann  we  were  interested  in 
his  comments  and  decisions  regarding  certain 
current  topics  of  the  present  day. 

He  spoke  quite  in  detail  regarding  general 
conditions  of  our  Country,  the  tax  situation, 
problems  of  the  Supreme  Court,  etc. 

Mr.  Beckmann  reads  quite  widely  and  keeps 
up-to-date  on  the  general  business  trend  as 
well  as  knowing  what's  going  on  in  this  amuse- 
ment business. 

We  asked  him  if  the  type  of  amusements 
wanted  by  the  amusement  going  public  is 
different  today  than  they  were  in  the  earlier 
years  of  his  experience.  He  said,  "No,  their 
desires  are  about  the  same  year  after  year 
wherever  I  go."  Then  he  added  this  very 
significant  statement:  "The  nice  thing  about 
the  outdoor  amusement  business,  so  far  as  we 
managers  are  concerned  is  that  it  is  a  cash 
business."  This  meaning,  as  we  understood  it, 
was  that  people  who  patronize  amusements  do 
not  ask  for  credit,  if  they  have  money  they 
spend  it  and  at  the  end  of  every  day  and  week 
the  income  is  all  in  cash. 

My  thought  was:  here  is  a  man  with  a  back- 
ground of  long  experience  m  outdoor  amuse- 
ments, who  has  constantly  kept  abreast  of  the 
times  and  year  after  year  has  given  his  patrons 
the  kind  of  amusements  they  want,  and  has 


enjoyed  the  experience. 

I  thought  of  what  the  late  W.  E.  Sullivan 
said  many,  many  times:  The  ability  to  make 
people  happy,  to  produce  smiles  and 
laughter  is  one  of  the  greatest  businesses 
in  the  world. 

The  outdoor  amusement  business  is  just  that. 
Your  patrons  relax,  they  enjoy  themselves  and 
when  they  feel  they  have  had  value  received 
for  their  money  they  will  return  to  you  season 
after  season  for  this  same  type  of  amusement. 

This  Amusement  business  should  and  will 
go  on  and  on  in  the  future  as  it  has  in  the  past. 
Such  men  as  Uncle  Fred  Beckmann  give  it  a 
solid  foundation  and  a  good  reputation  that 
makes  the  people  in  the  cities  and  towns  glad 
to  see  you  coming  their  way  year  after  year. 
*  *  * 
WHAT  WOULD  YOU  DO? 
A  CUSTOMER  recently  found  fault  with 
'^*-  us  because  we  held  up  his  order  for  paint 
and  parts  supplies  pending  settlement  of  an 
old  account  more  than  6  years  outstanding. 
This  customer  asked  for  short  time  credit  on  a 
limited  order  of  parts  in  April,  1931.  Because 
his  credit  standing  at  that  time  was  A-1  we 
extended  him  the  favor  requested  then  he 
apparently  forgot  his  obligation.  At  several 
times  since  we  have  written  him  but  received 
no  answer.  This  spring  he  gave  us  two  orders 
for  supplies.  The  first  we  shipped  promptly 
and  again  requested  payment  of  the  old  bill 
AT  ONCE — no  answer.  Then  the  second 
order  came  and  we  asked  for  settlement  of  the 
past  due  bill  before  making  shipment.  Were 
we  justified? 

If  you  were  a  manufacturer  and  a  customer 
continued  ordering  material  and  ignoring  an 
old  obligation  would  you  call  a  halt  on  new 
shipments  until  the  past  due  account  is  paid? 

It  is  our  desire  to  be  fair  and  just  with  our 
customers.  We  also  must  be  fair  to  ourselves 
in  all  business  transactions.  A  broadminded 
attitude  on  your  part  should  not  blame  us  for 

making  a  decision  of  this  kind. 

*       *       * 

Central  Illinois  is  the  Carnival  "Trail  to  the 
Northland"  each  spring.  Every  town  of  any 
size  has  been  played,  and  the  larger  centers 
have  had  three  and  four  shows.  General 
agents  get  into  a  quandary  to  find  a  community 
where  they  can  be  "first  in"  and  other  managers 
make  a  long  jump  to  distant  territory  to  avoid 
the  congestion.  Yet  there  are  some  good 
carnival  towns  in  the  state  unable  to  get  a  show 
at  the  time  they  want  it. 
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RIDE  MEN!     DON'T  MISS  IT! 

THE   TWENTY-FIFTH    ANNUAL    BIG    ELI 
FOURTH   OF   JULY   CONTEST 


THREE  CONTESTS,  BETTER  THAN   EVER!    NEW  PRIZES! 

EVERY  RIDE  HAS  THREE  CHANCES  AT  TOP  MONEY! 

Come  on,  boys,  let's  put  our  TWENTY-FIFTH  Contest  over  with  a  BANG!  The  Fourth  comes 
on  Sunday  this  year,  so  we'll  accept  your  report  for  any  ONE  of  the  three  days — July  3,  July  4, 
or  July  5.   Canadian  Ride-Men  report  receipts  for  Dominion  Day  Celebrations  held  July  1. 

To  make  our  TWENTY-FIFTH  Annual  Contest  different  we  are  giving  high-class  mer- 
chandise prizes,  every  one  of  them  worth  more  than  the  cash  prizes  given  in  previous  Contests. 
The  winner  of  one  of  these  prizes  will  be  proud  of  it  for  years  to  come  because  they  are  practical, 
convenient,  high  quality  items. 

HERE  ARE  THE  PRIZES  TO  BE  GIVEN  IN  EACH  OF 
THREE  CONTESTS  EXPLAINED  BELOW 

1st  Prize Aviator's  Leather  Travel  Kit 

2nd  Prize Combination  Kit  and  Brush  Set 

3rd  Prize Art  Leather  Zipper  Key  Case 

4th  Prize  i 

5th  Prize  r Automatic  Pocket  Knife  in 

6th  Prize)  Leather  Carrying  Case 

COMPLETE  DETAILS  OF  EACH  CONTEST 

CONTEST  NUMBER  ONE:   For  BIG  ELI  CONTEST    NUMBER    TWO:     For    Rides 

Wheels.     To    the    owners    reporting    largest  other  than  BIG  FAA  Wheels.    To  the  owners 

receipts  on  July  3,  4  or  5  (or  if  in  Canada,  on  reporting  largest  receipts  on  July  3,  4  or  5 

July  1),  prizes  will  be  given  as  listed  above.  (or  if  in  Canada,  on  July  1),  prizes  will  be 

given  as  listed  above. 

CONTEST  NUMBER  THREE:  For  Du-Plex  BIG 
ELI  Wheels.  To  the  owners  ot  Du-Plex  Wheels  Report- 
ing largest  receipts  on  July  3,  4  or  5  (or  if  in  Canada,  on 
July  1),  prizes  will  be  given  as  listed  above. 

All  entry  cards  MUST  BE  POSTMARKED  NOT  LATER  than  Midnight,  Friday,  July  2, 
(or  in  Canada,  not  later  than  Midnight,  Wednesday,  June  30). 

-<-•••->► 

We're  depending  on  you  to  put  this  Contest  over  with  a 
Bang!  You've  never  let  us  down!  Come  on,  boys,  it's 
up  to  you!     Mail  that  Entry  Card  NOW! 
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BIG  ELI  TALKS 

The  Old  Reliable  No.  12  BIG   ELI  Wheel 


O.  H.  Allin,  Manager  of  American  United  Shows  operates  this  Du-Plex  Unit  of  No.  12 
BIG  ELI  Wheels,  one  of  his  most  profitable  ride  attractions 


"D  IDE  MEN  frequently  ask  us  how  many 
^  BIG  ELI  Wheels  have  been  manufactured 
and  sold  during  the  years  of  our  business  ex- 
perience. Not  many  days  ago  Serial  Numbers 
of  adult  size  BIG  ELI  Wheels  passed  the  600 
mark.  We  mention  "adult  size  Wheels"  because 
they  are  serially  numbered  separate  from  BABY 
Wheels.  So  the  more  than  600  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  which  have  been  built  and  sold  are  all 
of  standard  sizes  for  grown  up  passengers. 

Another  question  frequently  asked  us  is 
which  size  is  the  greatest  seller  among  all  BIG 
ELI  Wheels.  The  answer  to  this  is  easy,  as  we 
build  and  sell  more  No.  5  Wheels  than  any  other 
of  the  standard  sizes.  Because  there  are  more 
portable  Wheels  than  Park  rides  of  this  style 
the  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  is  naturally  a  leader. 
However,  the  No.  12  Wheel,  year  by  year, 
shows  a  good  record  and  that  is  true  so  far  in 
1937.  Up  to  the  date  of  writing  this  article 
seven  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheels  have  been  sold 


although  two  of  these  are  yet  to  be  shipped; 
one  to  a  buyer  in  Seattle,  Washington,  the 
other  to  a  recent  purchaser  in  Muskegon,  Mich. 

Both  the  No.  5  and  No.  12  Wheels  have  the 
same  carrying  capacity  per  trip  as  each  carry 
12  seats,  and  the  size  of  individual  seats  on 
both  Wheels  are  exactly  the  same.  The  actual 
difference  between  these  two  Wheels  is  in 
height  and  weight.  Number  12  BIG  ELI 
measures  45  feet  3  inches  high,  and  with 
complete  equipment  weighs  13,407  lbs.  Number 
5  is  40  feet  3  inches  high  and  weighs  12,501  lbs. 
Thus,  Number  12  has  the  advantage  of  majesty 
in  size  and  extra  flash.  Ask  Royal  American 
Shows,  Mr.  E.  C.  Velare,  business  manager. 
He  is  a  great  advocate  of  No.  12  BIG  ELI 
Wheels. 

Many  buyers  of  No.  12  Wheels  desire  to 
use  these  rides  permanently  in  one  location 
part  of  the  season  and  then  for  portable  opera- 
tion at  the  celebrations  and  fairs.   For  this  use 


lune 


Bis  Eli  News 


43 


we  recommend  No.  12  over  any  other  standard 
size  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  As  many  of  our  readers 
know  the  Number  12  BIG  ELI  was  the 
original  size  designed  and  built  by  the  late 
W.  E.  Sullivan.  Old  No.  1  Wheel  is  now 
owned  by  a  Detroit,  Michigan  customer,  who 
has  used  it  during  the  past  several  years  in  the 
Detroit  area. 

No.  12  BIG  ELI  has  long  been  a  favorite 
size  Wheel  for  purchase  by  foreign  buyers. 
We  mean  by  this,  of  Wheels  shipped  for  export 
the  large  majority  have  been  of  the  No.  12 
size.  Since  January  1,  1937  we  have  shipped 
three  of  these  Wheels  to  England  and  one  to 
Expositione  Internationale,  Paris,   France. 

It  is  quite  interesting  to  note  that  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  Serial  Number  600  went  to  Paris  and  is 
the  first  BIG  ELI  Wheel  to  be  shipped  by  us 
direct  to  the  Mainland  of  the  European 
Continent.  We  predict  the  No.  12  will  be  a 
money-getter  in  France  as  it  has  been  in  other 
countries  throughout  the  civilized  world. 

Some  of  our  readers  may  think  that  600 
BIG  ELI  Wheels  is  a  large  number  to  be  operat- 
ing regularly.    Of  course  some  Wheels  are  out 


of  existence,  being  lost  by  fire,  in  transportation 
wrecks,  or  similar  disasters.  But  plea.se  remem- 
ber that  of  these,  more  than  600  Wheels  now 
shipped,  many  of  them  are  in  other  countries 
besides  Continental  North  America.  Several 
are  in  South  America;  some  Wheels  are  in 
South  Africa;  in  the  great  Countries  of  India 
Australia,  Philippine  Islands,  and  as  already 
stated  several  are  in  England  and  one  is  in 
France. 

There  is  still  a  wide  market  for  safe,  properly 
constructed  money-getting  riding  devices  at 
amusement   locations   throughout   the   World. 

The  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel  fills  that  require- 
ment and  will  answer  as  the  popular  attraction 
at  your  park  location  or  on  your  midway.  Let 
us  tell  you  more  about  this  money-getting 
BIG  ELI  that  has  continued  as  a  leader  among 
riding  devices  since  1900,  and  is  still  going 
strong. 

Yours  for  profitable  investments  in  Riding 
Devices. 

Ben  O.  Roodhouse, 

Sales  Mannger. 


WHY  LOSE  MONEY 

Because  your  drive-cable  breaks?  If  your  old  cable  shows  age, 
buy  a  new  one  and  have  it  ready  for  the  day  you  will  need  it. 
This  is  economical  profit  insurance. 

Following  prices  F.  O.  B.  Jacksonville) 

No.  16  BIG  ELI  Drive-Cable $28.95 

No.  12  BIG  ELI  Drive-Cable 25.75 

No.  5  and  No.  10  Drive-Cable 24.30 

No.  6  BABY  ELI  Drive  Cable 13.60 

SHIPPING  SERVICE 
We  make  a  special  effort  to  ship  all  drive-cables  the  same  day 
your  order  is  received.  Customers  who  require  rush  shipments 
are  requested  to  cooperate  by  placing  their  telegrams  or  long- 
distance phone  calls  so  they  will  arrive  in  our  office  during 
business  hours. 
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THE    ELI    POWER    UNIT 


Two  1937  ELI  POWER  Units  purchased  by  R.  A.  Jolly,  Manager  Seccaium  Park, 
Bucyrus,  Ohio.    These  will  be  used  on  ttvo  No.  5  Wheels. 


'  I  'HERE  is  an  old  saying  among  riding  device 
-'^  owners  about  like  this:  "RIDES  MAY 
COME  AND  RIDES  MAY  GO,  BUT  THE 
OLD  RELIABLES  GO  ON  FOREVER." 
We  would  like  to  change  that  statement 
slightly  by  saying  it  this  way:  "SEASONS 
MAY  COME  AND  SEASONS  MAY  GO 
WHILE  THE  ELI  POWER  UNIT  GOES 
ON  AND  ON." 

We  recently  had  a  letter  from  our  friend  Hal 
Graham  of  the  Hal  Graham  Shows  who  owns 
Serial  Number  2  ELI  POWER  UNIT,  a  1922 
Model.  Hal  opened  his  season  on  May  29  and 
this  is  the  sixteenth  year  for  his  ELI  engine. 

Mr.  M.  W.  Sellner,  of  Sellner  Manufacturing 
Company  wrote  of  his  recent  visit  to  the 
Richard  Raney  Amusement  Company,  who 
have  a  new  Tilt- A- Whirl  with  a  1937  Model 
ELI  POWER  Unit.  He  also  saw  an  old  type 
Unit  that  has  operated  Mr.  Raney's  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  for  many  years.  Mr.  Sellner  made  the 
statement  in  a  letter  to  us  that  the  old  engine 
seems  to  be  operating  just  as  regularly  and 
efficiently  as  the  brand  new  model  which  is 
only  a  few  weeks  old. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  article,  ELI 
POWER  Unit,  Serial  Number  486  has  been 


shipped  from  our  Factory  and,  no  doubt,  by 
the  time  ot  1937  season's  ending  we  will  have 
shipped  500  ELI  POWER  Units  for  various 
riding  devices,  including  regular  equipment 
on  BIG  ELI  Wheels  and  Tilt-A-Whirls:  many 
of  these  engines  operating  Whips,  Chairplanes, 
Merry-Go-Rounds,  and  the  most  recently 
designed  device,  "The  Octopus." 

The  first  installation  of  an  ELI  POWER 
Unit  for  the  Octopus  was  on  Sol's  Liberty 
Shows,  Mr.  Sam  Solomon,  Manager.  We 
developed  the  little  low  three  wheel  truck 
and  a  V-belt  drive  with  a  straight  power  take- 
off for  this  use.  Since  that  time  others  have 
ordered  these  engines  and  report  the  equipment 
giving  satisfactory  service.  Notice  the  little 
truck  and  the  V-belt  pully  shown  in  the  picture, 
a  very  handy  outfit  for  portable  transportation 
with  plenty  of  power  for  "The  Octopus." 

Seccaium  Park,  Inc.,  of  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  owns 
two  BIG  ELI  Wheels.  The  newest  model  was 
bought  last  December  and  Mr.  R.  A.  Jolly, 
Manager  bought  his  Wheels  without  power. 
With  this  article  we  show  you  a  picture  of  two 
ELI  POWER  Units  crated  to  leave  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory.  These  were  recently  ordered  by 
Mr.  Jolly.   Thus  the  two  BIG  ELI  Wheels  will 
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be  operated  by  1937  Model  ELI  POWER 
Units  to  insure  them  reliable  power  for  many 
years  to  come. 

We  feel  justifiably  proud  of  the  record  made 
by  the  ELI  Unit  as  a  long  life,  efficient  and 
economical  power  outfit.  Many  riding  device 
owners  standardize  with  ELI  Power.  We 
have  yet  to  hear  of  an  owner  who  could 
truthfully  say  his  ELI  POWER  Unit  did  not 
give  him  satisfactory  service. 

What  is  your  power  problem?  Do  you  wish 
to  install  an  efficient  four  cylinder  gasoline 
engine  on  your  Merry-Go-Round,  BIG  ELI 
Wheel,  Chairplane,  Whip,  Tilt-A-Whirl,  or 
Octopus?  Write  us,  let  us  tell  you  about  this 
high  quality  engine  that  will  give  you  many 
long  years  of  real  power  satisfaction. 


ELI   POWER   Vnit   ivith   "V"    Belt   Drive   for 
operating  the  "Octopus"  Ride. 


IT  ALWAYS  COMES  BACK 

The  money  you  spend  for  Paint  to  keep  the  BIG  ELI  neat  and 
attractive  returns  many  fold  in  the  form  of  bigger  business  and 
greater  confidence  from  the  public.  Use  genuine  BIG  ELI 
Quality  Paints  for  a  long-life,  attractive  finish. 

(Following  prices  F.  O.  B.  Jacksonville) 

ELI  Aluminum  Enamel,  gallon $3.65 

Orange- Yellow  Color  Varnish,  gallon 3.25 

Gray  Primer  for  Steel,  gallon 4.00 

Varnish  (Clear)  in  half-gallon  cans 3.00 

Green  or  Red  Color  and  Varnish,  quart 2.00 

Gloss  White  Enamel,  quart 2.00 

Undercoat  for  White  Enamel,  quart 1.30 

Gray  Power  Unit  Enamel,  quart 90 

Gold  Transfer  Numbers  (for  seats): 

For  No.  16  Wheel,  per  set 4.60 

For  No.  5  and  No.  12  Wheels,  per  set 3.60 

For  No.  10  Wheel,  per  set 2.65 
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THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 


WHEEL  OPERATORS  IN  DEMAND 

"P  EQUESTS  from  Wheel  Owners  to  help 
•^^  them  secure  a  capable  operator  have  been 
greater  than  usual  this  season.  Referring  an 
operator  to  these  men  is  a  difficult  problem 
for  the  reason  that  the  best  and  most  capable 
men  are  permanently  placed  and  are  not  dis- 
posed to  make  a  change. 

Sometimes  we  have  letters  from  operators 
asking  that  we  help  them  secure  a  place  on  a 
Wheel.  We  do  not  recommend  these  men 
unless  we  know  them  personally  and  feel  that 
their  reasons  for  making  a  change  are  justified. 

Advancing  money  to  an  unknown  operator 
to  "join"  is  poor  business  policy,  as  evidenced 
by  the  following  statement  taken  from  a  late 
letter:  "I've  been  having  trouble  getting  a  good 

operator.     I    sent    Mr ,    of    the 

Shows    some    money    to    join. 

He  kept  it,  didn't  show  up.  I  don't  seem  to  be 
able  to  get  the  money  back,  so  I  quit  $19.00 
loser  last  week." 

We  know  several  Wheel  Owners  who  stop 
this  sort  of  crookedness  by  never  sending 
money  to  a  stranger.  It  he  wants  an  operator 
to  join,  he  wires  enough  money  to  the  railway 
ticket  agent  to  pay  tor  a  ticket.  If  the  operator 
does  not  call  for  it  the  wheel  man  is  out  only 
the  amount  of  his  telegrams. 

A  good  many  Wheel  Owners  have  found 
this  would  have  been  a  wise  course  to  follow 
a  long  time  ago. 

*     *     * 

CLUTCH  STAND-JACK  PIN 

Several  times  this  sea- 
son  after  we  had 
shipped  a  new  Wheel, 
the  operator  would 
write  and  ask  why  we 
left  out  the  special  pin 
for  holding  the  No.  46 
Clutch  Stand-Jack 
onto  the  No.  48  sheave- 
axle.  The  answer  is: 
there  is  no  special  pin 
for  this  location. 

A  standard  frame- 
pin  is  used.  It  fastens 
the  stand-jack  to  the 
sheave-axle  securely 
and  sticks  down  onto 
the  axle  just  the  right 
distance  to  be  pried 
out  with  a  short 
crow-bar. 


Operators  get  the  idea  that  a  special  pin  is 
required  because  the  sheave -axle  holes  go  all 
the  way  through  at  both  ends.  They  are  made 
this  way  so  that  the  axle  can  be  turned,  and 
either  end  used  for  mounting  the  drive  sheave 
or  the  clutch  stand-jack. 

*     *     * 
HUB   LOCK-PIN 


Use  a  Standard  Frame-Pin 

to  lock  the  slaud-juck 

to  the  sheave  axle. 


Neil'  hub  lock-pin  used  on  1937  Model 
BIG  ELI  Wheels. 

This  picture  shows  an  improvement  made  on 
1937  model  Wheels,  which  prevents  any  turn- 
ing of  the  hubs  on  the  main  axle.  W^e  have 
known  some  operators  to  lock  the  main  axle 
tight,  letting  the  hub  turn  on  it,  instead  of  the 
axle  turning  on  the  babbitted  bearing  in  the 
top  tower  box. 

This  little  addition  prevents  this.  As  pictured, 
a  lock  pin  sets  against  the  hub  stop-collar  on 
the  main  axle,  and  the  hub  has  a  knotch  which 
fits  over  the  lock-pin  when  it  is  pushed  up 
against  the  stop-collar.  The  recess  is  located 
directly  oposite  the  hub  set -screw. 

Both  hubs  are  fitted  with  recesses  but  only 
one  end  of  the  axle  is  fitted  with  a  lock-pin. 
In  setting  up  the  Wheel  this  end  of  the  axle 
is  placed  on  the  clutch  side,  in  order  that  the 
stresses  of  turning  the  Wheel  are  not  absorbed 
by  the  hub  set -screws,  both  of  which  should 
be  tightened  in  the  customary  manner. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 


Snapped  outside  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  before  leaving  with  tivo  new  trailers 

for  Byers  &  Beach  Shows.    Left  to  right:  Ben  O.  Roodhoiise,  Sales  Manager; 

Ted  Taislett,  BIG  ELI  Operator;  Carl  Byers,  of  Byers  &  Beach  Shoxvs;  Lee  A. 

Sidlivan,  President,  Eli  Bridge  Company. 


r^ARL  BYERS,  of  Byers  &  Beach  Shows, 
^  and  Ted  Taislett,  BIG  ELI  Operator 
arrived  at  our  factory  late  on  the  evening  of 
April  5th  with  two  Chevrolet  tractors.  On 
the  6th  two  new  24-foot  BIG  ELI  Trailers 
were  coupled  and  that  afternoon  Mr.  Byers 
and  Mr.  Taislett  left  for  the  show's  winter 
quarters  at  Kennett,  Missouri.  Tractors  and 
trailers  are  painted  vermillion. 

The  Shows  opened  the  1937  season  at  Kennett 
on  April  10,  and  have  been  experiencing  good 
business  for  the  weather  encountered. 

In  a  late  letter  Mr.  Byers  advises:  "We  are 
more  than  well  pleased  with  our  new  BIG 
ELI  Trailers." 

*  *  * 
An  employees  "stag"  party  was  held  in  the 
BIG  ELI  main  office  April  7th,  with  40  present. 
The  evening  was  spent  playing  pinochle  and 
and  monopoly  and  light  lunch  of  baked  ham 
sandwiches,  coffee,  doughnuts  and  ice  cream 
was  served.  Mrs.  Lee  A.  Sullivan  baked  the 
ham  for  the  occasion  and  we  all  agree  that  her 
technique  of  putting  on  the  final  tasty  touch 
has  never  been  excelled. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Vomberg  and  infant 
daughter,  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  visited 
with  us  on  April  9  and  made  arrangements  for 
purchasing  a  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel  which 
was  shipped  to  them  on  May  5th. 

*  *     * 

Fred  R.  Stumbo,  of  the  Stumbo  Shows,  Avilla, 
Missouri,  was  a  recent  caller  at  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory. 

*  *      * 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Hughey,  of  the  Hughey 
Shows,  were  with  us  on  April  22,  coming  over 
from  a  nearby  town  where  the  Shows  were 
located.  On  the  same  day  came  Charley 
Farquharson,  of  Chicago,  another  old  time 
BIG  ELI  Owner. 

+     +     + 
Gives  BIG  ELI  Credit  for  "Moving 
the  Show" 
J.  W.  Byers,  Manager  of  Byers  Greater  Shows, 
advised  on  May  15:  "We're  still  moving  but 
the  weather  is  rainy  and  cold.  Of  my  four  rides 
the  No.  5  Wheel  is  the  only  one  paying  me  a 
profit    through    all    the    bad    weather.     This 
certainly  has  been  a  big  help  to  me." 


FROM    MAINE   TO   CALIFORNIA 

BIG   ELI   Semi -Trailers  move  the  Rides  and 
set  them  there  "On  Time". 


Tu'o  special  built  BIG  ELI  Trailers  for  M.  J.  Doolan  leaving  the  Tilt'A-Whirl 
Factory  at  Faribault,  Minnesota  ivith  another  Tilt'A'Whirl. 

MAKING  NEW  FRIENDS  AND  KEEPING  THE  OLD 

A  partial  list  of  Amusement  Men  who  have  added  1937  BIG  ELI  Trailer 
equipment  is  given  below: 

DEE  LANG  SHOWS— 7  Units  (Now  have  21  BIG  ELI  Units). 
SOL'S  LIBERTY  SHOWS— 1  Unit  (Now  operate  17  BIG  ELI  Units). 
RUSSELL  BROTHERS  CIRCUS— 1  Unit  (Now  operate  17  BIG  ELI  Units) 

A.  J.  PEARSON  SHOWS— 1  Unit  (Now  operate  4  BIG  ELI  Units). 
M.  J.  DOOLAN,  Cliicago— 2  Units  (Now  operates  4  BIG  ELI  Units). 
W.  T.   McNALLY,  Boston— 1  Unit  (Now  operates  3  BIG  ELI  Units). 
PATSY  POTENZA,  Chicago— 1  Unit  (Now  operates  2  BIG  ELI  Units). 

NEW  CUSTOMERS  THIS  SEASON: 

BYERS  &  BEACH  SHOWS,  Missouri— 2  24-Foot  Units 

B.  W.  HOTTLE,  Illinois— 1  24-Foot  Unit. 

NEAL  CREAMER,  Massachusetts— 1  24-foot  Unit. 
LENA  F.  FAUST,  Florida— 1  20-Foot  Unit. 


BIG  ELI  TRAILERS  "NEVER  LET  YOU  DOWN  " 
WRITE  FOR  INFORMATION 

ELI    BRIDGE    COMPANY 

^b^OUILDERS  OF  DEPENDABLE  PRODUCTS 

JACKSONVILLE ILLINOIS 


csonville,  Illinois 


July- August,  1937 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 


Charles  E  MiHer,  of  Chicago,  tvith  a  late  addition  to  his  rolling  stock 


Our  good  friend  and  customer,  Charles  E. 
Millei,  of  Chicago,  on  June  4  wrote:  "We  are 
sending  you  this  photograph  of  the  latest 
edition  to  our  rolling  stock.  The  trailer  is  26 
feet  11  inches  long  and  was  built  by  our  black- 
smith on  a  Freuhauf  chassis.  The  tractor  is  a 
GMC.  The  trailer  carries  every  piece  of  our 
large  3-abreast  Merry-Go-Round.  It  is  painted, 
as  you  can  see,  in  three  colors.  The  top  half  is 
red;  the  lower  half  yellow  and  the  stripe 
between  them  aluminum,  with  tractor  finished 
the  same.  This  unit  certainly  makes  a  very 
beautiful  picture  rolling  along  the  highway. 

We  congratulate  Mr.  Miller  on  the  attractive- 
ness of  this  semi-trailer  unit.  Its  design  shows 
close  observance  of  the  modern  trend,  and  is 
in  keeping  with  the  best  traditions  of  the  Out- 
door Amusement  Business.  It  creates  attention 
and  stimulates  interest  in  Mr.  Miller's  Amuse- 
ment equipment. 


Tucker  Proud  of  His  Tilt-A-Whirl 

A  few  days  before  July  4th,  Manager  W.  M. 
Tucker  of  the  Al.  G.  Hodge  Shows,  Inc.  added 
a  1937  Model  7-Car  Tilt-A-Whirl.  In  a  recent 
letter  he  gives  his  opinion  of  this  addition  to 
his  attractions. 


"The  new  'Tilt'  has  been  erected  and  we  are 
very  well  pleased.  It  reached  us  in  good  condi- 
tion and  everything  was  in  first-class  order 
when  taken  from  the  car.  Every  part  fits 
exactly  and  the  whole  ride  makes  a  very 
attractive  sight.  The  cars  are  so  finely  painted 
and  upholstered  that  they  command  the 
attention  of  everyone  who  sees  them.  We 
handle  the  complete  machine  easily  on  two 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  and  we  believe  it  will 
be  a  long  time  before  a  flashier  and  better 
paying  ride  is  built." 


Stumbo  Shows  Get  New  No.  5 

"How  come?"  writes  Fred  R.  Stumbo,  of 
Avilla,  Missouri.  "I  didn't  see  in  the  BIG  ELI 
NEWS  where  we  purchased  a  new  BIG  ELI 
Wheel?" 

Right  now  we  offer  our  apology  to  Mr. 
Stumbo,  Manager  of  the  Fred  R.  Stumbo 
Shows.  The  main  reason  is:  we  were  so  all- 
fired  busy  about  the  time  bis  No.  5  Wheel  left 
the  factory  that  we  failed  to  make  a  note  of 
it  for  the  NEWS. 

At  any  rate  this  will  put  it  right.  Mr. 
Stumbo  says:  "We  certainly  are  well  pleased 
with  our  BIG  ELI  No.  5.  It  has  been  a  real 
drawing  card  for  our  show." 
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OUR  FRONT  COVER 

"P'ROM  both  show-folk  and  the  public,  Mrs. 
Anna  Jane  Pearson,  owner  of  the  Pearson 
Shows  has  received  many  compliments  on  the 
trim  neat  appearance  of  her  BIG  ELI  Wheel, 
pictured  on  our  front  cover  this  month. 

It  is  a  "De-Luxe"  edition  of  the  "Standard" 
No.  5.  Seats  are  finished  in  gloss  white  enamel 
and  decorated  with  pressed  wood  carvings  and 
oval  plate-glass  mirrors. 

The  electrical  fixtures  were  built  at  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory.  The  outside  circle  is  standard 
1937  equipment,  and  consists  of  12  sections 
bearing  a  total  of  120  lamps.  This  circle  packs 
into  one  crate  without  removing  the  lamp 
globes.  The  Ticket-OfRce  is  also  standard  1937 
equipment.  It  is  fitted  with  four  decorative 
top  scrolls  and  carries  a  total  of  34  lamps.  The 
smaller  circle  carries  60  lamps  and  is  built  in 
12  sections  which  pack  into  one  crate  for  mov- 
ing. The  Axle  Lighting  Unit  consists  of  four 
strips  carrying  26  lights.  This  also  packs  into 
one  crate. 

Mrs.  Pearson  tells  us  these  lighting  effects 
have  resulted  in  bigger  gross  income  on  the 
Wheel.  One  thing  is  certain;  this  No.  5  looks 
very  capable  of  showing  the  Public  a  good 
time  for  its  money. 


New  Wheel  Purchases 

Recent  shipments  of  new  BIG    ELI   Wheels 
from  the  factory  include  the  following: 

June  24th — Joseph  &  J.  Paul  Hoefelmeyer, 
Muskegon,  Michigan,  1937  Standard  No.  12. 

June  28th — Mr.  W.  J.  Bunts,  Manager 
Crystal  Exposition  Shows,  1937  Standard  No. 
5  Wheel  to  complete  a  Du-Plex  Unit.  "We  are 
very  proud  of  the  new  Wheel,"  writes  Mrs. 
Bunts. 

On  July  13— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  T.  Brett, 
long  experienced  Ride  Owners  again  joined  the 
BIG  ELI  Family  with  the  purchase  of  their 
second  BIG  ELI  Wheel — a  standard  No.  5 
which  they  placed  in  operation  at  Boiling 
Springs   Park,   Boiling  Springs,   Pennsylvania. 

Another  member  long  out  of  the  BIG  ELI 
Family  who  came  back  again  is  Simon  Krause. 
He  has  a  1937  No.  5  shipped  July  15th  and 
booked  with  the  Kaus  United  Shows. 

The  latest  shipment  is  a  new  No.  12  on  July 
20  to  F.  E.  Gooding,  President  of  the  Gooding 
Greater  Shows,  Inc.  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 

As  this  is  being  written  we  have  scheduled 
for  shipment  a  No.  5  Wheel  to  the  Cetlin  & 
Wilson  Shows  to  complete  their  Du-Plex  Unit. 


BIG  ELI  Top  Money 

Manager  J.  S.  Bullock  of  Bullock's  Amusement 
Enterprises  takes  his  pen  in  hand  on  July  9 
to  send  the  following: 

"Enclosed  are  reports  for  the  Contest .  .  .  not 
in  the  money  of  course.  We  had  bad  weather 
all  day  until  6  p.m.,  but  we  had  a  good  night  run. 

"Business  so  far  this  season  averages  about 
40  percent  ahead  of  last  year,  with  the  BIG 
ELI  top  money  each  week." 

*  ♦     ♦ 

Mr.  Lloyd  Burge,  whip  foreman  with  the  Joe 
Tilley  Attractions,  called  at  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  on  April  21st  and  took  delivery  of  a 
New  No.  5  for  Mr.  Tilley.  This  Wheel  has 
White  Seats  and  is  used  to  complete  a  Du-Plex 
Unit  on  the  Tilley  Attractions. 

*  *     * 

Mr.  J.  C.  Flowers  writes  he  is  operating  Mrs. 
Melville's  BIG  ELI  Wheel  at  Myrtle  Beach, 
South  Carolina.  "Have  worked  over  the  ELI 
Power  Unit,"  he  states,  "and  it  runs  like  a 
new  one." 


Topped  All  the  Rides 

"The  receipts  here  weren't  as  good  as  we 
expected,"  writes  R.  Donald  Dowis  of  Colorado 
when  sending  in  his  Contest  Reports.  "But  the 
new  No.  5  topped  all  the  rides  by  a  large 
margin,  getting  better  than  $650.00  out  of  a 
total  gross  of  $1444.00  for  four  rides.  The 
Wheel  worked  fine  and  we  really  run  them 
through  on  the  night  of  the  Fourth.  We  had 
practically  no  day  play  and  almost  the  entire 
run  was  made  after  6:00  p.m." 


"Would  have  had  a  big  day  July  5th,  but  it 
started  raining  at  3  o'clock  and  didn't  stop." 
Thus  writes  manager  N.  L.  Creson  of  the  Lee 
Amusement  Company.  "Didn't  even  get  to 
shoot  off  the  fireworks.  It  was  the  largest 
crowd  we  had  ever  had  here  on  the  Fourth 
of  July,  but  the  rain  killed  us.  We  expected  the 
new  'Tilt'  to  make  a  real  showing.  But  that's 
one  of  the  things  in  the  Amusement  business 
that  we  have  to  take." 
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BIG  ELI  Oivner  William  J.  Hocking 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  introduce  to  our  readers  the 
above  gentleman,  Mr.  William  J.  Hocking,  of 
Chester,  West  Virginia.  Mr.  Hocking  has  been 
a  member  of  the  BIG  ELI  Family  since  1930, 
when  he  purchased  a  No.  16  BIG  ELI  Wheel, 
now  operated  at  Idlewild  Park,  Ligonier, 
Pennsylvania.  He  also  operates  the  Penny 
Arcade  at  Rock  Springs  Park,  Chester,  West 
Virginia.  Mr.  Hocking  is  74  years  young.  It 
was  never  our  pleasure  to  meet  him  personally 
until  July  18  when  Mr.  Lee  A.  Sullivan  visited 
him  and  secured  the  above  picture. 


On  the  morning  of  July  7  the  Express  Man 
carried  into  the  BIG  ELI  Office  a  fine  box  of 
Oregon  Cherries.  Sending  of  these  Cherries 
has  been  an  annual  custom  for  many  years 
with  BIG  ELI  Owner  Fred  J.  Browning,  of 
Salem,  Oregon.  Every  BIG  ELI  Employee  got 
his  portion  of  these  delicious  fruits,  and  we, 
one  and  all,  extend  sincere  thanks  to  Mr. 
Browning. 


Going  Across  Good 

On  May  28  a  No.  6  BABY  ELI  Wheel  left  our 
factory  by  motor  transport  for  Manager  W.  J. 
Kuhlman,  of  Geauga  Lake  Park,  at  Geauga 
Lake,  Ohio.  The  little  Wheel  was  received  and 
placed  in  operation  before  July  4th. 

A  few  days  ago  we  received  this  letter  from 
Mr.  Kuhlman:  "Just  a  few  lines  to  let  you 
know  that  our  BABY  ELI  Wheel  is  going 
across  with  the  public  very  good.  On  Monday 
we  had  a  gross  of  $61.00.  We  have  been  using 
the  Wheel  on  picnic  tickets  and  the  children 
sure  enjoy  riding  it." 


Kent  Hosmer 

T  ITTLE  did  we  realize  when  looking  into  the 
•^'  beaming  countenance  and  were  shaking 
hands  with  Kent  Hosmer  in  the  late  evening  of 
May  27  at  Champaign,  Illinois,  that  it  was  a 
permanent  farewell.  Kent  was  then  on  his  way 
to  Kankakee,  the  next  stop  of  Beckmann  & 
Gerety  Shows,  as  he  always  advanced  the  Show 
by  three  or  more  days  in  each  location.  We  were 
leaving  to  return  home  after  a  pleasant  evening 
with  him  and  other  officials  on  the  midway. 

He  wrote  us  a  letter  on  June  22  and  in  his 
usual  jovial,  kindly  fashion  made  some  friendly 
statements  that  will  now  be  cherished  and  long 
remembered.  Before  the  United  States  Mail 
could  deliver  that  letter  here,  Kent  had  passed 
away  quickly  from  these  earthly  scenes.  We 
have  a  sincere  feeling  that  he  is  efficiently 
filling  his  place  in  the  spirit  realm  in  that 
House  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens. 

Kent  Hosmer  was  an  all  around  good  fellow. 
To  us  the  official  staff  of  the  B  &  G  Shows  will 
never  be  quite  complete  without  Kent.  He  had 
a  regular  place  there  for  eight  years.  He  did 
important  work  in  that  organization. 

Like  many  of  his  other  friends,  we  failed  to 
express  our  appreciation  of  him  while  he  was 
here.  Nevertheless  the  kind  expressions  of 
many  since  his  passing  are  true  and  more. 
Among  others  who  knew  him  well,  we  shall  miss 
Kent  Hosmer  very  much.  His  fine  qualities, 
honest  publicity  statements  and  happy  counte- 
nance shall  be  remembered  long  in  the  future. 
The  works  of  a  good  man  do  live  after  him. 


August 


Big  Eli  News 


53 


Reynolds  &  'Wells  \Jnited.  Shows  New  7'car  Tilt-A-Whirl 


Late  in  April  representatives  of  the  BIG  ELI 
Company  visited  the  Reynolds  &  Wells  United 
Shows  at  Hannibal,  Missouri  and  secured  this 
picture  of  their  1937  Model  Tilt-A-Whirl.  The 
ride  had  just  left  the  factory  a  few  weeks 
before,  and  both  Mr.  Reynolds  and  Mr. 
Wells  are  very  proud  of  it,  as  indicated  by  this 
letter  written  by  Mr.  Reynolds. 

"The  new  Tilt-A-Whirl  is  certainly  a  beauty," 
he  writes.  "The  way  it  has  started  out  to  do 
business  is  very  satisfactory.  Up  to  date  it 
has  topped  our  other  rides.  Mr.  Wells  and 
myself  are  very  proud  of  it." 

Our  visit  to  the  Reynolds  &  Wells  Midway 
was  thoroughly  enjoyed.  The  show  was 
organized  this  season,  and  while  small  was 
very  neat  and  clean  and  brilliantly  illuminated. 
In  addition  to  the  Tilt-A-Whirl  there  is  a  No. 
5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  and  a  2-abreast  Herschell- 
Spillman  Merry-Go-Round. 

Mr.  Reynolds  and  Mr.  Wells  are  very  en- 
thusiastic over  their  show,  and  while  both  are 
comparatively  young  in  point  of  years,  they 
have  had  many  seasons  of  experience  in  the 
Amusement  business. 


New  Du-Plex  Unit  for 

Gold  Medal  Shows 

Since  acquiring  the  Gold  Medal  Shows  several 
years  ago,  Manager  Oscar  Bloom  has  rapidly 
brought  this  organization  to  the  front  as  one 
of  the  leading  motorized  carnivals  operating 
in  the  Central  West. 

Included  among  the  new  rides  added  for 
1937  is  a  Du-Plex  Unit  of  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheels.  These  are  "De-Luxe"  models  with 
seats  finished  in  white  enamel  with  transfer 
decorations.  Each  Wheel  carries  an  inside  light 
circle  in  addition  to  the  regular  outer  strand, 
and  is  equipped  with  an  ELI  Power  Unit. 

Trailers  from  the  Show  called  at  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory  and  took  delivery  of  the  Wheels 
on  June  13  and  14. 

+     +     * 
Here's  a  fine  three  days'  business  turned  in  by 
a  1937  Model  Tilt-A-Whirl. 

July  3rd $  53.55 

July  4th 325.35 

July  5th 394.20 

Total $773.10 

Yes,  it  was  operated  by  an  ELI  Power  Unit. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  F.  Reid  and  Family 


"1T7E  ARE  pleased  to  present  this  fine  family 
^^  group  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  F.  Reid  and 
their  four  children,  Betty  Jane  16,  Robert 
Andrew  7,  John  Gerald  4,  and  Mary 
Catharine  2. 

Mr.  Reid  is  part  owner  of  the  Happyland 
Shows,  Inc.,  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  partner 
with  William  G.  Dumas  in  that  business  or- 
ganization. John  intends  that  the  Outdoor 
Amusement  Business  shall  be  continued  by  the 
Reid  family  during  the  next  generation. 

We  tried  to  search  our  records  to  find  out 
when  John  F.  Reid  broke  into  the  Amusement 
Business,  but  we  couldn't  get  a  definite  date 
established  so  we  will  tell  our  readers  that 
John  started  prior  to  the  World  War.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  United  States  Army  in  France, 
returning  and  entering  into  business  for  him- 
self. For  several  years  he  and  William  G. 
Dumas  have  successfully  operated  the  Happy- 


land  Shows.  They  indicate  to  us  that  1937 
promises  to  be  the  best  business  year  of  their 
experience. 

*     *     * 

Nice  Business 

When  Johnny  Q.  Public  opens  his  purse  and 
comes  through  like  this,  one  needs  no  better 
proof  that  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  and  the  Outdoor 
Amusement  Business  has  a  place  in  the  field  of 
wholesome  amusement. 

The  report  represents  three  days'  gross  on 
a  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel  in  the  West. 

July  3rd $504.75 

July  4th 514.60 

July  5th 282.90 

Total $1302.25 

"Just  a  good  three  days'  work,"  writes  the 
owner  of  this  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 
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A  bi-monthly  magazine  for  the  benefit  of  those 
interested  in  the  riding  device  business.  "BIG 
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J.  L.  SULLIVAN Vice  President 

L.  L.  SULLIVAN Secretary-Treasurer 

BEN  O.  ROODHOUSE Sales  Manager 

EDITORIAL 

Twenty-fifth  Annual  July  4th  Contest 

'T~'IME  moves  along  rapidly.  It  is  difficult  to 
-^  realize  that  1937  rounds  out  25  years  of  BIG 
ELI  4th  of  July  Contests.  We  began  them  in 
1913,  three  years  before  this  magazine  came 
into  existence. 

So  1937  is  Silver  Anniversary  year  for  these 
contests  which  have  become  a  permanent  insti- 
tution in  BIG  ELI  experience.  That  ride 
owners  look  forward  to  them  is  shown  by  yearly 
entries  which  start  during  the  springtime  when 
owners  and  operators  write  us  of  their  desires 
to  be  entered.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  conduct  them 
each  year  and  to  present  prizes  to  those  who 
report  winning  receipts.  Some  interesting  com- 
parisons between  this  year's  contests  and  those 
in  past  years  are  recorded  here. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  when  we  started  these 
contests  the  highest  report  came  from  a  No.  5 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  in  Canada  with  $380.30 
income.  The  average  day's  receipts  for  the 
prize  winning  Wheels  that  year  were  $288.17. 
Compare  these  figures  with  1937  when  the 
leading  No.  5  Wheel  grossed  $68.'i.65  and  the 
average  receipts  for  the  day  were  $483.48.  You 
see  a  worth  while  step-up  in  the  income  of 
prize  winning  rides.  Even  sixth  place  this 
year  ($402.20)  exceeded  first  place  in  1913. 


No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  has  always  been  the 
leader  in  these  contests.  This  year's  total  of 
$685.65  is  the  biggest  Contest  report  we  have 
ever  had  since  1929.  Referring  to  the  Contest 
reports  on  another  page  of  this  magazine  you 
will  notice  all  the  prize  winners  are  No.  5 
Wheels  except  one.  Mr.  Bremer's  No.  12 
Wheel  placed  third  in  Contest  No.  1.  All 
Duplex  prize  winning  Wheels  were  No.  5.  All 
BIG  ELI  Wheels  are  money-getters  but  the 
No.  5  has  proved  a  most  popular  size  year 
after  year. 

Another  interesting  fact  is  the  consistency  of 
the  TILT-A-WHIRL  as  a  prize  winner  in 
Contest  No.  2.  For  the  past  four  years  this 
ride  has  won  at  least  two  prizes  in  each  Contest 
for  other  riding  devices.  The  TILT-A-WHIRL 
is  not  a  flash-in-the-pan,  here  today,  gone 
tomorrow  riding  device.  It  has  been  a  con- 
sistent profit-earner  since  our  experience  with 
it  began  in  1929.  As  winner  of  4th  and  5th 
places  in  Contest  No.  2  Mr.  Williams'  TILT- 
A-WHIRL  is  a  1937  Model  and  Mr.  Bremer's 
is  a  1936  Model.  Up-to-date  features  and 
flashy  appearance  of  the  new  TILT-A-WHIRL 
make  it  a  real  profit  earner. 

Eleven  of  the  18  prize  winning  rides  were 
operated  with  ELI  Power.  Four  of  the  prize 
winning  BIG  ELI  Wheels  in  Contest  1,  two 
TILT-A-WHIRLS  in  Contest  2,  and  five  sets 
of  the  Duplex  Wheel  Units  in  Contest  3  were 
kept  in  service  by  the  use  of  ELI  Power  Units. 
Thus,  reliable  power  has  considerable  to  do 
with  the  success  of  1937  Contests. 

This  being  the  Twenty-fifth  Annual  or 
Silver  Anniversary  Contest  we  desired  to  change 
the  prizes  and  give  the  winners  some  lasting 
remembrances  of  their  place  in  this  year's  prize 
list.  The  value  of  these  prizes  are  considerably 
above  the  cash  we  have  given  in  the  past  several 
years.  Winners  of  prizes  1,  2,  and  3  in  each 
contest  have  their  names  stamped  in  gold  with 
the  words  "July  1937"  on  their  gift. 

That  these  contests  are  increasing  in  popu- 
larity is  proved  by  the  number  of  entries  this 
year  over  1936.  Last  year  we  had  288  rides 
entered  while  this  year  354  rides  took  part  in 
the  Contests.  Here's  hoping  1938  will  show 
increased  interest  and  some  larger  reports  on 
the  great  celebration  day  of  the  outdoor 
amusement  year. 
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Results  of  Our  Twenty-Fifth 

-< • >- 

J.  W.  Bycrs*  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Top  Money-Getter  With  Hishest  Report  for  All 
Three  Contests.    Octopus  Top  in  Number  Two.    Du-Plex 

No.  5*s  Winners  in  Contest  Number  3 

-< • >" 

Much  Interest  Shown  Gause's  Whip  in  Wisconsin,  Harry  Williams' 

OUR  TWENTY-FIFTH  Annual  BIG  ELI  Tilt-A-Whirl   in   Tennessee,   Bremer's   Tilt-A- 

Fourth  of  July  Contest  certainly  created  Whirl  in  Minnesota  and  Mrs.  Roth's  Ridee-0 

a  lot  of  interest  among  Ride-Men  if  we  may  ^"    ^  lana. 

judge  by  the  number  of  devices  represented.  A  check  of  the  official  report  sheets  indicate  all 

Entries  were  received  from  31  States,  Alaska  °^  the  devices  winning   prizes  in   the   No.   2 

and   Canada   and  included   18   Du-Plex   BIG  Contest  operated  for  15c  with  the  exception  of 

ELI  Wheel  Units,  109  single  BIG  ELI  Wheels  ^he  Byers  Merry-Go-Round  which  went  for  a 

and  209  other  Riding  Devices,  a  total  of  354  dime.    Incidentally,  his  No.  5  Wheel  went  for 

rides.     This   is   the   largest   number   ever   to  15c  and  handled  4571  patrons  on  the  day. 
participate  in  these  Contests. 

As  July  4th  fell  on  Sunday  this  year,  we  gave  CONTEST  No.  3 

the  Ride-Men  the  privilege  of  reporting  their  Forsythe's  Du-Plex  Unit  of  No.  5's  took  top 

largest  receipts  for  any  ONE  of  the  three  days,  Place  in  our  No.  Three  Contest  with  receipts  of 

July  3rd,  July  4th  or  July  5th.  $657.40  for  the  day.    They  carried  6574  pas- 
sengers at  10c  in  contrast  to  the  Octopus  which 

No.  5     BIG  ELI  OUTSTANDING  handled  4486  patrons  at  15c. 

In  the  Contest  for  single  Wheels,  J.  W.  Byer's 

No.  5  in  Iowa  takes  the  grand  prize  with  receipts  DIFFERENT  PRIZES  THIS  YEAR 

of  $685.65  for  the  day;  also  the  highest  amount  As  1937  marks  the  Twenty-fifth  year  for  these 
reported  in  any  of  the  Contests.  Runner  up  is  Contests  we  decided  to  make  the  prizes  different. 
Henry  MeyerhofT's  No.  5  in  Alaska  with  Instead  of  giving  cash  as  heretofore,  each 
receipts  of  $480.25.  Claude  J.  Bremer's  "Old  winner  was  presented  with  a  practical,  high- 
Reliable"  No.  12  is  third  with  a  gross  of  $456.90.  quality  gift  that  will  be  useful  for  many  years. 

First  Prize  for  each  Contest  was  an  Aviation 
WINNERS  CONTEST  No.  2  Type  Leather  Toilet  Kit  with  zipper  fastener; 
In  the  Contest  for  rides  other  than  the  BIG  ELI  second  prize  Brush  Kit  with  Zipper;  third 
Wheel  first  prize  goes  to  Forsyth's  Octopus  in  prize  Leather  Key  Case  and  fourth,  fifth,  and 
Colorado.  Second  highest  is  J.  W.  Byers's  sixth  prizes  in  each  was  an  Automatic  Pocket- 
Merry-Go-Round  in  Iowa,  followed  by  Wm.  Knife  with  Leather  Case. 

WINNERS  CONTEST  NUMBER  ONE 
Sinsle  BIG  ELI  Wheels 

OWNER  MODEL    LOCATION  RANK  PRIZE       RECEIPTS 

J.  W.  Byers No.  5  Iowa  1st  Travel  Kit  $685.65 

Henry  MeyerhofT No.  5  Alaska  2nd  Brush  Kit  480.25 

Claude  J.  Bremer No.  12  Minnesota  3rd  Key  Case  456.90 

D.S.Dudley No.  5  Texas  4th  Knife  454.40 

J.  J.  Colley No.  5  Oklahoma  5th  Knife  421.50 

Art  Thomas No.  5  N.Dakota  6th  Knife  402.20 

Total $2900.90 

Average  per  Wheel $483.48 
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Annual  Fourth-of-July  Contests 

-<- — • >- 

All  the  Winners  in   Contest   Number  Three  for  Du-Plex   Units  are   No.   5*s 

■< • >- 

The  AVERAGE  PER  Wheel  in  No.  1  Contest  is  In    the    Contest    for    Du-Plex    Wheels    two 

$483.48,  somewhat  below  last  year.    This  was  Ride  Owners  report  tickets  selling  at  10c  for 

anticipated,  as  the  celebrations  in  most  spots  children,    15c  for  adults,   and   the  remainder 

were  spread  over  three  days  at  the  week-end;  indicate  a  straight  10c  charge.    In  the  Contest 

and  some  ride  owners  reported  stormy  weather  for    Single    BIG    ELI    Wheels,    two    owners 

while    others    reported    excessive    heat.     The  report  tickets  selling  at  10c  and  15c;  one  20c 

results  of  these  Contests  show,  however,  that  the  and  25c;  eight,  15c  straight  and  the  remainder 

BIG   ELI   Wheel  is  still  the   "Old   Reliable"  at  10c  for  adults  and  children. 
Money-Getter  among  Portable  Rides. 

The  Fourth  of  July  Contest  Report  Blanks  in  the  Contest  for  rides  other  than  the  BIG 

brought     out     some     interesting     facts.      We  ELI  Wheel,  one  Ride  Owner  reports  getting  15c 

provided  a  space  to  indicate  the  ticket  charge  and  25c  on  a  new  ride.    One  reports  20c,  three 

on  each  ride  reported.  report  a  charge  of  10c  and  15c;  eleven  report 

In  looking  over  these  reports  we  find  that  10c  tickets  on  their  rides  are  15c  each,  and  the 

is  the  ticket  charge  most  widely  used  by  Ride-  remainder  report  a  straight  charge  of  10c. 
Men. 

WINNERS  CONTEST  NUMBER  TWO 
Rides  Other  Than  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel 

OWNER  DEVICE  LOCATION  RANK        RECEIPTS 

Ralph  Forsythe Octopus  Colorado  1st  $673.20 

J.  W.  Byers Merry-Go-Round  Iowa  2nd  516.10 

William  Cause Whip  Wisconsin  3rd  483.60 

H.  T.  Williams Tilt-A-Whirl  Tennessee  4th  474.80 

C.J.Bremer Tilt-A-Whirl  Minnesota  5th  467.85 

Mrs.  L.  E.  Roth Ridee-0  Indiana  6th  467.35 


••• 


WINNERS  CONTEST  NUMBER  THREE 
For  Du-Plex  BIG  ELI  Wheels 

OWNER                                 MODEL                LOCATION  RANK  RECEIPTS 

Ralph  Forsythe No.  5's                    Colorado  1st  $657.40 

W.  E.  West No.  5's                    Missouri  2nd  432.55 

Frances  Crowley No.  5's                    Iowa  3rd  316.40 

F.F.Wills No.  5's                     N.Dakota  4th  314.95 

Dumas  &  Reid No.  5's                    Michigan  5th  306.30 

Byers  &  Beach No.  5's                     Missouri  6th  219.50 


THREE  GOOD  FRIENDS  OF  THE  RIDE-MAN:    FAIR  WEATHER 
A  GENEROUS  PUBLIC. . .  AND  A  BIG  ELI  WHEEL 
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BIG  ELI  TALKS 

THE  "STANDARD"  MODEL  BIG  ELI  WHEEL 


D.  S.  Dudley's  No.  5 
BIG  ELI  Wheel,  one 
of  the  prize  winners 
in  the  1937  Fourth  of 
July  Contest. 

Receipts  for  the  day 
$454.40 


'T'HIS  issue  of  the  NEWS  could  rightfully  be 
-''  labeled  "CONTEST  NUMBER."  It  con- 
tains a  complete  report  of  our  25th  Annual  4th 
of  July  Contest,  with  comments  on  the  results 
as  compared  with  1936. 

No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  continues  to  be  a 
leader  among  prize  winners  in  Contest  No.  1. 
Because  there  are  more  No.  5  Wheels  in  opera- 
tion than  any  other  size  it  is  natural  that  the 
Wheel  entries  in  these  contests  would  show  a 
high  percentage  of  No.  5's. 

Another  fact  must  be  considered  though,  and 
that  is  in  big  crowds  with  capacity  business, 
No.  5  Wheel  at  its  present  speed  has  greater 
earning  power  than  any  other  size  of  BIG  ELI. 


On  the  next  page  we  list  in  table  form  the 
BIG  ELI  Wheels  which  have  won  first  prize  in 
the  25  years  of  our  Contest.  Here  you  will  see 
18  No.  5  Wheels  at  the  top  of  the  list  in  various 
years,  five  No.  12  Wheels  and  two  No.  lO's. 
Only  a  few  of  the  10  seat  Wheels  are  in  service. 
There  were  never  as  many  of  these  Wheels 
built  as  the  No.  5  or  No.  12  and  the  10  seat 
Wheel  has  not  been  standard  with  us  since  1924. 
No.  10  BIG  ELI  is  the  same  height  as  No.  5 
but  carries  two  less  seats,  thus  has  a  smaller 
carrying  capacity  in  big  crowds. 

Several  facts  are  available  in  studying  this 
table. 

The  high  prize  winning  locations  come  from 
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fEAR  OWNER 

L913 W.  K.  Davison 

L914 J.  L.  Landes 

L915 F.  W.  Babcock 

L916 W.  K.  Davison 

[917 W.  K.  Davison 

L918 *H.  C.  Harwager 

L919 *H.  C.  Harwager 

1920 *J.  J.  Jones 

L921 *Fred  Browning 

L922 C.  H.  Steffens 

L923 *Fred  Browning 

1924 *Fred  Browning 

L925 *J.  W.  Hildreth 

1926 *Mrs.  R.  L.  Browning 

L927 T.  P.  Gifford 

L928 F.  &  E.  Browning 

L929 Wayne  Hale 

L930 Sam  Spencer 

L931 Pauline  Skerbeck 

1932 T.  P.  Gifford 

1933 T.  P.  Gifford 

1934 Wayne  Hale 

1935 A.  Thomas 

1936 Pauline  Skerbeck 

1937 J.  W.  Byers 

*  Indicates  Owners  now  deceased- 
Largest  report,  1929,  No.  5  Wheel,  in  Iowa 

Highest  daily  average  of  prize  winning  Wheels,  1929 


LOCATION 

SIZE 

RECEIPTS 

Canada 

5 

$380.30 

Kansas 

10 

302.00 

California 

5 

330.10 

Canada 

6 

492.40 

Canada 

5 

507.80 

Colorado 

5 

551.50 

Colorado 

5 

648.70 

Canada 

5 

675.45 

Oregon 

12 

650.00 

Oregon 

12 

590.90 

Oregon 

12 

681.05 

Washington 

12 

682.45 

Missouri 

5 

708.30 

I        Washington 

12 

692.40 

Iowa 

5 

710.10 

Oregon 

5 

726.90 

Iowa 

5 

776.40 

Pennsylvania 

5 

583.15 

Wisconsin 

5 

628.15 

Iowa 

5 

341.20 

Iowa 

5 

349.50 

Iowa 

5 

490.40 

N.  Dakota 

10 

427.40 

Wisconsin 

5 

618.65 

Iowa 

5 

685.65 
$776.40 

$577.04 

Central  West  or  far  Western  States  in  every 
year  but  one  when  a  Pennsylvania  Wheel  took 
first  prize.  Canada  was  an  outstanding  prize 
winner  for  several  of  the  beginning  years  of  this 
Contest  during  which  time  the  World  at  Home 
Shows  and  later  Johnny  Jones  Shows  made 
Western  Canada  each  year.  Then  Colorado, 
Oregon  and  Washington  came  in  to  their  own, 
while  later  Iowa  became  a  favorite  state  for 
July  4th  celebrations. 

General  business  conditions  reflected  in  the 
prize  winning  reports.  There  was  a  constant 
build-up  in  receipts  from  1914  to  1920.  During 
these  years  war-time  prosperity  was  very 
noticeable.  Then  just  a  temporary  lull  in  1921 
and  1922  and  beginning  in  1923  a  constant 
build-up  to  1929.  Here  the  sub-normal  times 
began  and  we  hit  bottom  in  1932.  Then  started 
the  upward  swing  until  1937  shows  a  consider- 
able high  improvement. 

Again  mentioning  the  state  locations,  the 
large  majority  of  these  reports  came  from 
agricultural   districts   either   farming   or   fruit 


growing  territory.  Only  once  in  the  25  years 
have  we  had  a  highest  report  from  the  manu- 
facturing State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Closing  this  article  let  me  stress  these  facts: 
The  BIG  ELI  Wheel  continues  as  a  leading 
money-getter  year  in  and  year  out  among  out- 
door attractions  throughout  the  country.  The 
most  popular  Wheel  is  the  No.  5,  of  medium 
height  and  weight,  40  ft.  3  in.  high,  weighing 
12,501  lbs.  with  a  capacity  of  12  BIG  ELI 
Seats  and  maximum  earning  power.  In  these 
days  of  truck-trailer  transportation  facilities  a 
compact  ride  for  moving  is  a  necessity.  In 
existence  since  1900  BIG  ELI  Wheel  remains 
the  standard  on  Amusement  Midways  all  over 
this  Country  and  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
You  will  make  no  mistake  by  investing  in  a 
BIG  ELI  Wheel,  a  time-tested  money-getter 
among  outdoor  amusements. 

Wishing  you  a  big  celebration  season, 
Ben  O.  Roodhouse, 
Sales  Manager. 
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SAFE  TRANSPORTATION  EQUIPMENT 


Part  of  the  Motorized  Transportation  used  by  SOL'S  LIBERTY  SHOWS 
Manager  Sam  Solomon  operates  17  BIG  ELI  Units 


OO  MUCH  is  being  said  in  this  issue  of  BIG 
^  ELI  NEWS  about  various  rides,  their  earn- 
ing capacity  and  4th  of  July  experience  that  we 
believe  this  is  a  fitting  place  to  mention  BIG 
ELI  SAFE  TRANSPORTATION  Equipment. 

BIG  ELI  Trailers  are  in  service  all  over  the 
country.  Frank  Burke  operates  his  in  Arizona 
and  New  Mexico;  P.  W.  Witt  is  in  Idaho  and 
Montana;  the  Dee  Lang  Shows  are  now  operat- 
ing in  Minnesota  and  J.  W.  LaughHn  is  in 
North  Dakota.  On  the  Eastern  side,  W.  T. 
McNally  and  Neal  Creamer  are  in  Massachu- 
setts, Herman  Bantly  and  Mrs.  Lena  Faust  in 
Pennsylvania,  while  Johnny  Bullock  operates 
in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas. 

BIG  ELI  Trailers  handle  all  manner  of 
amusement  equipment.  Russell  Brothers  Circus 
with  17  BIG  ELI  Units  transport  on  daily 
moves,  their  elephants,  horses,  camels,  ward- 
robe; tent  poles,  canvas,  and  seats;  kitchen  and 
other  circus  paraphernalia. 

Ray  Marsh  Brydon  handles  elephants, 
horses,  and  side  show  equipment  on  his  BIG 
ELI  Semi-Trailers. 

Dee  Lang's  Famous  Shows  with  21  BIG 
ELI  Trailers,  (seven  of  them  new  this  year) 
carry  their  Du-Plex  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheels, 
Merry-Go-Rounds,  Loop-0-Planes,  Caterpillar, 
Octopus,  Chairplane,  Scooter,  other  rides,  and 
shows  on  this  motorized  equipment. 

Sam  Solomon  with  17  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailers  transports  his  1937  Model  Du-Plex 
No.    5   BIG    ELI   Wheels,    TILT-A-WHIRL, 


Merry-Go-Round,  Scooter,   Ridee-0,   Loop-0- 
Plane,  Kiddie  Rides  and  much  other  equipment. 

M.  J.  Doolan,  with  four  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailers  moves  his  rides  in  and  around  Chicago 
territory  with  these  outfits. 

Soon  after  receiving  the  two  1937  special 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  Mr.  Doolan  wrote  us: 
"Just  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  that  I  am 
well  pleased  with  the  two  new  Trailers  and 
can  especially  recommend  the  one  for  the 
Merry-Go-Round  for  anyone  wanting 
trailers  that  protect  the  Ride  and  make  it 
very  easy  to  load  and  unload.  We  load  it 
as  the  swing  comes  down  and  put  it  up  as 
it  comes  off  the  Trailer.  No  part  on  the 
ground  at  any  time." 

W.  T.  McNally,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
has  three  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers,  two  of  them 
are  1936  and  one  is  a  1937  model.  When  his 
new  Trailers  reached  him  last  year  Mr.  Mc- 
Nally wrote: 

"My  men  got  home  to  Boston,  1196  miles 
from  your  Factory,  everything  went  along 
fine.  I  am  well  pleased  with  the  Trailers 
as  they  are  just  the  kind  for  our  business." 

After  trying  two  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  for 
a  year  Mr.  McNally  ordered  his  third  Trailer 
in  1937. 

Neal  Creamer,  of  Coleman  Bros.  Shows, 
bought  a  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  for  transport- 
ing his  new  Octopus.  Like  some  other  prospec- 
tive Trailer  buyers  Mr.  Creamer  first  had  the 
idea  that  to  handle  the  Octopus  required  a 
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special  Trailer.  We  convinced  him  that  a  stand- 
ard BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  would  transport  the 
Octopus  easily  as  it  does  other  riding  devices. 
Mr.  Creamer  recently  wrote  us: 

"The  Trailer  excites  much  favorable 
comment  on  this  Show." 

To  those  interested  in  a  Trailer,  let  us  say 
that  the  standard  20  or  24  foot  BIG  ELI  Semi- 
Trailer  with  rack  body  will  satisfactorily  trans- 
port an  Octopus.  The  weight  of  this  ride  is 
about  the  same  as  a  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 
BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  handle  many  much 
heavier  rides  than  either  the  Wheel  or  the 
Octopus. 

The  first  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  shipped  from 
our  Factory  (Serial  No.  1)  was  sold  to  Pearson 
Shows.  Later  that  same  year  they  bought  a 
second  Trailer  and  in  1933  a  third  Trailer. 
These  gave  first  class  service,  and  this  year  Mrs. 
Jane  Pearson  bought  a  fourth  Trailer  to  trans- 
port the  Pearson  Shows.  REPEAT  ORDERS 
MEAN  SATISFIED  CUSTOMERS. 

After  using  two  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers  they 
purchased  this  spring,  Mr.  Carl  Byers,  of  Byere 
&  Beach  Shows  wrote  us: 


"We  are  more  than  well  pleased  with  our 
new  BIG  ELI  Trailers." 

Mr.  Byers  was  a  recent  caller  at  the  BIG 
ELI  Factory  to  pick  up  amusement  equipment. 
He  was  driving  one  of  these  Trailers  and  further 
expressed  his  satisfaction  with  the  transporta- 
tion outfits. 

Their  actual  service  to  users  means  more  than 
our  statements  about  BIG  ELI  Equipment. 
Ask  any  owner  if  BIG  ELI  equipment  is 
properly  built.  If  it  does  the  work  we  claim 
for  it.  Last  but  not  least,  ask  any  owner  if  BIG 
ELI  Semi-Trailers  are  safe,  economical 
transportation. 

Do  you  realize  that  by  investing  in  a  Trailer 
you  can  in  less  than  two  years  time  pay  for 
this  Trailer  for  what  you  would  otherwise  spend 
for  hired  transportation?  OTHER  OWNERS 
ARE  ECONOMIZING  WITH  THIS  TYPE 
OF  TRANSPORTATION  EQUIPMENT- 
WHY  NOT  YOU? 

Full  details  and  specifications  of  standard 
BIG  ELI  Trailers  will  be  sent  you  upon  request. 


NEW  CABLE  PRICES 

Until  further  notice  the  following  prices  will  be  effective  on 
BIG  ELI  Derrick  and  Corner  Guy  Cables. 

No.  27— Derrick  Cable: 

For  No.  16  BIG  ELI $12.85 

For  No.  12  BIG  ELI 10.70 

For  No.  5  or  10  BIG  ELI 9.85 

No.  22 — Corner  Guy  Cable: 

For  No.  16  BIG  ELI 10.35 

For  No.  12  BIG  ELI 7.15 

For  No.  5  or  10  BIG  ELI 6.90 

These  prices  represent  a  slight  advance  over  previous  quota- 
tions and  result  from  the  increased  prices  we  must  pay  the 
cable  mills  for  our  cable  requirements. 
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THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 

Truing  the  Wheel 


In  truing  the   Wheel,  the  distance  from  the 

center   of  the   ivood-rim  groove   to   the   touier 

angle  must  be  equal  to  the  distance  from  the 

center  of  the  drive-sheave  groove  to  the 

tower  angle 


\T7HAT,"  asks  BIG  ELI  Owner  Fred  Henry, 
"'  "is  the  right  distance  for  truing  the 
Wheel?  One  of  my  operators  says  five  inches, 
the  other  says  six.  Please  put  us  right  about 
this." 

Other  Wheel  men  and  operators  would  like 
to  have  information  on  this  phase  of  setting 
up  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  and  we  give  it  to  you 
here. 

Some  Wheels  are  worn  more  than  others  and 
because  of  this  it  is  not  possible  to  state  that  a 
definite  measurement  of  so  many  inches  or 
fractions  of  an  inch  is  the  correct  distance  to 
use  on  all  BIG  ELI  Wheels. 

However,  there  is  a  very  easy  way  of  finding 
the  exact  distance  to  use  when  truing  any  BIG 
ELJ  Wheel;  and  this  method  is  so  simple  that 
any  Wheel  Operator  should  remember  it. 


First  you  measure  the  distance  from  the 
center  of  the  drive-sheave  groove  to  the  edge 
of  the  angle  at  the  corner  of  the  tower.  Now, 
true  up  your  first  set  of  spokes,  making  the 
space  from  the  tower  angle  to  the  center  of  the 
cable -block  the  same  distance  as  you  found  in 
the  first  measurement. 

Next,  cut  a  small  block  of  wood  to  just  the 
right  length  to  slip  in  between  the  tower  angle 
and  the  outer  edge  of  the  cable  block.  Using 
this  block  as  a  gauge,  true  up  the  other  spokes 
to  the  same  distance. 

You  will  then  find  that  the  groove  in  each 
cable-block  passes  directly  over  the  groove  in 
the  drive-sheave  and  as  the  Wheel  turns  the 
cable  seats  directly  on  the  rope  packing  of  each 
cable-block  and  not  on  the  wood  edge. 

This  picture  will  help  to  illustrate  these 
directions. 

♦     *     * 

Corner  Guy-Cables 

Mr.  Henry  also  wrote  there  is  some  differ- 
ence of  opinion  between  his  operators  regarding 
the  tension  of  the  corner  guy-cables.  One  man 
maintained  that  they  should  be  drawn  up 
tightly,  while  the  Wheel  is  running,  the  other 
believes  there  should  be  some  slack. 

The  proper  method  is  to  tighten  the  ^i-inch 
turnbuckles  with  the  hands  only  (do  not  use  a 
wrench).  Thus,  not  fiddle-string  tightness  or 
excessive  looseness  should  be  noticeable.  Too 
tight  corner  guys  puts  the  Wheel  frame  into  a 
great  strain,  while  too  loose  corner  guys  allows 
the  Wheel  to  sway  when  starting  or  stopping. 


Ride  Man  R.  O.  Couch,  of  Monteith,  Iowa, 
advises  his  celebration  dates  are  running  so 
close  together  that  it  is  hard  to  get  a  good 
line-up  without  a  long  jump.  "From  what  I 
am  told,"  he  writes,  "there  is  an  unusual 
number  of  rides  in  bad  condition  in  this  state. 
It  seems  they  have  drifted  in  from  the  dry 
districts.  But  when  things  get  back  to  normal 
I  believe  some  of  these  rides  will  leave.  We 
have  spent  a  lot  to  get  our  equipment  in  good 
condition  and  believe  we  will  wind  up  the  1937 
season  in  fine  shape." 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 


Midivay  Vietv  of  the  "World's  Smallest  Carnival" 


Freddie  Roe, 
Builder 


TNTO  the  Office  on  the 
morning  of  July  3rd  came 
our  former  employee,  and 
old-time  Wheel  Operator, 
John  B.  Roe  of  St.  Louis. 
With  him  was  sixteen  year 
old  son  Freddie  Roe,  carry- 
ing two  cardboard  boxes 
about  lOJ^  X  43^  X  6  inches. 
Freddie  asked  for  the  loan  of 
a  little  space  and  we  granted 
him  the  use  of  a  desk  top 
where  he  proceeded  adeptly 
to  unpack  and  set  up  the 
"World's  Smallest  Carnival"  pictured  above. 

Freddie  gathered  quite  a  gallery  of  onlookers 
who  watched  with  interest  the  erecting  of 
these  miniatures.  He  would  slide  the  top  off 
a  semi-trailer  and  out  would  come  three  or  four 
concessions  or  maybe  a  ticket-office  or  side- 
show center  poles. 

There  are  three  rides:  Du-Plex  BIG  ELI 
Wheels,  7-car  Tilt-A-Whirl  and  Merry-Go - 
Round.  Also  a  Fun-on-the-Farm,  Minstrel 
Show,  big  Pit  Show,  7  stock  concessions,  Ball 
Game,  Midway  Cafe  (with  stools  and  coffee 
urn)  office  trailer,  main  entrance,  4  semi- 
trailer units  (miniature  BIG  ELI's)  and  2  long 
wheel  base  trucks. 

Freddie  was  six  months  building  his  show, 
and  close  inspection  shows  the  parts  finished 
in  minute  detail.  Our  readers  will  get  some 
idea  of  the  tedious  work  involved  when  we 
tell  you   the   BIG   ELI   Wheels  stand   nearly 

5  inches  high  and  the  Tilt-A-Whirl  is  about 

6  inches  in  diameter. 


The  BIG  ELI  Employees  party  for  the  month 
of  June  was  held  on  the  Midway  of  the  Great 
Sutton  Shows,  playing  Jacksonville  on  the 
Cannon  North  Main  Lot,  on  the  evening  of 
the  18th.  About  30  members  were  in  the  group 
that  took  in  the  rides  and  shows  on  the  Sutton 
Midway.  The  party  wound  up  after  coffee  and 
sandwiches  at  the  midway  cook-house,  topped 
off  with  frozen  custard.  Despite  a  strenuous 
evening  all  hands  reported  for  work  on  Satur- 
day morning. 

During  the  noon  hour  recently  the  boys  gathered 
around  the  bulletin  board  where  the  annual 
vacation  schedule  was  posted.  Each  selected 
the  week  best  fitting  his  plans  and  a  new 
schedule  was  arranged  to  keep  all  departments 
at  the  factory  running  during  the  vacation 
period,  which  started  with  the  week  ending 
July  31  and  closes  with  the  week  ending  August 
28.  The  boys  say  they  are  ready  for  a  vacation 
after  one  of  the  busiest  and  most  strenuous 
building  and  shipping  seasons  for  several  years. 

Miss  Leta  Sullivan  of  the  BIG  ELI  department 
of  accounts  is  the  proud  owner  of  a  new  Buick 
4-door  sedan. 

+  +  + 
Recent  visitors  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
include:  Frank  Sutton,  of  the  Great  Sutton 
Shows;  Thomas  J.  Hughes  and  George  S. 
Kogman  of  Hughes  &  Kogman,  Kansas  City; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Byers  and  the  "Sky-Hi" 
Girl  of  Byers  &  Beach  Shows;  J.  T.  McClellan, 
of  the  McClellan  Shows;  Harry  A.  Mamsch,  of 
Chicago;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  Thompson, 
of  Blackpool  Pleasure  Beach,  Limited,  Black- 
pool, England. 


ELI   POWER   UNIT 


SERIAL  NUMBER  "500" 

On  July  20,  ELI  POWER  Unit  Serial  Number 
500  left  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  as  power  equip- 
ment with  a  1937  Model  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel 
purchased  by  F.  E.  Gooding  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
On   the    same    day,    ELI    POWER    Unit    Serial 

Number  2  gave  effi- 
cient and  economical 
service  operating  Hal 
Graham's  No.  5  BIG 
ELI  Wheel.  This  en- 
gine is  now  in  its  17th 
season  of  operation. 


ELI  POWER  For 
LONG-LIFE  ECONOMY 

The  ELI  POWER  Unit  gives  reliable  and 
economical  power  service  on  the  BIG  ELI 
Wheel,  Whip,  Merry-Go-Round,  Chair-O- 
Plane,  Tilt-A-Whirl  and  the  Octopus.  Here 
is  a  list  of  purchasers  of  new  Units  this 
season,  and  the  rides  they  are  using  them  on. 

R.  A.  Jolley— 2  Units  for  BIG  ELI  Wheels 

F.  L.  Flack— 1  Unit  for  BIG  ELI  Wheel 

Sam  Solomon — 1  Unit  for  Octopus 

Neal  Creamer — 1  Unit  for  Octopus 

W.  G.  Wade— 1  Unit  for  BIG  ELI  Wheel 

C.  A.  Hartzburg — 1  Unit  for  Octopus 

F.  H.  Bee— 1  Unit  for  Chair-O-Plane 

A.  L.  Reading— 1  Unit  for  BIG  ELI  Wheel 

Joe  Galler— 1  Unit  for  Tilt-A-Whirl 

R.  T.  Dowis— 1  Unit  for  BIG  ELI  Wheel 

Axel  Bendixen — 1  Unit  for  Tilt-A-Whirl 


Eli  Poii'er  Unit  with  "V"  Belt  Drive  and  low 
truck,  developed  for  operating  the  "Octopus" 


BUY  an  ELI  POWER  UNIT  and  FORGET 
YOUR  POWER  TROUBLES 

ELI    BRIDGE    COMPANY 

BUILDERS  OF  DEPENDABLE  PRODUCTS 

JACKSONVILLE ILLINOIS 


ionville,  Illinois 


September-October,  1937 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 


Hartsock  Brothers'  No.  5  BIG  ELI  Wheel  helping  to  make  a  Missouri 

Celebration  a  big  success. 


"This  picture,"  writes  BIG  ELI  Owner  Walter 
Hartsock,  of  Brasliear,  Missouri,  "is  the  first 
one  I  have  ever  sent  you  of  our  Wheel.  It 
shows  the  old  dependable  No.  5  'doing  her 
stuff'  at  one  of  our  fall  celebrations  in  north 
eastern  Missouri. 

"If  anyone  trys  to  say  the  BIG  ELI  isn't 
a  money-getter,  he  doesn't  know  much  about 
the  ride-business.  Just  give  her  a  chance.  The 
old  Wheel  hasn't  been  going  strong  these  past 
thirty-seven  years  without  a  reason.  It's 
always  in  the  lead  on  our  Midway,  and  keeps 
turning  and  doing  its  part  long  after  the  other 
rides  are  closed  down.  Business  this  year  shows 
a  nice  increase  and  we  look  forward  to  some 
good  runs  next  season. 

Walter,    with    brothers    Byron    and    Roy, 


operates  Hartsock  Brothers'  Amusement  Co., 
using  the  No.  5  Wheel,  Merry-Go-Round, 
Chair-0-Plane  and  concessions.  Their  1937 
season  was  played  in  the  territory  of  western 
Illinois  and  eastern  Missouri  and  Iowa. 
*     *     + 

Still  "Going  Strong" 

"My  BIG  ELI  No.  12,  Serial  Number  141  is 
still  going  fine,"  says  manager  L.  C.  McHenry, 
of  the  Crescent  Amusement  Company.  "It 
is  only  twenty  years  old,  and  grosses  more, 
week  in  and  week  out  than  my  other  three 
rides.  I  have  the  Wheel  all  flashed  up  with 
new  lighting  equipment  and  it  looks  and  runs 
like  a  new  one." 
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OUR  FRONT  COVER 

A  FEW  days  ago  Sales  Manager  Ben  O. 
"^^*-  Roodhouse  laid  this  picture  on  the  editor's 
desk,  and  we  immediately  decided  that  a  fine 
place  for  it  would  be  the  front  cover. 

The  photograph  was  sent  by  Miss  Frances 
Ellman,  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  who,  with 
her  brother  Charles  own  and  operate  the 
Ellman  Shows. 

Their  No.  5  Wheel  was  purchased  this  year, 
and  the  picture  shows  it  'going  to  town'  in  the 
typical  BIG  ELI  way  at  one  of  their  August 
fairs  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  Despite  bad 
weather  it  has  shown  a  nice  profit  for  the 
Ellmans.  It  is  operated  by  a  1937  model 
ELI  Power  Unit;  another  way  of  saying  it  gets 
the  money  no  matter  how  fast  the  crowds 
come.  John  Winsted  is  operator  and  takes 
great  pride  in  the  Wheel.  In  our  Fourth  of 
July  Contests  he  worked  very  hard  to  place 
among  the  winners,  but  was  nosed  out  by  a 
few  dollars. 

The  Ellman  Shows  closed  at  Westfield, 
Wisconsin  September  10  and  stored  in  Mil- 
waukee. Miss  Ellman  visited  us  on  September 
20,  enroute  south  to  join  the  Royal  Palm 
Shows  with  her  Fun  House  and  some  con- 
cessions. "We  have  had  lots  of  visitors,"  she 
stated,  "and  they  all  compliment  us  on  our 
Wheel.  We  are  mighty  proud  of  the  White 
Seats.  The  people  who  finished  them  in  your 
factory  certainly  did  a  very  fine  job." 
*     *     * 

Frank  Elliot  Buys  No.  5 

Into  our  office  the  morning  of  August  3rd 
rushed  a  messenger  boy  with  a  telegram  which 
read:  "AM  ALL  READY  TO  BUY  NUMBER 
FIVE  WHEEL."  The  sender  was  Frank  J. 
Elliot,  outdoor  Showman  of  Amherst,  Nova 
Scotia,  who  had  long  planned  on  the  day 
when  he  would  have  his  own  BIG  ELI. 

Further  telegrams  followed,  and  at  1:00 
p.m.  August  28th  Erie  box  car  75,816  rolled 
out  of  o.r  factory.  Six  days  and  seventeen 
hours  later  Mr.  Elliot  was  unloading  his  new 
Wheel. 

A  few  days  later  another  telegram:  "THE 
BIG  WHEEL  ARRIVED.  EVERYTHING 
IN  GREAT  SHAPE  AND  OK.  SHE  SURE 
IS  SOME  RIDE.  I  EXPECT  TO  'GO 
PLACES'  WITH  HER  NEXT  SUMMER." 

Right  ofl  the  bat  the  No.  5  started  'goin' 
places'  by  turning  a  fine  week  of  business 
despite  rain  and  cool  weather. 


"WE'LL  BE  THERE!  " 

When  the  National  Association  of  Amuse- 
ment Parks,  Pools  and  Beaches  meets  in 
Convention  at  Hotel  Sherman,  Chicago, 
November  29  to  December  2,  our  repre- 
sentatives will  be  glad  to  welcome  you 
at  Booths  No.  27  and  46  in  the  Main 
Exhibition  Hall.  Outdoor  Showmen, 
Park  Managers  and  all  our  friends  are 
cordially  invited  to  come  around  and 
"Let's  get  acquainted." 


R.  H.  Miner  Buys  FHis  Second  BIG  ELI 

When  one  operates  a  BIG  ELI  for  eleven  years 
he  gets  a  pretty  good  idea  what  kind  of  a 
money-maker  it  is.  Back  in  1926  R.  H.  Miner, 
of  Phillipsburg,  New  Jersey,  bought  his  first 
No.  5;  a  few  weeks  ago  he  decided  a  second 
BIG  ELI  would  be  an  equally  profitable 
investment. 

So  on  the  evening  of  August  3,  two  trucks 
from  the  Miner  Model  Shows  arrived  in 
Jacksonville,  and  at  9:15  the  next  morning, 
with  the  new  Wheel  they  pulled  away  for 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  (See  the  picture 
on  page  79.) 

"The  boys  arrived  here  safe  and  sound 
Friday  night,"  Mr.  Miner  wrote  several  days 
later.  "Was  I  happy  when  I  saw  the  new 
Wheel  in  operation!  The  new  ticket-box  is  a 
beauty  along  side  the  old  rope-box  kind;  and 
the  wood  mounted  lighting  equipment,  that 
you  don't  have  to  take  the  lamps  out  of  when 
you  move,  is  another  big  improvement.  I  am 
literally  'tickled  pink'  with  the  new  Wheel, 
and  I  hope  it  will  make  me  as  much  money  as 
the  first  one." 

*  +     + 

Commenting  on  a  recent  celebration,  BIG  ELI 
Owner  Robert  Hughey  observes:  "Not  much 
day-time  play,  but  we  had  lots  of  people  at 
night  and  the  run  was  good.  From  7:00  to 
11:00  we  did  capacity  business  on  the  No.  12 
Wheel,  and  that  is  something  I  have  not  seen 
in  many  a  moon.  The  Wheel  topped  the  rides." 

*  *     * 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  T.  Brett  have  stored 
their  Tilt-A-Whirl  at  Boiling  Springs,  Penn. 
and  joined  Elaine's  Exposition  Shows  with 
their  No.  5  Wheel  for  a  string  of  fairs  in  the 
South. 
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1897 

Back  in  1897  the  citizenry  of  Lebanon,  Kansas 
decided  to  put  on  an  Old  Home  Celebration,  and 
one  of  the  entertainment  features  of  the  day 
was  the  old  Conderman  Ferris- Wheel  pictured 
to  the  left.  Manager  W.  E.  West,  ot  W.  E. 
West  Motorized  Shows,  sends  these  pictures, 
and  on  the  right  shows  his  No.  5  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  playing  the  Lebanon  Old  Home  Celebra- 


1937 

tion  in  1937,  torty  years  after  the  other  picture 
was  snapped.  Mr.  West  is  the  gentleman 
wearing  the  helmet  hat  and  standing  close  to 
the  ticket-box.  "These  pictures,"  he  writes, 
"are  positive  proof  that  the  Ferris-Wheel  has 
lost  none  of  its  appeal  for  young  and  old  alike 
in  forty  years." 


Lewis  L.  Holman,  long-time  BIG  ELI  Owner, 
of  Seneca  Falls,  New  York,  states  he  has 
operated  his  rides  at  Deauville-On-Owasco, 
near  Auburn,  most  of  the  season.  "I  have  a 
valued  and  long-time  employee  who  has  been 
running  BIG  ELI  Wheels  for  me  since  I 
bought  my  first  one  in  1913.  His  name  is 
George  F.  Sharp  and  I  believe  he  deserves  an 
Operator's  Lapel  Button." 

We  heartily  agree  with  Mr.  Holman.  Mr. 
Sharpe  has  received  his  Lapel  Button.  There 
are  few  Wheel  Operators  who  can  say  they 
have  been  with  the  same  Wheel  Owner  for 
24  years. 


"My  No.  12  BIG  ELI  is  in  first  class  shape," 
writes  D.  M.  Bailey  from  Chicago.  "It  looks 
fine  after  17  years  of  operation  and  I  am  very 
proud  of  it." 

*     *     * 

Joseph  Hoefelmeyer  and  son  J.  Paul,  of 
Muskegon,  Michigan,  report  good  business  on 
the  No.  12  Wheel  purchased  in  July.  One  of 
their  first  locations  was  the  Muskegon 
Centennial. 

"The  Wheel  is  a  beauty  and  works  swell. 
Very  proud  of  it,"  a  recent  telegram  states. 
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Wheels  Show  Bisgest  Increase 

In  a  recent  letter  Sam  Solomon  states:  "Here- 
with our  report  for  the  Du-Plex  Wheels  for  the 

Fair  at ,  Wisconsin.    You  will  note  this 

shows  an  increase  of  $251.00  over  last  year's 
gross.  We  feel  this  is  remarkable  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  attendance  was  a  little  off  from 
last  year  and  we  are  carrying  more  rides.  The 
location  was  the  same,  so  we  are  willing  to 
give  the  credit  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  the 
Wheel  crew  to  get  business.  Foreman  'Red' 
Stock  had  his  men  on  the  job  early  and  late 
and  was  open  when  business  was  to  be  had. 
The  whole  Midway  had  a  very  pleasant  week, 
but  nothing  showed  a  percentage  of  increase 
like  the  Wheels." 

The  two  Wheels,  Manager  Solomon  writes 
about,  are  "De-Luxe"  1937  No.  5's,  which  he 
added  this  year  to  form  a  new  Du-Plex  Unit 
for  his  Sol's  Liberty  Shows. 

*  *     * 

Tucker  Optimistic 

Representatives  of  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
visited  the  Al.  G.  Hodge  Shows  on  September 
9,  playing  around  the  Court  House  square  in 
Pekin,  Illinois  under  Trades  and  Labor  As- 
sembly. During  our  visit  manager  W.  M. 
Tucker  stated  his  business  has  shown  a  very 
satisfactory  increase  this  season  and  he 
believes  the  next  few  years  will  be  prosperous 
ones  for  outdoor  shows  and  rides. 

His  equipment  is  all  motorized,  including  in 
the  line-up  three  BIG  ELI  Trailers.  The  rides 
are  No.  5  Wheel,  Merry-Go-Round,  Chair-0- 
Plane,  Loop-0-Plane,  Blue  Goose,  Kiddie  Auto 
and  a  new  7-car  Tilt-A- Whirl  purchased  a  few 
weeks  ago.  In  talking  about  the  new  Tilt-A- 
Whirl,  he  said,  "It  is  a  fine  money-getter,  and 
I  am  more  than  plased  with  it.  It  has  been 
improved  very  much  mechanically.  All  we 
need  is  the  crowds  and  it  gets  the  business." 

After  closing  at  Pekin  the  Shows  made  a 
long  move  into  Kentucky  for  a  string  of  fairs, 
the  first  at  Mayfield,  followed  by  Paris, 
Tennessee,  then  back  to  Paducah.  Mr.  Tucker 
plans  to  stay  in  the  South  until  around  the  end 
of  the  celebration  season,  then  truck  back  to 
home  quarters  at  Gary,  Indiana. 

*  *     * 

Mr.  M.  Courtright,  who  operated  R.  K.  Good- 
ing's No.  5  this  season,  proudly  announces  the 
addition  of  an  8  pound  future  BIG  ELI 
Operator  to   the   Courtright   household. 


The  Chicago  Daily  News,  of  August  16  carried 
an  interesting  account  of  the  activities  of 
Ride-Man  M.  J.  Doolan,  of  342  West  69th 
Street.  Mr.  Doolan  was  born  and  raised  on 
Chicago's  south  side,  the  item  states.  When  a 
boy  he  became  a  "high  pitchman"  and  later 
joined  the  Ringling  Show  in  Denver  as  canvas- 
man.  After  five  years  with  the  Circus  he 
entered  the  concession  business,  operating  with 
Carnivals.  His  next  step  was  into  the  Riding 
Device  business  which  now  is  his  main  interest. 
His  field  of  activity  is  the  Chicago  district, 
where  he  operates  at  a  number  of  Church 
Carnivals  each  year.  Mr.  Doolan  is  given 
credit  for  changing  the  scope  of  church  benefits 
from  the  old-fashioned  bazaar  to  the  modern 
festival  resembling  a  Carnival.  Several  sets  of 
rides  are  kept  busy  by  these  activities,  and 
among  the  rides  are  three  No.  12  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  and  three  7-car  Tilt-A-Whirls. 

*  *     * 

Plenty  of  Power  and  Speed 

When  Neal  Creamer,  of  Coleman  Brothers' 
Shows  purchased  a  new  Octopus  ride,  he  picked 
tor  power  equipment  an  ELI  POWER  UNIT. 
How  this  Unit  is  delivering  the  'goods'  is 
evidenced  by  statements  taken  from  recent 
letters  from  Mr.  Creamer. 

"We  had  no  trouble  putting  the  pully  on 
the  Octopus.  The  V-belt  assembly  is  working 
perfectly  and  they  take  a  lot  of  punishment — 
picking  up  the  load  so  often."  From  a  later 
letter:  "The  ELI  Power  Unit  is  giving  very 
good  service.  I  never  have  to  run  it  with  the 
throttle  entirely  open,  as  it  has  plenty  of 
speed  and  power  to  pull  the  loaded  Octopus 
with  lever  set  in  the  middle  notch." 

At  Ithaca,  New  York  the  Coleman  Shows 
were  caught  in  a  severe  flood.  Writing  from 
Balston  Spa,  on  September  1st,  Mr.  Creamer 
states:  "When  the  flood  came  on  us  the  Power 
Unit  stood  in  about  two  feet  of  water.  We 
dragged  it  to  higher  ground  and  here  is  the 
part  you  want  to  hear!  After  an  oil-change  and 
a  magneto  dry-out,  it  is  running  as  sweetly 
as  ever." 

♦  +     * 

Writes  Simon  Krause  from  the  Kaus  United 
Shows:  "I  want  to  tell  you  the  new  No.  5 
arrived  here  on  July  21st  and  it  certainly  looks 
good  to  everybody.  It  makes  a  wonderful 
flash  on  the  Midway.  Lester  Reed,  BIG  ELI 
Operator  of  Alton,  Illinois  came  in  on  time 
and  everything  is  going  O.  K." 
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Ti*;o  youngsters  from  the  Yellowstone  Shows 

"She  is  the  pride  and  'boss'  of  the  Yellowstone 
Shows,"  writes  Mrs.  W.  S.  Neal,  Secretary  of 
the  Shows,  when  she  sent  in  this  picture  of 
her  four  year  old  daughter  Teddy  Neal.  "The 
young  gentleman  with  her  is  two  year  old  Bee 
Bee  Messenger." 

We  are  sure  these  two  live  wires  keep  things 
humming  around  the  Yellowstone  Shows;  and 
we  thank  Mrs.  Neal  for  sending  this  fine  picture. 


Mrs.  Anna  Jane  Pearson  in  a  recent  visit 
advised  the  Pearsons  Shows  closed  the  season 
at  Clinton,  Illinois  on  the  25th  of  September 
and  went  into  quarters  at  Pana. 

On  the  27th,  with  her  7-car  Tilt-A-Whirl, 
Kiddie  Auto  and  Penny  Arcade,  Mrs.  Pearson 
left  for  Arkansas  where  she  joined  the  Superior 
Shows  for  a  string  of  Fairs  in  the  cotton 
district. 

*     *     * 

It's  an  eight  and  one-half  pound  girl,  Florence 
Charlotte,  who  arrived  on  August  31st  at  the 
E.  F.  Small's  with  the  Buckeye  State  Shows. 
Papa  is  foreman  of  the  Tilt-A-Whirl  and  is 
well  known  among  Ride-Men  as  a  BIG  ELI 
operator. 


Admired  By  Thousands 

Less  than  a  week  after  Erie  Box  Car  97,463 
rolled  west  out  of  Jacksonville,  Mr.  C.  A. 
Zeigler  was  unloading  from  it,  at  Seattle, 
Washington,  a  new  No.  12  Wheel  purchased  by 
Mr.  W.  C.  Jones,  of  Redondo  Beach. 

"Just  a  report  of  the  No.  12  Wheel  you  sold 
to  Mr.  Jones,"  he  wrote  on  July  9.  "I  had  the 
pleasure  ot  opening  the  car  and  checking  it 
out  and  moving  it  to  Yakima  for  its  first  job, 
as  it  is  booked  with  one  of  my  Shows.  Every- 
thing in  the  car  was  complete  and  in  perfect 
order.  The  new  Wheel  certainly  looks  fine  and 
it  was  admired  by  thousands  of  people  at  its 
initial  stand  at  Yakima." 


Dan  W.  Leslie  has  joined  the  Kaus  Shows  with 
his  7-car  Tilt-A-Whirl  for  a  string  of  southern 
fairs.  He  formerly  operated  with  the  Peerless 
Exposition  Shows. 


Our  good  friend  Axel  Bendixen,  Commander  of 
the  American  Exposition  Shows  of  South 
Dakota,  surprises  us  with  a  postal  card  from 
Vienna,  Austria,  which  pictures  one  of  the  very 
few  Ferris  Wheels  of  massive  structure  remain- 
ing in  the  world  today.  This  Wheel  closely 
resembles  the  giant  machine  erected  at  Chicago 
in  1893  by  George  Washington  Ferris,  which 
made  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition 
famous. 

Friend  Axel  does  not  comment  on  his  visit  in 
Europe.  The  card  states:  "Am  leaving  South- 
ampton on  theQueen  Mary  September  29th." 


J.  R.  Edwards  Shows,  of  Wooster,  Ohio,  have 
wound  up  the  season  and  placed  the  equipment 
in  storage.  Mr.  Edwards  will  have  his  No.  5 
Wheel  Seats  refinished,  and  other  work  done 
on  the  Wheel  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  this 
winter.  In  a  recent  letter  he  states:  "We  are 
planning  to  pay  your  factory  a  visit  sometime 
late  in  October." 


Lew  Marcuse  advises  the  Joyland  Shows, 
managed  by  Roscoe  T.  Wade  of  Detroit,  are 
slated  to  close  after  a  three  day  celebration  at 
Zeeland,  Michigan  on  October  12,  13  and  14. 
The  new  Tilt-A-Whirl  has  been  enjoying  fine 
business,  he  informs  us. 


October 


Big  Eli  News 


71 


A  night  vieiv  of  Eastivood  Park,  Detroit 


Eastwood  Park,  near  Detroit,  Michigan,  as  it 
appears  at  night  is  depicted  in  this  interesting 
view  provided  by  James  Helms,  operator  of 
the  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 

To  the  left  is  the  Aeroplane  Swing,  carrying 
many  electric  lamps.  In  the  glass-walled 
circular  building  (neon  decorated)  is  a  new 
Merry-Go-Round  and  close  by  it  the  No.  12 
Wheel  with  star  and  outer  light  circle.  The 
two  discs  of  light  near  the  Wheel  were  made 
by  the  dual  Loop-0-Plane  which  was  in  action 
when  the  picture  was  taken. 

In  a  late  letter  Mr.  Helms  states:  "The  BIG 
ELI  is  doing  well  this  season,  in  fact,  better 
than  any  year  since  it  was  installed.  I  think  it 
is  the  location,  as  I  moved  it  to  the  center  of 
the  Park  last  fall  to  the  spot  where  the  old 
Merry-Go-Round  stood." 


"How  are  you  all?"  post-cards  head-man  Joe 
Skerbeck,  of  the  Skerbeck  Amusement  Com- 
pany, from  Antigo,  Wisconsin.  "So  far  every- 
thing is  fine  with  us.  Have  had  a  very  good 
season  with  the  No.  5  Wheel  which  is  going 
better  than  ever  before." 

When  Mr.  Skerbeck  says,  "better  than 
ever,"  he  means  the  No.  5  is  really  clicking 
because  it  has  hung  up  some  records  for 
money-making  in  the  past.  For  instance,  in 
1931  it  took  in  $628.15  to  take  first  prize  in  our 
Fourth  of  July  Contest;  and  in  1936  it  galloped 
again  into  top  place  with  a  take  of  $618.65. 


"The  new  Tilt-A-Whirl,"  writes  J.  F.  Sparks, 
"is  certainly  living  up  to  our  expectations. 
The  past  week  it  did  very  well." 


THREE  GOOD  "DEALS"  FOR  ANY  RIDE-MAN 

A  Big  Eli  Wheel  to  Make  Money 

An  Eli  Power  Unit  to  Guarantee  Profits 

A  Big  Eli  Trailer  to  Cut  Your  Moving  Costs 
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EDITORIAL 

r\N  A  RECENT  September  afternoon  an 
^^  unusual  visitor  walked  into  our  Office, 
introducing  himself  about  this  way:  "My  name 
is  Davey,  an  Amusement  Man  of  New  Zealand. 
I  have  known  of  you  a  long  time  as  a  regular 
reader  of  BIG  ELI  NEWS.  While  passing 
through  your  city  it  is  my  desire  to  look 
through  your  factory." 

We  welcomed  Mr.  Davey  and  willingly 
pushed  aside  our  work  to  exchange  information 
with  him  during  his  stay  here.  Later  admitting 
his  first  intention  was  to  spend  just  a  short 
time  .  .  .  this  interesting  visitor  spent  about 
eight  hours  with  us.  We  were  sincerely  pleased 
with  a  personal  meeting  that  had  been  produced 
by  a  long  time  interest  in  this  magazine. 

Elsewhere  in  these  pages  we  tell  you  about 
the  amusement  equipment  owned  by  Mr. 
Charles  Davey  and  his  partner  Norman  Miller, 
of  Auckland,  New  Zealand.  Traveling  about 
7,000  miles  to  reach  Los  Angeles  Mr.  Davey 
expected  to  travel  about  7,000  miles  in  this 
Country  from  Pacific  to  Atlantic,  through  the 
Southland  and  back  to  California.  Spending 
several  weeks  in  the  U.  S.  A.  he  was  vacation- 
ing, visiting  amusement  locations,  including 
Piers,  Beaches,  Traveling  Companies,  Parks 
and  Expositions.  By  the  time  he  returns  to  his 
native  Country  and  City  the  total  of  this  trip 
will  be  over  20,000  miles. 


Outlining  his  opinion  of  the  necessary 
qualifications  for  successful  business  Mr.  Davey 
stated  tour  requirements,  later  going  into  more 
detail  to  explain  his  experiences. 

1.  Character.  Reputation  is  but  the  reflec- 
tion of  any  man's  real  character.  The  public 
outlook  upon  any  business  is  finally  decided  by 
the  character  of  the  men  operating  that  busi- 
ness. The  Miller  and  Davey  Amusements  in 
New  Zealand  are  well  thought  of  because  the 
men  who  operate  the  business  believe  in  honesty, 
square  dealings  and  high  moral  standards. 

2.  Frankness.  When  Mr.  Davey  and  Mr. 
Miller  became  partners  they  agreed  to  be  frank 
in  all  of  their  expressions  one  with  the  other. 
Their  conversations  tend  toward  brutal  frank- 
ness occasionally  but  this  brings  more  complete 
understanding  and  better  feeling  when  opposite 
opinions  are  stated  and  disagreements  adjusted. 

3.  Clean  Amusements.  This  was  briefly 
mentioned  in  point  No.  1.  They  operate  clean 
concessions,  well  finished  and  kept-up  rides  and 
do  not  attempt  to  fool  the  public.  Most  cele- 
brations in  New  Zealand  are  of  short  duration, 
just  a  few  days.  The  actual  time  for  amusement 
patronage  is  reduced  to  a  limited  number  of 
hours,  but  these  are  busy  hours,  taxing  the 
capacity  of  all  attractions. 

4.  Safety  First.  All  of  the  equipment  must 
be  in  first  class  mechanical  condition.  The 
majority  of  operating  hours  are  in  daytime. 
Thus  the  finish  and  decorations  on  the  rides 
must  be  outstanding.  Good  wages  are  paid  the 
ride  help  and  thus  the  management  is  assured 
of  a  high  class  among  the  laboring  men  and 
every  possible  attention  to  the  equipment. 

Thus  instead  of  one-half  the  World  not 
knowing  what  the  other  half  is  doing  we  get 
some  insight  into  amusement  half-way  around 
the  World;  where  the  seasons  are  opposite  ours; 
but  where  the  interests  of  people  are  largely 
the  same  as  in  our  Country.  Welcome  to 
America,  Mr.  Davey,  we  hope  your  visit  here 
was  pleasant  and  that  you  will  continue  to  read 
BIG  ELI  NEWS  in  years  to  come. 


Think  and  act  in  terms  of  friendliness  .  .  . 
not  for  what  you  can  get  out  of  it,  but 
what  you  can  put  into  it.  You  will  not 
only  discover  a  change  in  your  business, 
but  also  in  your  disposition. 

Broad  Hint. 
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EASY  TO  HANDLE 

SAFE  TO  OPERATE 

PROFITABLE  TO  OWN 


This  picture  shotis  Mrs.  J.  L.  Barker's  No.  5  and  BABY  ELI 

operated  side  by  side  at  the   1937  Morgan  County  Fair  at 

Jacksonville.     Many   children   rode   the   little   Wheel   and    it 

turned  in  a  satisfactory  gross  income. 


Three  Qualities  that 
make  the  BABY 
ELI  Wheel  a  sood 
Kiddie-Ride. 

SIMPLE— The  BABY  ELI 
comes  complete  with  every- 
thing needed  to  erect  and 
operate.  It  is  entirely  port- 
able and  can  be  moved  on  a 
iy2  ton  truck.  Tv^'o  men 
can  set  it  up  in  11/2  hours 
and  one  man  only  is  needed 
to  operate  it. 

SAFE— One  look  at  the 
BABY  ELI  convinces  the 
most  cautious  parent  that  it 
is  safe.  Seats  are  of  wood, 
steel  reinforced,  finished  in 
red  and  green  and  finely 
upholstered.  Frame  is  struc- 
tural steel. 

PROFITABLE— Moderate 
first  cost  and  low  mainten- 
ance make  profits  a  certainty 
on  the  BABY  ELI  Wheel. 
It  is  always  popular  with 
small  children  and  will  add 
much  to  the  pulling  power 
of  any  Midway. 


Let  Us  Tell  You  More  About  This  Dependable  Kiddie  Ride 


••• 


ELI   BRIDGE  COMPANY 

BUILDERS  OF  DEPENDABLE  PRODUCTS 


JACKSONVILLE 


ILLINOIS 
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BIG  ELI  TALKS 


Neai  Creamer,  of  Coleman  Brothers'  Shoivs,  uses  this  24'foot 
BIG  ELI  Semi  Trailer  to  move  his  Octopus  ride 


A  RE  STANDARD  BIG  ELI  Trailers  Prac- 
'^^  tical  for  handling  all  Amusement  Equip- 
ment? This  question  was  raised  by  some  ride 
owners  who  were  informed  by  Trailer  Com- 
panies that  the  loading  of  certain  riding  devices 
required  a  specially  built  Trailer;  that  some 
manufacturers  were  building  this  special 
trailer  for  the  rides  in  question. 

A  well  built  Trailer  of  standard  width  and 
long  enough  to  handle  the  longest  pieces  of 
any  riding  device  will  satisfactorily  transport 
your  equipment.  Sometimes  closed  body  jobs 
are  more  satisfactory  than  open  type  bodies  for 
certain  riding  devices,  open  or  closed  type 
bodies  are  a  matter  of  choice  and  can  be 
supplied  on  any  Trailer.  After  all,  the  most 
important  part  of  a  Semi-Trailer  outfit  is  its 
construction  to  handle  a  required  load  and  do 
so  continuously  week  after  week  and  year 
after  year  without  mechanical  failure. 

The  BIG  ELI  Trailer  will  handle  its  capacity 
load  plus  a  reasonable  amount  of  overload 
without  injury  to  the  Trailer  itself.  We  have 
always  preferred  the  use  of  structural  steel 
with  full  size  rivets  driven  hot.  This  gives  a 
strong  flexible  frame.  First  quality  malleable 
iron  castings  and  cold  rolled  steel  fifth  wheel 
king  pin  makes  the  BIG  ELI  Trailer  safe  at 
all  times.  (Notice  the  BIG  ELI  Trailer  Frame 
picture  on  Back  Cover.) 

In  the  spring  of  1937  Mr.  Neal  Creamer,  of 
Wiscasset,  Maine  contracted  his  new  Octopus 


on  Coleman  Bros.  Shows.  After  thorough 
investigation  he  ordered  a  BIG  ELI  '24-foot 
Semi-Trailer  for  transporting  the  Octopus. 
His  method  of  loading  is  shown  by  the  accom- 
panying picture  with  which  Mr.  Creamer  in- 
cluded this  statement:  "Note  lots  of  room  left 
on  the  rear  of  trailer.  Tail  gate  is  not  used. 
Winch  mounted  on  front  of  Trailer  outside." 

In  another  letter  to  us  Mr.  Creamer  said: 
"The  Trailer  excites  much  favorable  com- 
ment on  this  Show.  At  first  packing  the 
Octopus  all  on  was  a  problem,  but  each 
week  we  found  some  way  to  improve  the 
job  and  save  space  until  now  we  think  we 
do  a  99%  perfect  job.  At  any  rate  we  tear 
down  and  load  in  three  hours  and  have 
lots  of  space  to  spare  on  Trailer.  We  have 
our  winch  mounted  on  front  end  of  Trailer 
outside  and  draw  the  heavy  center  section 
forward  until  the  big  crank  has  passed 
through  the  front  rack.  Then  it  is  turned 
to  point  skyward  so  as  not  to  interfere 
with  the  cab  of  tractor  on  short  turns. 

"The  rear  of  center  section  is  anchored 
to  the  Trailer  floor  with  chain  and  eye 
bolts,  then  winch  takes  up  all  slack  in 
chain  and  cable  and  is  locked  tight  for  the 
haul  up  and  down  hill." 

Mr.  Creamer's  Octopus,  also  truck  and  trailer 
were  in  a  flood  during  late  August.  He  sent  us 
a  picture  of  the  truck  almost  completely 
covered  and  only  the  top  stakes  of  the  Trailer 
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were  exposed.  When  writing  us  about  this  he 
said:  "We  got  the  Octopus  ELI  engine  out 
through  two  feet  of  water,  the  truck  and 
ELI  Trailer  were  a  bit  lower  and  beyond 
hope  of  moving.  The  truck  had  to  have  a 
complete  overhaul  by  the  Chevrolet  Agency 
but  there  was  no  damage  to  the  BIG  ELI 
Trailer — just  had  to  wash  off  the  silt.  The 
air  controls  for  the  brakes  worked  perfectly 
and  after  eight  or  ten  miles  the  brake 
bands  dried  out  and  the  brakes  worked 
efficiently.  Business  was  good  until  the 
flood  came. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Neal  Creamer." 

Mr.  Creamer's  BIG  ELI  Trailer  has  seen 
service  thoughout  the  1937  season  over  con- 
siderable mountainous  territory,  and  has  been 
in  one  serious  flood.  It  is  now  ready  for  many 
more  continuous  seasons  handling  his  Octopus. 
We  don't  claim  to  build  the  only  Trailer  that 
will  satisfactorily  transport  the  Octopus  Ride, 
but  we  do  claim  that  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers 
will  handle  this  ride  easily  and  efficiently. 
*     *     * 

Mr.  Chas.  Davey,  of  New  Zealand,  whose 
visit  here  is  mentioned  in  our  Editorial  page  is 
especially  interested  in  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailers. 
Mr.  Davey  and  his  partner,  Mr.  Miller,  own 
a  Scooter  Ride,  Merry-Go-Round,  Miniature 
Railway,  Chairplane,  Atlantic  Flyer  and 
Rolling  Wave.  They  are  now  transporting  this 
equipment  by  rail  but  the  cost  is  very  high  and 
looking  to  the  future  Mr.  Davey  desires  to  buy 


some  BIG  ELI  Trailers  in  the  next  two  years. 
He  reports  that  road  conditions  are  rapidly 
improving  in  the  north  Island  of  the  New 
Zealand  group  and  when  .several  large  bridges 
have  been  replaced  with  heavier  structures  they 
are  sure  to  motorize  the  transportation 
equipment. 

We  explained  to  him  the  steel  framework  of 
a  BIG  ELI  Trailer,  told  him  of  the  genuine 
Timken  Axle,  Budd  steel  wheels,  and  B-K 
Brakes  that  are  standard  with  us.  He  states 
that  while  the  cost  of  these  Trailers  delivered 
in  New  Zealand  will  be  about  two  and  one-half 
times  what  they  cost  at  the  Factory,  that  they 
will  pay  for  themselves  in  transportation 
saving. 

Being  a  finished  carpenter  himself,  Mr. 
Davey  built  their  Scooter  House  which  is 
entirely  portable  and  can  be  quickly  moved. 
However,  he  admits  to  truck  his  material  to 
railroad  cars,  load  and  ship  it,  unload  and  re- 
truck  is  a  big  task  and  that  he  wants  to  get 
away  from  so  many  handlings  as  well  as  high 
freight  costs. 

Any  amusement  man,  whether  in  America, 
New  Zealand,  England,  or  any  other  Country 
can  safely  handle  his  equipment  with  BIG 
ELI  Semi-Trailers. 

May  we  look  forward  to  the  coming  Con- 
vention season  at  Chicago  and  Kansas  City 
with  the  hope  of  meeting  and  talking  with  you 
face  to  face  about  transportation  for  1938? 
Sincerely, 

BEN  O.  ROODHOUSE, 
Sales  Manager. 


Equipment  YOU  will  be 
PROUD  to  Own 

When  you  offer  your  patrons  a  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  dressed  up  with  De-Li<.ve 
White  Enameled  Seats,  they  show 
their  approval  of  your  good  taste  with 
bigger  profits  at  the  ticket  box. 

For  the  1938  selling  season  we  are 
finishing  a  limited  number  of  these 
seats.  In  their  preparation  five  coats 
of  high-quality  paints  are  used,  pro- 
ducing a  high-gloss,  hard-surface 
finish  of  long  lasting  texture.  Deco- 
rations are  Standard  Decalcomania 
Transfers  on  the  seat  backs,  ends 
and  foot-boards. 

"De-Luxe"  Seats  are  available  on  any  adult  model  Wheel.  Their  slight  additional 
cost  is  easily  made  back  in  one  good  hour  of  operation.  Why  not  make  your  1938 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  a  "De-Luxe"  Model? 
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A  PROSPECTIVE  Wheel  Owner  recently 
"^*'  wrote  us  of  his  plans  to  place  a  BIG  ELI 
in  a  good  amusement  park  during  the  summer 
seasons  and  then  wanted  to  take  the  Wheel  for 
celebration  dates  after  Labor  Day,  the  official 
park  season  closing  date.  Our  recommendation 
to  him  was  the  No.  12  Wheel.  It  has  plenty  of 
flash  for  the  average  amusement  park  and  yet 
weighing  only  slightly  over  13,000  lbs.  can 
readily  be  transported  for  portable  operation. 

Some  owners  prefer  the  No.  12  for  regular 
portable  service. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Pheister,  of  Ashley,  North  Dakota 
operates  riding  devices  at  independent  celebra- 
tions in  northwest  territory.  He  bought  a  No. 
12  BIG  ELI  for  this  purpose,  which  left  our 
factory  on  August  14. 


The  No.  12 
BIG  ELI, 

because  oF  its 

greater  height, 

compares  well 

with  other  large 

Park  Rides. 

For  portable 
operation  it  is 
easily  moved; 
and  wherever 
operated,  is  a 

dependable 
money-maker. 


Joseph  and  J.  Paul  Hoefelmeyer,  of  Muske- 
gon, Michigan  bought  their  No.  12  Wheel  for 
location  at  the  Muskegon  Centennial  and  then 
for  celebration  dates  following.  This  was  a 
1937  Model  No.  12. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Jones,  of  Seattle,  Washington 
bought  a  No.  12  BIG  ELI  which  left  our  factory 
for  Yakima,  Washington  on  June  24. 

Badger  State  Amusement  Company,  Mr. 
Jack  Vomberg  carries  a  No.  12  Wheel  on  his 
outfit. 

Almost  25%  of  the  38  BIG  ELI  Wheels  sold 
and  shipped  from  our  Factory  in  1937  were  of 
No.  12  size.  This  Wheel  is  a  capable  and 
popular  money-getter.  It  has  a  majestic 
appearance,  great  electric  lighting  possibilities 
as  its  45  feet  of  height  really  shows  up  on  any 
midway. 
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One  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Owner  whose  Wheel 
was  shipped  from  our  Factory  in  late  June 
admitted  to  us  in  a  telephone  conversation  he 
had  been  so  busy  during  the  active  season  that 
it  was  impossible  to  write  long  letters  regarding 
his  experience.  Mr.  Joseph  Hoefelmeyer 
promised  to  write  such  a  letter  when  the  season 
is  over  and  the  equipment  stored  away  for  the 
winter.  On  July  12  he  wired  us  about  this  way. 
"Sorry  we  have  been  so  neglectful  in 
writing  but  too  busy.  Nice  Fourth  about 
three  hundred.  Worked  big  picnic  last 
Saturday,  three  hundred  fifty.  Wheel  a 
beauty  and  working  swell.  Very  proud  of 
it.     Hoefelmeyer." 

Thus  you  have  the  opinion  of  this  BIG  ELI 
Owner. 

Gooding  Greater  Shows,  of  Columbus,  Ohio 
has  had  long  experience  in  the  riding  device 
business.  Upon  receipt  of  their  1937  Model 
No.  12  BIG  ELI,  General  Manager  F.  E. 
Gooding  wrote  us  as  follows: 

"Gentlemen  and  Friends:  We  are  taking 
this  opportunity  to  express  our  grateful 
appreciation  for  the  New  No.  12  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  which  was  delivered  to  us  at 
Columbus,  Ohio  July  26.  This  ride  surely 
is  a  finished  product  and  the  white 
enamel  seats  with  special  decorations 
appeal  to  every  one.  We  found  the  ride 
complete  in  every  detail.  In  fact  the 
writer  tried  hard  to  find  something  to 
complain  about  but  BIG  ELI  Products 
always  make  such  a  motive  a  real 
problem.  This  is  the  seventh  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  that  we  have  the  pleasure  of 
owning.  Among  some  thirty  other  riding 
devices  we  have  always  found  the  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  the  most  profitable  because 
of  its  continuous  popularity  in  all  the 
territory  in  which  we  operate.  Year  after 
year  this  ride  turns  in  splendid  gross 
and  the  repairs  are  very  minor.    Some- 


times we  go  an  entire  season  without 
any  expense  for  repairs  worth  mention- 
ing on  these  rides.  In  fact  we  have  two 
No.  5  Wheels  which  have  been  in  con- 
tinuous operation  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years.  Naturally  we  have  repainted  the 
iron  work  many  times,  we  have  up- 
holstered and  refinished  the  seats  on 
several  occasions,  also  replaced  the 
Power  Units  from  time  to  time  and 
made  other  necessary  repairs  but  the 
encouraging  feature  about  these  devices 
is  the  fact  that  they  have  many  more 
years  of  service  left  in  them.  We  cannot 
say  too  much  about  the  splendid  work- 
manship incorporated  in  BIG  ELI 
Wheels. 

"Our  first  6  days'  operation  on  the  No. 
12  showed  an  income  of  $600.  While  this 
is  not  a  real  large  amount  of  business, 
still,  we  were  highly  elated  for  such  a 
fine  patronage  on  the  ride,  especially 
just  preceding  our  Fair  dates. 

"Again  we  thank  you  for  furnishing 
us  such  a  fine  product  and  we  wish  you 
continued  success  in  manufacturing 
riding  devices.  With  best  wishes  to  all 
of  you,  we  remain. 

Respectfully  yours, 

THE  GOODING  GREATER 

SHOWS,  Inc., 
F.  E.  Gooding,  General  Mgr." 
With  these  statements  by  Mr.  Hoefelmeyer 
and  Mr.  Gooding  we  close  this  article  feeling 
that  recommendations  of  actual  users  of  BIG 
ELI  Products  prove  more  than  all  of  the  claims 
we  could  write  in  pages  about  the  construction, 
and  money-earning  power  of  the  BIG  ELI 
Wheel. 

Write  us  for  information  about  a  BIG  ELI 
for  1938.  Other  men  are  entering  the  riding 
device  business  and  making  a  success  of  it, 
why  not  you? 


If  you  find  a  small  Pink  Card  tucked  in  at  this  page  when  you  get  your  copy 
of  BIG  ELI  NEWS,  fill  in  the  spaces  on  that  card  with  your  name  and  address, 
put  on  a  Ic  stamp  and  MAIL  IT  TO  US  RIGHT  AWAY! 

That  card  means  Subscription  Renewal  time  is  here.  We  make  no 
charge  for  mailing  this  magazine  to  you,  but  we  must  check  our  mailing 
list  regularly  to  know  whether  you  are  interested  in  reading  and  receiving 
BIG  ELI  NEWS.  When  the  card  is  returned  here,  we  will  again  place  your 
name  on  the  Mailing  List  for  another  twelve  issues.  So,  if  you  find  a  card — 
MAIL  IT  NOW! 
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THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 


MORErABOUT  WHEEL  SPEEDS 

\\7RITES  a  customer  from  Texas:  "I  want 
'^ '  to  ask  you  a  question:  Is  it  dangerous  to 
run  the  Wheel  fast?  Some  on  the  Show  said 
mine  turns  too  slow,  so  the  operator  ran  a  rope 
to  the  Power  Unit  governor  and  he  spins  the 
Wheel  around,  much  to  my  dislike.  Some 
riders  seem  to  like  it,  but  I'm  afraid  something 
will  happen  to  the  Wheel.  Please  advise  me 
how  fast  a  Wheel  should  run." 

In  the  May-June  NEWS  last  year  we  went 
into  this  subject  of  operating  speed  and  re- 
called that  the  first  Eli  Power  Units,  with  3:1 
gear  drive  and  15-inch  pulley  turned  the  No. 
5  Wheel  4  revolutions  per  manLate.  A  few  years 
later  more  speed  was  demanded,  and  still  using 
the  3:1  ratio  we  increased  the  No.  5  speed  to 
5  revolutions  per  minute  by  using  an  18-inch 
pulley.  The  1936  Power  Units  have  a  2:1  gear 
ratio  and  with  a  15-inch  pulley,  drive  the  No. 
5  Wheel  6}4  revolutions  per  minute.  This  is 
the  highest  speed  we  recommend  on  the  No.  5, 
which  will  not  go  beyond  the  limits  of  absolute 
safety. 

There  is  one  practice  mentioned  in  this 
customer's  letter  which  should  be  discouraged 
by  every  ride  man  who  owns  an  Eli  Power  Unit. 
We  refer  to  fixing  a  string  to  the  governor  so 


The  BIG  ELI  is  a  fine  money-maker.   Give 
it  a  chance  to  do  its  best. 


the  operator  can  "gun"  the  Wheel  after  he  gets 
the  load  going.  There  is  but  one  thing  to  be 
had  from  such  a  practice,  and  that  is  engine 
trouble  and  repairs. 

The  Eli  Power  Unit  is  designed  to  deliver  its 
greatest  power  and  best  service  at  1200  revolu- 
tions per  minute  and  it  is  the  purpose  of  the 
governor  to  maintain  this  speed  as  closely  as 
possible  regardless  of  a  heavy  or  light  load. 
Every  operator  has  seen  how  the  governor 
opens  the  throttle  on  a  load  and  eases  it  off  as 
the  pull  decreases.  When  this  happens  there  is 
a  slight  variation  in  speed,  which  the  governor 
tends  to  lessen  and  also  tends  to  prevent  any 
excessive  speed  in  the  engine. 

Meddling  with  the  governor  not  only  makes 
greater  wear  on  the  motor,  but  sooner  or  later 
the  governor  will  have  to  be  over-hauled.  We 
know  this  to  be  a  fact,  because  a  number  of 
governors  have  been  worked  over  in  our  shop, 
and  every  one  of  them  when  received  here 
showed  signs  ot  "meddling"  by  some  mis- 
informed operator  or  mechanic. 

The  proper  way  to  increase  the  speed  is  to 
put  a  larger  pulley  on  the  Power  Unit.  If  your 
Power  Unit  has  a  3:1  gear  it  will  turn  the  pulley 
400  r.p.m.  Using  a  15-inch  pulley  at  this  speed 
a  No.  5  Wheel  turns  4  revolutions.  Putting  on 
an  18-inch  pulley  will  step  the  speed  up  one 
revolution  per  minute  faster. 

An  increase  of  speed,  if  it  is  steady,  will 
please  more  riders  than  sudden  spurts  of  motion, 
which  some  operators  term  a  "thrill."  FVom 
the  experience  of  other  Wheel  Owners  we  are 
convinced  these  quick  bursts  of  speed  scare 
away  more  riders  than  are  ever  drawn  by  it. 

The  Wheel  Owner  is  after  profits,  and  the 
method  of  operation  that  pleases  most  people 
with  the  least  drain  on  income  for  operating 
expense,  will  in  the  long  run  return  him  the 
greatest  net  income. 


CARL  DAVIS 

Carl  Davis,  nephew  of  Mrs.  N.  L.  Creson,  of 
the  Lee  Amusement  Company,  died  almost 
instantly  after  a  trailer  had  passed  over  his 
body  when  he  fell  from  a  truck  near  Seale, 
Alabama  on  September  7.  Mr  Davis  apparently 
went  to  sleep  and  fell  off  the  truck  in  which  he 
was  riding.  He  was  employed  by  manager  N. 
Lee  Creson  as  operator  of  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 
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Outbound  from  the  BIG  ELI 
Factory  for  Philadelphia  with  a 
new  No.  5  Wheel  for  R.  H.  Miner. 
This  picture  shows  Stanley  Line- 
bach,  of  Bloomsburg,  N.  J.,  (left) 
and  Raymond  Parker,  of  Lambert- 
ville,  N.  J.  Mr.  Parker  has  been 
associated  with  R.  H.  Miner,  of 
the  Miner  Model  Shows  since  1923. 
(See  Page  67  for  Mr.  Miner's 
comments  on  the  new  Wheel.) 


Another  BIG  ELI  leaves  the  Factory 


"DEARDSTOWN,  ILLINOIS  and  the  46th 
■^^  annual  Fish  Fry  was  the  goal  of  25  mem- 
bers of  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  family  on  August 
6th,  and  the  Park  Hotel  in  Beardstown  our 
particular  destination.  There  we  had  a  bounti- 
ful banquet  on  Channel  Cat  Fish,  topped  off 
by  a  very  merry  evening  on  the  midway  of 
Miller  Brothers'  Shows. 

Going  into  the  past  we  find  this  was  the  16th 
trip  of  the  BIG  ELI  folk  to  the  annual  Beards- 
town  Fish  Fry.  On  our  first  trip  the  old  Tom 
Moss  Shows  were  on  the  Midway. 

*  *     * 

Lyle  Davis,  of  the  cost  accounting  depart- 
ment is  back  on  the  job  fully  recovered  from 
an  emergency  appendicitis  operation. 

*  ♦     * 

Vacations  are  now  ended  and  all  departments 
in  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  are  settling  down  to  a 
steady  gait  for  winter  production. 

+     *     * 

The  boys  from  the  paint  shop  have  just  put 
the  finishing  touches  on  a  trim  little  outboard 
cabin  cruiser  for  Lee  A.  Sullivan,  who  expects 
to  launch  the  boat  soon  on  Jacksonville's  Lake 
Mauvaisterre.  Lee  A.  Sullivan,  Jr.  has  appointed 
himself  first  mate  of  the  crew. 


Visitors  with  us  recently  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walter  Hartsock  and  Roy  Hartsock,  of 
Brashear,  Missouri;  Ed  Corey,  of  Pierron,  111.; 
Mrs.  Marie  Sinuckler,  of  the  Royal  Palm 
Shows;  Ralph  R.  Miller,  Miller  Amusements; 
Miss  Frances  Ellman,  of  Milwaukee,  and  J.  W. 
Adams  and  Operator  Sam  Tyus,  of  the  Dyer 
Greater  Shows. 


In  Loving  Memory 

of 

W.  E.   fDAD)  SULLIVAN 

1861-1932 

He  left  us  5  years  ago  October  15th. 
There  is  a  voice  from  his  tomb 
sweeter  than  song  ...  a  remembrance 
of  liim  to  which  we  turn,  even  from 
the  charms  of  the  living.  These 
things  we  would  not  exchange  for 
songs  of  pleasure  or  bursts  of  revelry. 
God  gave  us  memory  that  we  may 
keep  him  with  us  always. 


A  Sturdy  Trailer  Must  Have  A  Strong  Frame 


From  the  floor  dotvn  no  tvood  is  used  in  a  BIG  ELI  Trailer 


BUILT  TO  HANDLE  THE  HARD  MOVING  JOBS 

Note  carefully  the  structure  of  this  BIG  ELI  Trailer  chassis.  There  are  no  die-pressed  parts  of 
uncertain  strength.  The  entire  frame  is  built  of  structural  steel — hot  riveted  for  greatest  strength 
with  full  flexibility. 

Main  members  are  6"  channels  full  length  of  frame.  These  support  2"  x  2"  x  Vi"  floor 
angles,  which  are  braced  by  1%"  x  1%"  x  %"  angles.  End  members  are  6"  channels;  side  frame 
3"  X  2"  X  3/16"  angles  to  which  are  hot-riveted  malleable  iron  stake  pockets.  As  additional 
support  on  the  24-foot  model  7/8"  round  truss  rods  are  used. 

A  well  built  frame  is  one  of  the  structural  features  that  makes  a  BIG  ELI  Semi-Trailer  SAFE 
TO  OWN  . . .  ECONOMICAL  TO  OPERATE  . . .  AND  USEFUL  FOR  A  LIFE-TIME. 

Solve  your  moving  problem  the  BIG  ELI  Way.    Write  for  information. 

ELI    BRIDGE    COMPANY 

BUILDERS  OF  DEPENDABLE  PRODUCTS 

JACKSONVILLE ILLINOIS 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  RIDES 


OUR  FRONT  COVER 

'T'HE  BIG  ELI  Wheel  gracing  our  front 
"^  cover  this  issue  is  William  Hoffner's  "De- 
Luxe"  No.  5  set  up  on  the  streets  at  Galesburg, 
Illinois.  The  gentleman  under  the  derby  hat 
is  our  triend  "Bill"  himself  and  near  by  is  his 
Little  Beauty  Merry-Go-Round  and  Kiddie 
Auto  Ride. 

Early  in  October  the  City  of  Galesburg, 
situated  in  the  rich  corn-belt  of  north  central 
Illinois,  observed  its  one-hundredth  birthday. 
The  celebration  took  the  form  of  an  elaborate 
Corn  Carnival  held  from  October  5th  to  9th. 
Mr.  Fred  Temple  booked  the  ride  attractions, 
and  another  main  feature  was  a  massive  Corn 
Palace  as  pictured  on  page  85. 

Galesburg  has  its  place  in  the  history  of 
Outdoor  Amusements.  It  was  in  this  city  that 
a  young  mechanical  engineer,  George  Wash- 
ington Gale  Ferris,  made  his  home;  and  he  it 
was  who  designed  and  constructed  the  great 
"Ferris"  Wheel  which  towered  high  above  all 
other  structures  of  the  World's  Columbian 
Exposition  held  in  Chicago  in  1893. 

It  was  while  watching  the  great  wheel  that 
the  late  W.  E.  Sullivan,  founder  of  Eli  Bridge 
Company,  conceived  the  idea  of  a  smaller 
wheel  that  could  be  taken  to  the  public.  His 
inventive  genius  fired  to  action,  Mr.  Sullivan's 
labors  bore  fruit  and  he  developed  an  entirely 
interchangeable  and  portable  Wheel.  This  is 
the  modern  BIG  ELI,  hundreds  of  which  may 
be  found  operating  throughout  the  United 
States  and  in  foreign  countries. 

Because  of  its  association  with  the  history 
of  the  Ferris  Wheel,  Mr.  Temple  concluded 
Galesburg  could  not  celebrate  its  centennial 
without  a  BIG  ELI.  Ride-Men  were  contacted, 
but  all  were  booked  for  that  week.  The  news 
reached  our  friend  "Bill"  Hoffner,  who  in- 
vestigated; with  the  result  that  he  moved  his 
rides  over  to  Galesburg  and  played  the  cele- 
bration with  very  good  results. 

The  front  cover  view  and  the  picture  of  the 
Corn  Palace  were  given  to  Sales  Manager 
Ben  0.  Roodhouse  during  a  visit  to  the  home 
ot  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffner  on  October  10.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Roodhouse  with  their  son.  Junior, 
left  Jacksonville  on  the  9th  and  drove  to 
Walnut,  Illinois  where  their  daughter,  Maurine, 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Hoffner's  home  at  Polo, 
Illinois.   The  lady  is  Mrs.  Hoffner. 


is  teaching  in  the  schools  of  that  city.  The  next 
morning  they  drove  to  Polo,  some  forty  miles 
farther  north  where  all  four  were  guests  ot  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hoffner  at  dinner. 

The  Hoffners  purchased  their  home  in  Polo 
last  fall.  They  have  a  two-story  house  with 
modern  improvements  located  on  a  three  and 
one-half  acre  tract  in  the  east  part  of  that 
thriving  little  city.  At  the  rear  of  the  lot  is  a 
large  barn  where  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel,  Merry- 
Go-Round,  Kiddie  Auto  Ride,  Living  Trailer 
and  other  show  equipment  are  stored. 

Mr.  Hoffner  has  been  in  the  Amusement 
Business  for  a  number  of  years.  The  No.  5 
BIG  ELI  he  now  operates  is  his  second  Wheel. 
His  Allan  Herschell  "Little  Beauty"  is  also  his 
second  Merry-Go-Round.  He  tells  us  he  hasn't 
yet  balanced  the  books  for  1937;  but  he  feels 
certain  it  is  ahead  of  1936,  and  much  better 
than  he  anticipated  at  opening  time  in  the 
spring. 


A  Post-Card  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  J.  Doolan 
at  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas  mailed  November  5 
states:  "Just  to  say  'Hello'.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Patty  Conklin;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  McCaflfery; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Max  Goodman  here  now.  Sam 
Solomon,  Ed  Hock,  Lou  Leonard,  Sam  Levy 
expected  Saturday." 
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This  view  is  of  the  J.  L.  Landes  Shoivs  playing  one  of  their  Kansas  Fairs.    The  BIG  ELI  is  a 
No.  10,  and  W.  A.  Landes  has  added  another  to  make  the  only  Du'Plex  No.  lO^s  on  the  Road. 


The  Landes  Shows  closed  the  season  at  Howard, 
Kansas,  on  October  23  and  went  into  winter 
quarters  at  Chapman,  advises  Manager  J.  L. 
Landes  in  a  late  letter.  This  ended  their 
twenty-ninth  annual  tour  and  while  not  their 
biggest,  has  been  very  satisfactory.  The  Shows 
are  motorized  and  several  new  rides  and  some 
new  canvas  were  added  this  season.  Ten  rides 
were  operated,  including  W.  A.  Landes'  Du- 
plex Unit  of  No.  10  Wheels  which  he  maintains 
are  the  only  Du-Plex  No.  lO's  on  the  road. 
Manager  J.  L.  Landes  spent  part  of  the  winter 
in  Florida,  and  W.  A.  Landes  at  winter  quarters 
in  Chapman. 

*     *     * 
Writes   Mr.   R.   G.   Clark  from   Haven,   Wis.: 
'Just   received   my   copy   of   the   September- 
October  BIG  ELI  NEWS  which  I  appreciate 
very  much.    I  have  an  Allan  Henchell  Kiddie 

Auto  Ride  and  had  it  booked  with  William 
Gause  the  past  season.  Had  a  very  pleasant 
season  with  him  and  plan  to  go  back  with  him 
next  year." 


Jos.  Hoefelmeyer  &  Son  of  Muskegon,  Michigan 
purchased  a  No.  12,  1937  Model  BIG  ELI  in 
June.  A  few  days  ago,  in  a  letter  to  Sales 
Manager  Ben  O.  Roodhouse  they  state: 

"With  the  rides  'in  the  barn'  will  now  write 
this  long  promised  letter.  .  .  We  closed  at 
Scottsville,  Michigan  in  October  and  have 
stored  in  a  spacious  building  with  ample  room 
for  both  rides  and  the  three  trucks.  .  .  The 
season  in  general,  we  all  agree,  was  very 
successful,  having  played  to  enthusiastic 
crowds  everywhere.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
BIG  ELI  is  'tops'. 

"Because  of  the  beauty  of  the  new  Wheel, 
and  its  size,  we  began  the  season  selling  the 
tickets  at  15  cents  and  a  dime.  This  we  con- 
tinued to  do  at  all  times,  everywhere,  and  met 
with  but  very  few  complaints  on  the  15c  adult 
price,  enjoying  a  great  many  repeat  rides. 
We  know  this  will  be  interesting  to  you,  as  to 
our  knowledge,  we  are  the  only  ones  playing 
this  part  of  the  country  that  is  getting  more 
than  the  one  general  price  of  10  cents.  There  is 
apparently  no  hesitancy  in  buying,  due  to  the 
extra  nickel." 
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Jean  horraine  T)avison 

This  young  lady  is  Jean  Lorraine  Davison, 
daughter  of  W.  K.  "Billy"  Davison,  well-known 
Ride-Man  and  BIG  ELI  Wheel  Owner. 

Jean  will  be  thirteen  years  old  on  February 
23rd,  1938.  She  attends  the  Washington 
School  in  Jacksonville,  where  she  likes  all  of 
her  studies,  except  geography.  She  doesn't 
like  to  study  geography  out  of  books,  but 
prefers  to  get  it  first  hand,  by  traveling  with 
her  father  and  mother  in  the  summer  time  on 
the  road. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davison  and  Jean  live  in 
Jacksonville  during  the  winter  months.  "Bill" 
is  considered  one  of  the  oldest  Ride-Men  in 
the  business  from  the  point  of  experience.  He 
tells  us  he  started  in  the  year  1897,  working  on 
a  Merry-Go-Round.  He  now  has  two  No.  5 
Wheels — one  of  which  he  operates  himself, 
and  the  other  is  leased. 

j^  jf^  ^ 

After  several  telegrams  passed  between  us. 
Manager  Ira  Burdick,  of  the  All-Texas  Shows, 
placed  his  formal  order  for  a  1937  Model  Tilt- 
A- Whirl  on  September  13.  The  new  ride  was 
shipped  from  the  Sellner  Manufacturing  Co. 
plant  at  Faribault,  Minnesota  on  September 
20  and  went  into  active  operation  for  Mr. 
Burdick  at  LaGrange,  Texas. 

"I  am  indeed  pleased  with  the  new  ride,"  he 
wrote  several  days  later.  "It  arrived  here  in 
good  condition  and  I  look  forward  to  some  fine 
business  with  it." 


Retains  its  Popularity 

The  way  in  which  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  has 
retained  its  appeal  to  pleasure  seekers  year  after 
year  has  for  a  long  time  been  a  topic  of  common 
knowledge  among  Ride  Owners  and  other 
people  engaged  in  the  Outdoor  Amusement 
Business. 

We  were  pleased  to  see  this  characteristic  of 
the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  brought  effectively  to  the 
attention  of  the  general  public  on  the  pages  of 
the  Christian  Science  Monitor  of  September  20. 
Lyman  W.  Fisher,  staff  photographer  for  the 
paper,  had  pointed  his  camera  sharply  upward 
and  caught  the  maze  of  spokes,  cables,  seats 
and  cross-bars  of  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  operating 
at  the  Brockton,  Massachusetts  Fair,  with  a 
back  ground  of  fleecy  clouds.  Above  the  picture 
was  the  heading:  "With  the  World  at  Your 
Feet"  and  below  it:  "Old-Fashioned  Con- 
cession retains  its  Popularity." 

We  quote,  in  part,  from  the  reading  matter 
which  appeared  below  the  picture: 

"Motorized  devices  at  amusement  parks, 
designed  to  satisfy  the  youthful  demand  for 
speed  and  thrill  of  this  age,  still  have  a  formid- 
able rival  in  an  old-fashioned  concession  of  the 
Midway  'barker' — the  Ferris  Wheel.  It  is  not 
limited  to  county  fairs  and  carnivals  touring 
small  farming  communities.  .  .  Its  appeal  to  the 
youngsters  of  this  generation  is  as  great  as  to 
sentimentalists  who  still  recall  circuses  of 
their  childhood  days  and  therefore  it  finds  place 
in  the  roster  of  Amusements  otherwise  scaled 
to  the  demand  of  city  folk.  .  .  The  cars  go 
slowly  around  .  .  .  little  hands  grip  yours 
tightly  if  it  is  the  young  son's  or  daughter's  first 
aerial  adventure.  .  .  Slowly  you  make  the 
ascent,  and  the  world  is  at  your  feet.  It  may 
be  a  rolling  countryside,  cut  into  squares  of 
freshly  turned  earth,  chocolate  brown,  or 
shimmering  pale  yellow  of  ripening  grain  ...  or 
a  maze  of  roof-tops  and  chimney  pots  and  the 
mar  of  a  city's  unloveliness.  .  .  You  reach  the 
high  point  of  the  spider-web  of  steel.  Down  you 
go  on  the  other  side  .  .  .  closer  to  the  music  that 
blares  from  nearby  concessions.  The  huge 
wheel  slows  down  .  .  .  and  the  circle  comes  to 
an  end.  You  will  remember  this  ride  for  the 
remainder  of  your  days." 

*     *     * 

A  Tennessee  woman,  eighty  years  old,  has  never 
seen  an  automobile.  Which  may  be  the  reason 
she  is  eighty  years  old. 
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Corn  Palace  at  Galesburg,  Illinois  Centennial  Celebration,  October  5-9.  Sides  are  of 
stalks,  roof  is  of  ears  of  corn  split  lengthwise;  gable  is  of  grains  of  corn  applied  stucco 
fashion;  ends  of  cross-section  of  ears.  The  interior  contained  booths  of  merchants,  and 
display  of  agricultural  products  from  surrounding  communities. 


Seccaium  Park  Rides  have  returned  to  storage 
at  Bucyrus,  Ohio  after  a  very  active  and 
successful  season  of  celebrations,  fairs  and 
special  events,  mostly  in  Eastern  Ohio  territory. 

Manager  R.  A.  Jolly,  in  a  recent  letter,  tells 
ot  a  big  and  unusually  strenuous  celebration 
which  took  place  at  Toledo,  Ohio  on  July  24 
where  their  Merry-Go-Round  and  a  No.  12 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  were  operated.  Their  No.  12 
is  a  1916  Model,  22  years  old.  Mr.  Jolly  states 
that  an  actual  audit  ot  the  tickets  taken  on  the 
Wheel  at  this  celebration  discloses  that  it 
handled  a  total  of  7,048  riders  between  the 
hours  of  1:15  p.m.  and  9:15  p.m.;  an  average 
of  881  riders  per  hour. 

In  Ohio  territory  as  well  as  other  sections  of 
the  country  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  is  a  popular 
ride.  Mr.  Jolly's  experience  not  only  proves 
this,  but  it  also  proves  that  a  BIG  ELI  is  a 
long-time  investment  that  will  render  profitable 
service  for  a  good  many  years  if  given  ordinary 
care.  Mr.  Jolly  also  has  a  1937  Model  No.  5 
Wheel;  and  we  predict  that  20  years  from  now 
it  will  be  capable  of  getting  as  much  money  as 
it  has  this  year. 

*      ♦     ♦ 

Our  past  mistakes  always  bother  us,  especially  at 
night,  when  we  sit  around  wishing  we  were  young 
enough  to  repeat  some  of  them. 


A  good  many  of  the  boys  who  went  South 
planning  to  catch  the  winter  bank-roll  or  bring 
up  their  over-due  payments  have  been  much 
disappointed.  Bad  weather  coupled  with  a  late 
cotton  crop  at  poor  prices  knocked  the  dreams 
of  big  money  into  a  cocked  hat;  so  most  of  them 
loaded  up  the  show  and  scuttled  back  to  the 
barn    before    the    bank    roll    shrunk    entirely. 

Out  of  this,  of  course,  comes  an  occasional 
ray  of  sunshine;  such  as  the  reports  we  received 
this  week  from  a  No.  5  Wheel  and  a  Tilt-A- 
Whirl  playing  a  fair  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 
We  give  them  just  as  they  arrived  here. 

Tilt-A- 
BIG  ELI  Whirl 

Tuesday,  Cool $  38 .  20  $  58 .  80 

Wednesday,  Fine 144 .  00  147 ,  10 

Thursday,  Rain 100  40  112  00 

Friday,  Cool 194  40  220.00 

Saturday,  Good 121 .  60  139 .  00 

Total $598.60  $676  90 

It  is  the  hope  of  hitting  one  or  two  like  this 
that  keeps  tho.se  now  in  the  South  moving 
along  through  rain,  mud  and  low  prices  from 
week  to  week. 

*     ♦     * 

Another  good  thing  about  telling  the  truth  is  that 
you  don't  have  to  remember  what  you  said. 
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BIG  ELI  Out  Ahead 

In  a  recent  letter  from  Hugo,  Oklahoma, 
Manager  J.  J.  Colley,  of  the  J.  J.  Colley  Shows, 
sums  up  the  results  of  the  1937  season  as 
follows : 

"Just  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  that  I  have 
just  closed  my  eleventh  season,  and  for  the 
eleventh  time  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  was  out 
ahead  for  net  profits.  As  you  know,  I  bought  a 
new  No.  5  this  fall  for  my  Fair  Dates,  and  I 
am  more  than  well  pleased  with  the  new  Wheel. 
Both  Wheels,  set  up  in  Du-Plex  make  a  real 
'Flash'  for  my  Show.  We  closed  at  Idabel, 
Oklahoma  and  hauled  over  here  to  Hugo  for 
winter  quarters.  Have  already  made  arrange- 
ments to  open  early  next  April.  I  have  built 
my  Show  up  from  one  ride  in  1932,  to  eleven 
rides  now;  including  seven  adult  rides,  all  owned 
by  the  Show.  We  carry  eight  to  ten  shows  and 
about  thirty  concessions.  Have  played  outside 
the  State  of  Oklahoma  but  one  week  since  1930." 

It  was  back  in  1927  that  Mr.  Colley  purchased 
his  first  No.  5  Wheel.  This  he  booked  with 
different  Shows  until  1932,  when  he  organized 
the  J.  J.  Colley  Shows,  which  have  grown  to 
the  present  size  as  related  in  Mr.  Colley's  letter. 
Thus,  another  Ride-Man  can  thank  a  BIG  ELI 
Wheel  for  establishing  the  foundation  for  his 
success. 

*     *     * 

Ride-Man  C.  H.  Steffens,  of  Inglewood,  Calif., 
BIG  ELI  Customer  for  a  good  many  years, 
breaks  a  long  silence  with  the  following  most 
welcome  letter: 

"Friends  Eli:  Greetings  after  many  moons. 
I  trust  the  Eli  Bridge  Company  has  prospered 
in  keeping  with  BIG  ELI  Owners.  We  still 
have  the  two  Number  12  Wheels  and  they  have 
just  completed  their  most  successful  season  in 
six  years.  We  operate  one  in  and  around  Los 
Angeles  with  occasional  work  at  the  Picture 
Studios — the  other  is  leased  to  the  Martin 
United  Shows  now  on  their  way  South  after  a 
good  season  in  Washington  and  Oregon.  We 
will  close  after  Armistice  Day  as  we  have 
planned  an  extensive  winter  program  and  want 
more  time  in  winter  quarters.  We  open  on 
Washington's  Birthday  each  spring." 

Mr.  Steffens  is  manager  of  the  Steffens  Public 
Amusement  Enterprises  of  Inglewood,  and  has 
operated  his  equipment  on  the  Pacific  coast 
for  a  number  of  years.  One  of  his  No.  12 
Wheels  was  purchased  eighteen  years  ago. 


WANTED 

ONE    each 

of    the    following 

BOUND 

VOLUMES  of  "BIG  ELI  NEWS."             | 

Vol. 

5. 

.1920 

Vol. 

7. 

.1922 

Vol. 

8. 

1923 

Vol. 

10. 

.1925 

Vol. 

11. 

.1926 

Am  Willi 

ng 

to  pay  $2.00  per 

Volume  if 

in  good 

condition. 

WRITE 

:    J 

.    C.   Weer,    c  o 

City   Hall, 

South  Bend, 

Indiana. 

In  a  recent  letter  received  from  Robert  Bol- 
linger, Assistant  Manager  of  The  Oaks  Park, 
Portland,  Oregon;  he  has  this  to  say  about 
their  1927  Model  No.  12  BIG  ELI  Wheel: 

"It  might  be  of  interest  to  you  that  our  order 
of  September  1  was  the  first  repair  part  (except 
drive-cables  and  ropes)  required  since  we 
purchased  the  Wheel  new  from  your  firm  some 
ten  seasons  ago." 

This  statement  is  proof  ol  what  we  have 
said  a  good  many  times:  that  the  upkeep  and 
operating  expense  on  a  BIG  ELI  Wheel  ranks 
the  lowest  of  any  portable  riding-device  in  the 
Amusement  Field. 


BIG  ELI  Owner  Henry  Hoffner  postcards  from 
Corpus  Christie,  Texas  on  November  16th: 

"We  closed  at  Washburn,  Illinois  after  a  very 
good  run  with  the  No.  5  Wheel,  Merry-Go- 
Round  and  Kiddie  Auto  Ride.  After  closing 
spent  some  time  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  then  to 
Oklahoma,  back  to  Wichita,  Kansas  and  then 
down  to  Corpus  Christie.  Wonderful  fishing 
down  here.  Oysters  by  the  gallon — all  you  have 
to  do  is  go  out  into  the  Gulf  and  get  them. 
Weather  is  fine  and  I  would  advise  anyone 
coming  down  here  to  park  their  winter  clothing. 
Have  seen  a  number  of  Uncle  Sam's  war  ships 
and  visited  some  of  them.  From  Corpus 
Christi  will  go  to  Brownsville,  Texas." 

Reading  this  word  from  Mr.  Hofi'ner  brings 
the  thought  of  how  pleasant  is  the  life  of  a  BIG 
ELI  Wheel  Owner.  Operating  the  Wheel  in 
the  summer — then  off  to  the  Southland  in 
winter  to  enjoy  the  profits  obtained  thereby. 
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A   CLEAN   TICKET-OFFICE 
BUILDS   GOODWILL 


<a. 
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At  the  ticket-box  is  where  the  public 
"buys"  the  amusement  you  have  to 
offer.  With  a  1938  Model  BIG  ELI 
Ticket-Office  you  can  create  a  good 
impression  and  inspire  confidence  in 
your  patrons. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
COLOR — Ivory  (inside  and  out). 
ELECTRICAL   EQUIPMENT— 24 
lights  in  4  top  scrolls.    10  lights  sus- 
pended  below   top.     Weatherproof 
wiring. 

DIMENSIONS 

Overall  Height 108  inches 

Width  and  Depth 38>2  inches 

Top  Section 49  inches  square 

Floor 9  inches  above  ground 

Ticket     Window,     41     inches     above 

ground. 
Window  Bars .  .  3<t  inch  round  steel  rod 

CONSTRUCTION 
Loose-Pin  hinged  for  easy  handling  and 
saving  time.    Two  crates;  one  for  top 
and   scrolls,   one   for   sides  and   floor- 
board. 


-.#.- 


THE  BIG  ELI  Ticket-Office  is  sturdily  built  for  hard  Portable  use. 
It  is  furnished  as  Standard  Equipment  on  all  1938  Model  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  with  lettering  as  shown.  Furnished  without  lettering  for 
use  on  other  rides.    Write  for  additional  information  and  prices. 
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EDITORIAL 

T T  WAS  our  recent  privilege  to  travel  along  a 

northern  Illinois  highway  near  Oregon, 
Illinois  and  view  from  across  the  Rock  River  a 
wonderful  statue  of  the  Indian  Black  Hawk 
towering  100  feet  high  above  the  bluif  among 
the  beautiful  fall  foliage  of  that  district.  As  we 
paused  and  looked  at  the  likeness  of  this  Indian 
Chieftain  a  lowering  western  sun  brought  out  in 
relief  the  statue  and  we  were  impressed  with  the 
boldness  of  that  large  white  image. 

Every  history  student  remembers  that 
Black  Hawk  was  a  celebrated  Chief  of  the 
Sac  Indians.  He  was  born  at  Sauk  Village  on 
the  Rock  River  in  Illinois,  1767.  His  escapades 
among  the  early  whites  and  stirring  up  Indian 
tribesmen  against  the  settlers,  are  very  well 
known.  He  brought  about  the  Black  Hawk 
War  in  1832.  Because  of  his  accomplishments, 
most  of  which  were  in  defiance  of  Government, 
Black  Hawk  is  well  remembered  in  this  State. 

Monuments  to  prominent  people  are  many 
times  in  stone  or  bronze  but  more  often  are 
made  up  of  DEEDS  by  those  who  have  walked 
the  land  and  then  passed  on  to  a  life  eternal. 

A  great  shaft  in  honor  of  George  Washington 
stands  in  Washington,  D.  C.  But  the  monu- 
ment that  he  left  in  permanency  comprises  his 
Great  deeds.  As  leader  of  the  American  Army 
in  the  Revolutionary  War;  as  President  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention,  framers  of  our  U.  S. 


Constitution;  as  first  President  of  the  United 
States.  These  are  monuments  to  George 
Washington  that  time  cannot  destroy. 

Hundreds  of  statues  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
are  scattered  throughout  the  world  as  a 
reminder  of  his  great  personality.  But  as  a 
monument  to  civilization  throughout  the 
world,  his  preservation  of  the  Union  of  States 
in  the  Civil  War,  his  emancipation  proclamation 
freeing  thousands  of  negro  slaves,  his  Gettys- 
burg address — these  all  are  permanent  memo- 
rials to  Abraham  Lincoln. 

We  do  not  know  what  kind  of  a  Stone  is 
erected  to  the  Memory  of  Thomas  A.  Edison. 
But  during  his  lifetime  he  erected  his  own 
monument  by  inventing  more  perfect  tele- 
graphy, the  Edison  Phonograph,  and  the 
Incandescent  Electric  Light. 

In  the  Outdoor  Amusement  Business,  men 
have  erected  their  Monuments.  For  m.ore  than 
a  score  of  years  Johnny  J.  Jones  conducted 
the  largest  Amusement  Company  with  the 
finest  equipment  of  his  day.  The  mere  mention 
of  the  name  Johnny  J.  Jones  to  any  experienced 
amusement  man  brings  forth  the  statement  of 
his  business  tactics,  his  large  Amusement  Ex- 
position and  his  courtesy  to  all  who  knew  him. 

To  Clarence  A.  Wortham  came  the  opportu- 
nity of  being  one  of  the  greatest  men  in  the 
Carnival  Field  that  this  business  has  ever 
known.  His  organizing  ability  was  marvelous. 
In  a  Cemetery  at  Danville,  Illinois  there  stands 
a  modest  monument  to  the  memory  of  Clarence 
A.  Wortham.  But  THE  RECORD  OF  HIS 
DEEDS  ARE  A  GREAT  MONUMENT, 
remembered  by  a  host  of  friends  throughout 
the  Amusement  World. 

It  has  been  said  that  W.  E.  Sullivan  left  the 
BIG  ELI  Wheel  as  his  Monument  on  every 
Amusement  Midway  and  in  many  Amusement 
Parks  throughout  the  North  American  Con- 
tinent. But  his  greatest  Monument  was  his 
own  life.  His  uprightness,  his  noble  character, 
his  courteous  treatment  of  customers  and 
friends,  his  rich  heritage  of  leaving  to  his 
family  and  employees  a  business  with  a 
favorable  reputation;  these  are  CROWNING 
contributions  to  Amusement  History. 

YOU  ARE  BUILDING  YOUR  MONU- 
MENT AS  YOU  PASS  ALONG.  Will  it  be 
said  of  you:  "he  served  his  fellowmen.  The 
Amusement  Business  is  better  by  his  having 
been  a  part  of  it?"  The  type  of  Monument  you 
leave  is  within  your  control.  WHAT  WILL 
YOUR  MONUMENT  BE? 
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'^0  you  and  yours 


©REETIM© 


The  old  calendar  hanging  on  the  office 
wall  tells  us  1937  is  nearly  gone  .  .  .  and 
another  Christmas  Time  is  almost  here. 
Like  all  years,  it  has  had  its  trials  and 
disappointments;  yet  it  has  brought  in 
generous  measure  a  number  of  good 
things  for  which  to  be  happy  and 
grateful. 

For  ourselves,  the  year  has  been 
one  of  the  most  active  in  the  history 
of  our  organization  .  .  .  one  'of  the 
things  for  which  we  are  grateful.  But 
by  far  the  finest  of  all  good  things  is 
the  Friendship,  the  Confidence  and 
the  Good- Will  which  you  have  bestowed  upon  us  during 
the  past  year.  Without  these,  success  in  any  venture  we 
might  undertake  would  not  be  possible. 

So  as  we  approach  the  coming  Christmas  Time  we  want 
to  express  to  each  and  every  one  of  you  the  deep  debt  of 
gratitude  we  feel  for  the  part  you  have  played  in  making 
our  1937  Christmas  cheerful. 

We  hope  the  past  year  has  been  equally  good  to  you. 
May  the  New  Year  bring  all  that  you  anticipate  and  along 
with    that,    the    rich    blessings    of   Friendship, 
Good-Will  and  Abundant  Prosperity. 

Just  to  retain  your  Confidence  and  Friend- 
ship is  the  greatest  blessing  we  can  enjoy 
throughout  1938. 

Sincerely  yours, 

THE  EDITOR 


■r<^ 
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BIG  ELI  TALKS 

1938  MODEL  ELI  POWER  UNIT 


The  ELI  Power  Unit  here 
shown  is  the  Standard 
1938  Model  for  use  on 
BIG  ELI  Wheels.  These 
Units  have  been  re-de- 
signed to  meet  the  needs 
of  modern  operating;  but 
they  still  possess  all  the 
reliability,  economy  and 
long-life  qualities  for 
which  the  ELI  Power 
Ur>it  is  well  known. 


"CLI  POWER  UNIT  for  next  year  looks 
^  somewhat  similar  to  previous  models  except 
it  has  a  new  power  take-off  which  shortens  the 
engine  in  length  and  allows  the  use  of  a  shorter 
truck  for  motorized  transportation. 

The  larger,  heavier,  all-steel  ELI  Truck  was 
required  when  many  of  these  outfits  were 
transported  by  rail  and  the  engine  pulled 
behind  a  wagon  or  truck  from  railroad  cars  to 
the  lot.  This  has  now  all  been  changed  with 
motorized  transportation  and  the  smaller, 
more  compact  truck  and  engine  outfit  are 
preferred  to  be  loaded  in  a  truck  or  trailer. 
This  engine  complete  with  truck  measures  3  feet 
wide,  4  feet,  9  inches  long  and  weighs  888  lbs. 

On  the  Efficient  Operator's  page  of  this 
magazine  we  explain  to  you  the  test  we  have 
put  on  the  V-belt  drive  in  the  BIG  ELI  F'actory. 
The  excellent  experience  we  had  with  this  type 
of  drive  on  our  air  compressor  caused  us  to 
decide,  in  the  fall  of  1936,  to  test  the  V-belt 
drive  system  on  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel.  Securing 


a  set  of  V-belts  and  pulleys  we  made  some  ex- 
perimental tests  in  our  erecting  room,  determin- 
ing the  proper  length  of  belts,  diameter  and 
groove  size  of  the  pulley  on  both  the  engine  and 
the  BIG  ELI  Clutch.  This  worked  out  very 
satisfactorily  but  we  first  wanted  to  test  it  a 
season  in  actual  service  on  a  BIG  ELI  ^\Tieel. 
This  service  began  in  the  spring  and  worked  so 
well  that  we  were  convinced  that  the  V-belt 
drive  would  be  a  1938  improvement  on  BIG 
ELI  Wheels. 

The  opportunity  came  along  to  furnish 
several  1937  ELI  Power  Units  for  the  Octopus 
Ride.  For  these  we  worked  out  V-belt  drives 
and  placed  three  outfits  on  the  rides  owned  by 
Neal  Creamer,  Sam  Solomon,  and  C.  A. 
Hartzberg. 

The  drives  on  all  three  of  these  outfits  worked 
out  satisfactorily  and  while  Mr.  Creamer  was 
especially  concerned  that  the  little  belts  were 
taking  considerable  punishment  in  the  starting 
and  stopping  ot  the  rides,  he  reported  to  us 
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later  that  the  outfit  went  through  the  season 
in  perfect  shape  and  without  any  belt  replace- 
ments at  all.  After  a  thorough  try-out  Sam 
Solomon  said:  "Regarding  the  new  drive  on 
the  Octopus,  will  say  all  information  I  can  get 
from  all  concerned  is  that  it  is  perfect."  We 
show  you  also  the  ELI  Power  Unit  set-up  as 
furnished  for  the  Octopus  Ride.  The  arrange- 
ment is  simple,  using  two  three-groove  sheaves 
or  pulleys,  one  on  the  engine  and  one  on  the 
driven  shaft,  three  short  center  belts  and  the 
ELI  Unit  does  its  work  easily. 

At  least  one  other  ride  manufacturer  is  con- 
sidering standardizing  on  the  V-belt  drive  for 
1938.  Attractive  features  include  better 
traction,  shorter  belts,  and  easier  service  for 
the  engine,  because  there  is  no  belt  slippage 
in  starting  or  stopping. 

1938  ELI  Power  Unit  drive  mechanism 
reduces  the  speed  from  the  engine  to  the  driven 
pulley  from  1200  revolutions  to  900  revolutions 
transmitting  complete  engine  power  to  the 
driven  pulley. 

On  the  BIG  ELI  Wheel  the  engine  is  run 
alongside  the  windbrace,  the  pulley  lined  up 
with  the  belt  pulley  on  the  clutch,  while  the 
three  belts  slip  in  place  easily. 

V-belt  drives  are  not  an  experiment  as  they 
have  been  in  use  a  number  of  years  with 
electric  motor  power  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  they  will  not  give  good  service  and 
operate  efficiently  on  riding  devices. 

1938  ELI  Power  Units  can  be  used  for  flat 
belt  drive  and  will  continue  to  serve  riding 
device  men  as  they  have  in  the  past.  Whatever 
riding  device  you  may  own  we  are  quite  sure 
an  ELI  Power  Unit  can  be  belted  to  it  for 
satisfactory  service.  Some  of  these  engines  have 
been  in  service  for  17  years  and  are  still  giving 


Eli  Potver  Unit  tvith  "V"  Belt  Drive  and  low 
truck,  developed  for  operating  the  "Octopus" 

satisfactory  performance  on  BIG  ELI  Wheels 
and  other  riding  devices.  Some  of  the  old- 
timers  don't  look  so  modern,  so  stream-lined  or 
enclosed  as  the  up-to-date  models.  A  17-year 
old  automobile  in  service  today  is  considered 
an  antique,  but  we  can  show  you  a  number  of 
17-year  old  ELI  Power  Units  doing  good  work, 
operating  efficiently  for  their  owners. 

Investigate  ELI  Power  for  1938.  Reliable 
power  equipment  is  the  cheapest  operating 
insurance  you  can  own.  After  some  big  cele- 
bration next  year  don't  say:  "I  wish  I  had 
bought  a  reliable  ELI  Power  Unit,"  but  at 
the  beginning  of  the  season  say:  "I  have 
bought  an  ELI  Power  Unit  and  my  power 
problems  are  settled." 

Yours  for  reliable  power  equipment  on  good 
riding  devices. 

Ben  O.  Roodhouse, 
Snles  Manager. 


^ 


If  you  find  a  small  Pink  Card  tucked  in  at  this  page  when  you  get  your  copy 
of  BIG  ELI  NEWS,  fill  in  the  spaces  on  that  card  with  your  name  and  address, 
put  on  a  Ic  stamp  and  MAIL  IT  TO  US  RIGHT  AWAY! 

That  card  means  Subscription  Renewal  time  is  here.  We  make  no 
charge  for  mailing  this  magazine  to  you,  but  we  must  check  our  mailing 
list  regularly  to  know  whether  you  are  interested  in  reading  and  receiving 
BIG  ELI  NEWS.  When  the  card  is  returned  here,  we  will  again  place  your 
name  on  the  Mailing  List  for  another  twelve  issues.  So,  if  you  find  a  card — 
MAIL  IT  NOW! 
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THE   TILT-A-WHIRL   FOR   1938 
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The  fifth  Tilt'A'Whirl  purchased  by  Charles  E.  Miller  of  Chicago,  leaving  the  Ti/t-A- 
Whirl  Factory  at  Faribault,  Minnesota  on  August  5,  1937 


XTILLER  AMUSEMENT  ENTERPRISES 
■^  *•  are  leaders  in  number  ot  Tilt-A-Whirls 
in  regular  service.  We  are  pleased  to  show  you 
a  picture  ot  Charles  E.  Miller's  fifth  Tilt-A- 
Whirl  leaving  the  Factory  at  Faribault,  Minn., 
enroute  to  Chicago,  Illinois.  Miller  Amusement 
Enterprises  bought  their  first  Tilt-A-Whirl  in 
1930.  This  ride  went  along  as  a  money-getter, 
year  after  year  and  in  1936  Mr.  Charles  Miller 
placed  his  order  for  two  more  of  the  latest  type 
seven-car  rides.  In  June  of  1937  he  bought  the 
fourth  Tilt-A-Whirl  and  this  fifth  ride  was 
taken  from  the  Factory  in  early  August,  1937. 

The  Tilt-A-Whirl  has  made  good  in  prac- 
tically all  localities  where  operated,  but  it  has 
been  an  especial  high  money  getter  in  the 
Chicago  area.  In  addition  to  Mr.  Miller's  five 
Tilt-A-Whirls,  we  know  of  eight  more  working 
in  and  near  Chicago.  N.  S.  Dispensa  and  Sons, 
of  Hinsdale,  Illinois,  own  three;  Mr.  M.  J. 
Doolan,  Chicago,  owns  three;  H.  A.  Mamsch 
and  Richard  Miller,  both  of  Chicago,  each 
operate  one  of  these  rides. 

Only  continued  popularity  and  proven 
money-getting  ability  will  continue  ride  sales 
in  any  locality  or  district. 


Charles  E.  Miller  Amusement  Enterprises 
are  extensive  riding  device  owners  but  they 
consider  Tilt-A-Whirls  among  the  standards 
with  their  Merry-Go-Rounds,  and  BIG  ELI 
Wheels  at  continuous  celebrations  throughout 
the  summer  season.  We  are  glad  to  number  all 
of  these  Chicago  ride  men  among  Tilt-A- Whirl 
purchasers  and  feel  sure  their  investment  in 
these  rides  will  be  justified  in  future  years  by 
continued  popularity  and  money-getting 
qualities. 

Dumas  &  Reid,  owners  of  Happyland  Shows, 
Detroit,  Michigan  have  owned  their  Tilt-A- 
Whirl  since  1930.  Happyland  Shows  play  over 
about  the  same  territory  year  after  year.  Their 
seven-car  Tilt-A-Whirl  has  earned  for  them  a 
good  many  thousand  dollars  in  its  eight  seasons 
of  service. 

Mr.  John  F.  Reid  recently  reported  to  us 
that  their  Tilt-A-Whirl  grossed  $7,745  in 
competition  with  eight  other  riding  devices  on 
their  midway  in  1937. 

The  accompanying  picture  is  of  a  1938  model 
seven-car  Tilt-A-Whirl  with  the  new  all-steel 
cars,  modernistic  crestings  with  lighting  effects, 
triangular  Tilt-A-Whirl  signs  with  spot  lights 
toward  the  center  of  the  ride. 
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The  1938  Model  TILT-A-WHIRL 


CONDENSED  SPECIFICATIONS 


Ground  Space  Required — 42  ft.  in  diameter  plus  extra  space  outside  for  6'  x  6'  entrance  plat- 
form and  another  equal  space  for  Power  Unit. 

Capacity — This  model  has  7  cars,  each  car  seating  four  adults  or  five  children,  making  a  total 
passenger  capacity  of  28  adults  and  up  to  35  children. 

Under   Structure — Standard   structural   steel    throughout,   electric   welded   and   riveted.     All 
fittings  and  coupling  parts  are  steel.  Adjustable  stands  are  furnished  for  leveling  on  uneven  ground. 

Platforms — Traveling  platforms  on  which  cars  are  mounted  are  No.  1  and  select  grade  oak 
throughout.   Sidewalk  best  grade  clear  Northern  Fir  which  is  very  tough  and  rigid. 

Gars — New  all  steel  construction,  stream-lined,  enamel  paint  with  decalcomania  art  decorations. 

Night  Govers — Furnished  for  cars,  are  heavy  duck  waterproofed,  olive  drab  color. 

Ornamental  Crestings — All-metal,  protected  against  deterioration  by  metal  primer  and  enamel, 
in  bright  colors.   Light  fixtures  are  extremely  simple  and  standard.   All  enclosed  wiring. 

Signs — Revolving  triple  "Tilt-A-Whirl"  signs  with  brackets  and  mounting  furnished  for  center 
pole.   Three  spotlights  for  lighting  up  signs  are  located  on  back  of  cresting. 

Lighting  Equipment — Sockets  and  complete  wiring  in  four  separate  circuits  for  319  lights, 
plus  three  spot  lights  for  illuminating  Tilt-A- Whirl  signs.    Fused  switch  box  standard  equipment. 

Ticket  Office— Knock-down.   Complete  with  cash  drawer  and  wired  for  lights.   Ample  size  and 
good  ventilation. 

Power  Unit— Latest  model  ELI  Power  Unit  on  steel  truck  is  standard  ecjuipment  on  the  1938 
Tilt-A-Whirl. 

Tools — Complete  set  of  all  necessary  tools  required  to  erect  and  maintain  the  ride. 

Total  Weight— Seven-car  model,  including  crates  and  boxes  with  ELI  Power  Unit  on  Wheels, 
total  weight  is  23,473  lbs. 

Prices  and  Terms-  Prices  will  be  quoted  upon  request.    Reasonable  terms^can  be  arranged  for 
customers  furnishing  satisfactory  references. 

Your  thorough  investigation  of  the  1938  Tilt-A-Whirl  is  requested.  Consider  this  time-tested 
riding  device  that  has  proved  its  reliability  mechanically  and  as  a  steady  money-getter. 
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THE  EFFICIENT  OPERATOR 

A  Real  Test  for  the  "W"  Belt  Drive 


-••' 


A  MONG  the  various  pieces  of  heavy-duty 
■^*"  equipment  used  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory 
for  converting  raw  materials  into  finished  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  is  the  air-compressor  unit  pictured 
on  this  page. 

Its  particular  job  is  to  maintain  a  constant 
air  pressure  in  a  large  reserve  tank  from  which 
the  air  is  piped  to  different  parts  of  the  factory 
and  the  pressure  used  to  operate  the  paint- 
spraying  equipment,  the  heavy  ten-ton  riveting 
machine  and  a  number  of  smaller  hand-drills 
and  grinders.  The  motor  is  started  and  stopped 
automatically  by  the  pressure  within  the 
system.  On  some  days  it  is  running  almost 
constantly,  depending  upon  the  number  of 
air-driven  tools  in  operation  at  the  time. 

The  compressor  unit  has  two  cylinders  of 
4^  inch  bore,  4  inch  stroke  and  is  fitted  with  a 
17  inch  drive  pulley.  The  motor  is  a  220  volt 
10  H.  P.  model,  equipped  with  a  13)^  inch 
drive  pulley,  and  rated  at  870  revolutions 
per  minute. 


The  three  "V"  Be/t.s  on  this  air  comfiressor  have  given  trouhlc 
free  service  for  nearly  eight  years.  They  have  been  tightened 
only  once,  and  are  capable  of  several  more  years  of  heavy- 

duty  service. 


Direct  drive  connection  between  motor  and 
compressor  is  by  means  of  the  three  "V"  belts, 
each  5^"  wide. 

This  compressor  unit  was  installed  in  the 
BIG  ELI  Factory  in  March,  1930;  and  it  has 
seen  service  every  working  day  since  that  time. 
The  above  picture  was  taken  November  13, 
1937.  The  three  "V"  belts  shown  are  the 
same  three  that  came  with  the  machine  when 
it  was  installed  in  1930.  It  has  been  necessary 
to  tighten  them  only  once  since  the  original 
installation. 

Thus,  these  belts  are  now  well  along  toward 
their  eighth  continuous  year  of  heavy-duty, 
strenuous  service.  It  is  the  unusually  satis- 
factory showing  these  "V"  belts  have  made  that 
set  us  to  experimenting  with  a  "V"  belt  drive 
for  BIG  ELI  Wheels. 

The  results  of  our  efforts  are  explained  in  the 
article  on  pages  90  and  91,  where  we  show 
pictures  of  the  1938  ELI  Power  Unit  for  BIG 
ELI  Wheels  and  also  of  the 
Power  Unit  with  special  "V" 
belt  drive  developed  for 
operating  the  Octopus  Ride. 
The  back  cover  of  this  issue 
gives  complete  specifications 
of   the   new   Power   Unit 

for  1938. 

*    *    * 

Wheel  Operator  James 
Helms,  of  Eastwood  Park, 
Detroit,  advises  he  is  winter- 
ing at  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania. After  closing  at  the 
park  he  took  a  vacation  of  a 
few  days,  attending  the 
Rodeo  in  Madison  Square 
Garden,  New  York  City. 

*  *  * 
Operator  Troy  Scruggs  post- 
cards he  is  back  home  in 
Saginaw,  Michigan  with 
work  for  the  winter.  He 
operated  Al  Latto's  No.  5 
Wheel  during  the  past 
season. 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  BIG  ELI  FACTORY 


A  MONG  recent  visitors  at 
^^  the  BIG  ELI  Factory  were 
our  long-time  friends,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  S.  W.  Brundage.  They 
drove  up  from  Mt.  Vernon,  111. 
where  they  had  sold  their  Hey- 
Dey  and  Merry-Go-Round  to 
the  Ralph  R.  Miller  Shows. 
After  an  old-fashioned  visit  with 
Mrs.  Julia  L.  Sullivan  and  Leta 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  A. 
Sullivan,  they  left  Jacksonville 
on  the  14th  for  their  home  in 
Miami,  Fla.;  stopping  enroute 
at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  for  a 
visit  with  their  daughter. 

We  have  known  that  Mr. 
Brundage  has  been  in  the  Out- 
door Amusement  Business  for  a 
good  many  years.  We  did  not 
know  the  exact  date  he  started, 
however,  until  he  told  us  that 
it  was  on  July  1st,  1889.  That 
is  48  years  ago;  and  we'll  bet 
Mr.  Brundage  could  fill  a  book 
with  his  experiences  in  the 
Show  business  during  that  time. 
*     *     * 


Taken  outside  the   BIG  ELI   Factory  just  before   Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Brundage  left  for  their  home  in  Florida.    Left  to  right: 

S.  W.  Brundage,  Leta  Sullivan,  Mrs.  S.  W.  Brundage,  Mrs. 

Julia  L.  Sullivan  and  Lee  A.  Sullivan. 


Jr.  and  Mrs.  M.  J.  Doolan  and  daughter,  of 
Chicago,  visited  with  us  a  few  hours  on  October 
23.  They  were  enroute  South  for  visits  at 
Excelsior  Springs,  Tulsa,  and  Hot  Springs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  Emshoff,  of  Richland 
Center,  Wisconsin,  stopped  off  a  few  minutes 
on  October  26th.  They  were  going  to  Arkansas 
and  Mississippi;  and  report  a  nice  business 
with  their  four  rides  in  Wisconsin. 

Ira  Watts,  well-known  circus  man  was  a 
recent  visitor  at  the  BIG  ELI  Factory. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Edwards,  of  Wooster, 
Ohio,  visited  with  us  on  October  19  and  20. 
They  report  a  nice  business  with  their  Show 
this  year  and  look  forward  to  a  good  year 
in  1938. 

On  the  morning  of  November  8th  we  arrived 
at  the  BIG  ELI  Office  to  find  waiting  for  us 
Ride-Man  T.  P.  Gifford,  of  Grundy  Center, 
Iowa.  With  Mrs.  Gifford  and  their  little 
daughter,  he  had  taken  an  after-season  trip 
down  to  Jacksonville  to  get  some  parts  for  the 
No.  5  Wheel.  Mr.  Gifford  reports  a  fine  season 
with  his  BIG  ELI. 


Noble  C.  and  Viola  Fairly,  of  the  Fairly  & 
Little  Shows,  dropped  in  for  a  few  minutes  on 
November  12.  The  same  day  came  Anna  Jane 
Pearson,  of  the  Pearson  Shows,  and  quite  a 
visit  was  had  by  all. 

♦  +      + 

Joe  Spradlin,  of  the  structural  department, 
announces  the  arrival  of  a  new  son  on  November 
7th.  He  is  the  fifth  child  and  has  been  named 
Thomas  Albert. 

♦  ♦     ♦ 

Now  that  the  duck  season  is  in  and  the  open 
season  for  rabbits,  quail  and  pheasant  started 
November  10,  some  of  the  Nimrods  out 
in  the  BIG  ELI  Shop  have  taken  to  the  fields; 
and  bring  back  nice  stories  of  the  game  killed. 
Some  of  these  days  we'll  try  and  get  a  picture 
of  the  happy  hunters  returning  with  a  full  bag 
of  game  for  use  in  this  department. 


A  NEW  ELI  POWER  UNIT  FOR  1938 

Re-designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  modern  Riding-Device  operation 
but  retaining  all  the  QuaUties  of  ReUabiUty,  Economy  and  Long- 
Life  that  have  given  the  ELI  POWER  UNIT  its  reputation. 

SPECIFICATIONS— 1938 
ELI    POWER    UNIT 

MOTOR — Four-cyUnder,  heavy-duty 
"L"  head  type  with  precision  type 
connecting-rod  bearings  and  remov- 
able babbitt  bearings  on  crank-shaft. 
Steady  speed,  regardless  of  load,  main- 
tained by  inbuilt  governor  that  con- 
trols carburetor. 

LUBRICATION— Splash  to  cylinders, 
constant-level  type  with  forced  circula- 
tion to  bearings  and  gears  by  plunger- 
type  oil  pump. 

RADIATOR — Eli,  special  design. 

COOLING— Thermo-Syphon  System. 

FAN — Four-blade,  heavy-duty  type, 
adjustable;  fitted  with  Hyatt  Roller 
Bearings. 

IGNITION — Eisemann,  high-tension 
Model  RT-4  Magneto,  equipped  with 
low  speed  winding  to  insure  hot  spark 
for  starting. 

CARBURETOR— Zenith,  Model  94- 
TO  with  hot-air  stove  and  centrifugal 
air-cleaner. 

MUFFLER— LeRoi,  A- 13-38,  simple, 
but  effective. 

GEAR  DRIVE — Spur-gears  mounted 
on  Alloy-Steel  shafts  turning  on  heavy 
ball  bearings  running  in  oil.  Direction 
of  rotation  is  reversible  to  fit  require- 
ments of  ride  on  which  it  is  used. 


1938  Model  EH  Poiver  Unit  on  Neii' 
Truck  and  fitted  tvith  new  "V"  belt 
sheave  pulley  for  operating  1938  BIG 
ELI  Wheels. 


DRIVE  PULLEY— For  1938  BIG  ELI 
Wheels,  equipped  with  "V"  Belt 
Sheave.  Other  pulleys  furnished  to 
meet  operating  requirements. 

HORSE-POWER— 16.   (Brake  H.P.) 

TRUCK— Newly  designed  ELI  all- 
steel  truck  of  sturdy  construction.  Wt. 
200  lbs. 

WEIGHT— Complete  Power  Unit  on 
truck,  as  illustrated,  888  lbs.  Without 
truck,  688  lbs. 


Prices  on  all   1938  Model  ELI  POWER   UNITS  bear 
substantial  reductions.  Write  for  additional  information. 

ELI   BRIDGE  COMPANY 

BUILDERS  OF  DEPENDABLE  PRODUCTS 

JACKSONVILLE ILLINOIS 
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